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CONFEDERATE FLAG DEBATE

FLAG FOES SEE SURGE
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Protesters hobd digns as they dhant during a rally to take down the Confederate flag at the South Carolina Statehouse, Tuesday, fane 23, 2015, in Columibla, 5.

Opponents brave blistering
heat to express disapproval

MATHANIEL CARY
S WRITER
WCARVESEEENILLIMOAT OOt

COLUMEIA —
undreds supporting re-
mioval of the Confeder-
ate battle flag from the
Statchouse  groumds

patheredat thi Nag Tuesday s
wricllay rally in blistering hoat
and chanied “Bring it down."”

Some held signs that read

“ot MY Flag" or “One flag, the
Americon flag." Abanner onthe
Stlehowse steps read “Hring us
Together: Take It 1own.”

Church, political and civic

leaders froen across the state

took turns wttering the rallying

cry.

The rally was orgonized by
the Nattonal Action Nelwork's
Lowweountry chapler and Nel-
s Rivers 1, pastor of North
Charleston's  Charity Baprist

Chureh. )
“Wo bullet can stop this
movement,”  said  Columibin

Mayar Steve Benjamin. “No
gunshat can tear 11 apart.”
Speakers  alternated  be-
tween calls for the flag’s remoy-
al and belief that it will come
ilawn.
“IF youw wanl to support thid

See OPPOSED, Page 44

INSIDE

EBay bars Confederate
flag items. Page SA

Wl s dig

up mandene, Page TA
Wal-Mrt 10 drop Cordeder
ate flag items. Page 94
Lowmakers' minds change
quitkhy oweer flag. Page Sk
Tiresaliree o1 g o
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"o bullet can stop
this movement.”

STEVE BEMJAMIN

BAAYTH, COLLMAEIA, 3.0

Legislature votes to begin
debate on Confederate flag

TIM SKITH
IR WHTER
TR R EEN LLERTWE D0

COLUMEBIA = Lawmakers
will return 10 Columibia Later
this summer to debate whether
1o remave the Comfederate bat-
e flg from the Statchouse
grounds.

Beth chambers voled over-
whelmingly Tucsday for the de-
bate less than a day after Gow
Nikki Haley and the stoie's two
Republican U5, senators urged
lnwmakers to remove the Mg,
capping a poditical and citizen
clorus that cchocd nattonwide.

Tuesdays action came as

hundreds of people  braved
sweltering heat for an anti-Mag
rally putside the Statchouse in
resporse o lnst week’s shooling
deaths of nine peopbe, including
a stabc senaton, atb a historic
black church in Charkeston.

The2i-yenr-old white Colum-
bim man charged in their deaths
sparted a Confexlerate fag L
cende plate and appearcd 16
sose for photos holding the Con-
t'ud.t-ran: flag and burning the
US. Nag

It ook a two-thirds vote of
cich chamber for lawmakers (o
Like up & matter olher than the

See DEBATE. Page 34

St. Francis buys four Upstate urgent care centers

LIV O5BY
STANE WRITTE
LGB G ARNETTO0M

Bon Scoours St Francis
Henlth System has signed a let-
ter af intent b buy all four AFC
actars Express Urgent

(9

The Grecnville
lesarned.

The cost of the transsction
was not disclosed,

The move is an cifort to re-
spond o consumers who want
ponvenient core snid Mark
Mamlze, execulive Vice presolent

News has

tives for Bon Sccours [lealth
Syslem Inc., 5. Francis' parcnl
COmpiny.

“We belleve that paticnts are
more &nd more wanting 1o re-
ceive core on their timetohle,”
b said. “They want o walk in
and get o when Chey want il

sible™

Urgenl eare cenbers provide
witlk-in medical cane on wock-
enids and evenings, as well as
during  iraditional  doctors’
hours. And they are popping up
everywhers
arwide, there are aboul

their growth doubling in 2011
abane, acoording to the Urgent
Care Assoctalion of America.
There ave al least 108 in South
Carotina.

Mantz said 5. Francis has
hind plans to expand s urpent






LOCAL: Heat 'break’ this weekend to come with storms, A5
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Rouitie Brewn of Charleiton chasts “Take it Duwn® w“-z:"::ﬂ?h L]
in

grounde al the Stabehouse, A two-thids majority b needed

New flag debate
unfurls passions

Leaders offer b

BY CHNTHLA ROLIWN
croldangipoaiandiourir.com

COLLINELA = The S Legls
Litere areed Tisesdy 1o doauider
taking dovw the Confedurate flag
feam. (het Scatebouse grounds
wikeore (1 s Tlowen s parl o a
el War mesmorial for the past
1 ran

The Florie voted 10010 wilks
the Senate appried by vk vole
bevadening b pehwcts thas can
b cakoen wp durlag the cunrent
sl iciskion

S alber Phe Semues viddnd, 1iale
S Ve Sheehem, [ Camden,
oot o bl il g o saet
the Mg Mrom Saichome g
1o by onlodorate Rl Roomeand
My Madeumn i Codanib.
Dcbube 5o contd bgin s carly
a rurt Fusrsday when bwmnakers
are called back ineo sewsion,

Aoctrrianle halL Bl s
aha Filnd i BdTh that cilled for
the remsorrad o thie T, bt &
tuate will b dhellaed wihicks hey o
Throegh commiten.

A twa-thirdy majostiy wan
el 1o aliew discuiekn, ard
The sasse crargin will b frndod
in both the House xod Sonate ke
change ihe Nag' kocatien

Thee v caeibe aler Bufalnds of
prople rallied cutade the Capitol
Sharting “lring & down, bring i
bt~ s T Pl 8 it BT
e rernenve Ehe Fling (e the Cril

Fheai s0r FLEG. Pape AT

FUSTANDOOURIER.OOM

CAALT BRI

LAY R SEMALART

State Se Pacd Thurmaned pou ses Tuetday ot bis deak,
eremhenLs befone Deecomineg o of the Bt wemakers tocall
fou the fefesval of the Conlederate Flag.

