The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Dear Honorable Nikki Hailey

I am writing you concerning some very serious concerns that | have with the corruption at
Broad River Institution. | contacted SCDC back in June of this year by letter, which | never
received any reply from.....I also made several phone calls. With this letter | am attaching a copy
of the letter that | originally sent back in June as well as some important papers that will back
up everything that | am telling you. | very clearly recall talking to Maria Leggins right after |
came home from the hospital and she came across as being rude and very unconcerned about
the matter. First of all my son is Ronald Lyons was serving time at Walden Institute for a none
violent crime.......and to make a long story short he was giving a cigarette by another inmate
that was laced with something called K2, which caused him to have hallucinations and jump out
the window. | don’t understand how he ever caught an escape charge on that...why wasn't it
looked into. Well, as a result he was transferred to Broad River Institution, and has had nothing
but bad things happen to him there. My son is not a violent criminal and he doesn’t belong
there. On Father’s Day my son was in protective custody and a guard opened his cell and
allowed another inmate to come in and beat him. Now | find out that on August 1% him and
another inmate were jumped by a gang there and by the grace of God my son was fast enough
that he ran and jumped a rail to get away from them....the other guy wasn’t so lucky, he had his
head split open and was stabbed 9 times. My son says the gang now has a price on his head. |
have once again made several phone calls concerning this matter and yet no one seems
concerned ....... one lady | spoke with, can’t remember her name but she told me that unless my
son said something to someone inside the prison nothing could or would be done and
according to her he had been to mental health several times........ well 1** of all stop and put
yourselves in his shoes if you had a guard who opened your cell to allow an inmate to come in
and beat you while you were on protective custody would you feel safe talking to anyone?....|
know | wouldn’t and as for mental health he said no one has come to see him that he has asked
several times to be seen so that he could let them know what’s going on in there but no one
has seen him. | know that my son has to do time for the crimes that he committed, but he
should not have to spend it like this. | am begging you please help me have my son moved to
statewide protective custody. He doesn’t deserve to die. | went to my attorney for advice and
he told me to begin by sending certified letters to the top people at SCDC as well as Nikki Hailey
and if I did not get any satisfaction there than to start sending certified letters to every
newspaper and news channel out there that, | am not going to give up or stop fighting to have



my son moved to a safe location. | am not trying to be rude in anyway and | really hope you
don’t take it that way. | don’t know if you are a parent or not but if you are | hope you can
understand how | feel. | had no idea of the crimes my son was committing but once | found out
there was a big part of me that was relieved because | felt like with him being in prison that |
wouldn’t have to worry so much anymore about him getting killed, but | was wrong after
finding out about all the corruption behind those prison walls | am very concerned and this has
really affected my health. Please , | am begging you get my son out of Broad River Correctional
Institute and you also need to look into the fact that someone is bringing in K2 , whatever that
is as well as cigarettes at Walden Institution..........my guess would be a member of the staff.

I thank you for your time and | pray that you will take this matter seriously and act on it
immediately. If you have any questions that you would like to ask me please feel free to call me
at 803-267-2804 or 843-917-9053.....or at my job 803-259-1344

Sincerely
Barbara Joanne Lyons
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INMATE DESCRIPTION

' INMATE SENTENCE AND LOCATION
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The mission of the South Carolina Department of
Corrections is: Safety--we will protect the public, our
employees, and our inmates. Service--we will provide
rehabilitation and self-improvement opportunities for
inmates. Stewardship--we will promote professional
excellence, fiscal responsibility, and self-sufficiency

The South Carolina Department of Corrections
protects the citizens by confining offenders in
controlled facilities and by providing rehabilitative,
self-improvement opportunities to prepare inmates for
their re-integration into society.

The employees of the South Carolina Department of
Corrections will be seen as a progressive force that
works together to ensure the safety of each other, to
improve the lives and meet legitimate needs of the
inmates, and prepare them for re-entry into society.



