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MEMORIAL DAY 2016

Spirit 03’s last flight

The Body of Capt. Dixon Walters Fr. is bured in Section 60 8 Ardington Mational Cemetery. Below: Dixon with his daughter Josshe
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25 years ago, USC grad gave his life in Desert Storm

Y JENT WELKENSOK
oA @ rhayrare som

im Walters, an Emglish teacher at

Cheaawhatches High Schoal in

Fort Walton Beach, Fla, was

preparing far her school day i
February 1991 when she was summoned
aver the scheal's public address system to
the principal’s office.

Her heart drapped.

Her hadhand, Capt. Dixon Walters fr.,
s serving on @n AC-120H Spectre gun-
shipin Saudi Arabia during the Persian
Gulf Waor, An AC-130 is a converted Air
Faree transport plane armed 1o the teeth

oy give close oir support to troops fighting
om the L

U1 e, said Kim,

She was mel by an Air Forcee officer and
a minister in the office and given the bad
recws that Dixon hed been killed, Dixon,
who altended high schood in Barmwell,
died along with 12 athers crew members
of the Spinit 03 sirceaft during the battle
fo the Sawdi Arabiam wwn of Khafji, jast
zouth of the Kawaili border, 18 was the
opening battle of Operation Desert Stonme

1 didn" take it very well,” she said.

Mare than a hall million Amercan ser-
vicemen and -womcen ook part in opee-

SEE WALTERE, 64
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| GREW UP
WITH HIM AS
ONE OF MY
HEROES AND
WAS VERY
PROUD TO BE
HIS DAUGHTER.
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MEMORIAL DAY

MBERING THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR ALL
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vl Rickk McKdmaan, Luthorsn Bospace viluntids snd Navy wlorsn,

prosent a cartificat to SSyearald Bill Woed during a coremany in which Lutheran Hospioe Caso horared witerars a1 Rolling Groon
village. The veterars recolved a certificato of appredation and an American flag pin

Pinning ceremony, certificate a way to say thank you

ANGELIA DAVIS
CVELAL AL ENVILLIOHUNECOM

Fenneth Platte, %6, remembers a
lot of things sbout his military ser-
vice during Wordd Waor 11,

He remembsers kis lme a5 @noair
plane mechanic and a chaplain, He
remetnbers training homing plgeons
&s couriers and driving military offi-
cers all over France to visit grave-
sEles,

vt theng thal he docsn't recall 15
ever receiving special recognition
for his service after the war ended
amd his timc in the military was com-
plete in 1045,

Thaxt chunged last week when he
wits proseniod a personalioed certifs
fcate of appreciation and a USA pin
during a recognition ceremony by
Lutheran Hospeoe Care.

“It"s the first time I've been hon-
oredd,” Platte said as he sat in his

wheclchair insdde an aclivily room at

See VETERANS, Page 2A

Konnwth Flatte recetves an Amercan flag pin from Lutheran Hosploe Cane during a
ceremany at Rolling Green Yillege. He also recehved a certificate of appredation.

“It's the first time I've been honored. I appreciate it

KEMMETH PLATTE, aspriant macsasd an0 CHAPLAN DLEFG WORLD WAL T
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Eastside
housing

a growing
concern

Development neighbors

question traffic, schools
MICHAEL BURNS

MOR_SMLEG REENVIL LN DS, DO

Orange notices about a proposed
subdivision are posted beside n small
postuare on Brushy Creck Read a
hlack north Erom its intersectom with
Tay bors Bosl and the Eastside YMOA.

The small signs have become a
comeon gight in the ares — undevel-
oped property, less so.

A small painted median dissipates
hetween the Two lanes of the roed just
nirth of there before the speed limin
reaches 40 miles-per-hour approach-
ing a bridge over the Enorec River,
near the site of more propased hous-
ing develepments,

Sovieral are in final phases of ons
siruclion &% others are just beginning
e ihe ncreasingly  crowded arch
from Eastside High Schoal in Taylors
to Riverside High School in Greer,

Mear Enstside, in the first few
manths of this vear, alone, Greenville
Caunty officials have approved plans
for 156 now homes in four develop-
ments Trom Brushy Creck Road at
Taylors Road to Strange Road, Owens
Feead and Mitehell Road,

Meir Biverside, sinte the econom-
i pebousd of 2002, reaching out, [roem
Suber and Hammert Bridge roads,
alone, plans for more than 1000 new
homes have boen approved by the
Greer Flanning Commissien.

This partion af enstern Greenville
Counly i% expericncing  quite the
o sing -developament surge.

“It scems to be where everybody
wants to live,” said Greer Planning
Commission member Brian Martin,
wha represents the district surrouncd-
ing Riverside.

The growih has caused concerns
ahout congested traffic, imcreased
danger on arca roads amd peteniial
over-grawing at local schools,

Housing development booms

“This place is booming,” said Joe
Seota, who lives by his Scota Karate
Academy on Brushy Creck Road west
of Eastside High, “It's unbeliovable
hovw much teaffic is here right now.”

