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Date:  9/1/2016 12:38:53 PM
Subject:  Tropical Storm Hermine: Op Con Level Increases

South Carolina
Emergency Management Division

Office of the Adjutant General
2779 Fish Hatchery Road, West Columbia. S.C. 29172

Tropical Storm Hermine

NEWS RELEASE #2

Immediate Release
Contact: Joe Farmer or Derrec Becker
Phone: 803-737-8500 | Social: @SCEMD

State Emergency Management Elevates State Operating Condition Level

COLUMBIA, S.C. (September 1, 2016) — Due to the potential for windy conditions and heavy rain along the
South Carolina coast, the South Carolina Emergency Management Division today increased its operating condition to
Level 4. The Division is encouraging people in South Carolina to monitor the situation, make plans and take
precautions.

The operating condition was increased to Level 4 in response to Tropical Storm Hermine’s approach. Operational
Condition Level 4 is the second lowest of five levels, and denotes an elevated level of awareness, which includes
reviewing plans and procedures. The State Emergency Operations Center will be staffed by select state agency
personnel beginning tomorrow morning to be in position to assist local authorities with state assets should the need
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arise.

“We are learning forward and following this storm, and we encourage people in South Carolina to do the same,” said
Kim Stenson, director of SCEMD. “Personal preparedness, personal plans, and awareness are very important in a
situation such as this.”

National Weather Service reports indicate that Tropical Storm Hermine could affect South Carolina. The Division is
asking residents also to monitor the storm and to plan ahead, prepare early, and never underestimate the dangers of
flood waters.

Never drive or walk through flood waters. Remember that flooding can disrupt electricity and the drinking water
supply. Flood waters can also carry hazardous materials that can endanger health, either upon contact with the water
itself or with the soggy debris left after the flood.

The South Carolina Emergency Management Division will continue to monitor the storm 24-hours-a-day.
Residents are encouraged to monitor local media for further developments with the storm.

-END-
The official 2016 S.C. Hurricane Guide is available at all South Carolina Welcome Centers, at Walgreen's stores
statewide and for download via SCEMD’s website at scemd.org. Follow the Division's social feeds for @SCEMD
content posted in your newsfeeds: facebook.com/SCEMD, twitter.com/SCEMD and others.

Joe Farmer, SCCEM

External Affairs Chief / Public Information Director
South Carolina Emergency Management Division
2779 Fish Hatchery Road

West Columbia, SC 29172

Office: (803) 737-8569

Cell: (803) 360-6425

Email: jrfarmer@emd.sc.gov

Amateur radio: KK4DIF
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