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Transgender
advocates
fearbill's
fallouteven
ifitdies
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Transgender peoplesaid

Thursday theyfear aSouth
Carolina billthat would
require themto usethe
public bathroom fortheir
biological sex willstoke
misguided fears anden­
dorse restroomvigilantism,
even if thebill ultimately
dies asexpected.

Opponents told aSenate
panel theunenforceable
measure perpetuatesmyths
against an already­ostra­
cized community, while
supporters contendit's
about protecting theprivacy
and safety ofwomen and
children.
The measure mimicspart

of aNorth Carolinalaw

passed last month that's
caused economic fallout and
debate nationwide.
A growing number of

musicians have canceled
concerts inNorth Carolina
inprotest, includingCyndi
Lauper, Bruce Springsteen
and RingoStarr.In Mas­
sachusetts onThursday,an
LGBT group booed the Re­

publican governor off stage
when hedeclined tocommit
tolegislation expanding
protections for transgender
people.
The South Carolinabill,

introduced last week, may
go nowhere.

SEE TRANSGENDER,9A
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The proposal requires

multistallbathrooms on
public propertytobedesig­
nated andused according to
the genderon people's birth
certificates. Itwouldalso
barlocal governments from
requiring businessestolet
transgender peopleuse the
bathroomof their choice.
No vote wastaken during

the panel's secondandfinal
hearing. It's notyet clear
whether thefull committee
will considerthe measure.
Buteven if it managesto
advance tothe Senatefloor,
Sen.Joel Lourie, D­Colum­
bia, promises touse Senate
rulestoblock debate. House
GOP leaderssay their cham­
berwon't dealwith the issue
beforesession endsin June
anyway. And opponents
includeRepublican Gov.
Nikki Haley,who hasre­
peatedly calledit unneces­
sary.
The sponsor, GOPSen.

Lee Bright,contends hisbill

is a"matter ofcommon
sense,"and its opponents
are "forgoingthe safetyand
privacy ofthe largestpart of
the population inorderto
defend"atinyminority.
Inaletter readat the

hearing,Richland County
SheriffLeon Lottsaidthe
billaddresses anonissue. In
his41 yearsinlaw enforce­
ment,hesaid, he's never
heard ofatransgenderper­
sonattackingor otherwise
botheringsomeone ina
restroom.
He saidhecan'tenforce a

billthat burdens lawen­
forcementwith bathroom
checksand exposeshis
agencytolawsuits.
"Obviously,DNA testing

iscost prohibitive,"he
wrote.And askingdeputies
tocheckgenitalia "invades
subjects' dignityandpriva­
cy."
Transgender peoplesay

thebill's requirement would

putthem indangerof ha­
rassment andviolence, as
theywould clearlylook out
ofplace.
"To makediscrimination

legalis an atrocity,"said
transgender male Greg
Green, aCitadel graduate
andformer policeofficer
andfirefighter. "Goingto
thebathroom is natural.
Worryingabout whether the
person inthestall beside
you issitting or standing is
not commonsense."
Sharon Mansell, aBeau­

fort motherof 10,saidshe
sympathizes withtrans­
gender people's objections,
but it's amother's duty to
protect herchildren. She
saidshe fearsthat without
the law, "someone witha
perverted mind" can pre­
tend tobe transgenderto
abuse the oppositesex.
"I stand firmthat weneed

tovote 'yes'for this billfor
the protectionof everyone,"

she said."Thisis not awar
against transgender people."
Oran Smith ofthe Palmet­

toFamily Councilsaidhis
members' top concern is
"young girlswhomayhave
men intheir shower rooms"
at public schools.
Opponents argued laws

already addressassault and
shower curtains canprovide
privacy.
O.K. Keyes, atransgender

