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Rubio-Haley new ‘face’
of Republican Party?

Governors endorsement amid rumors she could land on GOP ticket
shines light on 2 rising stars, may broaden appeal of conservatives

CAADL B STATT

Gar. Mk Habey's endorsement of peesidentia | hopetul Maros Rubls on Wedststay in Chagin helped booi Rublo's ca
ahead of Saturdnys South Caroling fepublican prisary. Fubbs and Ehe gosernes, wha b mentioned ai s potible vee presidential
gk, sy Iriduse reew B ared enengy Inbea party veen s appeaiing be s very narrow cemographic,

HY CVRTHIA ROLDANR
crakdan@prifandiourion o

IFARTANEURG — Do
wikki Hiaboy's encorvomani of
spreshdenind hopefel Masoo Bu
Eds hias breathend e i doies
ko COHF wring Boping fo stBract
s, Vo anad mimTity vot-
a5, arsd his soms wosdering
shrat their poiszhl fulure 4o

Thar,

Boah Rutdo and Haley h-r\e
Baay been wigwed an
abar B Lhe Repeblican Party,
and FRakey B b maeTitionnd
ik i poasibede vice prciadeniial
Fick for the parly's ultimale
T

J| fver weeks of specoalution.

at w casspaign rally
colyy in Chapin, Arsd ax
<halscn. of immigrants whe
schirved the Amcricandram
b i wvar- oo are often pe
Bt o by vt e prassdins
an Ehe purly’s Falure.

Haley devermplayed t hat nodion
Theaawday, saxieg that 1 was 3
Gallery

Plicea sr FATY, Page A3
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e
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Aitate Donald Trump acknowledges

supporters Thursday sfoer an svent oo Kiywsh lind,
Trump criticizes pope for
saying he’s ‘not a Christian’

BY DEANNA PAN
dpeng@pafandrourior.oom

EIAWAH ISLAND
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Saturdafs S.C. primary forecast: A record GOP turnout

HY ROBRSRD

Zin candiclaiey il = the rase
‘-’m:rl peoalin froem the Ratient
P T A B
omey tpenk All The Ingredi-
r¢ &0 b pot for a Tevond
Carofinds GOF
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ebpctlon crcle” wuid slave Re
podican Perty Chal#man Mal
Aloore. “The Interoil and engage-
merai thisgcion arcchenagh
e gl

Mesre prodiciod Bolal tormod
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WINNEH OF THE 2015 PULITZER PRIZE FOR PURLIC SERVICE

Criminal
justice

Charleston County
responds to challenge

BY CHRISTINA ELMORE
colreregipdaskious i sim

Gharksion Coursy olficials on
Thaarsdaoy ot led & yearphia
B amprvrre e Bocal cximinal joitice
ingover-incarceration
g oA proctedings.
5 i siaal fusties Co-
ondinstizg Council corated the ki -
pronged irdtkathe afieranabzing das
otk by o] b e e vrnemil ket
MhCircu Selioioss Cifike amd cdher
L

Tt coapinci] sudnna ned e plas posks:
Johin [ smal Cathewine T \I::mrlh_
Foundationin res
Eromn the organization tha
agped 1he Saln b Chaage the way B
wicwed and wiod jaile

harkesson Counay bswckinga 14
million grass drom the foeadation
o Jund ﬁe periiiacl and ithor re-
el reee negded trmee Farweas A with
LLLRLTEH S

Flcane voe WEHTHE, Pape A5

Panel plans
to defend role
of aquarium,
zoo exhibits
Experts toweigh in

at Charleston cvent

EY B PETERSEN
boprtogpaderdonrionromn

1 sl b e ol sl o fied
& degr, brar or panther penned fna
ooy hackyaed st a curioiy, Trav
eling dircuse fearsred g animals
snsch anchophantyor glraios. fisen and
squariszawere ik oo than cage
wnsd pamle

Timc hie dhisped. Today, "wild
2enimnal” ruhibiis 3o critiined ax in-
Pruapeeat el 4Pz b maingain am
sl e, Poigrle Nhack o pescue did
wancluary effein. Relntroduction ke
b weided b sceaghd-a Py bkl Thae
Harger iccredited Bown- and aquariu.
Ehemiclves ars crilving, betomin
ooy habitat -ortented tn rehits rjl
s captie arimals b pdoca shout
coerctvalisn of the specien