Sen. Thurmond calls
for banner’s removal

Beregationist’s son decries racist emblems

RY SCHUYLER KROPT
S e

State Srn. Pawl Thurmend on
Tursday bocarme one of the fird
Lowtakers o od(kelably call See

serwwving lhe Conlodersle g p

from the Stalchowwe grounds,
chersou g & pass thas s e,

segerpaticnial [xiccral Strom
Thurmand, was ideniifid wish
el oo b D,

In 2 speech limed 1o shige the
debalover calinio lake dosmithy
[z Panl Tharmsomd woenk 40 thee

bla ta e Ui Conled: lag
the Homne and Senate 1o change the flag’s location.

Is to remove Confederate flag from Statehouse grounds
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Poll: Momentum is building to fold flag

By LI 28T
it e com

A, Pout and Comier poll dyawt
she vt Spwate lewithin @riking
ditanoe of havieg a majorily s
Exrver of remrving the Comfderale
flag From the Statchouns grourds
SUppoTT Eppears strong inshe
Tk, s Wil

r Online
1"-- Tin g v pesshi s of
BT LEwnaies poll,
490 pRstandecurienaomy)
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The Lognlaturss 61 Demacrats

wdopod 8 unified dres in Ao
of ks the flag dowin. A fosbor
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of Bepublkcan dgacd on, aswdl,

including Charlearon Sen. Paul
Thuimsad dofm of kgasdiry D
beoral Sirom Thermeond
mpu."h(m Ben, Kairing Shaaly
of Lenkagien rabd Tuesdsy she
has come ol in fever of romey-
Ing £he Confodorats flag frm the
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Berkeley’s
Kovach
faces more
charges

Lawyer savs Yes 4
Schools albezations
‘winfounded, untrue’

BY RREXTIA KINTNGE
Pk unir.oom

Thre mure <harges were added
wodnesday o s twoalready faood
by Berkohey schoods’ Corssunicnions
chied fise 1 eping 1o infocne the ou
vome of an chection,

Ay Kovach, 440w indacbed Thes
day by i Bereley Couity ghisd fury
o chaspes of perjury, mbcosdocd in
office and 3 socond loegery charge In
condectbo with 158 mdliom buikd
Ing campatgn wel-
grendum in 3003
calbed Vs 4 Soheod,
arceeding b court |
dedumain

Kormach “conting:
ously used public |
rrgurerh sl lise |
b infleense the
crptcome of § bond
referendum . and Kosvach
covered up hersc-
thoma wish dithoasiy,” socordisg o
1he indk et

Kewachabernda price salimtc from
2 vidoa camgany tn comphy with ihe
AbOrcr's prosu remsn oo, S000ed
g b L [l immenits,

Eorgery bia febony charge that car-
i 3 geenahi ol five vesrs (n jull and!
iof i Firse. Perjusy, o inbdemakinog, is

bl by

|

T

;I'Irmi'ilmnuw‘:m"mlru;wﬂn
I ol careies 4 penaky ol up w10
years i prien, seconding b s state
Attorny Cenoral's Uiy,

Siancd beoaerd Chainman T Hayes
sakdl b hued Eed doen Lie ks lotnsmLs
and sould st comment.

Fieaie doe (HURGER, Page Al

Flaws run
deep for
U.S. data

Seerets vulnerable
to hackers for vears

BY KEW DHLAMIAK
Aol Pros

SWASENGTTORN — Pamond e v -
ren ot ot deske Oindaned asiivd
razidoftwasr. “Fercohed incptitode™ In
Infermalion inchinclogydipartmenti,

Tine frderal govemnimeng, which hobls
wbiretiand tormitie it rasg -
Iy Foom o ber bbscprings o the b
returne of hundneds of miillkoas of
A ireritana, hus o Yedrs fiied 4 cile
brinc st o ot Budata from hack-
o and thioven, rocond b,

I Lhet Lttt £ mamphe, The Ok of
Periennd Maragement s under ller
o aliorwizg it sbases o b phos -
oo bey swpacbod Chimese cyt=spies
it o b calbald o of Lhe wods
becacken tn LLS history, £1P8 repest-

oty neglected b imsplomeent basc oy~
tersecuring prosectionm, s inlernal
satebobon tobd O

Bt the depacbments of Treaury,
Trarapormathon. Stase and 1ealh and
Hurriia Serviced Bave dlgailaslly
wor rocoedi, according o The most
repacopred i P rart o o e oy

resd wider the Fediril Inkemmation

exity Slanagement Al skl
thasr agenoin hasbomm backed in the
Lass few pears,

Fieas soc HALK, Page At
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USC FOOTBALL: SCHEDULE FOR 2016 IS ALMOST SET. B1
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STILL
HO'T,
HOT

The Midlands heat wave
simply won't stop, A3

Make the
most of
your farmers
market visit

Palmetto Food, C1

‘JAWS,
40 YEARS
LATER, STILL
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CHARLESTON SHOOTING AFTERMATH

|awmakers to debate
flag removal

LA B A ST TS

Hep, Gilda CobbeHunicr, 1} l:lnnm-]mrg. wipes her oyes duning a
speoial legislative session Toesday st the State House,

B B AR AL TS 55

Sem, Danny Verdin, BLasrens, tears up remembering Son Clemeni
Tenckney Verdia is 1 of 3 seasiers to vole ‘na’ o debating the fag.

In new fight
over flag,
supporters
mostly silent

Hy JEFF WILKINSON
Ferifiieonithesiole. com

Mark Garmon of Esstover was

rmn- of a hardiul of Confodorste

sugiporters 1oshow up Tuesday

at 1hr State House, the day ofter

G, Mikki Baley called e the har-

e 1 he e from ik Capinal
nds.