Columbia resident who
works with LGBT youth,
saidthe billinvites peopleto
hate acommunity they
knowlittle about.
"The legislationclaims to

protect, but it actually tar­
getsyouth," saidKeyes, 25.
"Senators get topropose
legislation tostirup their
baseand it ultimatelydies,
but inthe process,it garners
all thisattention and talking
points.And nooneis think­
ingabout what happens
afterward."
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''TOMAKEDISCRIMINATIONLEGALISAN
ATROCITY.GOINGTOTHEBATHROOMIS
NATURAL.WORRYINGABOUTWHETHER
THEPERSONINTHESTALLBESIDEYOUIS
SITTINGORSTANDINGISNOTCOMMON
SENSE.
Greg Green, a transgendermale
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WhodoesHaley
cryforandwhy?
Gov.NikkiHaleysaidshe

criedforthepoorninefolks
attheA.M.E.churchinChar­
leston,buthassheevercried
forthe25,000menwho
gavetheirlivesdefending
SouthCarolina­whomthe
ConfederateflagandSoldier
Monumenthonor?
Allthosesoldiersasked

wastoberememberedso
thatfuturegenerationswould
understandthepriceoffree­
domfrominvasion,dutyto
theirstateandhonor,cour­
ageandsacrifice.Gov.Fran­
cisPickenswouldhaveNikki
Haley'sheadforwhatshe
didtosullythehonorand
sacrificeofmorethanaquar­
terofthemeninSouthCar­
olina.Shameuponher.

–JeffO'Cain
Columbia
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SCtransgenderbathroom billwill not
pass,Richland Democratvows
BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com
A proposal toban trans­

gender peoplefrom choos­
ingthe bathroomthey use
is headed toaS.C. Senate
committee vote after a
panelhearing from support­
ers andopponents wrapped
upits second day ofhear­
ingsThursday.

However, aDemocratic
memberof the SenateGen­
eral Committeepromised to
block the proposal.
"This billwill notpass the

SouthCarolina General
Assemblythis year," state
Sen. Joel Lourie, D­Rich­

land, saidafter hearing
testimony that included
personal storiesfrom trans­
gender menand women
andreligious opponents and
supporters ofthe proposal.
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley hassaidthe proposal,

sponsored bystateSen. Lee
Bright, R­Spartanburg,is
not needed.
Inaddition, HouseMajor­

ity LeaderBruce Bannister,
R­Greenville, saidit isun­
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likely that GOP­controlled
body will have timeto
deal with theproposal this
year.
"The HouseRepublican

Caucus hasalotof issues
that we aretrying toad­
dressby theend ofses­
sion,"Bannister said
Thursday.
Bills that donot pass by

the June endof thesession
will die. Tobeconsidered
next year,the proposal
would have toberein­
troduced.
Moresupporters spoke

out Thursday thanin
Wednesday's hearing,
when opponents turned
out indroves.
Bright's proposal would

require that bathrooms,
showers andchanging
rooms at government­run
parks, museumsand
schools bedesignatedfor
use andused basedon an
individual's biologicalsex
at birth,as listedontheir
birth certificate.The bill
would applyonlyto bath­
rooms andchanging
rooms usedby morethan
aperson at a time.
Robert Boone, apastor

inAikenCounty, saidthe
proposal relates tomoral
decency.

"How canwe conscien­
tiously enforce lawsdeal­
ingwith pornography
when wereplace the print­
ed page that youfind ina
magazine with fleshinthe
restroom?" Booneasked.
Boonerecounted his

ownexperience ofacci­
dentally walking into a
women'srestroom, saying
hewas "embarrassed to
death."
Oran Smithof the Pal­
metto FamilyCouncil said
his conservativeadvocacy
group is concernedabout
safety andprivacy.
Smith saidhisgroup is

concerned that mencould
beinlocker­room showers
with young girls. "Weare
looking forawayto pro­
tect againstthat," hesaid,
addingBright's proposal
seemstodo that.
AugustHuckabee, who

lives inColorado,saidthe
proposal is awomen's
rightsissue.
"The transgendermove­

ment is,infact, extremely
disrespectful towomen
and tothehistory ofwom­
en's rightsbyclaimingto
bewomen," Huckabee
said.
For centuries, women

have foughtfor equality,
includingthe right tovote

and wageequality,Hucka­
beesaid."Feminists
themselvesshould bein
an uproar that aconfused
boy shoulddecide that all
it takes tobecomeawo­
man isamental fabrica­
tion that stemsfrom a
confusion ofidentity."
ButSen. Louriesaidthe

women'srights organiza­
tions hehasspoken with
staunchlyoppose the pro­
posal.
Opponents also spoke

out againstthe proposal
Thursday.
Attorney Malissa Bur­

nette,who representsS.C.
Equality, alesbian, gay,
bisexual andtransgender
advocacyorganization,
saidthe proposal will
"hurt anddivide ourciti­
zens."
She saidtheargument

that the billwill protect
children from menwho
dressup likewomen "per­
petuates myths about
transgender people."
Tim Bupp,pastor of

Reformation Lutheran
Church inColumbia, also
opposedthe proposal,
addressing theargument
that, absent aban, preda­
tors willtake advantage of
people inbathrooms.
"There arepredators

(in) every aspectof hu­
manity,"Bupp said,add­
ingsome pastorsand
politicians are"the most
despicable predatorsof
all."
But, Bupp added,he

would notrefuse pastors
or politicians "theirbasic
right touse public facil­
ities."