June 29, 2016

| am writing you in regards to some serious concerns | have about the behavior of
some of the guards at The Broad River Correctional Institution, | hope you don’t
mind | want to tell you this from the beginning, so that you may get a better
understanding of where | am coming from.

My name is Barbara Joanne Lyons, my son, Ronald Lee Lyons, Jr. (#310014) was
sentenced to do 40 months at Walden Correctional Institution on a Grand Larceny
charge. Ronnie was classified as a MO1B and worked outside the prison as a
roofer. | went to visit my son for the 1% time on May21st. He told me then that he
had gotten himself in trouble by smoking a cigarette........ | begged him then not to
smoke anymore, but, as a former smoker myself | know it is a very hard habit to
kick; anyways on May 26'™ | was scheduled for a serious surgery and my son
promised me he would call me the night before my surgery.....well the call never
got made, | was devastated | knew something was wrong and 3 days later | found
out | was right something was bad wrong, he got a cigarette from someone and
had no idea it had been lazed with something called k2........ he said it caused him
to have hallucinations, he thought someone was trying to kill him and he jumped
out of a window. | will be the first to admit that my son isn’t perfect, none of us
are and he shouldn’t have smoked that cigarette. | do know and believe with all of
my heart that my son was not trying to escape.......... he worked outside the gates
if he wanted to escape ! feel quite sure he wouldn’t have done it that way. My son
has two little boys out here waiting on him to come home. | feel that someone
needs to be investigating Walden Institution to find out how all of these things



needs to be investigating Walden Institution to find out how all of these things
are getting inside the prison. From what | am hearing there is for sure a breach of
security at Walden and so much corruption inside Broad River that it’s not funny. |
have made phone call on top of phone call, | had the warden himself tell me a
bald face lie it’s just crazy you don’t know who you can trust.

| am begging you please......... | can’t go into details because my son asked me not
to but please please please have him taking out of Broad River Institution, | can
tell you that a guard who is down with the bloods has allowed another inmate to
go into my son’s cell and beat the crap out of him, his life has been threatened
and the statement was made if you let him out on the yard he’s a dead man. My
son was an informant for the Florence County Narcotics Team, so as you can
imagine he has enemies all over the place who are doing time. As a mother who
truly loves and cares for her son | am begging you please have him placed in state-
wide protective custody.

| appreciate your time and help with resolving this matter. | just want my son to
do his time for his crime and be kept safe so he can make it home alive to his

o L
AR




The above picture is his family. | am pleading, begging for help to have him moved
to somewhere he can safely do his time.

Sincerely

Barbara Joanne Lyons
Concerned Mother
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Ms. Barbara Joanne Lyons ' ~
P.O. Box 51 !

Olar, SC 29843
Dear Ms. Lyons:

Thank you for contacting the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office regarding your concern
about your son’s situation. Unfortunately, your request to have your son placed in protective
custody does not fall within the purview of this office.

This matter is most appropriately handled by the South Carolina Department of Corrections, a
cabinet agency of the Governor’s Office. They can be contacted using the following
information:

South Carolina Department of Corrections
(803) 896-8500

Email: corrections.info@doc.state.sc.us
Website: www.doc.sc.gov

Additionally, you may contact the Office of the Governor if your correspondence with the South
Carolina Department of Corrections is unsatisfactory. Here is the contact information for that
office:

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 734-2100
WWW.gOVernor.sc.gov

I hope this information is helpful and that your concerns are quickly addressed.

Respectfully,

Chelsea Kot
Constituent Services Coordinator

REMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING » POSTOFFICEBOX [ 1549 « COLUMBLA, SC29211-1549 o TELEPHONE 803-734.3970 » FACSIMILE 803-253-6283
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AiK- Aiken Regioral Medical Centers

Patient. LYONS, BARBARA JOANNE Admit: 512912016

MRN:  AIK354200 Disch: 572972016

FiN: AIK0000118443738 Attending: Anderson,Jonathan MD
L Operative Record

DOCUMENT NAME: Operative Reports

SERVICE DATE/TIME: 5/26/2016 10:57 EDT

RESULT STATUS: Auth (Verified)