Whils his fricmd Jobe Milicr ar-
e with o host of lag opponents,
Garmen held back from ke Ty,
Bekling a sign supporting the MNag
and i ng any gus cantiol Ly,
Dsth wore tbe colors of the Mid-
b ndi-Baerd Terthers Fosmer mae-

INSIDE

Funerat Arnngements 5o

Tow Chadaston chudch

SEpyingg viclims, pices olher

developments. AT
Plagor sotaitons, Tlag

ananAscuner hach sway
Trom Condederbe flag. BE

MASCAR backs Gov.
Wik Hby's call 50 m-
gl B Tlang] B Eha

Slate Howse grounds. B1

Fliag opponeris — and
S0el SLEOEHATES — Mdly
Tuesaday a1 L SHake
Houso. K3

i for acthon: on the
1lng Esue. Opinisn, €2

THESTATE.COM

S00M

Some dissenters
said they still need
time 1o grieve
before taking action

By JAMIE SELF

i Eheasate. oo

Serulls Cardling bigglatorn T
day made debating whether 1o res
e The Cemlede e Mg from tThe
Siale House grousdds an usgent
matler

Gricviag the lives losl im last
woek's racially motivaled shooting
at & Charkesion church, the 8.,
House woded 10310 o debale the
flag thiz summer The npow
Ai-momber sato Sorale wiled by
vidoe b0 joln the debate - with only
throo Upsiale senalors dessonling,

Tt debate: could begim & cariy s
wexd Toeschey, the Tirst diy Lewomaboers
conded retuarn 10 Codurmbi liacoe o
neject Caore, PoEiehed Hibery™s vetcess o the
xc Inuhlti !lul.m. has umtil meiednight

:

But huu: amd Snnldc leaderns ab.
wo coulbd wait until alfer the July 4
Baliday weekenid to call sweanbers
back, giving lswmakon time to des
cide where they siand oo e Neg's
Bt i
- Anarvey by The Siate founda sa-
jortiy of state senators, 3, saying
they would vobe {0 remove the flag.
Armang House sembors surveyped,
27 =akl they woakl yole fo remaove
the flag.

Wik ﬂ-hﬂ;,-_l:shlulnd;. deckingd
to staie a posdion, only two ropres
seealives and (hres senalors indi-
cateil they wisakl vole against s
ing tha flag.

lails foe resnewing the flag - sees i
& g of Southen heriisge v sore,

SEE SESSION PAGE A

Pinckney's
casket will be
at State House
for viewing

From il Reports

The tears were Mowing [mesly
Tuesday at the State Flouse in
Columbin, and they likety will
storl mgain about noon Wednes-
day, ax o horse-<drawn caison

o

ap‘??ut calszon is expected 1o
dediver e body of
the lste siate Sen.
Clemenia Pinckeey
b e rcrth sile of
the Sese House
abenl 12:300 b=,
The gasket of the
Insper Cousty Desa:




NASCAR backs
flag removal

Steck-Cariacing's top sanctioning body
Bsues statement Tuesday supporting
54 Gov. Nikki Haley's position
SPORTS, TE -

Below the fold: RO TC s agreeto debate removing Cofederate flag
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Vil 149, Nox 175 Aiken, 5.0 k% 750

County avoids property tax increase
Council adopts 2015-16 budget after unanimous vote

BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER
mivkeckenilsbensiondard com
Tha Aiken Coumty $62.7 million
gt weill g anba effect
(ber & utatimoas County
N
ald neva of thait shorter
b dsl,:l mestings on Tuesday, dis-
cuksing belbrohand whather b

Business
builds in

Barnwell

BY DERREK ASBERRY

dusbrrritielkrmamaand com

BARNWELL — Barmwell sxm will
wizhiaome nearly 1490noes jobes b the
arerand, according o Jol Schocn,
thew s noLminimee-waps jobs -
they'ra tachnica] jobs that will pay
witl e bt tha Boc el ecomomy, he
siad.

Sehoen, pressdent & CEO ol Or-
chids Paper Produts Ca, stlen :}n s

fin 5.i'|l..i.'l“t‘"l)l' furi L
Accondimg to Oechads, the company
-a.lllhl :|L1_r'| b

Ir‘t! 3
4|J.l2"-?l[l .-.l.ai.'ﬁ :r.«'u a‘d ‘1. .\1.‘|I| 5-.
capaeity betwesn 0000 and 52000
KnEp .

whtre from SIII.'I million 10 %425 mil
It a=ic will beang as esterated 134
Jobns 10 Lhe anca

“Peopls will be trained and receive
ampoang smiming, hoth lechnics] as
well m working = a high-perfor-
TRATEE Env i ment

Please voe MIES, Paps 104

AREA DEATHS

Carson Devine Culbreath,
Johindted
Dl s E. Troadveky, Boveder =
Do las MacArthur “Waec”
Miuredy, Crvforoilie, Fla
Gloria Myers, Grardleviil:
Lt Cok Richard A Charfes,
Cokmbia

Deaths and Funerals, 8

pes general fun
raasin
LInEE.

izpchads several I'u!'ﬁI::?_, Fequests

hefore fmplizing the budpsr. Earier
this momth, G | nprasd in oot
reughly $1 million from the bud-

hoping b avoad
rez muillagee mele, OF propérly

Couneil membars sl soughs

moTe revienid bo help oushioe their
TESSTVER

With the cote, aportios of the 81 tion Counteil 100k bast wEEK against
million will eover the difference of

whal 8 property tax imeT

¥
Ad |n|::r,:rn'l."l.1:. Killizn
& Caunty would sl |
movemos, despite e bud

leavi iz what was initial
$542.000 m addiional reverue.
Courcil mzmber Camille Fur-
acked offinds whether 1k
ddition of severz]l now budgat re-
quists wiuld “jeopandize”™ 1Rs posi

Couttell vated vosmend tie 2005-
i bugpst willy severnl pegussts that
i v 522000 for a naw
paitian in the Treasuress CHfioe

Couril metsbers Chugk Smith.
Sandy Haskzll. Andrew Silers,
Camilla Furgiuels K
Rewls 2pproved
Chaizman Rommie i
<] members LaWana MaRenzw,
Willar Highaower and Fhil Napasr
did nos

Flease sor- BUDGET, Page 104

Blaze destroys Aiken home

Fire crewsput out 2 blaze atan Alken homse Tuesday evening.

