
270 customer
service jobs
coming to
Greenville
AMANDA COYNE
NEWS STAFF
Customer service company Morley

is opening a new facility in Greenville
County and adding 270 new jobs, Gov.
Nikki Haley's office announced last
week.
The new customer contact center

and jobs will be part of a $1.7 million in­
vestment on Brookfield Parkway in a
new 25,000 square foot facility. Morley
provides customer service to outside
clients, including Fortune 500 compa­
nies.
The facility's address is in Green­

ville, but it will actually be in the city of
Mauldin, according to a press release.
"The City of Mauldin is extremely

pleased to welcome Morley to our com­
munity along with their $1.7 million in­
vestment and the addition of 270 high­
tech jobs," said Mauldin Mayor Dennis
Raines in the release.
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TRAPPED

Rescue
crewssave
Loris man
trapped in
hole
A man wassaved after

spending morethanfive
hourstrapped in a holeon
privatepropertyoffRed
Bluff Road inLoris on
Mondaynight. Hewas flown
to anareahospital by
helicopter.

BY ELIZABETH TOWNSEND

etownsend@thesunnews.com
A man wasflownto the

hospital byhelicopter Mon­
day night after rescuecrews
spent more thanfivehours
freeing him froma10­foot
deep holeinthe groundin
Loris.
Horry CountyFire Rescue

was calledabout 5:30p.m.

Monday to apropertyoff
Red Bluff Road justoutside
the Lorisarea after thein­
jured man's family called
firstresponders, according
toAssistant ChiefJustin
Gibbins with Horry County
Fire Rescue.
The man wasusing a

tractor todigaholeonpri­
vate property, andGibbins
saidthe man gotinto the
hole for an unknownreason
and became stuck when
unstable soil cavedinon
him.
"The wallof the holefell

inon him,trapping him,"

saidGibbins.
The man wastrapped for

about five hours asmore
than50 rescuepersonnel
members, including crews
from HCFR,Horry County

SEE HOLE,4A
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HOLE
PublicWorks, North Myrtle
Beach Fire andMyrtle
Beach Fire departments,
workedtofree him.
A medical helicopter was

providedfromWhiteville,
N.C.,for aflight toGrand
StrandMedical Center. The
manwas instable condition
whenhe wasflownand was
caredfor whilecrews
workedtofree him,Gibbins
said.
Hewas treated for de­

hydration andwas at riskfor
aconditioncalled "compart­
mentsyndrome" –adanger­
ousandpotentially deadly
conditionthat can result
whenparts ofthe body are

deprived ofnormal blood
flow,Gibbins said.
Therescue process was a

labor­intensive onethat
required trenchpanels being
put inplaceand safety mea­
suresto betakenbeforethe
man couldbedug outby
hand, Gibbins said.
Crews used avacuum

truck providedby Horry
County PublicWorksthat's
typically used for cleaning
out storm drains,pumpsto
drain the dangerousground­
water flooding the hole, and
shovels andbuckets todig
outthe mounds ofmud and
removeit from thearea for

the manwho wasburiedup
tohis chestinmud andup
tohis chiningroundwater,
Gibbins said.
Only certain rescuers

were allowedinthe hole
with theman because 40
hoursof extratrainingmust
bedone tocertifyaperson
toaid inatrench rescue,
andthe qualified rescuer
must also completeeight
hoursofre­certification to
keepup their trainingonthe
rare­typeof rescue, authori­
ties said.
Gibbins saidthere were

rescuers onscenewho had
gonethroughfive yearsof
re­certificationwhohad

never usedtheir training
beforeMonday nightwhen
theysaved a man's life.
There aretrenches all

overHorry County, typically
workedaroundbyprofes­
sional crews,said Gibbins;
and it'sseldom that some­
onebecomes endangered in
a situationinvolving a hole
or trench, but crewsmust be
trained tosave alife when
someone does needthis rare
type ofrescue.