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

What's next?
The Senate's full General
Committeenextwill take
upthe proposal. Whenthat
committee ­chairedby
stateSen.Kevin Bryant,
R­Anderson ­will take up
the bill hasnot yet been
announced.

If thatpanel­of10
Republicansandseven
Democrats­passes the
proposal, state Sen.Joel
Lourie, D­Richland, saidhe
will useproceduraltactics
toensureit does not pass
the full Senatethis year.

Senatorsgenerally can
ensureabill does notpass
by addinga"minority
report." Asingle senator
alsocan filibustera
proposal.
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S.C. Housealtersroadsbill; senators
say billis likelydead
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
The SouthCarolina House

madechanges Wednesday
tothe roadsbill that has
been debatedfor morethan
ayear, leadingsenators and
the governor tosaythe pro­
posalis likely deadfor the
year.
SouthCarolina roadswill

stilllikely get moremoney.
The Househas placed an
extra$400million inits
budget it senttothe Senate.
ButWednesday's amend­

ment greatlyreduces the
chances ofreforminghow
commissionersare chosen
totheboard that helpsrun
theDepartment of Trans­
portation.Many lawmakers
have saidthat is acritical
first steptoward getting
closertothe extra$1 billion
ayear theroad agencyhas
saidit needstoget state
highwaysback togoodcon­
dition.
The Housecouldhave

agreedtothe Senateroad
bill, whichallows Gov. Nikki
Haley toappointall mem­
bersof theDOT board with
Senateapproval. Butin­
stead, the Housechanged
the billto have approvalby
the Houseand Senate.
"Government closest to

the peopleis usually best.
And there is noneedtotake
124 people outof thepro­
cess," Rep.Gary Simrill,

R­Rock Hill,saidof House
members.
State Sen.LarryGrooms

saidinSouth Carolina's 240
years as astatethe Ethics
Commission is the only
body where bothchambers
approve members.The
Republican fromCharleston
saidsenators can't justre­
move that kindof preceden­
ce.
"They knew beforethey

voted that puttinginajoint
confirmation wasgoing to
kill it,"saidSenateMajority
LeaderShane Massey, R­
Edgefield. "Several of us
told themthat beforehand.
They knew it andthey did it
anyway. I thinkthey've
killed the bill."
Simrill,who hasled the

effort topass a roadsbillin
the house sincethe fallof
2014 saidthat shouldn't be
true.He saidthe Houseand
Senateshould agree toa
conference committee to
hashout their differences.
Massey saidthat commit­

tee likely wouldn't reform
DOTenough.
The Housewaited until

after the LegislativeAudit
Councilreleased its report
onDOT.Itfound that 54
percentof thestate's pri­
maryroadsare nowinpoor
condition, comparedto 31
percenteight years ago. The
auditalso found DOTreve­

nuesaren't even keepingup
with inflation.
Gov. NikkiHaley has

takentoFacebook toscold
andthreaten Housemem­
bersthis week.After their
113­6votetoamend the bill
Wednesday, sheposted the
roll call. Inan earlier mes­
sage, shesuggestedthe
Housewas creatingprob­
lemsfor futurework toget
moremoney for roads.
"TheRepublican Houseof

Representatives planstokill
twoyears ofwork and that
asaresult, there willbeno
change intheir roadcondi­
tions anytime soon," Haley
wrote.
Simrill saidthat kind of

rhetoric doesn't respect the
legislative process. He
points outthe Housepassed
a morecomprehensive road
bill that included agas tax
increase nearlyone yearago
and theproposal sat inthe
Senate for 11 months.
The House also removed

a Senateproposal tomove
$400 millioneach year
from thegeneral budget
fund and puttoroads.
"At worst it isunconstitu­

tional, andat bestit is bad
public policy," saidSimrill,
pointing out thestate has
failed tofund similar prom­
ises toeducation and local
governments.
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S.C.transgenderbathroombill draws
more opponentsthan support
Proposal wouldbantransgendermen, womenfrom bathrooms of their
choice
.....................................................................................................................................................