PR b AREN PLUBLI SATETY

STAFF REPORTS

Aiken Public Safety firefiphters n2.
sporded o o bl Aiki
Iu:u..u:. eyeming.

Vs un ki au Exit ||||£ ir 3:
hoass 88 complens e

The cause of the e be usder frves-
tipstion

One dead in
truck wreck

on Tuesday

A b vehicle crash in Wapener
sesulied in e death of =1 Elgm ma
Tuesday night

T"- d‘rmn has heen “présmp-
ified 25 Tarry A Fogus,
imling to Adken

Mease voe FATAL Pars 144

S.C. lawmakers agree to debate removing rebel flag

BV SEANNA ADCOX,
JEFFREY COLLTNS ANTY
JUONATHAN DREW
Ansocinted Press

COLUMBIA — Chasirg “bamg
it gows, brite & doan,” hundrads

et battls flag from outids Socth
Carohea's Satehose, whils lowmak-
ersinsids ok L e vl ed
Temoving the his i dhvisive
symhnl

Within minuies of comaning ospe

el segumm o this budpet T-..:-M_:,,
B Bl i o = o T o

Healey's reveerssd wis proenpizei by
lagt wenak's riasearme of iz biack
peopla mmsade the Emeruel Africim

sevihe ns ararial hae Gl = Hermons:

heredd im Tuesd mys swekiring heat .mulr.\r'" I:l.wr':_'u:'r. hay

v chermcingd thet memnerval o the Coafad -

careers
|'g the stitus of tha Ceetfd
winki b s racaally divisive !

~The Bate-filled manderer who

AP T MY RARIER [ HEHARDT

5L Rep. Gida Cobb-Hunter, DO
angeburg, reacts during a spachall T
sexsion of the begislature Tuesday.

Lo Makki Haley S unespected call

A s i 0 e e e

INSIDE
Loxcal reshdenis chime inon flag | 34
Gropdngup under the fag | 134

Surey apeestion For Aiken County
Legidathie Delecgatiore Should the
Conledkaate: llag comw: down?

o S Reps BBy, [
S R Cheis ol ey, B

< S, Rep. BillHieom, e
5. S, Shane Massey, B
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NEWS: Darlington offering free swim lessons. 5A
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Screen on the Green bringing “The Boxtrolls” on Saturday

T AT D P00

The city of Hartsville's Screen on the Gresn serdes will continue
Satuwday with a showing of *The Beatralls”

e bt i e e

The M4 stop motion anima-
tion fspde “The Boocrnolls™ will be
ahiramn Suurciay & pan of e ciy
of Hartsville's Screen on the Green
free mowde series, sponsored by
Caraline Pines ﬂ.ﬁ‘ﬁjl)lul Maxlical
Cenver The movie will be shown
at dusk, around &40 pon, at Burry
Park, bocated at 131 Czh;f,t'll'-'-w

Basedd onm the childrens novel
“Here There Be Monsters?” by Alan
Sniony; the Al bells the story of the
imvertive el troublesoaae B
tealls, who live in caves beneath the
Victorian city of Cheesehridge and

who s an orplased by naned
Egpailsaac Hemypatesd Wrightl.
The Bostrolls. scavenge: for trash

in e ri.1:,-'
WANTTO GO? amlmrm
WHAT: Scrsen on Everials o
free Groen chowng build heir
ur'hem:is' s en Lens.
WHERE: Eamy Park, When they
31 Ciaegll Wy become
WHEN: Saturdag st Ehircatened
disk L thetaeam’s

AT TS
temninator,  Archibald - Snaicher

[ By Einﬁ!ﬂl}j. T st e
above ground and 1eam up with
his new human friend Winnie (Elle

Farmmieng! i a plan to s the Box-
tealls.

Moviegoers ane imvited 1o bring
chairs ancd blanke=is 1o Hl,lrr:,' Park.
I the event ol rain, the showing
will moved o Byerly Parks Coach
T.B Thomas Sports Center, bocated
arTolw 'l-'l.‘ilﬁ!‘lillglnl'l A1

Sereen an the Greenwillcontinue
with the following mavies:

» July 11 - “addington,” s]pc.ln-
saned by Monh Indusrial Machine.

® July 25 - “Blg Hero 6 spon-
somed by The Children's Group,

» Aug- B - "Flanes Fire ard Res-
cue” sponsoned by te Haeewille
fire and police departmeniz.

Darlingion County

Budget
receives
final OK

BY A FALE
Faledharise Beme-oen ger oom

DARLINGTON Dardingron
County Council gave final approval
wr the county hurle,r"l M-u:lula:r far
fiscal year 2015 - 2006, The $33.21
million budget encompasses elght
individual budgets and was ap-
prevacl on thicd seacking by a vele
ol 6.2,

Council members  Wilhelmina
Tohmzan of Dadington and Mazella
“Pennie” Michokon of Hanaville
cast the two negative votes All ath-
o7 members voted in [avor of the
budge.

fohnson said she would not vowe
Far the budget becawse it eliminates
sevem fanitorial pesitions. Counil
vorted earlier in fjune 1o hire a pri
vane fiem 1o handle janioral sereie-
s, That move was aimed at saving
e Ehan SE80.000 in annual cosis,
olficials said.

fehnson alse renewed her call
fund the Pee Dee Regional Trans-
porlatian Avthori by service in Dar-
limgron County And she repeared
a desite 10 use money from the
county’s Tund balanoe, projected @
about $13 million.