Pieass woe FIMBTR, Page A5

NATION & WORLD
Pope Cordraception OF for
wairsn thoeatened by Zika
wirus. A0

LOCAL

Digplaced Josoph Floyd
Maiar residents going hoi
after R Cross hedp, A3

SPORTS
Dale Earnbasnidt, Kl Busch
captum Cancim Duels. €1

Charleston Performing
Arts Centen 545 for two
generaladmision thiets bo
Trriainy " Sen A2
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TODAY  BAT SUM

ELECTION 2016

Trump rallies
voters in Gaffney

o

=y A

SEY4r  BFNMTT BBSF
Complete forecast, BE

BY THE NUMBERS  GOP presidential candidate
Trump still leaging ' = voices familiar themes
in SC poll. c4 By Chris Laven der | chris bavenderi®shj.com
Donald Tramp addresses. i Republi id ] i-
5 publican presidential candi
Another title for the erewd in Gaffacy on date Donald Trump rallied voters with
USC wormen  Thersday. aLEx HiCks familiar campaign themes as he
; _ JRSRLEXHICREEEHI, campaigned in the Upstate
Tll_Farig,l Mitchedl scored 19 "L Thursday.
points as South l‘._?nrl:-ll 1t " £ Trump is crisscross-
wrapped up & third straight e ing the state in advance

SEC regular-3eason women's
hasketball title with a 61-51 vic- |2
tory over Georgia on Thursday 1.’ e

d oL
night. Bl

of Saturday’s South
Carolina Bepublican
presidential pri-
mary. He held a
campaign rally at

SEE TRUMP, A5

Distribution change?

Spartanburg County Sould Soon
change the way it distributes
tax revenue from econgmic
development to schood dis-
trigts., €1

“south Carolina folks have been amazing. Get out and vote. It's
so important. We have a tremendous number of problems to
solve in America,”

Donald Trump

Rubio joined by -
Haley, Scotton =
campaign swing

By Aliison ML Roberts | alscnumbertsitshi.com

Roller d
season mm

Spartanburg’s raller derby
team, the Spartanburg Deadiy
Dralis, will have thair first local
bgart, or match, at 7 pom. Salwr-
day at Skate Palace. G

FAITH & FAMILY

Republican pres-
idential candidate
Marco Rubio brought
along some prominent
South Carolina support -

ers as e campaigned in the
Family history Upstate Thursday.
Genealogy workshops are Gowv. Mikki Haley, who
proving to be very popular endorsed the Florida senator
among members of the Church Wednesday, and U.5. Sen. Tim

Scott accompanied Rublo to a
meet -and-greet at The Beacon
Drrive=In in Spartanburg in advance
of Saturday's state Republican
primary.

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints. DL

NATION & WORLD

“{Haley) is someone whao is highly

!e&pected in the state. Her opinion

ourna

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA l

LANE CLOSURES

Work to
begin
on I-85

S51M project should be
complete by late 2017

By Chris Lavender
chiks. lavendends by com

Dirivers traveling a 12-mile stretch of
Interstate 5 in Spartanburg County will
fae Lane closures beginming Friday night as
reconstruction work begins onthal partion
of the highway.

Dennis Garber, assistant district
instruction engineer for the South Cara-
lina Department of Transportation, said
Sloan Construction will restructure and
pave 3 section of mterstate in each direc-
tion between mile markers 56 and 68 Mile
marker 56 15 locabed near Highraray 14 and
midemarker 68 15 located near Highway 129,

The 51 million restructuring amd paving
project B scheduled tobe cormpleted by Late
2007, according to Casey Schowager, area
construction manager forSkean.

Am earlier plan to resurface that sec-
tion of the interstate was scrapped last
vear after erews found the read was too
deteriorated to proceed. Garber said the
project was rebid in September, with a
contract awarded to Sloanin October.

Sehwager said there will be single -lane
closures during the day and double-lane
closures during the night beginning on
Friday and lasting through Sunday.
After Sunday, Sloan will conduct the
waork solely during the nighttime hours
with single-lane closures inboth north-
hound and southbound directions.

“Anybody traveling in the area should
expect minor delays,” Schwager said.

Sloan will begin the rehabwork in the
left lane af the interstate in both divee-
thons, Schwager said work crews will
go five inches below the road’s asphalt
surface to do the rehab work before it's
paved.