Elizabeth Townsend:
843­626­0217,
@TSN_etownsend
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CoastalCarolina's footballstadium plan
OK'd amidoutcryfrom Gov. Haley
A state budget boardapproved

theschool's$32million planto
expandits footballstadium,
ignoringapanel'sclaimthe
project istoo expensive. The
stadium'sseatingcapacitywill
increase forCCU'smove tothe
FootballBowl Subdivision.
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

A statebudget board approved
CoastalCarolina University's$32
million plantoexpand its football
stadium, ignoringahighereduca­
tion panel's rejectionofthe project
as tooexpensive.
The S.C. FiscalAccountability

Authorityapproved the projectina

3­2vote Tuesday with support
fromthe state's chief budgetwrit­
ers inthe HouseandSenate and
the state's topaccountant.
Gov. Nikki Haley andS.C. Trea­

surerCurtis Loftis opposedthe
project, sayingthe S.C. Commis­
sionon Higher Educationhad
rejected proposals for BrooksSta­
dium fourtimes.

"Ifyouoverride CHE(the Com­
mission onHigher Education)
today, thenwhy have it?"Haley
asked,adding that themovewould
set adangerous precedent for

SEE STADIUM,11A
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STADIUM
other universities and col­
leges lookingtomove for­
wardonbuilding projects
without thecommission's
support.
The stadiumexpansion is

necessary for CoastalCar­
olina's football programto
moveupfrom theNCAA
Football Championship
Subdivision (previously
Division I­AA)tothe Foot­
ballBowl Subdivision (previ­
ouslyI­A).
Approving thestadium

project–which will increase
seating capacityto20,700
insupport ofthe university's
move from theBig South
Conferenceto thelarger
Sun Belt Conference–
would sendamessageto
colleges anduniversities
that they canlobby law­
makersdirectly forsupport
of projectsandignore the
commission's decisions,
giving"every university the
ability tosay theCHE

doesn't matter," shesaid.
"How willyou everbe

able tosay that you're con­
servative, accountablein
any way setting standards
for highereducation?"
Earlierthis year,state

lawmakers approved Coast­
al's stadium projectinthe
statebudget andalso ex­
emptedthe Conway uni­
versityfrom getting required
approval fromthe S.C. Com­
mission onHigher Educa­
tion.
Haley vetoed thebill, but

lawmakers overrode it.
"Fromthe beginning

we've been confident inour
plan andthe trackrecordof
this university,"CCU athlet­
icdirector MattHogue said.
"Did we have tomaybe
change ourgame plan?Sure.
Butwe were confident in
ourplan allalong andwe're
pleased wewere able toget
tothe finish line."
Approval of the$32mil­

lionplan doesn't grantthe
university state funding, but
as apublic university it must
receive state consent.The
projectwill befundedlarge­
ly with bonds.Hogue said
the bondamount willbe
nearly$23million and will
bepaid backby theuni­
versityover 25 years.The
total financingplan takes
into account other sources
including Chanticleer Ath­
letic Foundation contribu­
tions, athleticdepartment
revenue anddonations.
Haley saidthe commis­

sion hadrecently shiftedits
focus toprovide moreof a
watchdog role over college
and university spending.
That role wouldbeundercut
if lawmakers approved the
project despitethe commis­
sion having rejected it.
But SenateFinance Chair­

man HughLeatherman,
R­Florence, and House
Ways andMeansChairman

Brian White,R­Anderson,
disagreed Tuesday, joining
S.C. Comptroller General
Richard Eckstromin push­
ing theprojectto approval.
White applaudedthe

commission's efforts to
watchdog higher education
projects, but saidthat the
project wasvetted byand
won approvalfromthe Joint
Bond ReviewCommittee –
another statespending
board that must approve
construction projects.
Eckstrom saidthe stadi­

um hasbeen alongtime goal
for the school, whichhas
made greatstrides inestab­
lishing itselfas asustain­
able, thriving university.
Brooks Stadiumcurrently

accommodates 9,214fans
and wasdesigned togrow
with the football program.
It opened forCCU's inau­

gural home game in2003
with 6,408 seats. Nearly
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1,000 seats were added
prior tothe 2006season,
and another1,600were
added behind the north end
zone in2010.
The need toexpand