“Theres plenty of money out
there,” she said, later adding, “I
don't eare if we use the whale €13
rllion”

Wicholson objected, as she had
previously, to putting more than
548,000 back in te bisdzes o e
store most of a proposed fund-
ing cut for the Darlington County
Flummang 'SI.'II.'iJ:‘-I'!.' by perale thie
county’s animal shelree, She said
the county is o1 funding human
sepvicesal adequate levels

“I'm not lappy with ouc bud-
pe1,” Nicholeon said "1 just think
human needs come frst before

Sen BUDGET, Fage 24
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Diick Purfies, center, ixicutive direclor of the Byerdy Foundation, hosts the Greater Hartsville Chamber of Commernce's Business Atter Howrs
o Thursday weening in celebration of {he foundation’s 20th annbersary,

Organization celebrates 20th anniversary

BY BRDE ARWVIDSON

e o s B o ML R

The Byerdy Foundation hostied ihe
Greater Harisville Chamber of Cone-
merces Business Aller Hours eoent
Thursday in celebration of the founda-
tion's Mt anniversary,

Executive [irecior Dick Puller callod
the foundaiion a blessing o (e com.
mumity, He said the loundation has §32
millian invested and every vear granis
aboan 51 million o make positive
changes b the area,

“0ur main focus is education, ooo-
nawnic developmsent and gquality of life,"
Paller said.

The foundation is required o give
away 5 peacent of ils assots cach year,
Thee Foundanson bis been making grants

o

for the Haresville area since 1998 For
the current grant rycle, Pulfer said ap-
plicastions have requested a total of$1.6
millin.

Esaablished in 1995, The Byerly Foun-
dation was coeated wiih the sabe of The

ek Putfar (right), axecufive director of the Byvarly Fourdation, welcomas Martin 5. Driggors
Jr. o thee Jures Bussiness Atber Haurs List week. (A% beit) Mary Catherine Farredl and N atalie
Teigler chat.

aale were pul inio a private foundation  The organization considers applica

managed by a volunteer board of direc-  tions from “responsible organizations
tors. The foundateon’s main mission = that seck io provide stpnifcant benehis






Energy
efficient?

Study says home
upgrades might
not be worth it c4

H]J

Thimgs
fov resud
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Legos camp

Mare than 100 Spartanburg
District 7 studends ase atlending
& Lo camp this week at Mary
H. Whright Elementary School.
Gamp Legotastic was funded by
2 515,000 grant and g piciding
students with sumimes
ervichment. PAGE C1

Van Patten dies

Dack Van Ptten, the genizl,
riurd-daced comic actor who
peremiered on Broadway sz a
child, stamed on felevision in its
infancy and then, in middle age,
found lasting fame as the
patraech on TV's “Eight is
Enough,” has died. He was B&,
PAGE A3

Step forward
President Barack (kama's
lorg-pursied trade agenda took
2 pand step foward becoming
law on Tuesday, and opponents
grudgrgly conceded they now
enust gl on bessTavorabie
femrain, PAGE AS

Dog abuse case

A Spartanburg man s adoused
of anernal forture after an
officer saw a dog chained in the
extreme heat with nowaler or
shetter. PAGE A8

Sting operation

The Spartanburg Coanty Sheriff's
{Hfice announced Teesday

that a ste-month-lang sting

o ation = Operation Dragnet
— g ot 36 arvests foe
various crimes. PUGE C1
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Confederate flag up for debate

SC lawmalkers vote by wide margin to consider
removing banner from Statehouse grounds

By SEANNA ADCODX, JEFFREY COLLINS
amd JOMATHAN DREW
The kasactined Press

COLUMBLA — South Carolina law-
makers voled overwhelmingly Tuesday
1o consider removing the Confederate
flag from their Statchouse grounds and
ather politiciens took aim ot Civil War-
era symbals across the South, saying
change is imperative after police aid
nine black churchgo-
ers were £lain in a hate
erime.

Prodded by Gov,
Nikki Haley's call the
l:l..'J ¥ h‘l: r“ﬂ: By mEde' L
the Flag to a musewm,
lawmakers approved
a measure enabling a
flag debate by o vote of
10300 in the House and & voice vole In
the Senate.

The Fouse vote brought a standing
ovation and reunds of applavse aftor
Diemocratic and Republicoan lenders
jaintly sponsored the measure in o shew
af uncharacteristic unity, Very few laws
makers rose o say the flag should stay;,
aome aaid they were saving speeches
for what promiscs to be an emotional
dehate lnter this summer,

Lawmakers then proved for state
Sien. Clementa Pinckney, who joined

the legislature

L in 1997 and whao,
* Retalersemone . pocrar of the
Confiderate Emanuel African
meschandie, s ap iy adist Epis-
skyrocketing. A3 copalian church
#* NASCAR hacks in Charleston,
Haley's callin was among the
remamve fiag from dead.

Sabehouse. B1 =1 azk that in

the memor i af

Mr. Pinckney
that we are generous in spirit, grociouns
in our comversation and plesse — even
i we disngres, lets agree to disagres
agrecably,” Democratic Rep. Gilda
Cobb-Hunter urged her colleagues.
“These nine families have shown us
how to do it. | would strongly suggest
we take o cue from them,”

D}'L‘mn Storm Hoof, who Feces mur
der and gun charges in the church
attack, had posed in photos displaying
Confederato Aags and burning or des-
corating UL5. flags, and told a friend
that he waz planning to do semething
“for the while race.”

Haley's call to put the Confederate
flag in a museum was quickly scconded
by leading Republicans including ULS.
Sen, Lindsey Graham of South Caro-

4+ SEE FLAG PAGE A4

 RAMIER EHFEHARDT 5
Christian Mergrer of Columbia bolds a sign during a rally for laking
dovwn the Conlederabe 113y Tuesdyy 31 the Statehouse

‘'M NOT GOING TO LET THIS CONSUME ME’







INSPORTS: - 155, Jets meet in League [11 Legion battle &

Little Theatre

revives revue

Cabaret Night musical
program returns for 2015 ¢
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County ' Flag movement builds
council

passes

budget

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS

ST N R

LITR CAROILING SIhCE

RS, 1504

Members of Sumier County
Council and county adminis-
tration gowve thanks to one wne
ather for working hard and
working together 1o create o
2016 badget which recelved
wanimos final approval dor
ing council’s meeting on Tues-
day.

