
Farm bill veto
South Carolina's farmers,

especially those in the lower
half of the state, suffered
immeasurably last October
when torrential rains washed

out their crops. Farmers lost
$500 million in what became
known as a "thousand­year"
flood that dumped more than
two feet of rain on parts of the
state.

Thanks to the vision of the

South Carolina Legislature,
that aid is on its way. Both the
House and Senate voted over­

whelmingly to override Gov.
Nikki Haley's veto of the aid
package. (The Senate voted
39­3 and the House voted
112­2.) If ever there was an
appropriate time for the state
to step in and offer those
farmers relief, this is it. After
all, agriculture is among the
top industries in South Car­
olina, and failure to lend aid
after a once­a­millennium
disaster would have been a

failure of government. ...
With all due respect to the

Governor's Office and Gov.
Haley, cheerleading from the
halls of government would
have done very little to help
the state's farmers who suf­
fered an aggregate $376 mil­
lion in crop losses alone dur­
ing last year's floods.
Yes, we should treat every­

one fairly. Haley should have
been eager to help these farm­
ers deal with these unprece­
dented losses. Everyone
would understand, then, if
some other business sector

suffers a catastrophe and the
state steps in to mitigate those
losses to preserve jobs and
revenue.

­ Greenville News
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THE STATE

Bathroom
bill's main
problem
has
nothing
to do with
bathrooms
I NEVER BOTHERED to

read Sen. Lee Bright's bath­
room bill. I knew the Senate
would never debate it, much

less pass it, because of what I call
the single­senator veto: Senate
rules allow a single senator to
prevent so much as a debate on a
bill unless at least a majority of
senators vote to give it one of the
coveted debate slots on the Sen­
ate calendar.
On Friday, I read Sen. Larry

Grooms' bathroom bill, because
it is a whole different animal,
with a whole different set of
rules.
Those different rules are

throwbacks to legislators' 19th
century tradition of running their
home counties from Columbia,
and they explain why we are
again talking about which bath­
rooms, locker rooms and show­
ers transgendered students can
use, nearly a month after we
thought that debate was over.
There are legitimate questions

about whether a federal law
passed in 1972 really requires
pubescent girls to share a locker
room with children who think
they are girls but who were born
as — and might still have the
genitalia of — boys. But that is a
matter that ultimately will be
settled by the courts.
But whether or not we think

our Legislature ought to volun­
teer to lose $870 million a year in
federal funding in the event that
the courts agree with the Obama
administration's aggressive in­
terpretation of the law, we all
ought to agree that a couple of
obscure legislators should not be
able to make that decision for the
entire state.

If we could agree on that, then
maybe we could make some
headway on a matter that has a
much greater impact on our
schools than how they deal with
societal norms about gender and
sexuality that are changing at
breathtaking speed.
Mr. Grooms' bill to require

students to use the bathroom

that corresponds to their gender
at birth, S.1306, is what's called a
local bill, in this case a bill that
applies only to Berkeley County.
Local bills don't go to commit­

tee, so they don't get the vetting
that other bills do; only senators
who represent the affected coun­
ty vote on them. It's not un­
common for a local bill to be

introduced on a Tuesday, given
second reading on Wednesday
and third reading on Thursday,
repeat the process in the other
body and land on the governor's
desk the following week.
But this bill is different. North

Carolina's experience with its
own bathroom bill freaked out

our socially conservative legisla­
tors and business leaders and

governor so much that after
defeating Mr. Bright's bathroom
bill, they rallied again on Thurs­
day to stop Mr. Grooms' bill.
That's much more difficult to

do. It used to be Senate tradition

that kept senators from other
counties from voting on local
bills. But a few years ago the
Senate amended its rules to ac­

tually prohibit those outside
votes. Because Senate districts

cross county lines, senators cast
weighted votes that reflect the
portion of the county's popula­
tion they represent. Mr. Grooms
represents more than half the
voters in Berkeley County, so he
can pass pretty much any local
bill he wants. Normally, the other
four senators who represent part
of the county can't even slow
him down for more than 15 min­
utes — the maximum time the

Senate allows opponents to speak
against a local bill.
Outside senators were able to

slow down Mr. Grooms on

Thursday by adjourning for the
week — thereby relinquishing
hours of time they could have
debated bills that desperately
need debate as the legislative
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session winds down. They will be
hard­pressed to do the same on
Tuesday.
Ultimately, the bill is unlikely

to become law, because even if
the House passes it — and it's not
clear that Berkeley County
House members are interested in

it — Gov. Nikki Haley is likely to
veto it. And when a vetoed local

bill returns to the Legislature, the
rules change. In 2011 the Su­
preme Court ruled that a veto is a
veto, and it takes two­thirds of
the membership of each body —
not just two­thirds of those vot­

ing — to override. So now the
entire Senate and House routine­

ly vote with the local legislators
to override the veto. But they
don't have to.