Brooks Stadiumis tiedto
the Chants' movetothe Sun
Belt and FBS. The football
program willdebut inthe
Sun Belt in2017 andbe­
come a fully­eligibleFBS
member in2018, andthe
NCAA requires FBS teams
to maintainan averagepaid
attendance of15,000 per
home game atleast once
every twoyears.
CCU has additionalin­

stitutional requirements to

reach the FBS level, and
according toNCAABylaw
20.9.9.5.1, failure tocomply
withany FBS requirements
twiceina10­yearperiod
would result inrestricted
membership and aban ofat
least one yearfrom postsea­
son football.
"We wouldn't beallowed

in FBSultimately [without
the expansion]," CCU head
football coach JoeMoglia
said. "Intwo or threeyears
if wenever gotthat stadium
built,that would bean is­
sue."
CoastalCarolinaand the

Chanticleer Athletic Foun­
dation have been raising

privatefunds for theproject
forthe pastfew months,
withseveral six­figure gifts,
according toCCU president
DaveDeCenzo.
The Chantsalready had a

pledgefrom theCAFfor a
$2million contribution upon
completionof theconstruc­
tionwith annual contribu­
tionsof $500,000from the
CAFand$200,000 from
athleticdepartment revenue
over thelife ofthe bonds
that willprovide the upfront
funding.
"Wecan get backto our

planningand ultimately
bidding thecontracts,"
Hoguesaid."That's thenext

step.This was the last filter.
I thinkeverybody is excited
andenergized toget back to
ourplans forexpansion."
The expansionwill not

likelybe completed until
sometimeafter the 2017
football season.Hogue said
temporaryseating structures
couldbeerected if needed
inthe meantime.
"Thetimeline is undeter­

mined until wecan get a
contractorhired," Hogue
said."Obviously we wantto
get everythingdone as fast
aswe can."

The Sun Newsreporter Alan
Blondin contributedtothis
article.

RANDALL HILL ForThe Sun News

CCU players, seenstandingalongthe sidelineduringthe
annualspringscrimmagegameat BrooksStadiuminConway,
will seechangestotheirstadiumin thecomingyear.
Expansionwillbringmoreseatsforfans,too.
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

School
discipline,
academics
and the
18thhorse
AFTER I WROTElast

week about ourstate's
disturbingly broad
disturbing schoolslaw,

I gotaletterto theeditor and a
letter tomethat both referredto
the Octoberincident when a
Richland Countysheriff's depu­
ty tossed a studentfrom her
desk and arrested her.Both
letters asked,essentially: How
else was thedeputysupposed to
remove thestudent fromthe
classroom ifshe wouldn't let go
of the desk?
And I remembered the story

of the 18thhorse.
"A farmerdied," goesthe

story that was makingthe
rounds onemail chainslast
summer, "leaving his17horses
tohisthree sons.
"When hissonsopened up

thewill it read: My eldestson
shouldget half of (the)total
horses;My middleson should
begiven onethird ofthe total
horses;My youngestson should
begiven oneninth ofthe total
horses.
"Asit's impossibletodivide

17into half or 17 by3or 17by9,
thethree sons started tofight
witheach other.
"So, theydecided togo toa

farmerfriendwho they consid­
ered quite smart,toseeif he
couldwork it outfor them.
"Thefarmerfriend readthe

willpatiently, (and) after giving
duethought, hebrought oneof
hisownhorses over andadded
it tothe17. Thatincreasedthe

totalto18horses.
"Now, hedivided the horses

according to theirfather's will.
"Half of18=9.So hegave the

eldest son9horses.
"A thirdof 18=6. So hegave

the middleson6horses.
"A ninthof 18=2.So hegave

the youngestson 2horses.
"Now adduphow many

horses they have:
"Eldest son:9
"Middle son:6
"Youngest son:2
"TOTAL = 17
"Now this leavesonehorse