— Follow Chriz Laveseder on Turitter @
Lavender SHJ

SC SUPREME COURT
Historie battle
shapes up for
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BUSINESS
State sets
export
record
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@ USATODAY TRUMP GETS INTO VERBAL BATTLE WITH POPE FRANCIS PAGEIR

E21111 ELECTION 2016

PALUL RO
Uhlo Gow. bohn Kaskch speaks to a standing-
rooem-onty orowd Thursday st Clemson.

NUATT PR ot
Donald Trump interacts with the crowd

SROIR FMATTAGITTY BAALLS

Formigr Fhonda Gow, Job Bush speaks fo an

di ot vatens Th

duaring & Thursday $tep in Korth Chark

EDUCATION ISSUES
UNITE YOUNG VOTERS

AMANDA COYNE

THE CERERVILLE HEWS

Young volers are worried sbout
their futures under the next presi-
dlent, bt what those worries are e
pends on wha youw ask. Bul they temd
10 agree thal onc i35ue 15 importani:
eollepe affordability.

“It seems like cvery year we hear
USC and other universities are get-
Timg their funding cut, which memns
Ftudents will end up paying mare,™
said Caroline Hendricks, a medical
student and Greenville native in her
socond year at the Medical Univer-
sityaf South Caraling, “IVs erazy how

See COLLEGE, Page 84

1]
WHO'S IN THE UPSTATE?

JEB BUSH

Muoet and great with former first
lasly Barbars Bush

Whent R0 o Doon opdn 830 am,
Whaere: Wades Reaurant, H0O N, Ping
52, Spartanbung

Muoet and great with Barbara Bush
‘When: Neon

Where: The Krad {ommuniy Cenber,
ARd Westlinld 51, Greemille

Rally with Barbara Bush

When: 6:45 pom. Doors open 545 pom.
‘Where: DU, Dandel High School, 12196
Mile Highrvay Sentral

MARD D RUEID

Clamaon Rally with Gow. Mikdd Habey
and %en. Tim Scott

Wiheers .30 pom.

Witkra: Thie Madren Qonference Ceniler
Pindlion, 230 Machen Ciniter Drie
Clemrson

TED CRUZ

Rally weith special guests Tod Cruz
and Phil Roboertion

Wiser: B45 pm

Whetenr; Graenwille Manriote, § Paskvary
East Greemile,

INSIDE
Chybuen b0 endedin Clinton. Page 114

day in Columiia.

Monkey
wrench
thrown
at I-73

Davis: US earmarlks
freed for other uses

TN SMITH

TOEANTI-ICRE EHVILLEN IS OO0

COLUMBIA - A state scrnfor
filibwstering o road s bill soys that
federal carmarked funds held by
Lhe sLate for Enferstate 73 cannow
B wsed an other roads,

Sen. Tom Davis, s Beaufort Re-
publican who for a second day
held the Senate podium 1o talk
sthout accountahility at the sate
Department of Transportalion,
argued than IOT holds millions of
doblars in federal carmarked
funds that can be used on highway
projects different than those the
maney wis received For il the e
marks are 10 years or alder

Davis said the commission’s
chairman has said that about
450 million in federal earmarks
and grants received for 1-73 s es-
crowed by the state Department
of Transporiation and can only be
used on that project,

“Thats ne1 truc,” Davis told
the Senate.

He said becouse of action by
Congrress lote bast year, any e
marks at least 10 years old thit da
not kave significant amaunts abli-
gated for construction are Treed
to be used for other purposes.

That totols $% million in South
Caroling, he said, $36 million of il
carmarked for [-73. [Davis said he
learned of the congressional ae-
tion through his own rescarch, not
from anything IMIT had tald him.

*“This iz an example of what I
wauld submil 1o you weare net fo-
cuasing enough on,” Davis tald the
Senate. “The money carmarked
far [-73, beeause of what Con-
gress just passcd, is money we
can muster te pay for those
things.™

DT Chavnman Mike Woalen,
wha lives in Horry County, told
The Greenville News Thursday it
was his understonding that the
federal legislation passed last

See ROADS, Page T4

Judge hears arguments in coal ash dispute

ROM BARNETT
FRARNETTEGR EEHW LU RS o

The company that wants e budld
landfill for coal ash near Libery used
“decelt, frand, eisrepresentation” and
“hare-faced lics” to got state approval te
bring in coal ash without Pickens Coun-
1y's knowledge, an attorney for the coun-
1y el a circuil judge Thursday.