The Legislature occasionally
finds a single­county bill so in­
tolerable that it lets it die. And
from this occasional exercise of

representative democracy I have
developed a fantasy — that one
day, one bill will be so awful that
lawmakers will come to their

senses. They will not just kill that
one bill; they will end the whole,
antiquated practice.
Most single­county laws are

unconstitutional, although that

doesn't stop legislators from
passing them. Single­county
school laws are worse than un­

constitutional. They are holding
our state back. They are perpetu­
ating the problems that have
prevented our Legislature from
providing a decent education to
all children in our state.

Single­county school laws
buttress our practice of writing
different rules for different dis­

tricts. They allow legislators to
fixate on the minutia of their
local school districts and craft
discrete, expedient solutions for
their problems rather than focus­
ing on ways to improve all of our
schools. In so doing, they dis­
courage the Legislature from
making the reforms we need to
improve public education for all
children. And that does more

damage than any bathroom
policy — from the left or the right
— ever will.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771­8571.

a
LOCAL BILLS ARE

THROWBACKS TO
LEGISLATORS' 19TH
CENTURY TRADITION
OF RUNNING THEIR
HOME COUNTIES FROM
COLUMBIA.
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LETTERSFROM OURREADERS

Gov. Haleyhas shown no
compassion forourfarmers
Gov. NikkiHaley's veto ofthe farm­

ers'aid billshould disturball South
Carolinians whocare about our farmers.
Mostof us aredependent on farmers
forour dailybread.As a bumpersticker
says:"No farms,nofood."
YetHaley,aRepublican, hasshown

nocompassion for farmerswhoare in
distressthrough nofault of their own.
Sadly,Gov. Haley seemsunable to

make a distinction between farmers
whogrow ourfoodand whoare at the
mercy ofthe weather,and other groups

seeking help fromthe government.
The Republican Partyisnot what it

usedtobe; nor aremany politicians
who call themselves"conservative."
If ourgovernment can'thelp people

inneed, what goodis it?
As aRepublican statesenator once

declared, "Sometimes it isnecessary to
put ourprinciples aside anddowhat's
right." Thanksto theLegislature for
overriding thegovernor's ill­advised
veto.

–AnthonyJ.DiStefano
Aiken
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Women with dense breasts
more at risk for breast cancer
BY STEPHANIE TURNER
stumer@aikenstaiularcl.com
On May 12, South Carolina Gov.

Nikki Haley signed Hope's Law.
The law requires "mammogram

providers to provide a mam­
mogram report to patients about
breast density and to require these
providers to include a conspicuous
notice when a mammogram shows
the presence of dense breast tis­
sue," as stated on the South Caro­
lina Legislature's website.
South Carolina is not the first

state to sign such a law, according
to the American College of Radiol­
ogy­
"This notification is meant to

facilitate communication between
a woman and her doctor, to discuss
any risk factors that might call
for additional testing, such as an
ultrasound or MRI," said Lisa Hill,
a mammography supervisor with
Aiken Regional Medical Centers.

What is breast density?
A woman's breast contains fatty

tissue and other tissue, such as
fibrous and glandular tissue, accord­
ing to Dr. Joshua Rafoth, a radiolo­
gist with Brown & Radiology As­
sociates and the medical director of

University Hospital's Breast Health
Imaging Center.
Having a dense breast means the

woman has more fibrous and glan­
dular tissue than fatty tissue, accord­
ing to Hill.
A way to see if a female patient has

a dense breast is through a mammo­
gram, or a breast X­ray exam.
"When viewed on a mammogram,

women with dense breasts have
more dense tissue than fatty tissue."
states the Mayo Clinic. "On a mam­
mogram, nondense breast tissue
appears dark and transparent. Dense
breast tissue appears as a solid
white area on a mammogram, which
makes it difficult to see through."
There is no concrete reason why

some women develop dense breast
tissue. However, women who are in
their 40s and 50s, are premenopaus­
al and/or taking hormone therapy for
menopause might be more likely to
have dense breasts, according to the
Mayo Clinic.
"We can't really predict a woman's

breast density ... until we do a mam­
mogram," Rafoth said.
Men do not get dense breasts, ac­

cording to the American Cancer

Society.

Breast density,
breast cancer

High breast density is a risk fac­
tor for breast cancer, according to
the Cancer Treatment Centers of
America.
Other risk factors for breast cancer

include aging, having a family his­
tory of breast cancer, being obese and
heavy drinking.
Early detection is key to fighting

breast cancer, according to the Amer­
ican Cancer Society.
"From the time that breast tissue

starts to develop.... ladies need to be
taught to examine their breast tissue,"
said Carolyn Cook, breast health
nurse navigator with Aiken Regional.
Signs can include changes in how

the breast or nipple feels or looks, ac­
cording to the National Breast Cancer
Foundation.
"Most often, these symptoms are

not due to cancer, but any breast
cancer symptom you notice should
be investigated as soon as it is discov­
ered." the foundation further states.
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Mammograms,
breast cancer

A mammogram is one way breast
cancer is detected.
"A lot of ladies do not realize that

they can schedule their own (screen­
ing or routine) mammogram without
a doctor's order," Cook said. "They
do have to have a doctor that they've
seen within the past year that the
report can go to."
The American Cancer Society

states that a woman should be given
the option to start getting her annual
breast cancer screening between the
ages of 40 and 44.