over, sothe farmerfriend takes
his horse backtohis farm.
"Problem solved.
"Moral: The attitudeof nego­

tiation and problemsolving is to
find the'18th horse'­that is
the common ground.Once a
person is able tofind the18th
horse, theissue is resolved.It is
difficult attimes. However, to
reach a solution, thefirst step is
tobelieve that thereis asolu­
tion. If wethinkthat there is no
solution, we won't beable to
reach any! Wouldbeagoodidea
if allour politicianscoulddo
farmermath!"
What elsecouldthe deputy

have done at Spring Valley?
What ifthat's thewrong ques­
tion?
Imagine what would have

happened if, instead of callingin
a schoolresource officer, the
assistant principal had brought
inthe 18thhorse. If hehad said
tothe student whorefused to

hand overher cell phoneand
thenrefused toleave:"Fine, I'll
deal with youafter class.And
the results willbe muchworse
thanif youleavewith menow."
If hehad thenturned tothe
teacher andsaid: "Resume
teaching. I'lljust take aseat in
the back incase thestudent
decides she's readyto leave."
To me,there are nomore

daunting public­policy questions
thanhow toimprove the sit­
uation inour schools­whether
that involves disciplineor test
scores,how toteach difficult­to­
teach students or how tocon­
vince students towanttolearn.
I can tell youhowtomake our

highways safer, or make ourtax
code smarter,or prevent
melt­downs likethe onegoing
onat the Richland County
Recreation Commission, or
improve ourethics lawor our
judicial­selection lawor deal
with a host ofother problems.
But those schoolproblems don't
have obvious answers, inlarge
part because criticsare abso­
lutely correcttolay themat the
feet of parentswho don't do
their jobs. Whatthose critics
refuse torecognize isthat we
have tofind answerseven when
they aren't obvious.
AfterIwrote inan earlier

column that wehave tomake
surechildren in ourstateget a
decent education,that we don't
have the optionof throwing
themaway, I gotacallfroma
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man whosaidwe couldnever
dothat until we stoppedirre­
sponsible peoplefrom having
children. I tried toexplain that
while Iwould love todothat,
the federal courtssimply would
not allow it. Butthe manwho
had justtold meit waspointless
for ourschools toeven tryto
educate those kids replied that
myresponse wasn't acceptable
because hedoesn't accept"it's
impossible"for an answer.

Although hewas wrongto
believehis solutionwaspossible,
hewas right toreject theidea of
impossible.
Imagine what wouldhappen if

­instead of sayingthere's noth­
ingwe cando tocontrolmisbe­
having kids, or toteach difficult­
to­teach children,because only
more responsibleparents can
make adifference ­we adopted
Gov Nikki Haley's"can't isn't
an option" mantra.

Imagine what wouldhappen if
­instead of declaringthat 17
isn't divisible bythree or twoor
nine, or shooting horses until we
get toanumber that is­we all
searched togetheruntil we lo­
cated that 18thhorse.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
or at(803) 771­8571.

''WHATELSECOULD
THEDEPUTYHAVE
DONEATSPRING
VALLEY?WHATIF
THAT'STHEWRONG
QUESTION?

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 9Publication Date: 08/23/2016

School discipline, academics and the 18th horse

57.81 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 2

63027-08-23_9002.pdf

County: Horry



SOUTHCAROLINA

Evangelical leaders seek Haley's
help ontransgenderissue
BY MEGKINNARD

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Presidentsof seven

evangelical Christian
colleges areasking South
Carolina Gov. NikkiHaley
toprotect their institutions
from mandates on the use
of bathroomsbytrans­
gender students. They
wantthe Republican to
use herplatform to "pro­
mote religiousfreedom."
The presidents warned

inaletter delivered Mon­
day that the Obamaad­
ministration's order re­

quiringpublic schools to
let transgenderstudents
use bathrooms consistent
with their chosengender
identity couldviolate "the
privacy andmodestyof
students"who object
based onreligious values.
The letterwas signed by

the presidentsof Bob
Jones University,Colum­
biaInternational Uni­
versity,Charleston South­
ernUniversity, North
Greenville University,