Lt

T e AN - e

Senate gived ki appraal 1o s Bl ro limit ool
ash disposal in 1he state, Page 384

and may have adeclsion by the middie of
next wock.

MRER savs it necds o have the matter
resplved before it can bid on @ coal ash

dispuesil contract. The company provid:
T~ o

o et ROl e e







Opening Day

«USC and Clemson

neweamers who could be

USC women
clinch
outright SEC

impact :f;ers. N— re nglElI"
«USC’s : Make it back to i

the NCAA Tournament. SE“:HEGH‘ title
- Gamecocks guide: How to with win
watch on TV, schedule and against

roster. £

Pages 13 e el Georgia, 1B
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THE PRESIDENTIAL RACE

Record turnout expected
for SC’s Republican primary

Trump lighting a fire under both his allies and foes

Record GOP
turnout?

A smapshor of marmest in recemt
FCL GO presidemiial primaries

Lk 382 547, or M3 percent of
2.7 mition regestored voles

2008: 43E 4B or 1.5 pescent
of 2.2 millkon registored voters

J000; 56599, or 26.5 percent
of 21 milion registered voters

Bobr Mo G prirmary e brld o 200
Seare S oot G

IBY TS FLACH
rllarhgitrsarne oem

& ocombadive contest among
six challengers is expected ta
prosduice a recerd voter Darnaat
in Saturday’s GOP presidential
primary.

Asof midday Thursday, about
ZR 000 absoentes ballols had
boen cast in the GOP contest.
That exceeds the 35,595 ahsen:
e hallats cast in 2008 —a
recond todal that included both

the Democratic and Republican
mresidential primaries.

The twrnenst recond far the
GO primary wis sel in 2002 —
at 583,000 voles. Howewver,
voters whowant to cast ballots
for or against GOP front- runmee
Donald Trumgp are expected 1o
exceed that togal.

Elections officials in Lexing-
ton County, 3 Republican bell-
wether, expect 20,000 maore
voies to be cast Saturday tham
during the 2002 primary.

The outcome of Saturday’s

Former 5L, Gov, David Beasley appeared as a guest with Cralg Mehvin during his MSHBC show,

primary is expected o winnow
the number of GOF candidates

o six — et sgop short of
clearing the way for a political
corpnation as it has done in the
st

“1 don't necessarily think
South Carolina is going to de-
cide the nominee, bat we’ll help
st eatd thie fiehl," Furman Uni-
versity palitical analyst Danielle
Vinson said.

The question likely to be de-

SEE TURNOUT, 64
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COUNTDOWN
TO SC

Dy kil Soterday's A
GOF primany

8

Dyt writl the fehy 7 5.
Demnascratic primary

SATURDAY

S GOF peimary: Bevadh
Dievmastratic ot

FEB. 23

Fievadda GOF caucuns

FEB. 27

€ Demecratic primary

SC Rep.
Clyburn

to endorse
Clinton

in primary

BY [AMEL SELY
jurtfithrrtaty.com

(1.5 Rep. Jim Clyburn
will endorse Democratic
front-runners Hillary Clin-
1on in the state’s presi-
demial primary, a Clinton
campaign aide tobd The
State on Thursday night.

Thie endorsement will
come at 11 oom. Friday at
Columbia's Allen Uni-
versily, &
source olose
to Clyhirm
alser coan-
firmed.

The en-
s







?Mc(jormick plays for next round spot
NDEX-JOURN
y

LB

Sports, 1B
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Local officials endorse candidates

Republican lawmakers weigh options ahead of Saturday primary

By COLIN RIDDLE
criddfetindmoumal com

As the firstdncihe-Soulh Repub
lican peimary approaches, 3 nam-
3 ber of state keaders
have announced
cadorscments of
candidaies in the
past weck. while
logal leaders arc
srill m—.,gl:':ng_ theie
options.

“You wani to be
thosughilul, and
you want 10 pick
the right guy” sald stale Rep. Cralg
Gagnon, B-Abbeville, who jokingly

CRAKG
GAGHNON

shared he wis -rmhv-.iug “xir, Upscle-
cheded”

Many FEprCEenl-
ing thr Lakclands
e Lhe state level
are in Lhe same
becal.