Mlore than a dozen local resdients
raised concerns with two proposcd
developments that the Greer Plan-
ning Commission was set o consider
lnst week, though a representative of
thi: projects reguested their applica-
teans for annexation into the cty of
Greer amd for mualti-family residen-
tkal zoning be tabled until a traffic
study could becompleted,

Those projects on land owned by
Grrace Christion Church aind by Irene
Ponder oould bring more than 150
twnhouses o Brushy Creck Road
soauth of [s intersection with Alexan-
der Road. The property owners. could
n be immediately renched for com-
mant.

The growth's effect on local resi
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MEMORIAL DAY
Events across the U.S. aa

Group races to return
World War | Purple Hearts s
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Standing water frem Tropkal Steem Bonnle surrounds this schosl bus parked on the shoulder of S0, 720 in Okatle near Eeaufort Jasper
Hampiten Comprehensive Health Servdces on Sunday, The bus was patked there to advertise openings for bus drivers at the Beaufort County

Schood District.

TROPICAL STORM

Bonnie brings

minor

trapical starm to tropical
deprossion

Made landiall around 830 a.m.
Lunday near Charleston

flaaded, cauting large traffic
jam

BY LUCAE MM
Ieighgidandpacket.com

Drespite the siewdy rain at-
urfay night into Sundoy, Reau-
fort County was spared the
brunt af Tropical Sarm Bonnie.

The second named storm of
the year was downgraded 1o a
tropical depression Sunday
maoming jusl before making
landtoll near Chorleston, ac-
conding te 20 an update From
metearalogists at the National
Humicane Center in Miami.

flooding

S AT fosngivon =3 thas cors

“Wie just came yestenday Tor Memaorial Day weekend, but ivs raining
and raining” sakd Taliya lsmat, visting from Virginia, as she scanned
the hostzon in search of any san of sunshine a5 2 kght rain fell on

Hiltan Head's Caligny Beach.

All ropdeal storm wamings
far the arca were called off
Sunday morming.

Winds eeached 40 mph Sar-
urday evening, but had dropped
below 35 mph by Sunday morn-

img, acconding 1o LS, Alr Foroe
dlata reported to the hurricane
center,
Despite the weakening storm,
there were still Local impacts.
Bluffton Towmship Fire Dis-

trict crews responded carly
Suniday moming io a downed
tree hlocking the roadwin on
May River Road near Rose Dhu
Drrive.

*Amytimne we get 3 lange
armiant of rain, the rees get
salurated and fall over, cspecial-
Iy if there is sustained wind
trvolved,"” fise district spoloes-
rram Capl, Haruly Huster sad,
H1E you do see o downed tree, be
careful hecause you never know
if it has fallen inte 2 power
line,"”

Severnl roads oround Ridge-
land, inclisding o portion of 195
acar mile marker 22, were
closed late Sunday maming
“dye e water covering the read-
way," Lanee Cpl. Mat Southem
of the 3.5, Highway Patrol said,

The Mooding caused 2 mojor
traffic jam in the soathbound
lane of 1-95, but d3d mot result in
any wocilents or injuries, he
said.

A detowr was sctup atoxit 28,
taking drivers off [-95 rowand
Nuna Rock Road, then onto LS
X8, aned ultimately back to cthe
interatate,

As of late Sunday afternoon, it
was unclear when the south:
bovied Bame a1 mile marker 22
wauld PG,

W are at the mercy of
mother napune," Southem sakd.

Hunter warned motorists 1o
aviaid Mooded roadways, oven if
thee water laks shollow enoogh
b drive through.

SEE BONHNIE, 94
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OIL FOUND IN
BEAUFORT RIVER

Heating fuel ol from a
spill May 23 at Beawfort
Memearial Hospital is be-
tieved 1o have leaked into
Beaufort River. 94

LoCAL

BOOKMOBILE
MIGHT RETURN

Beaufort County library
officials are making plans
to revive the Bookmaobile,
which eould carry 2,500
bsokes. 3A

SPORTS

ROSSI WINS
100TH INDY 500

Alexander Rossi wias the






HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY

Honoring all those for their sacrifice

Atken Standarn

YOUR LOCAL NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1867

MONDAY, May 30, 2016

ATKENSTANDARDCOM

Wal 150, Mo 151 Aiken, 5.C. % % 750

Volunteers prepare Atken
High gprads for jobs

Local Mews, 24

Meock interviews help
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WWII veteran flies again
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Jim Bannde, 3 World War Il vetaran wha served with the Flying Tigers 25 an slrcraftmedhanic, logs some airtime (2t age 54 naar the Georgla
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94-year-old helps gu
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ary bank Allthe puys et T ono that
hewe died, gt killked, or whogver, thay
2l come hack, ™ 5md Benmie, who lives
inModoc, i Edgeficld Counly, ner the
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Amendments face gun reciprocity bill
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REMEMBER THE COST

“You truly never feel the heartbreak, the
waiting — like the blue star mothers or the
gold star mothers - you just never know
until you're just in that boat."

