
From: Robin Owens <rowens@sowellgray.com>
To: Catone, TonyTony.Catone@dss.sc.gov

Whittle, AmandaAmanda.Whittle@dss.sc.gov
Davis, TaronTaron.Davis@dss.sc.gov
Pisarik, HollyHollyPisarik@gov.sc.gov
Butch BowersButch@ButchBowers.com
Shackelford, JohnJohn.Shackelford@dss.sc.gov

CC: Monty Toddmtodd@sowellgray.com
Becky Laffitteblaffitte@sowellgray.com

Date: 2/19/2016 4:54:25 PM
Subject: Draft Email from Monty to be sent to Matthew with revised Agreement - Please see Below

For your approval:
 
 
Dear Matthew:
 
Attached please find a proposed revised Settlement Agreement.  We do not believe the proposed 
changes change the substance of the Agreement, but rather clarifies the provisions.  We will be 
happy to talk with you to discuss these proposed changes and the reasons for them.  The Director 
has reviewed and approved these proposed clarifications.
 
We plan to request that several of the deadlines be extended and phased in.  The Director has had 
discussions with several of her peers around the country who have been through these types of 
agreement and has been informed that having all of the requirements imposed at once creates a 
recipe for failure that can actually inhibit the goal of both the plaintiffs and the defendants to improve 
the foster child care system. 
 
Several members of the Legislature have also informed the Director that they want to be apprised of 
any Settlement Agreement before she signs it.  We recognize that the Legislature cannot have the 
final say so on the execution of this Agreement, but the Director must pay deference to the 
Legislature because the Legislature is the entity that funds DSS, and without sufficient funding, DSS 
will not be able to improve the foster care system.
 
We, by copy of this email to Judge Duffy, want to request a private meeting with him to discuss some 
of the issues we are facing and what we believe we need to do to get to a final agreement.
 
 
Monty Todd
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Robin Owens    v-card
Legal Assistant
803 231.7805 
 
www.sowellgray.com     Supporting Green. Please print wisely.

NOTICE:  This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may contain information which is legally privileged or 
otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If 
you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in error, please 
immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, 
forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.

IRS DISCLAIMER:  As required by U.S. Treasury Regulations governing tax practice, you are hereby advised that any written tax advice 
contained herein was not written or intended to be used (and cannot be used) by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that 
may be imposed under the Internal Revenue Code.
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