State Bep. Mike
Pitts. R-Laurens,
said ke narrowed
his decksion dawn
toe LS. Sen. Ted
Cruz from Texas
and U135, Zen. MMarco Bubte from
Flogids, who join rezlity TV star
amid busimessman Donald Tramp as
the top throe candidsies &n mational
polis.

Cruz recenily recelved the

endorsemep of LS, Ibq'l el [Pum-
can, whis represents South Carolima®
= LT | !:Zm'.grni o]

Thstrict
Rubio was
enitorsed by Soath
Carelina Gov.
Xikki Haley on
Wednesday and
haz held onto

H;E another from

south Carolina’s
GAMBRELL jumiar LS. Sen.
Tim Scotl.

The siate'’s sensor LS, Sen. Lindsey
Graham has eodorsed Jeb Bush, whe
has heen near the botton of palts
with retired meurasurgeon [ Ben
Carsom andd Orhlo Gow fohn Kasich,

Lo, Gov, Henry Modasier
endarsed Tramp last month. a
— kb Piiis sadd he
i willl 1 olfer.

Pirts safd he has
mct with Trump
numerous times
| amed does not think

his buasiness @ciics

will make him an

- SHOE Al effective beader In
government.
MASSEY “They get o

kmpatiem with the systems of govern-
ment that they make some serious
mislakes, Fitts said, “1 realiy ques
thom his sincerity of being in the race,
becawse Trump dors  lot of Ealking,
bt bz s’ sy nevuch”

2016 Elections

W Read aboud the candidate news of
the dxy on SA

il added Trump bas a tomdency
oy make rash decisionn, which <oukd
hurt internmtlonal relsiions if he got
1o the White House,

“Trump can do the job, but he's
nod going o walk In the door with a
el ll-‘\dl.'l'ﬂ!'llll.l-ulgul'gv’-'l:l|||f|r-"|l."
Pirts sakl

Titgs zaind Traangg is reonstieg with
voders becaase the majoriny of poople
are afraid of ansd angry at the foderal

movernment.

5o ENDORSE. aage 44

BANK ROBBED

N

L,
SOUTH
STATE

e = T

PHOTOS £ DEMAN DOMNCUET | N KURREL

ABOYE: An aftemoon robbery Thursday at South State Bank left Greenwood pobce searching for a male suspect. BELOW: Greemwood County
sheeiifi’s deputies assrsted poloe by brnging out 2 dog team bo search for the suspect in the robbery at Seuth Seate Bank.

Police search

suspected of robbery

By DAMLAN DOMINGUEZ

ddomingesindajour.con

Crirreninewsd radiee are hsal -

on charges of armed robhery
amd pastesslon of 2 weapon
during a vielent <rime.

for man

W GREENWOOD SHERIFF

Former deputy,
Naval officer

announces bid

By DAMEAN DOMINGUEZ
e oo 0

A former Greenwood
County sherllls deputy with
wvears of milikary service and
who worked with the Secret
Fervice has apnounged he i
running lor sherill

Acrnbe Fisher, 41, it a
Greenwond native with three
children
attending
schools in
Lare nwassd
County
Schaal Dis.
it 50 and
a daugh-
1er in gol-
lege in Now
England.
When he pradusted from
Greenwood High School at
age 18, be joined the Navy
o his pouemey b bedoming a
law enforcement afficer. He
s neae retired from the Navy
and 1% a full-time stedent ak
Peedmont Technical College,
pussuing his assocdse dogres
in basiniss.

“I wanged 1o be 3 palice
officer sinee [ was in third
grade” be waid. °l saw miltary
service x5 the quickest soe
e become ool

He sald hex medeived morg
than 20 years of leadership
EXPeTIENce. larting % a s
ibon beader in ithe hrig of the
LI5S Geoorge Washingion, He
alsn worked as o dog han-
aler in the Middlc Eaal, the
Philippimees and Japan, and
warked a3 kennel masrer im
Aba Ghraib prison, where he
wrote and enforced a canine
pedicy in respomse 1w allcga-
lbcns off canine abase.

He worked dérectly with the
Secrel Service as an alflcer In
charge of explosives deteciing
:Irug; and wosked v unifons

o N ] e, N R |







Auction & Sale - Saturday Feb. 20th - 10:AM.

