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Washington DC 2003
Total Education Spending
$1,130,312,000

Wisconsin 2003
Total Education Spending
sglmlasslw

Milwaukee Public Schools
Total Education Spending
$1,172,200,000

Fiorida 2003
Total Education Spending
$20,480,627,000

Total Education Spending
$20,480,627,000

Total Education Spending
$20,480,627.000

GOVERNORS OFFICE

Spending on School Choice Program
$9,000,000 (projected in 2004/05)

Spending on School Cholce Program
$76,000,000

Spending on School Choica Program
$78,000,000

Spending on A* Scholarships®
$5,320,188

Spending on Tax Credits (max)™*
$88,000,000

Spending on McKay Scholarships
$62,122,702

TEL:8037346447

Percentage
079%

Percentage
08%

B84%

.00025%
Percentage
004%

Pesrcentage
003%

*About 14,000 children were eligible ta receive a vouchar in 2003, which If ail took the

voucher and usad the average schojarship amount of $3,300 would have *cost’ the state

$48,200,000, or .002% of the budget.

“Florida's corporate tax credit program Is capped al a maximum of $88 milion doflars in
coniributions, which is the number | have used above o show the maximum impact. In 2003,

an estimated 15,000 students receivad scholarships, which are capped at $3,500, or

approximately $52 million dollars was “spent” on acholarships, or about .002% of the budget.
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It has been the unshakable belief of this administration that for our state to prosper we are
going to have to change some things. Borrowing ideas from other states on tax reform,
our budget process and restructuring all represent incremental steps toward doing things
differently. Interestingly a willin ness to take new approaches has been for the most part
applauded by groups like the State editortal board, and so I couldn’t help but find a little
irony in their recent editorials t ed to suggest structural reforms are good in every
area except education — and that if one is for market based reforms in education you are
some how against education.

That thinking is wrong. I believe passionately in education generally and public
education specifically, but I believe just as passionately that market reforms, giving
parents and students more choices in education, are key to improving educational

outcomes. pur geonch ik Milwaolee o CW;M&

Consistent with our apprpach of looking for ideas that have proven themselves, we
latched onto what has hdppened nationwide in places’that have enacted some level of
school choice. - for solutions based on challenges that have
been all tg,well documented, ...Recognizing a problem is not a slight toward education a
fact and as Mark Twain facts\are stubborn things. we are a state that currently ranks last
in the nation in SAT scores, nkxt-to-last in graduation tates and 43™ on the NAEP test of
reading proficiency. All this cdmes after we increased ¢ducation funding by 145% over
the past 30 years, ranking us 24" nationally in per pupil spending and ninth in the country

-

in recent funding increases for éducation. ~
- oo B )
. . [N Mﬁ\wu 4 . Lo gt
In Milwaukee here is what happened: Ty aloe — v#““’fbm@ Aty e g T

1. Public schools got better.
There are approximately 100,000 students in the Milwaukee school system (MPS), and
up to 15 percent are allowed to participate in a school choice program that has grown
from 337 students in seven schools in 1990 to 15,000 students in 130 schools today.
Rather than harming public education, the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce argues it
has been part of the formula key to educational improvements. In twelve of fifteen
categories MPS schools have increased scores on state public standardized tests.
Correspondingly the same has happened in individual assessment and proficiency testing.
Real spending in MPS schools has gon > up by 70%, and schools “identified for
improvement”” has dropped by ... 722 /o
All of this makes sense because the students that weren’t doing well in the conventional

educational setting ...

QTeachers were granted greater freedom to actually teadh” ™ —~——__ —

3. The schools produced in the choice model are smaller
The average number of students for schools in the Milwaukee Parental choice program is
127, while in the MPS system as a whole it is 433. This matters because there is such
clear correlation between smaller school size and student performance that the Bill and \/



Melinda Gates foundation has dedicated 2.2 billion dollars in a nation-wide effort to
shrink school sizes. Why wouldn’t we want more of a system that produces that kind of a
result in South Carolina?

4. Drop out rates fell for all students in the MPS system
Even more exciting is the fact that in the schools with the poorest students, the choice
g
i program is limited to kids who’s parents aren’t making more than 175% the poverty
o . level and is now comprised of a student population that is 92% minority and 76%
’f“"” 1t P

I&M ¥ single parent, graduation rates are greater than in the rest of the MPS system...even in
/‘Z‘f m% the more affluent suburban public schools.
o b
b”w ﬂi} 5. Educational dollars went further
Jee it —
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6. People were empowered -~ e
p p RN pa,u,«,ﬁa

It is these kinds of results that have convinced me of the need to structurally reform our
system. After all it is the current system that has left us with school districts that in many
rural parts of our state go straight back to the black and white school districts of the
1950’s, leaves the 7000 teacher stipend for Certified teachers to over-whelmingly go to
wealthy school districts — what politics won’t correct I belive market forces will.

Greatest cause truly progressive idea. Jon Norquist 4 term mayor of Milwaukee, Howard
Fuller former superintendent of Milwaukee public schools, Anthony Williams mayor of
District of Columbia , school chair,

So we may disagree but lets not be intellectual girly men, and try and make the flaccid
argument that says if you see a different way of getting there you must be against us,
because in this case lives are being transformed with a different way. My hope is those
who disagree would be so bold as to leave South Carolina’s safe waters and be open to
some impressive things happening outside our state — even if it means changing a few
things.



