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"A must for every practitioner who is 
representing abuse survivors ..."*

Representing the Domestic Violence
Survivor
By Barry Goldstein, J.D. and Elizabeth Liu, J.D.

How should advocates challenge an abuser's claim 
of Parental Alienation Syndrome?

PAS, and its new iteration, parental or child alienation, 
is a widely discredited junk science theory (recently 
rejected in DSM-V) often used successfully by abusers 
to prevent a full investigation into allegations of
domestic violence and child abuse. Most judges are not 
aware of the origin and history of this theory—it was 
developed by a father who also argued that sex
between children and adults can be acceptable—and 
surely would not want to support a theory that promotes 
incest. Advocates have to be prepared to challenge
PAS in court..
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"This is a gift for all legal
professionals and concerned 
community
members—evidence-based
guidance to improve our
interventions with abuse
survivors, offenders and their 
children." —Sarah M. Buel, 
Clinical Professor of Law,
Sandra Day O'Connor College 
of Law, Arizona State 
University

This important new book helps you present
domestic violence cases in the most effective way
possible and provide better protection for survivors 
and children. You'll discover:

* How to build a more productive working relationship
with your client

* What current scientific research is telling us about
violence and victim behavior and how to use this new
knowledge on your client's behalf

* How common practices used in custody and other
courts fail to protect victims of domestic violence and
how to prevail against these unfair and harmful
practices

* How to focus the court's attention on issues and
approaches that promote the safety of mothers and
children

"Abusers and their allies have a seemingly endless
series of legal tricks up their sleeve. The publication of 
this book is a blow for justice." — Lundy Bancroft, 
author of The Batterer as Parent

"... this book will help attorneys overcome the
advantages abusers have in court and in the process
help good judges learn the best ways to protect children 
and avoid being manipulated by common abuser 
tactics."—Rita Smith, Executive Director, National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Successful
advocacy for DV
survivors begins
here...

Build a compelling case by
proving a pattern of abuse

Prepare for and respond to unfair 
legal tactics abusers are known to 
employ

Use current behavioral
research—real science, not junk
science—to support survivors

Effectively work with—and
challenge, if necessary—court-
appointed "neutral" parties such
as guardians ad litem and forensic 
psychologists

Create a "safety plan" for every
victim
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"Goldstein and Liu have given
those who serve survivors the
platform for competent advocacy.

—*Margaret B. Drew, J.D., LL.M., 
Domestic Violence Consultant
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