254 N. Flea Market Road, Florence SC 29506 (in the Florence Flea Market Complex)
KITCHEN CABINETS & REMODELING

10+ Solid Wood Kitchen Cabinets Sels in several styles and configurations to be offered at
avction to the highest bidders.Doors, Toilets, Lighting, Rugs, Tools, Faucets, Tubs & 100's more items at auction.
During this auction our Hardwood, Laminate & Engineered Flooring will be discounted to our lowest ever sale price.
wiww. MyrtleBeachAuction.com - 843-828-4601 - SCAL 2905F - Buyers Premium 10% w/Cash pmt, 13% wi/CC or Debit

CW

TODAY'S
WEATHER

Abunda Lunshing.
Hegh 56, by 38

DETAILS 24

FRIDAY reapuaryio 20t

Thi

Underground Railroad
onstage at PAC

from Flosance
Chuistian Sehool
chat with their
teachers while
waitiegg for the
PAC childnen™
series on black

iyt begin. [l _q,lh-* W
Students learn about Harriet Tubman

the Francis Marion University
Parforming Ans Center for two
shawdngs of "Harrier Tubman

and the Underground Ratlroad,”
i rmsic-infused drama based on i
Sarah Bradfonds “Scemes fnthe

Life of Harrbet Tubman.”

0¥ DEEBORLH SWEARINGEN
Wl i Mk
draatingrniHnEre T 00

FILORENCE

H nfireds of elemens
tary schood siudents
from schoals across the
Pee Dee gathensd Thursday m
Jeb Bush visits Pee Dee
State Farmers Market

B SHAMIRA MOCRAY
Whent iy Pty
ST e e NS Com

Seo TUBMAN, Page 44

lind,” Bush sadd, “Tnlmp't
pretty far abead. 1 donh
ki v praple are going
o make that final declsion.”

FLORENCE — Folhming
a toavn hall meeting Thurs
day moming a1 the Pee Doe
Sinte Farmoers Market, presi-  former Florida  govemars

v ok Duand mnail the end

Duke Energy Foundatio

donates $25,000 to
support children’s series

Twm

de gt

FLORENCE — Bemween the 9 am. amd 11 a.m.
performanoes of “Harrlet Tubman and the Under-
w(ll:ll!l,‘l Railroal,” ihe [hike |5.1u~r1.::|' Fonndation
donared 525,000 e Francis Mazion University in
support of the Performing Ars Center's annual
childrens series.

“Seeing all these children walk in, this makes me
real excited and real pleased that Duke Energy is
able v be a part of the children's series hene at the
Perfmni g Arts Center,” sxid Mi:u-:l}"l':l:,.i-u:r. e
et aned comeunity relations manager for Duke
Emergy in Florence.

See DUKE. Page 44
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Bush said hee will continae Presidential candidate Job  Bush speaks to A A TP Com

: rbers after his bown hall meeting at the Pee
Thursday’s stop was the mhlz F,m:,,mmﬂwmmwﬂ

Florence
County

Pension

fund has
$49M
deficit

BY KOSHUA LLOYD
Khaarn g Hews
B ENENEA.00T

FLORENCE — A budget audis
repart pn,'m'nb{'d at the Flomencoe
Coainty Couneil mecting Thursday
showed a 4906 mdllion deficic for
Florence County, due 1o under-
rltll.liiHK calimales in e state pen-
Si0M SYSIemL

Awdiiors sald this Isnt a nega-
tive reflection an Florenoe Coun-
y's bundger handling, but radser a
shorifall ara seane level.

Couneil Wice Chairman Kent
Caadle saidd the deficit shows as
unfunded potential for e em-
playee retbremenis, including stae
agencies, higher education, school
districts and local governnient.

This means ileveryone lived the
capecied lifespan. the state proj-
eots that thene iswl -e'll.mlgh fund-
ing 10 handle pension payours

“We (Florence County] leave
lived up te our obligation, and
hinve B sencling 1t money 1o
therm,” Cadbe said. " s tha we
havent funded that 549 million,
which would be almost 25 years'
wirth of funding. The retums have
not come in as the state anbcl-
pated them to, bt they still ave
the |:|l1|£3:||!i-:||1 o pay [far neline-
LTS

He sald Florence County pays
about 52 millien cach year inte the
Stal reliremeenl sysiem.

