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Fwd: Charleston Harbor Deepening Project Earns Critical Federal Approval

Great news! We were approved to 52 feet and the project will continue to advance. Our statement
just went out and I've included below. We will send you a draft statement/post if you'd still prefer us to
do so.

For social media - we're @SCPorts in the event you would like to retweet.

Thank you for your support.

Tate W. Zeigler

South Carolina Ports Authority

Office (843) 577-8670<tel:(843)%20577-8670>
Cell (864) 414-5256<tel:(864)%20414-5256>
www.scspa.com<http://www.scspa.com/>
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Subject: Charleston Harbor Deepening Project Earns Critical Federal Approval
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Charleston Harbor Deepening Project Earns Critical Federal Approval

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Review Board Moves 52-Foot Deepening Project Forward

CHARLESTON, SC - JUNE 25, 2015 - Today in Washington, DC, the US Army Corps of Engineers
Civil Works Review Board (CWRB) unanimously approved the Final Integrated Feasibility Report and
Environmental Impact Statement for the Charleston Post-45 Harbor Deepening project, a significant
step in the federal process that ensures the project is on schedule to receive its Chief's Report this
September.

"Today's approval by the Civil Works Review Board allows our harbor deepening project to progress
without delay,” said Jim Newsome, SCPA president and CEO. "Once deepening to 52 feet is
realized, Charleston will offer the deepest harbor on the East Coast with the capability to serve fully-
loaded post-Panamax vessels 24 hours a day. Our deepening project, coupled with significant SCPA
investments in landside infrastructure and terminal capacity, supports SCPA cargo volume growth
more than twice the national port average. We are fortunate to have great partners in US Army Corps
of Engineers, whose collective expertise and commitment was demonstrated today."

The final report has been approved for release for a 30-day review period for state and resource
agencies. The Chief's Report is expected to be signed in September and then transmitted to
Congress, with construction to begin following the Preconstruction, Engineering and Design Phase.

"A competitive, growing port brings tremendous economic benefits to our state and our region," said
SCPA Board Chairman Bill Stern. "Recognizing the importance of the deepening project to our port,
elected officials from all levels of government as well as the business community and the public are
united in their support of 52 feet. South Carolina, the Southeastern region and our nation will enjoy
the positive impacts of the Charleston harbor deepening for years to come."

Efforts to deepen the Charleston harbor began in 2011 in order to provide the depth necessary to



handle post-Panatmax vessel calls without tidal restriction. The expansion of the Panama Canal and
the raising of the Bayonne Bridge in NJ are expected to significantly increase the size of cargo
vessels deployed to East Coast ports, making deepwater a requirement for modern ports. In addition,
growth of population and manufacturing in the Southeast has been a significant driver of SCPA
volume gains and the need for a deeper harbor. Charleston currently receives 11 post-Panamax
vessel calls weekly.

In 2013, the SC General Assembly set aside the full estimated state share of the deepening
construction costs, and the project was named was named one of President Obama's "We Can't
Wait" initiatives.

About SC Ports Authority

The South Carolina Ports Authority, established by the state's General Assembly in 1942, owns and
operates public seaport facilities in Charleston, Georgetown and Greer, handling international
commerce valued at more than $63 billion annually while receiving no direct taxpayer subsidy. An
economic development engine for the state, port operations facilitate 260,800 jobs across South
Carolina and nearly $45 billion in economic activity each year. For more information, visit www.scspa.
com<http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tHFMSerUJOJg1R6FDz8ioCTaQbh7c-
r_YswiD4dOFoOUdUWUmcaTjYCU4z08GfQ4KhEe2M_B-5117gINQ7RUbtdFvXP4pJHxdHSIAOh42N-
Avrl1ADXDf6F11tzO6-
RgiBcLejrdy6t_ftRONZMuxx_tyyNTAnNVOEK6cM4uD7cl1E=&c=PvEetiomW3eClz4Wbb6m3TPdqpQw
_Uzy6-E-tdmwgU_NKBVhJwrKhQ==&ch=rWVFfcYxlesnSeM1iONjXRneDwV_sJLbSIi0OTyR-

dD9 xpUZdnQ9DIQ==>.

Media Contact

Erin Dhand

Manager, Public Relations

SC Ports Authority

843-577-8121
edhand@scspa.com<mailto:edhand@scspa.com>
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