
South Carolina
Hospital Associationcertificate of need

The South Carolina Hospital Association believes an efficient Certificate of Need program is vital for our state not only to protect and enhance patient care, but 
also to maintain a financially viable hospital safety net program. Statutory and regulatory changes have been made to the program throughout its history. However, 
changes in the healthcare delivery system and improvements in technology have created new circumstances and questions with respect to the CON process As 
with any regulatory system, continued improvement is always necessary.

THE HOSPITAL COMMUNITY IN SOUTH CAROLINA IS RECOMMENDING
THE FOLLOWING ENHANCEMENTS AND EFFICIENCIES TO THE PROGRAM

SCHA recommends removing the CON requirement for the following items:

H
 Adding New Beds in an Existing Licensed Acute Care, Rehab or Psychiatric Hospital

to aud new beds m a sewice Tor which they nare ict a'ready been licensed facuie oa e, rehan or psyL h, nowe/er if t ris charne -s aonrared 
we recommend the faoiliti°s be requred to notify DHEC when me,' increase tne bed comp erne it sc me depart ient cm re/i-e trs- 

„ additions,or expansions in statewide inventoried: ‘ ,

. . Expanding a Service for Which CON has been Previously Awarded
fffflw believe services tat '-ave been appioved through X'x CON process snouic oe oermiftc to c*pai d wthcu-1 mmu *o comm a second 

LON However we do ^commend toat facilte oe reqj, ed to rot.fy DHEC wnen ney exoand -ra,r sereers so tne o-oartine-’tcm ref.n t 
those expansions in statewide inventories

The Conversion of Acute Care Beds to Psychiatric Beds with Certain Limitations.
Virtjail', ever, ncspral in the state is coming psychiati c p-rento 11 the ED There are rot enough out urs a.ailasie to Imsp'tals in tw rq 
place tnese patie-ts n mom su tao.e Settirgs By aiicv-. .g the no ireision or acute ere beds to psyc'uatoc peas w ti certa o ' r taters 
rosp'tas .vil be aola to better address the mental nealti needs o* tne community and i%se patents f cc^ra to the ED '< 
psychiatric .services. '" . 1 - :

Equipment Threshold
[itl| t' minate the doi.ar thresnoid tor meciicai rauioment or ■ mreaoe me thres ioid to a minimum of at leest £2 mu lor torcuon regulari a k 
I------IW cldrrvtnedef.n'tionoi ixeequ.pnierf’ unaa, tne cu, rem mature aCON ,s nctreomed v.iienmgreLnc, mreuccmg ikeeauipmen- bt

tne inie-pretaran o i'ke equipment' is no: e'ear

,nem is also a statutory recu.rement toat cera-n capita, exoenditures obtain a CON -Ire dc.iar mresho'd is cs-aohsbed tniough <eouiction 
, J recormeild lQa'lf DS 'ncreasea to $n mill,on a- o me ',st or exemptions be expands Ae a'so reccmn’eno - let d e

ibies,told be ndexed annual!v to tne medical tare consu ner price inao*

|£g||Streamlining the CON Process
There are several recommer^afions tos^^l^^.CWprocess^We believe thaft,he'time James for public notice

b? ajfowt to post aP public nofcces on their web site as opposeo ta waiting on 
puaic^n or MSfete Regi^We aso mWnw^j^'the.D^W^’^fedtrotn the appeals proceed, that ^requirement gr a 
wriitende^mm^^^ <. ■ , a