Auditors said the defleit is no
exclushve to Florence County and
dhisesnt reflect |=|,:gi|.1i.w,:|3-' o ghe
cenanty’s bovid rting.

Flarence County Flnance Direc-
tor Kevin Yokim said the county’s

Sea DEFIGIT, Page 34

-'Who to choose?

Some Pee Dee voters undecided
ahead of presidential primaries

EY JOSHIML LLOWD
Morning Miws

Gov, feb Bush of Florhda;
[y, Ben Carsom, 3 metired
Florida mewrosungeon; U5,
Srw, Tl Cruz of Tewas; Ohio

FIORENCE —With South  Gov, lohn Kasich: 1.5, Sen,
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Pope vs. Trump:
Un-Christian

to build border

BUSINESS

New-look
Hudson'’s ready
to go after

walls? ea f renovation =
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BEAUFORT COUNTY REPUBLICANS

What is GOP’s

track

record in primaries?

County voted for eventual nominee in last 5 out of ¥ GOP
primary electlions without a Republican Incumbent

Local papular vate has differed from the state winner half the
timeg

Beautart County

all bust o of the state winncrs
becoming the eventual noma-
nee since 1980, The exception
was Mewt Gingrich in 2002

Y EREN HEFFERNAN
ehrfrrraniuieadpasbd. com

L Republicans ke 1o
say thi state's firdl-in-
the=South primary is the
gold standard fior pick-
ing Republican nominees, with

Bt Beaufort Counry has its
own presidential primary tradi-
tion. County waters have favars
ed the evental nominee five
timies el of soven elections

" withowt a Repablican incum-

bent with vobers tending 1o
favor fiscal conservatives amnd

 candidates focused on military

isses, according Lo the date’s
poditicos.

Local viders of times stand
oul from the pest of the state,
Im three of the last i GOP
primarics without 2 Republican
incumbent, the candidate that
waon South Carolina filed 10
win Beaufort Couanty.

THE GREAT 50UTH
CARDLINA POLITICAL
DIVIDE

One reason South Caroling
vy b 0 accurate in ptvdf.r-

ting the Republican nominee is
that there are maltiple Repub-
lican constituendes concentrat-
ed in different parts of the
SEALE, CXPETiE 2ay,

The clatsic divide categoriz-
ex the Upsiate voter as more
motivated by socizl issues,
while the Lowoouniry is dom-
imated by fiscal conscrvatives,
said former Republican politi-
cal consuleant David Woodard,
whea is now a political selence
professor at Clemson Uni-
versity.

“The differense is more than
geegraphy,” Woodard =aid.
“There's & different culbure, a
different background and it
accasionally shows up[l'l.a.n.
election.”

A Feb. 12 presideniial pri-
mary poll from Cpinken Savvy
showed that Bhkely Republican

voders in ke Lowooundry tend
SEE TRACK, TA
[+ T

Liz Faredl: Repiblacns koo forwand 1o
et iy 2fter the primary. TA

Beaufort County donors
pay into presidential race

KASICH FIND
LOWCOUNTRY FRIENDS
Rath former Flonda Gow., Jeb
Hush and Chio Gow. fohm Easich
did relatively well in Beanfost
ard Jasper countics, companed

B0 ek AR B

LOCAL

LEE JEAN MAKES
CUT ON ‘IDOL
Bluffton teenager
advances into the top 14
after a duet Thursday
night with past contestant
Chris Daughiry, 3A

SPORTS

BACK IN THE
DRIVER'S SEAT

Lowcountry driver Gus
Dean is back behind the
wheel again racing Super
Late Moedels in Smyrna,
Fla. 1B

LOCAL

PASTOR STILLED
ROILING WATERS

The late George Jones
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Lost settlement found

Archaeologist unearths Spanish
pottery from early Pensacola site as

SERNMG SOUTH CAROLING SINCE OCRDEER 1L, 1804

Delinquent tax sale €1
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Fathers
coalition
opening
in Sumter

BY JACK OSTEEN

aCkBtreTaTOam

A Gtheer is a man whoepects his chil-
drea 1o be s goand as T meant (o be”

This was just ane of the many messag-
o5 brought (o o rocm full of more thos 50
oenmunity leaders Wednesday at Uni-
wversity of South Carcling Sumier ai
what some think is one of Sumter, Lee
and Clarendon eoanties” most important
mew knitiatives,

The Midlarsds Fatlerbosd Coslition,
which helps nen-custodial dads beeome
responsible fathers to thele children, s
aopuearing o office in Sumlor inoonmecs
tionn with a plarn by the state Departiment
aof Sovial Services o expand such service
o5 slatewide. This will b the BMh oflioe
in Evalh Caralina.