Erskine College andSemi­
nary, Southern Wesleyan
University,and Anderson
University.
Haley saidsheappre­

ciated their input.
"South Carolina hasa

proudtradition of uphold­
ingreligious freedom,"
shesaidin aresponse
providedtoThe Associ­
atedPress. "I look forward
toworking with theuni­
versitiestomake sure we
continue tohonor that
tradition."
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

School
discipline,
academics
and the
18thhorse
AFTER I WROTElast

week about ourstate's
disturbingly broad
disturbing schoolslaw,

I gotaletterto theeditor and a
letter tomethat both referredto
the October incident when a
Richland Countysheriff's depu­
ty tossed a studentfrom her
desk and arrested her.Both
letters asked,essentially: How
else was thedeputysupposed to
remove thestudent fromthe
classroom ifshe wouldn't let go
of the desk?
And I remembered the story

of the 18thhorse.
"A farmer died," goesthe

story that was makingthe
rounds onemail chainslast
summer, "leaving his17horses
tohisthree sons.
"When hissonsopened up

thewill it read: My eldestson
shouldget half of (the)total
horses;My middleson should
begiven onethird ofthe total
horses;My youngestson should
begiven oneninth ofthe total
horses.
"Asit's impossibletodivide

17into half or 17 by3or 17by9,
thethree sons started tofight
witheach other.
"So, theydecided togo toa

farmer friendwho they consid­
ered quite smart, toseeif he
couldwork it outfor them.
"Thefarmer friend readthe

willpatiently, (and) after giving
duethought, hebrought oneof
hisownhorses over andadded
it tothe17. Thatincreased the

totalto18horses.
"Now, hedivided the horses

according to their father'swill.
"Half of18=9.So hegave the

eldest son9horses.
"A thirdof 18=6. So hegave

the middleson6horses.
"A ninthof 18=2.So hegave

the youngestson 2horses.
"Now addup howmany

horses they have:
"Eldest son:9
"Middle son:6
"Youngest son:2
"TOTAL = 17
"Now this leavesonehorse

over, sothe farmer friend takes
his horse backtohis farm.
"Problem solved.
"Moral: The attitudeof nego­

tiation and problemsolving is to
find the'18th horse'­that is
the common ground. Oncea
person is abletofind the18th
horse, theissue is resolved.It is
difficult attimes. However, to
reach a solution, thefirststep is
tobelieve that thereis a solu­
tion. If wethinkthat there is no
solution, we won'tbeableto
reach any! Wouldbeagoodidea
if allour politicianscoulddo
farmer math!"
What elsecouldthe deputy

have done at Spring Valley?
What ifthat's thewrong ques­
tion?
Imagine what would have

happened if, instead of callingin
a schoolresource officer, the
assistant principal had brought
inthe 18thhorse. If hehad said
tothe student whorefused to

hand overher cellphoneand
then refusedtoleave:"Fine, I'll
deal with youafter class.And
the results willbe muchworse
thanif youleavewith menow."
If hehad thenturned tothe
teacher andsaid: "Resume
teaching. I'lljust take aseat in
the back incase thestudent
decidesshe's readyto leave."
To me,there are nomore

daunting public­policy questions
thanhow toimprove the sit­
uation inour schools­whether
that involves disciplineor test
scores, how toteach difficult­to­
teach students or how tocon­
vince students towanttolearn.
I can tell youhowtomake our

highways safer, or make ourtax
code smarter,or prevent
melt­downs likethe onegoing
onat the Richland County
Recreation Commission, or
improve ourethics lawor our
judicial­selection lawor deal
with a host ofotherproblems.
But those schoolproblems don't
have obvious answers, inlarge
part because criticsare abso­
lutely correcttolay themat the
feet of parents whodon't do
their jobs. Whatthose critics
refuse torecognize isthat we
have tofind answerseven when
they aren't obvious.
AfterIwrote inan earlier