Thie %42.3 milllon badget
with a two mill increase will
o dvto effeed July 1.

Councilman Eugene Haten
sanic] Ahis budget process has
Teeneay oo of Tl csbest Twe's oo
prerienoed whibe being o0
couneil,

Connty Ahministrtor Gary
Mixon then thanked County
Finsines Dirsctior Pamela Cra-
v for her work on the 2016
badpet, her last budped cyele
before she begins her retine-
mient in Oetober

Thanks was slso given to the
Lakewood High School Cholr Frotesters hold a sign during a rally to take down the Confederate flag at the Sowth Carolina Statehouse on Tuesday in Columbla. For years,
Fir “putting Sawmier of the South Caroling lawmakers refused to revisit the Confederate flag on Statehouse grounds, saying the law that took it off the dome was a bi-
map” alter being named a 2015 partisan compromise, and rerewing the debate would unmecessarily expose divisie wounds, The shooting deaths of nine people at a black
Grramimy Sigature School by church im Charleston hawe relgnited calls for the Confederate flag fiying on the grounds of the Statehowse in Columbia te come down,
the Grammy Foundation, ac-

cealing (o Viee Chairwoman £l &
G | Leaders join chorus to remove flag Legislature
et U relied
“Thank youe all for repre-
seqing us in such a wonderfal

SFeLiel S st s e A B dng;
HILLEY oL ey L &

.
Hisraro .|L'.'.'\.'.f.:.'l:'.'.I'.nJ.th\'.r\g_:.'r.l £ Tardzare, n'.'\.rx.':lr ll d b t
Hom JEI?;%JE‘;GH SRR Ol W bl or e v ol natf e “rl e a e

aearyf T fhagy Tho o ool frpornanar depdvd

wiy,” Fleming-MeGhaney Local and stide Surnter e : :
wald. beaders hive ro- remthers weigh in .I':\. ::-.:r.n.m_{:’»'l.:-.:'.-.-.-!_l'i._ n:nd. Frmt':-::'\u'.'.ll:urarhr.;" e issue
The viee chairwoman alse spanded to ealls ““"M"“':\‘* etk ittt Ohe e o "'f'"*“;“"‘ I:ll
sald it means a lot to the com- for the remoyal of ~ 2Mnlonson g iviran afl T sk i farpaics o e
mnity wlen veung people the Confederale flzg e on AT, poridiorsers o e Mother Emaent AME Church
glve back positively to the Lbeattle flag firom - ot vyt graved e e it nolgpeer COLUMBLA (AP — South Care-
COPTREILY. thes gronaid of (e i eyl o et e o that By Hina tawmakers voted overwhelm-
Later during the mecting. South Carolina Statehouse in COWM-  qoueping i o we o ot anstlier o s Ingely Twesday to consider remmo-
cotineil approved o reselution b, Mot ave sodme al their weosds: i el et it S ingg e Confixlerate battle fag
authorizdng an wheeeneent 3 :;‘ '{ i it i Mram thedr Stiehoase grounds as
aprecment awd memorandum rtheners gl wehae st batel R politicians took i a1 Civil Was
of understiuwling ami an Conth £arian Budee fam riger i e == 5. SEM. LINDSEY GRAHAM e svebaols in other stades saying
v ek Lo "

Cemptikrate fand: far b rores e o dotafrese

SED COUNCIL, PAGE AL SET LEADERS, PaG1 A5 SIT DEBATE, PALE A5

State declares incipient drought | Fire destroys mobile home,

i - - f* o
T 2 airlifted to burn center
Extremely ol temperatuns BY COLLYN TAYLOR nd f paappy ot of e
and sparse rainfall have e mEhemOT house when he opened ihe

Tl aBoor andd Mames
Twe people were aidliled  “flashed over on him,” ac-
15 i burn oenter alfler o fire. conding to his rother
completely engmlfod the Chris Houston, When b
Teoaisa® Uhea seeme sOavEne i, s Tl b the amess, Be

prror e e Bouth Carolina
Drought Besponse Compittes:
tew el Dcipicnd drought in
Buwmter, Clarenddan, Lec and

2 otlver coun ke b the Pal-
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TAKING AIM

Lawmakers overwhelmingly vote to debate flag’s fate

Pocied Press

COLLMBEA — South Car-
alina lawnakers voted over-
whelmingly Twesday o con-
siler remsoving the Confeder-
ate flag from their Statchomse
grounds and other politicians
took aim at Civil War-cra
syenboli acrods the South, wy-

Protesters hold a sign during a rally Tuesday to take down

ing changs is imperative afler
polsce said nkne black chuech-
o s were shain il a hae crime.

Prodided by Gov. Wikki
Halews call the day before to
maove the flag o a museum,
Enwmakers 3 s
enabling o flag debabe by a vote
of 103-10 in the House and a
it vide i the Senate,

‘the Confederate flag at the Seuth Carolina Statehouse in

Colurnbia.
RESOCIILD PRESYS

The House vote brought a
slu.nd.lng ovation and rounds
of applagse after Demoscratic
and Republican leaders jodng-
by sponsored the nweasure in a
show of uscharsctersthc unity.
Wery Bew lawmabions rose 1o sy
the flag should stay; some said
they were saving spooches for
whal pramises [ be an cmo-

tiowal debabe Baber this summer.