ThreeS.C.mayors,formerstate schoolssuperintendent testifyagainst
proposal
.....................................................................................................................................................

FormerColumbiacity councilmansupportsban
.....................................................................................................................................................

BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

COLUMBIA
Grayson Keck,a13­year­old

transgender male student,goes to
classeson thesecond floor athis
Columbia school.Butwhen he
goes tothe bathroom, heis re­
quiredtouse his schoolnurse's
first­floorrestroom.
"Ispend most of mytimewalk­

ingupand down thestairs and
down thehallway, just toreach the
toilet," Keck toldtwostate sen­
atorsWednesday.
Heckwas justoneof morethan

adozen witnesses who testified
Wednesday inopposition toa
proposal that would bantrans­

gender menand women from
using thebathrooms of their
choice.
"Ido notdeservetohave the

person I am (be) replaced by
someone I don'twant tobe,"Keck
said."Ido notdeserveto beforced
touse arestroom whereIdonot
feelsafe."
Twostate senators ­billspon­

sor Lee Bright,R­Spartanburg, and
billopponent Joel Lourie, D­Rich­
land ­heard fromopponents and
supporters ofthe proposal, which
mimicspart ofaNorthCarolina
law that broughtanational back­
lash.

The billwould ban localgovern­
ments frompassing laws allowing
transgender peopleto usethe
bathrooms or lockerrooms ofthe
gender with whichthey identify.
Bright's proposal facedatough

uphillfight tobecome law, consid­
ered unlikely this year.
If it passes theSenate's full

General Committee,Lourievowed
todoeverything hecan, procedur­
ally, tokill the proposal. And,in
the Senate, asinglemember can
holdupabill, particularlyas the
legislative session windsdown.

SEE TRANSGENDER,9A
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Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley also hassaidthe billis
unnecessary, and thestate's
powerful Chamberof Com­
merce opposes it.
However, ahandful of

supporters testified infavor
of theproposal Wednesday.
"Godonly created two

sexes," saidJohnnyGardn­
er,who oftenprotestsabor­
tion intheState Houselob­
by."He created male and
female."
Former ColumbiaCity

CouncilmanCameron Run­
yan saidBright's proposal is
needed tocounteract local
ordinances that forcepeople
toacceptthe LGBT culture.
Butopponents ofthe pro­

posaloutnumbered its sup­
porters.
ColumbiaMayorSteve

Benjamin,Florence Mayor
StephenWukela andGreen­
woodMayorWelborn
Adams spoke againstthe
proposal.
The proposal wouldhurt

economic development
efforts,Benjamin said.It
also "empowers harassment
and violence."
"In the Cityof Florence,

our bathroomsare just
fine," Wukela said,adding
they don't requirestate
supervision or regulation.
Greenwood's Adams said

he hasheard complaints

about dirty city­maintained
bathrooms but neverheard
a complaint about bathroom
access.
Former stateschools su­

perintendent Inez Tenen­
baum saidthe bill invites
harassment of transgender
people andviolatesfederal
law.
The proposal is personal

tosomeof those who testi­
fied.
Ross Scherer, aretired

Army veteranand fatherof
a9­year­old transgender
girl, saidpassingthe bill
would puthis daughter's
safety injeopardy.
Whenhis daughter

dressed upas aprincessfor

Halloween, Scherersaidhe
joined in­dressing upas a
princess, too, tosupporther.
"With this heinousbill, we

are beingattacked bymisin­
formed peoplewho stand
behind their misguided
beliefs,"Scherer said.
Atonepoint, about 10

audiencemembers stood up
toidentify themselvesas
transgender.
Inintroducing his billlast

week, Brightsaidhewas
concernedabout thesafety
of womenand girlswhile
they areinabathroom.
The Upstate conservative

told those atthe hearing
Wednesday hedoesnot
thinktransgender people are
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pedophiles. Instead, hesaid
heis concernedgrown men
would violate young women
inthe restroom.
ButU.S. Attorney Bill