A woman should start her annual
mammogram at the age of 45 and
can be seen every two years starting
at the age of 55.
A woman at risk for breast cancer

may be able to get a mammogram at
an earlier age, Hill said.
"If you have a palpable lump or

something ... and are under 30.
we start with an ultrasound," Hill
said. "You don't want to radiate the
breast,... and if the radiologist still
has questions, they decide, if you are
under the age of 30, if you need the
mammogram."
Men at risk for breast cancer may

also get a mammogram done, ac­

cording to the American Cancer
Society.
Treatment for breast cancer de­

pends on the patient but can include
surgery, radiation and/or chemo­
therapy, Cook said.
For more information on breast

density or breast cancer, visit www.
mayoclinic.org, www.nationalbreast
cancer.org, www.cancer.org or
www.cancercenter.com.

Stephanie Turner graduated from
Valdosta State University in 2012.
She then signed on with the Aiken
Standard, where she is now the
features reporter.
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STAFF PHOTO BYSTEPHANIETURNER

Lisa Hill, a mammography supervisor with Aiken Regional Medical Centers, explains how a digital mammogram machine works at the Women's
Breast Health & Imaging Center at Aiken Regional.
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ANALYSIS

Some sayTrump
shouldpickScott
Senatorfrom SouthCarolinacouldfix Trump's diversity
problem,political observerssay
...................................................................................................................

Haleytouts"NewSouth" elsewherewhileS.C.farmers
causearow
...................................................................................................................

Slainsenator'sportraittobe unveiledduring Dayof
Remembrance
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

DonaldTrumpcould
findaSouthCarolinafix
forhis"seriousdemo­
graphicchallenge,"pundits
say.
Yes,Gov.NikkiHaley,

SouthCarolina'sfirstIndi­
an­Americanandfirst
femalegovernor,
voluntarilyremoved
herselffromtherunningto
beDonaldTrump'srun­
ningmateaftertheNew
Yorkbillionairebecame
thepresumptiveGOP
presidentialnominee.
(Still,aRasmussenpoll
takenaboutaweekafter
Haleybowedoutshowed
that9percentofGOP
voterswantedherinthe
VPspotanyway.)Now,

however,anotherpromi­
nentS.C.Republican's
namehascomeup.
U.S.Sen.TimScott,

R­NorthCharleston,would
be"oneofthefew
plausiblepicks,"according
toa"Veepstakes"report
broughttoRasmussenby
theprognosticatorsfrom
LarrySabato'sCrystalBall.
AsthefirstAfrican­

AmericanU.S.senator
fromtheSouthsinceRe­
construction,Scottcould
helpTrumpaddresshis
"seriousdemographic
challengeowingtohis
awfulratingsamongnon­
whitevoters,whocould
makeup30percentorso
oftheelectoratein2016,"

theCrystalBallersfrom
theUniversityofVirginia
wrote.
WithU.S.Sens.TedCruz

andMarcoRubiooutofthe
picture,"therearen'tmany
optionstocounterthis
problemforTrump,even
tothelimitedextentthata
runningmatecouldad­
dressthatissue."
WhetherScottwould

acceptaTrumpofferis
anotherquestion.
AskedlateFriday,Scott's

campaignspokesperson
saidthesenatorisfocused
onlyonrepresentingS.C.
residentsandwinning
re­electionthisfall.
But,inFebruary,Scott

criticizedTrumpfornot

immediatelycondemning
theKuKluxKlanandDa­
vidDukeafterthewhite
supremacistandformer
KKKgrandwizarden­
dorsedhim.
IfScottcouldoverlook

that­andanyotherfollies
theonce­Rubioenthusiast
seesinthepresumptive
nominee­Trumpwould
beluckytohaveScottasa
runningmate,saidColum­
biaGOPpoliticalconsul­
tantLukeByars,whohas
donesomefundraising
workforthesenator.
"He'sdevelopedarepu­

tationoutsideofSouth
Carolinaasabridge
builderandaconservative

SEESCOTT,4A

FROM PAGE 3A

SCOTT
consensusbuilder,"Byars
said."He'sverywellre­
spectedandverywell
liked....Ifheweretoget
asked,I'msurehewould
giveitseriousconsider­
ation."
Byarssaidhewassur­

prisedScott'snamehasn't
comeupsooner,butthat's
likelybecausethesenator

"doesn'tseekthelimelight.
He'dbemoreathome
doingcharityworkbackin
SouthCarolina,hanging
outwithhisfamily."

HALEYHEADSFOR
HIGHERGROUND
RepublicanHaley's

latestpoliticalbattleship
mayhavesunkswiftly­

andoverwhelmingly­
lastweek,whentheGOP­
controlledLegislature
deep­sixedhervetoof
$40millioninfloodaidto
farmerswholostcropsin
October's historic tor­
rents.
ButHaleystillhasplenty

ofpoliticalcapital­
enoughtoliftherupand

awayfromhercriticsin
SouthCarolina'swater­
loggedpeanut­farmer
gallery.
LastTuesday,Haley

campaignedinRichmond
alongsideVirginiaGOP
gubernatorialcandidateEd
Gillespie,aformerRepub­
licanNationalCommittee
chairmanwhohashelped
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recruitminoritiestorun
downballot.Theprevious
Friday,Haleyspokeonthe
"NewSouth"atTennessee
Republicans'annualdinner
inNashville.