Lawmakers then prayed for
#ate Sen. Clementa Pinckney,
who joined the legislawre in
1547 and who, os jpastior of Hhe
Emanael African Metbodis

More coverage inside

I South rethin % itz

lcol;ffedemﬁmhamm‘
one o rruan:.\r dwide
that causes division, 10A

M NASCAR supports
push to remove flag, 1B
M Businesses deal with
backlash from flag, 6B

B GREENWOOD COUNTY
Budget issue

comes with
3-mil hike

Contentious 5-2 vote
increases funding to

county career center
By COLIN HiDDLE

crpdtbeitndeagiismal Con

Despile impassioned resislance
from Chadrman Steve Brown. Green
el il appreved a
millage increase. pulting an cnd ta
budget szason

Blureng 2 ape
cial-called paccting
Tucsday 1o allow
the coumty’s three

b i
achoal distgacs ! ey ([

time Lo consider [ %
a millage increase - h

gor the carees con-
ker the 4G, Frank STENEN
BROWN

Ruassell Technology
Center, council disqussed implement-
g 1B irgreaie withoul the cofdens
of Ninely S Schoo] District

Greenwood Zchool THs
anl

=1 R TET

care Shoals Scheal £

Sew BUDGET, page 54
W ABBEVILLE COUNTY
Leaders unite
on strategic plan

By COLIN RIDDLE

kB (i

ABEEVILLE
Abhewille,

The rural
county nestled on
the stare’s l‘-n-r-:lr.'
alle r._\.l 4| B

set of con ||l 1
tions b the L

All for a anited

Those focuses are Al pan of the

Sae PLAN, page 54

Fire claims 2

Frosm shadt repaets

AHBENILLE — Twa men digcd
in a tradler lire i Abbcville Coun-
ty tonight, Corencr Ronnic Ashley
sahd
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Learn more at CarolinasHospital.com.
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TODAY'S
WEATHER

Moty choudy, o
Thunder ko waem
Fikg 1011, Ry T4

DETAILZ 28

Wukela wei

Y GRVIN JACKSON
Morring Hews
gixkeniificienemaeaioam

FLORENCE — The city
of Fhirewee recopnizes its
pasr and current rxee-re-
lated jsswes o5 il moves
ﬁ,lru'.'lrd:im:h:msint;q,hmm-
wovne anel neiglilodlods,
Mayer Seephen | Wukela
said Tuesday on a local ra-
din shmy.

“When | came 10 office
back In 2008, | talked a lot
abonat whiat ks 2 racial divi-

ghs in on race
issues in light of Charleston

hast, Kendrd, “IFyou stand
ot Lhe ['Zil:,'-lf'mull:_.' Cwy-
phex and you look north,
you see a different com-
munity than yeu if you
stand on the CityoCounty
Complex and look south.
“There had been a lack
ol mvestenent in e north
sicle of wwan, a lack of in-
frastruciure aml  privace
investment and the per-

TheVoice of the Pree

a removal to be considered

Trwy ALkt Py

COLUMBIA.  —  South
Carolina lowmakers voted
ovenwhelmingly  Tuesday
o consider removing dwe
Confiederaie (lag from their
Statelumise g:muml-s anrd
other politicians ook aim
ar Civil Warera symibols
ocmoss  the South, saying

HE Ml SRESS
ception that the  black Hirt Micesty, of Colunsbia, helds a Tuesday during a raily to change & imperative al.
communiny wiasn't gening  pake down the Coafederabe nq:lﬁhm l:arti‘im ﬂw ter police said nine black

& fir shake,”

howse in Columbia. The sheoting deaths of ming people at 2 chunchgoers were slain in a

SC lawmakers voted
overwhelmingly Tuesday

TEr rinne Ii||.~!|:|g 163 1 Bise-
um, krwimakers approved a
measure enalding a flag de-
ewis I;r!,'  vobe af [R3-10in
the House ard o voios voie
in the Senae.

The House voie brougha
a xl:nu:li:ug orsdtieons  anc
munds of zpplause alter
DemocrateamlRepublican
leaders jointly sponsomed
the messure in a show of
uncharacteriste unin: Very
few lawmakers rose o say
the dlag should stay; seane

Wukela echoed @ Iot of  black elureh in Charleston hawe refgedted calls for the Com  hate crime
tederale flag fying on the grounds of the Statehouse o come  Pronbded by Goas Nikki
Geo RAGE.Fape 44  down. Haleys call the day befone

WORLD TRAVELERS

san Thal oxisis it i Ly,

Wukela told the show's Sea FLAG, Page 44

SOUTHERN 500

Grand Funk
Railroad

will perform
prerace concert

Frosenlafl repronts

DARLINGTON — [xulington
Raceway’s annual pre-Bojangles'
Sowthem 500 convert will feaiurne
150 rock Banad Grand Funk Rail-
rosd as is main entenainment.

The band, known for its Now 1
hits “We're An Amercan Band®
and Tl Loco-Maotion,” will hit
the stape on Sunday, Sepu &
kick off the Bojfangles’ Southem
M (esivitbes before the moe
180S0 T

“What betier way to celebmie
the 1570 and our relum 1o La-
br Drvy weekend Qe by having
rock legends Grand Fund: Railroad
perform: our Bojangles’ South-
ern 500 Pre-Race Comeerd Pre-
semted by CoeaCola,” Daling-
ton Receway Presidemt Chipwile

WISETGMNILENIRRC S | cald Tuesday in a nows rebease,
Mark Desser, left, walks Tueiday with his som and athlebe Joseph Dedser as the city of Flonenoe's International Children's Games delegation departs the o

Steeat on bz waay o The & F “Cirmmed Funk Railroacls hi sngs

were some of the most meme-
. . . rable from the early “70s They
he ety of Flarenee's del-
cgation departed Tuesday
for The Metheslands, where

are e enkc name in ook mu-
i HI'HI A !I!'JI.'II.'I'H.‘IHJH I":I EIAI' or
celebration.”
_ The bands1573 album. “We'ne

a group of athletes will compete An Americin Baml.” topped oug
next wedk in the International at Mo 2 ek the LS Belllbosid -

; ; e v sie chams. Grand Funk Ratiroad
Children'’s Games. The competi- drummer, Don Brewer is looking
ticen will he held today through
Monday. Several athletes and
[amilics were already in The
Netherlands when the group of
five athbetes, three coaches, the

forvwnd 1o e sent.