column that wehave tomake
sure children in ourstateget a
decent education,that we don't
have the optionof throwing
themaway, I gotacall froma
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man whosaidwe couldnever
dothat until we stoppedirre­
sponsible peoplefrom having
children. I tried toexplain that
while Iwould love todothat,
the federal courtssimply would
not allow it. Butthe manwho
had justtold meit waspointless
for ourschools toeven tryto
educate those kidsreplied that
myresponse wasn't acceptable
because he doesn'taccept"it's
impossible"for an answer.
Although hewas wrongto

believehis solutionwaspossible,
hewas right toreject theidea of

impossible.
Imagine what wouldhappen if

­instead of sayingthere's noth­
ingwe cando tocontrolmisbe­
having kids, or toteach difficult­
to­teach children,because only
more responsibleparents can
make a difference­weadopted
Gov Nikki Haley's"can't isn't
an option" mantra.
Imagine what would happenif

­instead of declaringthat 17
isn't divisible bythree or twoor
nine, or shooting horses until we
get toanumber that is­we all
searched togetheruntil we lo­
cated that 18thhorse.

Ms. Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''WHATELSECOULD
THEDEPUTYHAVE
DONEATSPRING
VALLEY?WHATIF
THAT'STHEWRONG
QUESTION?
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Haleyto stump
for North Carolina's
embattledgovernor
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

Facing atough re­elec­
tion challenge, North
Carolina Gov. Pat McCro­
ry will get somehelp on
the campaigntrail this
week fromhisneighbor to
the south.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley

will attendafundraiser
Thursday for McCroryin
Fayetteville, Haley'soffice
said.
Aligninghimself with

Haley couldhelp McCro­
ry,who hasslid behind
N.C. Attorney General
RayCooper, hisDemo­
craticchallenger, inthe
polls.
N.C.Democratshopeto

winovervoterswhoare

upsetaboutanewstatelaw
thatrequirestransgender
peopletousethebathroom
oftheirbirthsex.
The law doesnotapply

toprivate businesses, said
a spokesman forMcCrory,
who signedthe contro­
versial legislation known
as HB2.
Haley rejected asimilar

proposal inSouth Car­
olina, sayingit was un­
needed.
N.C. Democrats also are

bankingon GOPdisillu­
sionment with Republican
presidential candidate
Donald Trump tohelp
themindown­ballotcon­
tests againstRepublicans,

includingMcCrory.
Haley hascriticized

Trump repeatedly,in­
cluding duringher nation­
ally televisedGOP re­
sponse toPresidentOba­
ma's January Stateof the
Union address.
Haley enjoyed arising

national profileand
popularity after she
pushed toremovethe
Confederate flag last sum­
merfrom theState House
grounds inthewake ofthe
massacre ofnine African­
Americans inaCharleston
church.

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

Haley

McCrory
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Legislatorstoreview
SC's 'outdated'tax code
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
S.C. legislators will

review statetaxlaws,
includingwhether topro­
posechanges inthetaxes
paidby residents.
The 14­memberpanel

will look at thestate's
income, sales andproperty
taxes.
"Ouroutdated taxcode

needs adramatic trans­
formationin ordertopro­
mote economic compet­
itiveness andincrease the
size of ourcitizens' pay­
checks," S.C.House
Speaker JayLucas, R­
Darlington,saidin astate­
ment.
A broader, flattertax

code wouldspur job
growthand provide
greateropportunities for
S.C. families,Lucas said.
Many, includingS.C.