Nettles testifiedhe could
not findarecord ofany
incident inSouth Carolinain
which atransgender person
hasassaulted another per­
soninarestroom.
Another opponent of the

proposal,Capri Culpepper,
drewmedia attention in
2014,when shewas toldshe
hadto removehermakeup

beforeadriver's license
photocouldbe takenat the
S.C. Department ofMotor
Vehicles.
Culpeppersued, andthe

stateagency sincehas
changed its policy,now
allowingdriver's license
applicantsto bephoto­
graphedthe waythey look
onaregular basis.
Senators willhear more

testimonyon theproposal
Thursday.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,

@cassielcope

''WITHTHISHEINOUSBILL,WEAREBEINGATTACKEDBY
MISINFORMEDPEOPLEWHOSTANDBEHINDTHEIRMISGUIDED
BELIEFS.
Ross Scherer,retired Army veteranandfatherofa9­year­old transgendergirl

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

GraysonKeckandDex Sextontestifiedagainst acontroversialbill that wouldbantransgender
peoplefromchoosingwhich bathroomthey useWednesday duringaSenatesubcommittee.
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SCHousekills
road­repairbill,
according to
Haley,Grooms
.......................................................

Housevotes113­6to
changeSenateplan
.......................................................

Governor,senatorsay
Houseactionkills roads
bill
.......................................................

But proposalnowheads
backtostate Senate
.......................................................

BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley said
Wednesday theS.C.
House haskilled apropos­
al tochangethe structure
of thestate Transportation
Department, givingher
more controlover the
state's roadsagency.
ButHouse members

saidthe road­repair ball
nowis back intheSen­
ate'scourt. Senators either
can agreewith the
House's roads proposal or
let aHouse­Senate panel
work outthe differences
betweenthe twopropos­

als,they added.
The Housevoted 113­6

tosend theroads issue
back tothe Senate.
The House's latestpro­

posalincludes requiring
both theHouse andSen­
ate ­not justthe Senate
­approve thegovernor's
nomineesto thecommis­
sionthat oversees the
Transportation Depart­
ment. Thatcaveat
amounts to"essentially
killingany possibility for a
good roadsbill," Haley
saidinaFacebook post

Wednesday.
ButSpeaker Jay Lucas,

R­Darlington, saidHouse
members couldnotap­
provethe Senate's propos­
al, adding"it fallsshortof
true reform."
"The legislative process

exists sothat the General
Assemblycan work to­

SEEROADS,6A
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gether tomoveSouth
Carolina forward, not
provide opportunities for
political grandstanding,"
Lucas saidinastatement.
However,stateSen.

LarryGrooms,R­Berkeley,
saidhavingthefullGeneral
Assemblyapprovecommis­
sioners­insteadofjust
theSenate­wouldreverse
240yearsofprecedent.

Inastop­gap move,
senators Wednesday ap­
proved permanentlyex­
tending thegovernor's
powerto appointthe
Transportation Depart­
ment's head,incase abill
torestructure the agency
doesnot pass.
"Understanding that the

House tookactionstoday
tokill any typeof restruc­
turing and roadsbill, I

decided weneeded to
moveforward inpreserv­
ingthe positionof secre­
taryof transportation,"
Grooms said.
House leaders pointed

fingersat the Senate,
sayingit had failed.
StateRep.GarySimrill,

R­York,saidtheSenate
shouldhaveadoptedthe
House'sroad­repairpro­
posal,whichincludedres­

tructuringtheroadsagency
andincreasingthestate's
gastaxbytheequivalentof
a10centsagallon.
Butagas taxdiedinthe

Senate.Instead, senators
proposed spendingan
additional $400 million a
year onroadsfrom the
state's $7.5billiongeneral
fund budget.
The S.C. Househas

approved spending

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 04/14/2016

SCHousekills road­repairbill, according to Haley,Grooms
BY CASSIE COPE ccope@thestate.com
34.87 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-04-14_3002.pdf

County: Richland



$415 million onroadre­
pairsthis year inthe bud­
get that begins July 1.
House membersalso

were criticalof theSenate

for passing aroad­repair
proposal beforesenators
saw theresults of aLegis­
lative Audit Council report
onthe Transportation