DAYOFREMEMBRANCE

OnWednesday,theS.C.
LegislativeBlackCaucusis
holdinga"DayofRe­
membrance,ADayof
Celebration"attheState­
house­lessthanamonth
beforethefirstanniversary
ofagunmanentering

Charleston'sEmanuel
AMEChurchandslaying
nineAfrican­American
parishioners.
Theeventstartswitha

prayermeetingunderthe
domeat2p.m.,following
theelectionofanewstate

SupremeCourtchiefjus­
tice.At4p.m.,aportraitof
DemocraticstateSen.
ClementaPinckney,a
pastorwhowasslainwhile
leadingaBiblestudyathis
church,willbeunveiled.
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S.C. farm aid isn't a
'bailout' for farmers
Gov. Nikki Haley might have

been right when she said that
South Carolina wouldn't "bail
out" farmers devastated by Oc­

?????????????
What the General Assembly approved,

over her objection, was not a bailout but
$40 million in much­needed disaster relief
for that vital economic mainstay.
By a vote of 39­3 in the Senate last

Wednesday and 112­2 vote in the House
last Tuesday, legislators overrode Haley's
veto. That means farmers can apply for
grants of up to $100,000 (no more than 20
percent of a farmer's total loss) to buy seed
and fertilizer and get back on their feet af­
????????????????????????????????????????????
of water.
The Legislature made the right move for

farmers, who play a key role in the well­
being of the state and its residents.
The only senators voting not to override

at Wednesday's session were Republicans
Lee Bright, Tom Davis and Larry Grooms.
Grooms, R­Daniel Island, said he opposed
the bill over concerns about the mechanism
for administering the money.
The bill provides for a nine­member Farm

Aid Advisory Board to be created by the
end of May.
Certainly those appointments should

be made carefully to include people who
understand the economics of agriculture,
as well as best practices for making such
distributions.
The board should also be ready to hit the

ground running. Every week that goes by,
more farmers become vulnerable to fore­
closures.
Some farmers were already in a bind
when the 1,000­year rains came. The sum­
mer of 2015 was hot and very dry, parch­
????????????????????????????????????????
destroying more crops, ruining expensive
farm equipment and wiping out farmers'
savings. Altogether, the farming industry
lost $586 million last year in South Caro­
lina. The bill approved by the Legislature
won't allow farmers to use state aid to
lower their debt or buy equipment.
Legislators were wise to recognize the dire
need and not be distracted by the governor's
contention that farmers had enough assis­
tance from elsewhere and should receive
nothing more than other industries received.
In another stunning move, Gov. Haley
opted not to request FEMA assistance for
farmers as she did for homeowners, who
received $375 million.
So many farmers didn't qualify for federal
help, some didn't have insurance and some
???????????????????????????????
Legislators got it. When the House voted
to override Gov. Haley's veto, the chamber
broke into applause.
The entire state should be happy to help
farmers recover from a disaster and get back
to planting and harvesting fresh produce
that residents – and the state economy – de­
pend on.

­ Post & Courier, Charleston
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Local farmer Clint Brown said this 40­acre field he rents off Highway 389 in the Wagener­Salley
area experienced an erosion problem, with water coming out of the field and heading to a
nearby home.
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BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

Donald Trump couldfind
aSouth Carolinafix for his
"serious demographic chal­
lenge,"pundits say.
Yes, Gov.NikkiHaley,

SouthCarolina's first Indi­
an­American andfirst fe­
male governor,voluntarily
removed herselffrom the
running tobeDonald
Trump's runningmate after
the NewYork billionaire
became the presumptive
GOP presidentialnominee.
(Still, aRasmussen poll
takenabout a weekafter
Haley bowed outshowed
that 9percent ofGOP voters
wanted herinthe VP spot
anyway.) Now,however,
anotherprominent S.C.
Republican's name has
come up.
U.S. Sen.TimScott,R­

NorthCharleston, wouldbe
"one ofthe fewplausible
picks," according toa
"Veepstakes" reportbrought
toRasmussen bythe prog­
nosticators fromLarry Saba­

to's CrystalBall.
As the first African­Amer­

ican U.S.senator fromthe
Southsince Reconstruction,
Scottcouldhelp Trump
address his"serious de­
mographicchallenge owing
tohis awfulratings among
nonwhite voters, whocould
make up30 percentor so of
the electorate in2016,"the
CrystalBallers from the
University ofVirginia wrote.
WithU.S. Sens.Ted Cruz

andMarco Rubio outof the
picture, "therearen't many
optionstocounter this
problemfor Trump, even to
thelimited extent that a
runningmate couldaddress
that issue."
WhetherScottwould