During the st few years, DSS has ome-
o] (b appricsch (akon by Midinasls
Family Coalition and its affilinted pro-
yrams Trwmlitionslly, enforcing child
support was about finding “deadbeat
dads™ amd sending them to jall, where
they couldn’t help their kKids or anyone
alse The program hopes (o turn those
dads' lives — nnd these of the children —
arownd completely by getthyg U jobs
el tesiching them bedter enting
shills

SEE FATHERS, PAGE A6

FATHERHOOD COALITION FACTS

EDIFE G BAMEE FTHL Tk 1T

Joseph Manners was an trial for the deaths of his grandparents. He was found guilty of murder and arson on Thursday.

Man will serve 2 consecutive life terms
for murder plus 30 years for arson

BY ADRIENNE SARVIS

Loy g (P

S

Jesoph Monners wns sentenced
to iweo life senlences and 30 vears,
ten b serve] consecutively, on
Thursday afternoon afier he was
cowicted foe & 200E arson and mue-
der of his grandparents, James and
Jasanmn Toppsr,

Alanaeers was convictisnd of selling
e to his grandparents’ house an
FarasweEl Dirive an Jare 1, 2003, Kill-
i ke congple,

Cirenit Jusdges Jeffrey Yoagmge sl
hie has presided over many trials,
Tt this murrder trinl wiss thee mmos
hwrrifie, He snid the acts involved
aire beynpul his oomprehension.

He ealled Mamarers sy anrepen-
tant. cold-hearted mwrderer whe
cremated bwo poople whom he said
lowpesl Tulma,

Youmg senteneed Manners o
syl the *balance of his natural
lifie™ i 3outh Caroling Degariment
of Correctbons Facllities for boh
oot ls of murder woud 30 vears Tor
Tirst-dlegree arson, 1t bs the court’s

intenticn that Manwers never walks
s a1 feees o, bee sodd,

Brefore the jury, consisting of Toar
womnen and cight men, presented
its unanimous guilty verdicts fo the
court, Assistant Solicitor Jolin
Meadors brought in a Wdh and final
winess, Joseph Powell, an arson
amul explosives analyst with the
Sumter County SherlTs Offioe.

Mesubors bntroduced Powell as an
expert in pelrolewmm accelerantis.

Feovieedl sadd he found gnsoline
present in ihree of the fire debris
sampHes colloetiod eoan Ehe Toppers”
house in June 3013,

Mlesudonrs Lo poinetesd out thid
the three smmples had been collect-
vl mear Jivnes Toppoer's body; one
snmpe was taken from part of the
undlerwear that was found partially
undamaged under his body,

Defeqree Attorney Timothy
Griffith asked Powell if cthanol
froem aleoholie beverages was found
i the alelaris caomples. Powell said
he looked for ethanol in e sam-
i Isecaansan i1 is @ Lvpae of pedro-
Leurmn, but none was found.

Griffith asked if any debris sam-
s were tnken frdm nslompe
spaee under the stalrs, where aleo-
halir bevegagpes ould hane been
stored, Powell said, "o,

Manners refuses] to tes1ily during
the trial, ms was his right provided
by the filth amemsdment of the WS,
Constitution. according to Younge

Druring elosing argursents,
Griffith asked the jury to consider
every plece of evidenes presentod
Try bt sidies,

The delense altorney presenied
b L cansead formes simesd by
Manners — one with an unevon sig-
mabare Thad Manners Siges] afler
being read his Mirmsks rights ina
Tspital in Cincinnati, Ohio, on
June, 3, #13, and the ethor signed
abouit 2 month Eder with a levelsd
simature,

GrifTith asked the jury to consbd-
er whether his clicnd was capable
of wnderstamdding what was befng
Al during his interview with Spi.
Jennlfer Mitseh with Cinclunatl

SEE GUILTY, PALE Ao
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