Department, requestedby
twodozen senators.
"Although a majority of

the Senaterequested this
study, theypassed their

amendmentdays beforeit
was available andcould
not rely onits findingsas
a basisfor their reform
measures," Lucas said.
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Senatebill requiresofficialstoreport whopaysthem
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Electedandappointed

publicofficialsinSouth
Carolinawouldhavetore­
portthesourcesoftheir
privateincome–butnothow
muchtheyarepaid–under
legislationapprovedThurs­
daybytheSenate.
TheSenatepassedthe

measurebyavoteof40­1.In
additiontolegislators,the
billwouldincludestatewide
officers,suchasthegover­
nor,andmembersofpublic
boards,suchasschool
boardsandcityandcounty
councils.
Sen.VincentSheheen

calledit"fake"disclosure.
"Ifthepointofthisisto

disclosetovoterssotheycan
makeintelligentdecisions
basedonyoureconomic
activity,theny'allbereal
aboutit,"saidSheheen,
D­Camden."There'sadif­
ferencebetween$100and
$1million."
Buthisattempttofurther

amendthebilltorequire
officeholderstoreporthow
muchtheymakefailedona

voicevote.
JudiciaryChairmanLarry

Martincounteredthatre­
quiringpeopletospecifyan
amountwouldstopmany
whoworkforprivatebusi­
nessesfromseekingpublic
office.
Martinsaidemployerswill

say,"Yougooutandtell
employeeshowmuchIpay
youandyouwon'tworkfor
meanymore."
"Wedon'twanttodis­

couragefolksfromservingin
publicoffice,"saidMartin,
R­Pickens."Ifsomebodyhas
ajobthatgivesrisetocon­
flict,trustme,itwillbe
known.That'swhyyouwant
thattypeofinformationout
there."
Another,perfunctoryvote

isneededtoreturnthe
amendedbilltotheHouse,
whichapprovedit110­0last
year.
Ifthebillbecomeslaw,

privateincomesources
wouldshowupintheannual
"statementofeconomic
interest"eachofficeholder
mustfilebyMarch30every

year.Thestatementscur­
rentlyrequiredisclosureon
publicincomesources,such
aslegislativepay.
Thevotecomesaweek

afterGov.NikkiHaleypub­
liclyaccusedherlong­time
ally,GOPLt.Gov.Henry
McMaster,ofhelpingto"kill
incomedisclosures."Asthe
Senate'spresidingofficer,he
ruledthedisclosureissue,
underSenaterules,couldn't
beattachedtoanotherbill
onethicsinvestigations.
"Peopledeservetoknow

whopaystheirelectedoffi­
cials,"Haleypostedonso­

cialmedia,alongwitha
photoofMcMasterandthe
Democraticsenatorwho
challengedtheamendment.
"Thereisnogoodexcusefor
whathappenedtoday–and
howincrediblysadweare
forourstate."
Senatorsofbothparties

havedefendedMcMaster's
rulingasproper.
Martinsaidlastweekthe

issuewasn'tdead.
DebatecontinuesThurs­

dayintheSenateonthe

separatebillregardingwho
shouldinvestigateethics
complaintsinvolvinglegisla­
tors.Manysenatorsdon't
liketheversionthatpassed
theHouselastyear.
Currently,Houseand

Senateethicscommittees
overseecampaignfilingsand
ethicscomplaintsagainst
theirownmembers,while
theStateEthicsCommis­
sionshasoversightofall
otherofficeholders.
Effortstochangethathave

failedrepeatedly,despite
legislatorsofbothchambers
andpartiessayingsince2012
thatethicsreformisamong
theirtoppriorities.
Thepushforethicsreform

wasrenewedthatyearafter
Haleysuccessfullydefended
herselfagainstallegations
thatsheillegallylobbiedfor
employerswhileshewasa
Housememberandfailedto
reportincomesources.Ha­
leyagreedwithlegislators
thatthelawsaretoovague,
andhassincepushedfor
strengtheningandclarifying
them.
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SCTRANSGENDERBATHROOMLEGISLATION

Billdrawsmore
opponentsthansupport
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
Grayson Keck,a13­year­old

transgender male student,goes
toclasseson thesecond floor at
his Columbiaschool.But when
hegoes tothe bathroom, heis
requiredtouse his schoolnurs­
e's first­floor restroom.
"Ispend most of mytime

walking up anddown thestairs
anddown the hallway, justto

reach the toilet,"Keck told two
statesenators Wednesday.
Heckwas justoneof more

thanadozen witnesseswho
testified Wednesdayin opposi­
tion toaproposal that would
ban transgender menand wo­
men fromusing thebathrooms
of their choice.