PERFORM INFORMATION: Anderson,Jonathan MD (5/26/2016 10:57 EDT)
SIGN INFORMATION: Anderson,Jonathan MD (5/27/2016 07:38 EDT)

Aiken OP Report

DATE OF OPERATION: May 26, 2016
SURGEON: Jonathan Anderson, MD

PREOPERATIVE DIAGNOSES:
1. Stress urinary incontinence.
2. Cystocele,

3. Eroded vaginal mesh.

POSTOPERATIVE DIAGNOSES:
1. Stress urinary incontinence,

2. Cystocele.

3. Eroded vaginal mesh.

PROCEDURE PERFORMED:
1. Cystoscopy.

2. Pubovaginal sling.

3. Removal vaginal mesh.

4. Cystocele rapair.

COMPLICATIONS: None.

ANESTHESIA: General.

ESTIMATED BLOOD LOSS: About 200 mL,

SPECIMENS: Include vaginal mesh as well as vaginal mucus.

INDICATIONS FOR PROCEDURE: She is a 50-year-old female with recurrent stress urinary
continence, some type of repair in the past with vaginal mesh that has eroded into her
anterior vagina over the posterior bladder and it has not eroded into the bladder. She was
taken for removal of mesh, cystocele repair and sling. She understands the procedure,

risks and benefits, expected outcomes, complications, and agrees to proceed.

PROCEDURE IN DETAIL: After obtaining informed consent, the patient was taken to the
operating room. She was given a general anesthetic per the Anesthesia Department. She was
placed in the dorsal lithotomy position. She was prepped with Betadine solution and draped
appropriately. Periurethral and perivaginal tissues were injected with about 12 mL of 1%
lidocaine with epinephrine for hemostasis. Anterior vaginal mucosa incision was made. The
incision was carried out laterally Metzenbaum scissors. Cystocele was completely dissected
free and endopelvic fascia was opened bilaterally. A space between the pubic bone and

Print Date/Time 6/8/2016 08:45 EDT Transcription Page 3 of 4



AlK- Aiken Regional Medical Centers

Patient: LYONS, BARBARA JOANNE Admit; 5/29/2016

MRN: AIK354200 Disch: 5/29/2016

FIN:  AIK0000118443738 Attending: Anderson,.Jonathan MD
Operative Record

pubic ramus was created using blunt dissection, The mesh was seen in the anterior vagina,
really almost to the cuff which eroded all the way completely through the vagina. The mesh
was dissected free by using Metzenbaum scissors and then cut with Mayo scissors.
Obviously, this is best more posteriorly left behind, but nothing else into the vagina.

The mesh was removed and labeled and sent as vaginal mesh,

Sutures placed in the pubic ramus. A porcine dermis graft was then cut {o size, sutured to
bone anchors and tied down very snugly over a 16-French Foley catheter. The graft laid
very nicely in the proximal urethra and bladder neck. There was no twisting or kinking of
the graft. It was sutured in place with 3-0 chromic to prevent any such twisting or

kinking.

The perivaginal and periurethral tissues were then reapproximated with interrupted 2-0
Vicryl. This offered an excellent support of the bladder and closure. The redundant
vaginal mucosa was then excised, The Foley catheter was removed,

A 22 French rigid ureteroscope was passed into the urethra and bladder under direct

vision. The urethra was noted to be normal. Upon entering the biadder, good bladder
mucosa. No lesions, stones, foreign bodies, no evidence of any infury, trauma, or

penetration of the bladder. Both ureteral orifices were effluxing clear urine. The scope

was then removed. A 16 French Foley catheter was then replaced. The Foley catheter was
placed to gravity drainage. The vaginal mucosa was closed with running 2-0 Vicryl, Offered
excellent hemostasis and closure. There was no areas of any bleeding. Vaginal packing of
MetroGel was placed. Foley catheter was placed to gravily drainage. She was awakened from
anesthesla. She is transferred to recovery room in stable condition. She tolerated the
procedure very well,
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