“MASCAR and GHAND FUNK
om Labor Day Weckend:™ Brower
sxid in the news wedease, “Gaod
Bless Amesical”™

Fans will have tee opporuniny
fir sare b banad in concer by par-




WEDNESDAY, June 24, 2015

Sherift’s
concerns
won’t stop
race plans

By ZACH MURDOCK
smmurdocioiistand pacixtcom
AN G-R1T

Lol legdiers say thiy will mwowe for-
ward with plans o bost an Ironman
703 eeiatldon on Bilton Head Island
and in greater Blullton despioe Shee-
I T, “Tommeer's comerrms abswt public
safety and cmenpency access during
theevent.

The curmeant proposal would brimg
ans Dz 203 triathbon — half'a full
Ironumaevent — to Hilton Hesd wach
fall for five years, bopinnieg b late
Chetober 206 The race would be on
5 Sumdmy frome nbwweat 730 . to early
aftermom

Om Tuesaday twrming, Tanner voboed
hisconcerns onee mane e edoctod lead-
ers fooem the county, Blaffion and Hilten

Head and officials

MORE INSIDE  from the Hilton

Foramapofthe Head [sland-

propased bike BhaftionClhamber
ol G o TA o Comamerce,

“I11 had thas abil

ON THE WEB ity go vt this, 1

For widloo of vl divsa” Thn-

leaders discuss-  ner skl “Becouss

T know whan the
Ipact = ol o

g ther mrpact
of e race, chok

cnthsstery st be on this rowte,
Islandpacket. or quite frankiy
com any raude for this

lype of competi-
tion deallimg with (U5) 278,

“It's alswst a2 1F rosusen can't have
it theeir oy, then they don' want it all,”
Tz comfimssd

Tanner has repeatedly challenged
leaders o consider “the worst-case
srenario™ about pullie safety and in-
convenieno during the raee, but his
coneerrs have not changed other bead -
rs minds.

Elactnd officials nrestill unanimous-
Iy in Ervor of the evenl, and they dee-
lemded 2 estimated infusion into the
local econony again Tucsday

“In's toa imgportant for our comans
wity mit b embrace something like
this,” sagd Hilton Hend Island Town
Crnancilsan Lee Edwards, sl ks aloe
a triathlete, "ot onldy i it a bl voo-
nembe driver, bat these ane the typeol
ol wow want visitinge [s 2 big PR
bonamez for owr area, [ just think it's n
relly fantastic event™

Proazi seo RACE on FA

IN THEIR WORDS

= Sherdff P.J. Tanner: “If | had the
abity bo wata this, | would da o,
Bpcanse | krows whioh thampact
is goireg B0 bo on Ehis route, or
quite frardthy. amy route for this

SLAND PACKET

J.. Hilton Head Island ® Bluffton

76 cents

"HAIE ... WILL NOT DIVIDE US’

SC lawmakers overwhelmingly vote to debate Confederate flag

My Grear GreaT
(GRANDFATHER

WAS

A CoNFEPERATE SolPIE

RAINIER EHRHARDT » The Asnciaed Pees

Pratesters hold $igns as they chant during & rally to take down the Confedoerate flag at the South Carcling Statehouse on Tuesday,

By SEANMA ADCON, JEFFREY COLLING and JOMATHAN DREW

ingly Tuesday to consider removing the

Comfiderte Mg from the Statchouse
grounds, and ether politicians ook aim at
Civil War-cra symbials across the South, .‘u}'i:rr,:
change is imperative after nine black churchgo-

s-:ull:h Claralms Brwmakors vioted overwhelm-

erswere shiin

'eodibed by Gove Mikkd Haley's call the day before

The Associabed Press

iz e Flonse aawd o vobce vote in the Senate.

T House vote brought 2 gtanding ovtion amd
ringricls m'app!-."lu“-l:-."lﬁw Dhemyocranic and Boepubli-
can leadiers jointly sponsored the measuncina show
ufuncharacteristic unity. Very few lzsmakers rose
towssmy thee A shoald stmy; soane said they woere sav-
imr speeches forwhat promises (o be an enmstimal

debate later this sunamer
Lavanakers then praved in memory of state Sei

terrmsve the flag 1o o mmseum, Domaders appraved
ameasune erabling o flag debate by o ovste of BE-10

IN BEAUFOQRT COUNTY

Clementa Pinckmey, wh joined the legislature in

Pleazo sen FLAG on TA

Lawmakers weigh in on controversy

By REBECCA LURYE
rhuryefislandpacket.oom
FAI-TG-E15E

While six local legislators have
oo ot in suppert of rense-
e U Comfederate (s fram the
Statebouse grounds, tao others
T pemsnnsed auict o the ks,

State Reps, Jofl Bradley and

Slampon Erfekson have nol com-
emited s calls o rermove the g

a debate: spagked by the desdhy
Chardeston church shooting Last
witek — dispite repeated calls
and emails by The Idand Packet
arnd “The Beaufort Gazctte,

Nine people, including state
SenClementa Minchney of Jasper

County, were slain in the o
creat Enanacl AME Chiarch ke
Jume 1T

St Sen Tom Devis, B-Beufort,
and Hep. Eenneth Hodaes,
[-Green Pond, called for the
removal of the flag Momday

Ploaso se0 WEIGH |N an TA

B i FOROLD
thee Riotunda of
the Statchouso
froem 1 e 5 pumi Mo phobograshs or
wichecd aparng vwill Bl alkowmcd,

MORE INSIDE

= Dhanvic Lonciosrclaby visils Pinchoey™s
hormetown church, 3A

= Sper whore Legislators stand on tho
Py imsu, B

= Exhiforinl: Mowy 13 Uha v 00 Asar
Mo Gy

= Mational retailers pall Condodor-
abe Alags from shoelves and websitos
bt manufactuners say Ssales are now
SurcEng, BA

allever use of the Confecderate fagin
gy altal capacityv 18
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