"Ido notdeserve to have the
person I am (be) replaced by
someone I don'twant tobe,"
Keck said."Ido notdeserve to
beforced touse arestroom
where Ido notfeel safe."
Twostate senators ­bill

sponsorLee Bright, R­Spartan­
burg,and billopponent Joel
Lourie, D­Richland ­heard

SEETRANSGENDER,5A

ONLINE

thestate.com: Video andmorephotos
fromWednesday's State House hearing
andrally

TRANSGENDER
FROMPAGE1A
fromopponentsand sup­
porters ofthe proposal,
which mimicspartof a
NorthCarolina lawthat
broughtanational back­
lash.
The billwould ban local

governments frompassing
laws allowingtransgender
peopleto usethe bath­
rooms or lockerrooms of
the genderwith which
they identify.
Bright's proposal faced

atough uphillfight to
becomelaw, considered
unlikelythis year.
If it passes theSenate's

full GeneralCommittee,
Lourie vowedtodoevery­
thinghe can, procedur­
ally,tokill theproposal.
And,inthe Senate, asin­
gle membercanhold upa
bill, particularlyas the
legislativesession winds
down.
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley also hassaid the
billis unnecessary,and
the state'spowerful

Chamber of Commerce
opposes it.
However, ahandful of

supporters testified in
favor ofthe proposal
Wednesday.
"Godonly created two

sexes,"said Johnny
Gardner, whooften pro­
tests abortioninthe State
House lobby."Hecreated
male and female."
Former Columbia City

Councilman Cameron
Runyan said Bright'spro­
posalis needed tocounte­
ract localordinances that
forcepeople toacceptthe
LGBT culture.
But opponentsofthe

proposal outnumbered its
supporters.
Columbia MayorSteve

Benjamin, Florence May­
or Stephen Wukelaand
Greenwood MayorWel­
born Adams spokeagainst
the proposal.
The proposal would

hurteconomic devel­
opment efforts,Benjamin
said. It also"empowers
harassment and vio­
lence."

"In the Cityof Florence,
our bathroomsare just
fine,"Wukela said,add­
ing theydon't require
state supervisionor reg­
ulation.
Greenwood's Adams

said he hasheard com­
plaints aboutdirty city­
maintained bathrooms
but never heard a com­
plaint aboutbathroom
access.
Formerstate schools

superintendentInezTe­
nenbaum said thebill
invitesharassment of
transgenderpeople and
violatesfederal law.
The proposal ispersonal

tosomeof thosewho
testified.
RossScherer, aretired

Armyveteran andfather
ofa9­year­old trans­
gender girl,said passing
thebill wouldput his
daughter'ssafety injeop­
ardy.
Whenhis daughter

dressed upasaprincess
for Halloween, Scherer
said hejoined in ­dress­
ingupas aprincess, too,

tosupporther.
"With this heinousbill,

weare being attacked by
misinformedpeoplewho
stand behind their mis­
guided beliefs,"Scherer
said.
Atonepoint, about10

audiencemembers stood
uptoidentify themselves
astransgender.
Inintroducing his bill

last week, Brightsaidhe
wasconcerned aboutthe
safety ofwomen andgirls
whilethey areinabath­
room.
The Upstateconserva­

tive toldthose at the hear­
ingWednesday hedoes
notthink transgender
peopleare pedophiles.
Instead,he said heis
concernedgrown men
wouldviolateyoung wo­
menin the restroom.
ButU.S. AttorneyBill

Nettlestestified hecould
notfind arecordof any
incident in SouthCarolina
in which atransgender
person hasassaulted an­
otherperson inarest­
room.
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Another opponentof
theproposal, CapriCul­
pepper,drewmedia atten­
tionin 2014, whenshe
wastold shehad tore­
move hermakeup before
adriver's license photo
could betakenat the S.C.
Department ofMotor
Vehicles.
Culpeppersued, and the

stateagency sincehas
changed itspolicy,now
allowingdriver's license
applicantsto bephoto­
graphedthe waythey look
onaregular basis.
Senators willhear more

testimonyon theproposal
Thursday.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope

