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LINDSEY O.'GRAHAM

290 RussELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
SOUTH CAROLINA

WAaSHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-5972

UNITED STATES SENATE RECEIVE

March 24, 2009 .
MAR 3 0 2003
Department of Health & Human Services
Z.m. Emma Forkner OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
Director
SC Department of Health and Human Services

PO Box 8206
Columbia, SC 29202-8206

Dear Ms. Forkner:

The attached letter concerns an issue outside my official jurisdiction. Therefore, as a courtesy to
my constituent, I am sending this correspondence to your attention.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I ask that you please respond directly to the
individual.

Sincerely,

Lindsey O. Graham
United States Senator
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<PREFIX>Mrs</PREFIX>
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<LAST>Brunson</LAST>
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<ADDR2></ADDR2>
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<HPHONE>(803)942-5307</HPHONE>
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<EMAIL>sac9381@yahoo.com</EMAIL>
<ISSUE>HEA</ISSUE>

<>Yes, I would like a written response.</>
<MSG>Senator Graham,

I am writing today to voice my opinion on Medicaid. [ am currently 26wks pregnant and have been
denied for medicaid because of my husband's income. I understand that there are guidelines that they
must follow as far as who is approved or not, but I am not sure I agree with these guidelines. The issue
of cost of living is not even a factor in any of these programs. I have not even been able to receive
adequate health care for myself or my baby. I have previous cardiac problems that have returned since
pregnancy and have not even been able to have that seen about because of the amount of money
required. I understand all about having health insurance and all because up until last year I was covered
under Blue Cross Blue Shield, and when I left my job my husbands job told him that he would have to
wait for open enrollement, by that time we already knew I was pregnant and they would not cover the
pregnancy. That leaves me without any proper health insurance. We are told that ther!

e are so many programs to help with pregnancy, but when someone applies that genuinly needs it, its
denied. I am most definantly not looking for a handout, but I would like the oppurtunity to receive the
same prenatal care as others.

Sincerely,
Sharon Brunson</MSG>

<>please enter your zip code in the format 12345 or 12345-1234.</>
</APP>
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State of South Caroling
Bepartment of Hexlth and Himenr Serfices

Mark Sanford Emma Forkner
Governor Director

April 3, 2009

Mrs. Sharon Brunson
Post Office Box 1475
Varnville, South Carolina 29944

Dear Mrs. Brunson:

US Senator Lindsey Graham asked our agency to assist you with your questions
about Medicaid eligibility.

Unfortunately, your application for Medicaid’s Pregnant Women (PW) program
was denied in November 2008, because your monthly income exceeded the
allowable limit. Income is based on gross earnings and does not allow deductions
for taxes, utilities, car payments or other living expenses.

An alternate health insurance option through AugeoBenefits offers a variety of
health insurance plans from top-rated insurance carriers. You may wish to look
over the enclosed brochure and contact them at 1-866-273-5613 or visit their
website at www.augeobenefits.com/sc to see if they can assist you and your
family.

Enclosed is information on other programs and organizations that can assist
residents in South Carolina with their healthcare needs, prescriptions and inpatient
hospitalization.

If you have other questions about the Medicaid program, please contact Jenny
Lynch at (803) 898-3965. We hope this information is helpful.

Sincerely,

Alicia Jacobs
Deputy Director
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