acceptaTrump offer is
anotherquestion.
Askedlate Friday, Scott's

campaignspokesperson said
thesenator is focused only
onrepresenting S.C. resi­
dents andwinningre­elec­
tionthis fall.
But, inFebruary,Scott

criticized Trumpfor not
immediatelycondemning
theKu KluxKlan and David
Duke afterthe white su­
premacistand formerKKK
grandwizard endorsedhim.
IfScott couldoverlook

that –andany other follies
theonce­Rubio enthusiast
seesinthe presumptive
nominee –Trump wouldbe
luckytohave Scott asa
runningmate, saidColum­
biaGOP politicalconsultant
LukeByars,who hasdone
some fundraisingwork for
the senator.
"He's developed a reputa­

tion outside of SouthCar­
olina asabridge builderand
a conservativeconsensus
builder," Byars said."He's
very well respectedand very
well liked. ... Ifhewere to
get asked, I'm surehewould
give it seriousconsider­
ation."
Byars saidhe wassur­

prised Scott's namehasn't
come upsooner, but that's
likely because the senator

"doesn't seekthe limelight.
He'd bemore at home doing
charity work backin South
Carolina, hanging outwith
his family."
Not exactlythe style

Trump hasintoned with his
reality­TV and campaign­
stump celebrity.
Nevertheless, Scott

"would beagreatbalance
for the ticket," Byars said
with "tongue firmlyplanted
incheek."

HALEYHEADSFOR
HIGHER GROUND
Republican Haley'slatest

politicalbattleship mayhave
sunkswiftly –andover­
whelmingly –last week,
when the GOP­controlled
Legislature deep­sixed her
veto of $40 million inflood
aid tofarmerswho lost
crops inOctober's historic
torrents.
ButHaley stillhas plenty

of politicalcapital –enough
tolift her upandaway from
her criticsinSouthCar­
olina's waterlogged peanut­
farmergallery.
LastTuesday, Haley cam­

paigned inRichmond along­
sideVirginia GOP guberna­
torialcandidate Ed Gil­
lespie,aformerRepublican
National Committee chair­
man whohashelped recruit
minorities torundown bal­
lot.
The previous Friday, Ha­

ley spoke onthe "New
South" at Tennessee Repub­
licans'annual dinnerin
Nashville.
(The Buzzwonders if the

Tennesseans asked Haley
where theangry farmersfit
inher definitionof anew
South.)

BUZZBITE
A Day ofRemem­

brance.On Wednesday, the
S.C. LegislativeBlack Cau­
cus isholding a"Day of
Remembrance, ADay of
Celebration" at the State
House –lessthan amonth
beforethe one­yearanni­
versary of agunmanenter­
ingCharleston's Emanuel
AME Churchandslaying
nine African­Americanpar­
ishioners. Theevent starts
with aprayer meeting under
the domeat 2 p.m., follow­
ingthe electionof anew
stateSupreme Court chief
justice. At4p.m., aportrait
of DemocraticstateSen.
Clementa Pinckney,a
pastor whowas slainwhile
leading aBiblestudy at his
church,will beunveiled.

TWEETOF THE WEEK
From S.C. politicaloper­

ative PhilBailey@PhilBai­
leySC onlawmakers voting
tooverride Haley'svetoof
aid for flooded farmers: "Be
onthe look outfor the 5S.C.
lawmakers who voted
against farmersthis week.
All spottedin thiscar," a
small, yellow minicar
shown.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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U.S.Sen.TimScott,R­NorthCharleston

Republican Haley'slatest
politicalbattleship mayhave
sunkswiftly –andover­
whelmingly –last week,
when the GOP­controlled
Legislature deep­sixed her
veto of $40 million inflood
aid tofarmerswho lost
crops inOctober's historic
torrents.
ButHaley stillhas plenty

of politicalcapital –enough
tolift her upandaway from
her criticsinSouthCar­
olina's waterlogged peanut­
farmergallery.
LastTuesday, Haley cam­

paigned inRichmond along­
sideVirginia GOP guberna­
torialcandidate Ed Gil­

lespie,aformerRepublican
National Committee chair­
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The previous Friday, Ha­
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nine African­Americanpar­
ishioners. Theevent starts
with aprayer meeting under
the domeat 2 p.m., follow­
ingthe electionof anew
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justice. At4p.m., aportrait
of DemocraticstateSen.
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Could SC be answerto
Trump's diversityproblem?
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

Donald Trump couldfinda
SouthCarolina fix forhis "se­
riousdemographic challenge,"
pundits say.
Yes, Gov.NikkiHaley, South

Carolina's firstIndian­American
andfirst femalegovernor,
voluntarily removed herself
fromthe running tobeDonald
Trump's running mateafter the
New Yorkbillionaire became
the presumptive GOPpresi­
dential nominee.(Still, aRas­
mussen polltaken about aweek
after Haley bowed outshowed
that 9percent ofGOP voters
wanted herinthe VP spot any­
way.)Now, however, another
prominentS.C. Republican's
namehas come up.
U.S. Sen.Tim Scott,R­North