The S.C. Senatepassed
a proposal Wednesdayto
require elected officials
and candidatesto dis­
close wherethey get their
money.
"Disclosingsourcesof

private incomeis asignif­
icant firststep forthe
Senate inenactingethics
reform," saidSenate
Judiciary Committee

chairmanLarryMartin,
R­Pickens. "Itwill pro­
videthe publicwith im­
portant information about
who payspublicofficials,
making potentialconflicts
more transparent."
SenateMajority Leader

Shane Massey, R­Edge­
field, saidS.C. citizens
deservetoknow whois
paying their elected offi­
cials.
The Leagueof Women

Voters,which hasad­
vocated for ethicsreform,
was delighted theSenate
approvedthe proposal,

saidLynnTeague ofthe
group.
"This isaveryimpor­

tant component ofethics
reform thatwillhelp
citizens toevaluate for
themselves whetheroffi­
cialshaveconflicts of
interestthatmight influ­
ence them,"Teaguesaid,
urging senators nowto
approve aproposalthat
allows independent in­
vestigationsof ethics
complaintsagainst legis­
lators.
Martin andMasseysaid

thatwill bethe nextstep.

SenateOKs
requiring
elected
officials to
reveal who
pays them
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

GraysonKeckhugsDexSexton afterthey testifiedduringaSenatesubcommittee to considerthecontroversialbillthat wouldban
transgenderpeople fromchoosingthe bathroomtheyuse.Theywere againstthe bill.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

TheTransStudentAllianceat USC heldarally andnewsconferenceat theStateHousetoprotest theS.1203bill that
wouldbantransgenderpeoplefromchoosingthe bathroomthey use.

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

SenatorsLee BrightandJoelLourie listentotestimony
duringaSenatesubcommittee hearingaboutthebill.

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 04/14/2016

Billdrawsmore opponentsthansupport
BY CASSIE COPE ccope@thestate.com
147.87 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 4

67012-04-14_1003.pdf

County: Richland



Pick the losers
To the edidor,
Applause from the audi­

ence.
"Welcome to the 'Loser's

Round' of "So You Think You
Have a Deal," brought to you
by the American Petroleum
Institute whose goal is to sup­
ply the United States with
the best politicians money
can buy. I'm your host Bob
Blowhard.
"You remember that last

week we brought back Sen.
Tim Scott whose valiant ef­
fort to have the 50­mile off­
shore oil drilling restriction
removed so oil rigs would be
visible as close as three miles
was rebuffed when President
Obama pulled drilling leases
in the Atlantic off the table.
That qualified him as a big
loser. Who do we have this
week, Don?"
Don: "Gov. Nikki Haley,

come on down!"
Bob: "Gov. Haley, this time
you get to choose between
door number one labeled
'Pick the Winner,' door num­
ber two labeled 'The People'
or door number three labeled
'Surprise.' Which do you
choose first?"
Gov. Haley: "Well, Bob, I'm

usually pretty good at pick­
ing winners, so I'll take door
number one."
Bob: "Sorry, governor, but

you (and Tim Scott) decided
to back Marco Rubio in this
year's presidential race. His
lackluster performance in
the debates and his loss in
even his home state's primary
knocked him out of the con­
test early. Care to try another

door?"
Gov. Haley: "I am the gov­

ernor of the people of South
Carolina, so I'll take door
number two."
Bob: "Sorry, again, gover­

nor, but you pursued offshore
oil drilling in the Atlantic in
spite of the fact that every
coastal community in your
state opposed it and that over
one million people wrote to
the Federal Government op­
posing it. When President
Obama withdrew leasing of
oil rights in the Atlantic the
best you could come up with
was, 'Golly, he sure pulled the
rug out from under me!' It is
clear that you do not repre­
sent 'The People' so you lose
on this one."
Bob: "Since this is the
'Loser's Round' we can't let
you go home empty­handed.
You get what is behind the
surprise door number three.
You have won an all­expense
paid trip to California by way
of Florida, courtesy of oil and
gas tycoons 'The Koch Broth­
ers,' so you can take part in
an intense training seminar
on 'How to Succeed in Politics
by Representing only the Fat
Cats' with the hope that they
will get more for their money
next time. Don, who is our
next loser?"
Don: "Now we have Gulf of

Mexico sport fishermen, Af­
rican big­game zebra hunter,
and all­around macho man,
S.C. Rep. Stephen Goldfinch.
come on down!"
Applause from the audi­

ence.
Ed Yaw
Pawleys Island
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