Gov. Nikki Haley,criticize
South Carolina's topin­
come taxbracket­7

percent ­asbeing too
high.However, because of
the state's incometax
exemptions, mostS.C.
residentsend uppaying
lower incometaxes than
residentsof neighboring
states.
The study committee is

toreport its findings be­
fore the startof theJan­
uarylegislative session.
S.C. taxeshave been

studiedrepeatedly.
In2010,for example, a

commissionrecommend­
ed repealing, amending or
modifying morethan60
of thestate's 80­plustax
exemptions, whichcut
staterevenues by$3bil­
lionayear. Legislators
never acted onthose re­
commendations.
S.C. HouseSpeaker Pro

Tempore TommyPope,
R­York, willchair the
committee.
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COASTALCAROLINAFOOTBALL

Stadium planOK'd amid
outcryfromGov. Haley
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com
CoastalCarolinaUni­

versitycanmoveforward
witha$32millionplanto
expanditsfootballstadium
afterastatebudgetpanel
approvedtheprojectTues­
day,ignoringahigher
educationpanel'svetoof
theproposalastooexpen­
sive.
TheS.C.FiscalAccount­

abilityAuthorityapproved
theprojectbya3­2vote
Tuesday.
Coastalwantstoadd

11,486seatstoBrooks
Stadium,whichhas9,214
seats.Theschoolalsoplans
toaddrestrooms,ahospi­
talitysuiteandconcession
space.
Gov.NikkiHaleyand

S.C.TreasurerCurtisLoftis
opposedtheproject,noting
theS.C.Commissionon
HigherEducationhad
rejectedproposalsto
expandthestadiumfour
times.
"IfyouoverrideCHE

today,thenwhyhaveit?"
Haleyasked,addingthe
movewouldsetaprece­
dentforotheruniversities
andcollegestomovefor­
wardonbuildingprojects
withoutthecommission's
support.
Approvingthestadium

project–aproposalthat
comesasCoastalmoves
intotheSunBeltConfer­
ence–wouldsendames­

sagetoschoolsthatthey
canlobbylawmakersdi­
rectlyforprojects,and
ignorethecommission's
decisions,giving"every
universitytheabilitytosay
theCHEdoesn'tmatter,"
shesaid.
Earlierthisyear,state

lawmakersapprovedCoast­
al'sstadiumprojectaspart
ofthestatebudget.They
alsoexemptedtheConway
universityfromhavingto
getapprovalfortheproject
fromtheCommissionon
HigherEducation.
Haleyvetoedthatbill,

butlawmakersoverrode
herveto.
Haleysaidthecommis­

sionrecentlyshiftedits
focustoprovidemoreofa
watchdogroleovercollege
anduniversityspending.
Thatrolewouldbeunder­
cutiflawmakersapproved
theprojectdespitethe
commission'sveto,she
added.
ButSenateFinance

CommitteechairmanHugh
Leatherman,R­Florence,
andHouseWaysand
MeansChairmanBrian
White,R­Anderson,dis­
agreed,joiningS.C.Comp­
trollerGeneralRichard
Eckstrominvotingtoap­
provetheproject.

JamieSelf:803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

JASON LEE jlee@thesunnews.com

CoastalCarolinacanmoveforward witha$32million plantoexpandBrooksStadium,
afterastate budgetpanel approvedthe project,ignoringGov.NikkiHaley'sopposition.
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Evangelicals seek
Haley'shelpon
transgenderissue
BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA

The presidents of seven
evangelical Christian colleg­
es wantSouth CarolinaGov.
Nikki Haley toprotect in­
stitutions like theirs from
mandates onthe use of
bathrooms bytransgender
students.
In aletter Monday,the

presidents of schoolsin­
cluding Bob JonesUniversity
asked the Republican touse

herplatform to "promote
religiousfreedom."
The presidentswarn man­

dateslike theObama admin­
istration's orderrequiring
publicschools tolet trans­
gender studentsuse bath­
rooms consistentwith their
chosengender identity could
violate "theprivacy and
modestyof students"who
objectbased onreligious
values.
A federal judgehas

blockedthe administration's
order.
The judgeruled that fed­

eraleducation law "isnot
ambiguous"about sex being
defined as"thebiological
andanatomical differences
between male andfemale
students asdetermined at
their birth."
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