Charleston,would be"one of
the fewplausible picks," accord­
ingtoa"Veepstakes"report
broughtto Rasmussenby the
prognosticators fromLarry Sa­

bato'sCrystal Ball.
As the firstAfrican­American

U.S. senator fromthe South
since Reconstruction,Scott
couldhelp Trump addresshis
"serious demographic challenge
owing tohisawful ratings
among nonwhite voters, who
couldmake up30 percent or so
of theelectorate in2016,"the
Crystal Ballersfrom theUni­
versityof Virginia wrote.
WithU.S. Sens.Ted Cruzand

Marco Rubio outof thepicture,
"therearen't many optionsto
counter this problemfor Trump,
even tothe limitedextent that a
running matecouldaddress that
issue."
Whether Scott wouldaccepta

Trump offeris anotherquestion.
Askedlate Friday, Scott's

campaign spokespersonsaidthe
senator is focused onlyonrepre­
senting S.C. residentsand win­
ning re­election this fall.
But, inFebruary, Scottcrit­

icized Trump fornot immedi­
ately condemning the Ku Klux
Klan andDavid Dukeafter the
white supremacist andformer
KKKgrand wizard endorsed
him.
If Scottcouldoverlookthat –

and anyother folliesthe once­
Rubio enthusiast seesinthe
presumptive nominee–Trump
would beluckyto have Scottas
arunning mate, saidColumbia
GOP political consultant Luke
Byars, whohasdone some
fundraising work forthe sen­
ator.
"He's developed areputation

outside of SouthCarolina asa
bridge builderand aconserva­
tive consensus builder,"Byars
said."He's very wellrespected
andvery well liked. ...If hewere
toget asked, I'msure hewould
give it seriousconsideration."

SEETHEBUZZ,11A
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Byars saidhewas sur­

prised Scott's namehasn't
come upsooner,but that's
likely because thesenator
"doesn't seek thelime­
light. He'd bemoreat
home doing charity work
back inSouthCarolina,
hanging outwith hisfam­
ily."
Notexactly the style

Trump hasintoned with
hisreality­TV and cam­
paign­stump celebrity.
Nevertheless, Scott

"wouldbeagreat balance

for theticket," Byars said
with "tonguefirmly plant­
ed incheek."

HALEY HEADS FOR
HIGHERGROUND
Republican Haley's

latestpolitical battleship
may have sunk swiftly–
andoverwhelmingly –last
week, when theGOP­
controlled Legislature
deep­sixed her veto of
$40million infloodaid to
farmerswho lostcrops in
October's historic tor­
rents.

ButHaley stillhas plen­
ty of political capital –
enough tolifther upand
away fromhercritics in
SouthCarolina's water­
logged peanut­farmer
gallery.
LastTuesday, Haley

campaigned inRichmond
alongside Virginia GOP
gubernatorial candidate
EdGillespie, aformer
Republican NationalCom­
mittee chairman whohas
helpedrecruitminorities
torun downballot.
The previous Friday,

Haley spokeonthe "New
South" at Tennessee Re­
publicans' annualdinner
inNashville.
(The Buzzwonders if

theTennesseansasked
Haley wherethe angry
farmersfit inher defini­
tion ofanew South.)

BUZZBITE
A Day ofRemem­

brance. On Wednesday,
the S.C. LegislativeBlack
Caucus is holdinga"Day
of Remembrance,ADay
of Celebration" at the
StateHouse –less thana
month beforethe one­year
anniversary of agunman
enteringCharleston's
EmanuelAME Church
andslaying nineAfrican­
American parishioners.
The eventstarts with a
prayermeeting under the
dome at 2p.m., following
the electionofanew state
Supreme Court chief jus­
tice. At4p.m., a portrait
of Democratic stateSen.
Clementa Pinckney,a
pastor whowas slainwhile
leading aBiblestudy at his
church,will beunveiled.

TWEETOF THE WEEK
From S.C. political oper­

ative PhilBailey @Phil­
BaileySC onlawmakers
voting tooverrideHaley's
veto of aid forflooded
farmers:"Beon thelook
out forthe 5S.C. law­
makers who votedagainst
farmersthis week. All
spotted inthiscar," a
small, yellow minicar
shown.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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farmersfit inher defini­
tion ofanew South.)

BUZZBITE
A Day ofRemem­

brance. On Wednesday,
the S.C. LegislativeBlack
Caucus is holdinga"Day

of Remembrance,ADay
of Celebration" at the
StateHouse –less thana
month beforethe one­year
anniversary of agunman
enteringCharleston's
EmanuelAME Church
andslaying nineAfrican­
American parishioners.
The eventstarts with a
prayermeeting under the
dome at 2p.m., following
the electionofanew state
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church,will beunveiled.
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Some sayTrump
shouldpickScott
...................................................................................................................

Senatorfrom SouthCarolinacouldfix Trump's diversity
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causearow
...................................................................................................................

