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To the President of the United States and the Honorable Governors and United States Senators of
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North
Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming:

I am a citizen of the United States of America.
Not the Loosely Aligned States.

Not the Discordant States.

Not the Incompatible States.

The UNITED States.

And so, as a resident of Illinois, but a citizen of the United States, I am writing to you today to
ask you to reconsider your state’s stance on the Death Penalty. Because this is not a state by state
issue, this is an issue that defines and divides my country and lessens us in the eyes of the world.

By enforcing the government-sanctioned death of her people, the United States of America
stands side by side with Iraq, Pakistan, and The United Arab Emirates to name the first three
countries that leap to mind. The most powerful nation on Earth, the worldwide melting pot, the
cradle of modem democracy—we share this brutal value and barbaric behavior of inconsistently
putting our citizens to death as the result of capricious choices and irregular application with
Afghanistan, North Korea, and Syria. Our name goes in the same column as those nations who
kill their citizens with premeditation and ceremony.

The American Dream does not include killing people to prove that killing people is wrong. A
society that respects life does not deliberately kill human beings.

I’ve written to you before on this topic and I always reference the man whose case opened my
eyes and changed my mind about the Death Penalty and who serves as the text book example
why the Death Penalty is too riddled with mistakes to continue. Richard Glossip is an innocent
man who sits on Oklahoma’s Death Row.

He could not afford and consequently did not receive, adequate representation at trial. At either
of them. The deplorable legal representation not only gamnered him two death sentences but
effectively barred the door against any meaningful appeals process once qualified lawyers were
brought on board. I read the other day that just 52% of Americans have more savings than credit
card debt, and almost one in four have more credit card debt than emergency savings. Most
Americans lack sufficient money to pay for top notch attorneys.



As if that wasn’t bad enough, the state of Oklahoma has struggled greatly with their ability to
humanely execute their Death Row prisoners. Richard escaped his third attempted execution this
past September because the non-medical personnel in charge of ordering, monitoring, and
administering the drugs, received the wrong drug.

Again,

And decided, after a disastrous I'V insertion in the penultimate execution and the wrong drug
being administered by unqualified staff members lacking medical degrees or sufficient medical
education in the most recent state execution, to stay Richard’s sentence.

Again,

I’m asking you, as a citizen, not of your state, but of your country, to please give serious thought
to where you stand in the face of such a broken and mistake-riddled policy that puts us in the
company of countries that, respectfully, do not deserve to call themselves our equals. Is this
what you want to be known for—protecting and defending such a horrific institution that flies in
the face of common sense and the law of God? Is this the footnote in your career of public
service you want to carry into perpetuity?

Thank you for your time and attention and for your service to the people you represent. God
bless the good people of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada,
New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming. God bless the United
States of America.

Sincerely yours,

J eiglfer Flannery M