Slainsenator'sportraittobe unveiledduring Dayof
Remembrance
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

DonaldTrumpcould
findaSouthCarolinafix
forhis"seriousdemo­
graphicchallenge,"pundits
say.
Yes,Gov.NikkiHaley,

SouthCarolina'sfirstIndi­
an­Americanandfirst
femalegovernor,
voluntarilyremoved
herselffromtherunningto
beDonaldTrump'srun­
ningmateaftertheNew
Yorkbillionairebecame
thepresumptiveGOP
presidentialnominee.
(Still,aRasmussenpoll
takenaboutaweekafter
Haleybowedoutshowed
that9percentofGOP
voterswantedherinthe
VPspotanyway.)Now,

however,anotherpromi­
nentS.C.Republican's
namehascomeup.
U.S.Sen.TimScott,

R­NorthCharleston,would
be"oneofthefew
plausiblepicks,"according
toa"Veepstakes"report
broughttoRasmussenby
theprognosticatorsfrom
LarrySabato'sCrystalBall.
AsthefirstAfrican­

AmericanU.S.senator
fromtheSouthsinceRe­
construction,Scottcould
helpTrumpaddresshis
"seriousdemographic
challengeowingtohis
awfulratingsamongnon­
whitevoters,whocould
makeup30percentorso
oftheelectoratein2016,"

theCrystalBallersfrom
theUniversityofVirginia
wrote.
WithU.S.Sens.TedCruz

andMarcoRubiooutofthe
picture,"therearen'tmany
optionstocounterthis
problemforTrump,even
tothelimitedextentthata
runningmatecouldad­
dressthatissue."
WhetherScottwould

acceptaTrumpofferis
anotherquestion.
AskedlateFriday,Scott's

campaignspokesperson
saidthesenatorisfocused
onlyonrepresentingS.C.
residentsandwinning
re­electionthisfall.
But,inFebruary,Scott

criticizedTrumpfornot

immediatelycondemning
theKuKluxKlanandDa­
vidDukeafterthewhite
supremacistandformer
KKKgrandwizarden­
dorsedhim.
IfScottcouldoverlook

that­andanyotherfollies
theonce­Rubioenthusiast
seesinthepresumptive
nominee­Trumpwould
beluckytohaveScottasa
runningmate,saidColum­
biaGOPpoliticalconsul­
tantLukeByars,whohas
donesomefundraising
workforthesenator.
"He'sdevelopedarepu­

tationoutsideofSouth
Carolinaasabridge
builderandaconservative

SEESCOTT,4A

FROM PAGE 3A

SCOTT
consensusbuilder,"Byars
said."He'sverywellre­
spectedandverywell
liked....Ifheweretoget
asked,I'msurehewould
giveitseriousconsider­
ation."
Byarssaidhewassur­

prisedScott'snamehasn't
comeupsooner,butthat's
likelybecausethesenator

"doesn'tseekthelimelight.
He'dbemoreathome
doingcharityworkbackin
SouthCarolina,hanging
outwithhisfamily."

HALEYHEADSFOR
HIGHERGROUND
RepublicanHaley's

latestpoliticalbattleship
mayhavesunkswiftly­

andoverwhelmingly­
lastweek,whentheGOP­
controlledLegislature
deep­sixedhervetoof
$40millioninfloodaidto
farmerswholostcropsin
October's historic tor­
rents.
ButHaleystillhasplenty

ofpoliticalcapital­
enoughtoliftherupand

awayfromhercriticsin
SouthCarolina'swater­
loggedpeanut­farmer
gallery.
LastTuesday,Haley

campaignedinRichmond
alongsideVirginiaGOP
gubernatorialcandidateEd
Gillespie,aformerRepub­
licanNationalCommittee
chairmanwhohashelped
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recruitminoritiestorun
downballot.Theprevious
Friday,Haleyspokeonthe
"NewSouth"atTennessee
Republicans'annualdinner
inNashville.

DAYOFREMEMBRANCE

OnWednesday,theS.C.
LegislativeBlackCaucusis
holdinga"DayofRe­
membrance,ADayof
Celebration"attheState­
house­lessthanamonth
beforethefirstanniversary
ofagunmanentering

Charleston'sEmanuel
AMEChurchandslaying
nineAfrican­American
parishioners.
Theeventstartswitha

prayermeetingunderthe
domeat2p.m.,following
theelectionofanewstate

SupremeCourtchiefjus­
tice.At4p.m.,aportraitof
DemocraticstateSen.
ClementaPinckney,a
pastorwhowasslainwhile
leadingaBiblestudyathis
church,willbeunveiled.
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NEWBERRY
JimmieShaw wasout spraying

crops Monday onhis farm,hop­
ingthe harvest turns outbetter
thanit fared last October.
Whenhistoric rainfall hit the

state, water­logging crops,Shaw
lostabout 60percent ofhis
cotton crop. Tohelp offset that
loss,Shaw andother S.C. farm­
ers arecounting on$40 million
instateaid overwhelmingly

approved bylawmakers.
"There arealotofpeople,

especially downinthe Pee Dee
andalong thecoast –those guys
really needsome help,"Shaw
said.
Buton Monday,S.C. Gov.

Nikki Haley vetoedthat farm
aid,saying themoney would be
an "unprecedented bailout for a
singleindustry affected bylast
year'sflooding."

The statespending for farm­
ers –a"vocal industry"–would
beunfair toother sectors that
also sufferedfromthe floodand
are notreceiving any statesup­
port,she saidinhermessage
accompanying the veto.
However, Haley'sveto may

not stick.
The stateHouse andSenate

overwhelmingly approved the

farm aid bybipartisan veto­
proof majorities.Two legislative
leaders saidMonday they ex­
pect lawmakers tooverride
Haley's veto,sendingthe relief
tothe farmerswho make upone
of thestate's largestindustries.
House WaysandMeans Com­

mittee chairman BrianWhite,
R­Anderson, saidheis disap­
pointed inHaley's"rhetoric,"

SEEFARMERS,5A
FROMPAGE1A

FARMERS
adding she decries abai­
lout for farmersbut sup­
ports spending millions to
entice corporations to
relocate or expand inthe
state.
"She's OKhanding it

out toindustry comingin,
whether it's tiresor auto­
motive or airplanes,"but
not tofarmerswhose
families havebeen the
"backbone ofthe farming
industry" forgenerations,
he said.
"We votedstrongly

already to pass thebill,"

White said. "Isincerely
hope that we'lloverride it
as earlyas tomorrow
(Tuesday)."
"This is asegment of

ourpopulation and our
economy that hassuffered
tremendously," said Sen­
ate MinorityLeader Nikki
Setzler, D­Lexington, also
hopeful lawmakers will
override thegovernor's
veto. "To deny themaid
when we canprovide itto
themis traumatic."
"I wouldbesurprised if

the votes aren't there to
override (Haley'sveto),"
Setzler said.

Three statesenators and
six staterepresentatives
voted againstthe farm
package, including state
Sen.Tom Davis,R­Beau­
fort.
Davis said heopposed

the billbecause the farm­
ingindustry "already
receivesavast amountof
taxpayer support" through
federally subsidized crop
insurance andcommodity
payments.But, Davis
added,"The 2015 disaster
spared nooneinitspath.
... Initswake, itnotonly
left manyindividuals out
of ahome, itleftmany

businesses... outof busi­
ness."
The agriculture industry

was noexception,Davis
said. However, hesaid he
opposedthe farm­aidbill
because the farmingin­
dustry"already receivesa
vast amountof taxpayer
support" through federally
subsidized crop insurance
andcommodity payments.
S.C. FarmBureau presi­

dent HarryOtt said he
was "terriblydisappoint­
ed" byHaley'sveto of aid,
which,he said,couldhelp
farmersrecoupsome their
$376million indirect
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losses related totherain­
falland flooding. When
countingthe impactto
other agriculture­related
businesses, the losses are
higher, Ott said.
"Iwas holding outhope,

all theway tothe end, that
shewould basically carry
throughwith her promises
that shemade earlier that
shewould always havethe
farmers' backand help
themgetthrough this
toughtime."
However, inherveto

message, Haley chal­
lenged theidea that farm­
ers "willnot survivean­
other year withoutacash
bailout."
"This issimply not

true,"she said,noting
"many federal resources"

available year­round to
farmers.
ButOtt, aformer Dem­

ocraticstate representa­
tive,said farmers donot
haveaccess tothe same
federal supportprograms
ashomeowners and small
businesses.Some farmers
haveemergencyloans
they haveapplied forthat
stillhavenot come
through, headded.
Meanwhile, farmersare

"tryingto makearrange­
ments tobuy fertilizerand
seed toget crops inthe
ground,"he said.
"I'm allfor smallbusi­

nessesas well,"said New­
berry farmer Shaw, apart­
nerat Overbridge Farms.
"Theyneed tohavea
vibranteconomy ...to

succeedas well. Butthe
difference inthe farmers,
inmymind, iswe've got
oneshot tomake that crop
for ourlivelihood.We
can't goplant soybeans
again inNovember and
hope tomake that money
up....
"We needthis money

not topay offdebt.We
needthis money tokeep
operating.Weneed this
money togrowournext
crop,togetus back onour
feet."

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

SCflood
aidto farmers
Lawmakers in the House and

Senatepassedabill that
would send$40million in
statemoneyto S.C.farmers
wholost crops inOctober's
record rainfall andflooding.

40 percent: Amountof loss
farmersmust haveincurred on
acrop toqualify for astate
grant

$376 million:Estimated
damage to S.C.cropsdue to
October'srecordrainfall and
flooding

95­6: House votepassingthe
farm­aid package

33­3: Senatevotepassing the
bill

Two­thirds:Numberof
legislators presentand voting
in the Houseand Senatewho
mustvotein orderto override
Haley's veto
.......................................................

SEANRAYFORD online@thestate.com

JimmieLeeShawstandsinacotton fieldMonday at
OverbridgeFarmsinNewberry.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 05/17/2016

Haley vetoes farmers' aid; legislators will try to save it
BY JAMIE SELF jself@thestate.com
78.74 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 2

67012-05-17_1005.pdf

County: Richland