FHGTS B REEL GREATY | el
TOP: Mare than 4,000 fags were saf wp at the graves of voberans in the Lakelands this year
for Memorial Day. ABOVE; Four members. of the Greemaood High Schools JROTG team, from
left, Gabbey Rogers, Bewin Moon, J.J. Lubarg and Jenna Johnson presented the codors Sunday
aftesroon at the Greemwood County Veterans Cenber for a Memnerial Day ceremony. BELOW:=A
weteran of the United States Moy <afises whie the Mational Anthern is sung by Sandra Johnson
il the Gresrrweod County Veterars Cenber Sunday afterneon bor 3 Memonal Day cenemorny,

— CaReY Botr

on losing a loved one in service

Memorial Day ceremony honors veterans

By ARIEL GILREATH
ik palhiBindarjomna com

eebeers Al volunteers with

the Groeivwoid Caumly

Wetorant Center homored

weberans &l those atill seev-
i b i fosoes Sunsday aficrnoon witha
Memaorial Day corensony.

Mo than 7000 Anserican flags ane sel
g the graves of veterans i the Lakelands
every vear by volunteers in collaboration
with the Greemwood County Veterans Cen-
12

This year, ondy about - 300 flags were put
et fioer Mensoriad Dhay becawie ol 3 decresss
im vk,

Carey Bolt. veterans affairs officer, sabd
enany pecple have forgotten what Memao-
il Dy 1 bt Bpause Shay <kl soc Che
simifloes veterans and ammed foroes officers
enake,

*Thercs ot gresd =irife in this country”
Fofs satd. “We have problems, but not like
the sest of the wor ki has”

Becwase of this, Boll sakd many people for-
get about those wheo protect the country

“Feople really, truly dont understamd
unbiss pour've had some skis in |hlig:nm
— whither it be 2 b, ther, Bristher.
siater] Boh sabd. “You truly never feed the
bicanbrcak. the wallting — like the blecstar
muothers or the gold star mothers — you just
never kv anl vour're just in (fat boge”

Bt gahl i sy 1 fanged what the holi-
iy stands for unless you've experience the
heartache lromm lodleg o kved s In dervice,

“Those people have 1o wake up with that
every day! Hoh sasd.

St Fiest Clans Ret, Fanscs Richasduon bd
the annual Memostal Day ceremony this
e 2 the velerams ceter,

"W ust wanl Lo pay a spedial tribale. a
zalute, o 21l of those wareors, sebdicrs, sail.
TS, P 1L, magine., thay -.ﬂc.-ddctirmﬂm;
this country” Richandeon said.

Sens, Mike Garbaell and Flovwd Nich-
wlon, Rep. Anne Parks arsd Greomaosod
Counly Councilnuan Chuck Moales were
al the ceeemosy whene Theo Lang, wha i
manning lor county council was the guest
speaker,

See HONORS, page 44

B YEARS OF SERVICE
Local centenarian

takes a look back

By KATIE PEARSON
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By DAMIAN DOMINGUEZ
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Flery oranges. sanguinc garmcls
asll verdast procns palnt the canvas
of Uiptmwn {reemocsd, bz the anlsts
responsible work enoee ia dir than in
paint

Ann Barklov, &b, bs the <ity's hor-
tsculturall crew chied, and heads the

CLOSER
| LOOK

AMN BARELOW
Hoeticultural Crevw Chinf

Topiaries a year-long project, with hundreds of hands involved

tcam of sin revpomedble for caring for
the ropiaries that decarabe Uptown
during the samancrs. The crow’ speneds
alb dae semding 1o the toparics, eavue-
ing they're trimmeed, well:watered and

therse on he
ship. w0 the
CONVOY WS
aurprl*rd
wherm ome of

Tt of flan”

The Greesmosad Arca Chamber of
Commierce started the lopiaries proj.

odd nine yrars ggo alier training with
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inger, foreeasters sin Day weekend, Up to & inches of rain have  were closed too because of high
Driver dies The HMational Hurricane fallen in parts of southern water.
fter ct } The Associated Pross Center said the conter of the SouthCarcling, according tothe  Theheavy rain could continue
storm made landfall just east of MNational Weather Service. for a few days. The Huericane
COLUMELA — South Caraling, CHARLESTON — Tropi- Charleston, onthe Isteof Patims A flash flood warning was  Center said Bonnie's cenber will
troopers say a driver speeding cal Depression Bonnie reached  around 8:30 a.m. issued for Jagper County, where  meander up the eoast through
away from an officer who wis the South Carolina coast early  Bytheaftemoon, ithadstalled  the southbound lanes of busy  Tuesday, bringing the heavy
{ryirg b pull the car tver has gieg | Sunday before stalling just  just northwest of Charleston, Interstate 95 were closed for at
ina fiery crash. inland, bringing heavv raliand  with heavy rains wrapping least 10 hours because of high SEE BOKNIE, A

The Highway Patrol sald a
Forost Acres office attempted a

traffic stop Sunday moming. D
Trosopirs Siy thie driver spod MEMORIAL DAY
off. then kst oonlmlg: the Missan GAMEAIGN. 2016
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i bieckonst) to turn
_&»rcst Acres Police have nnl.
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Sheriff: Yearlong margins
argument ends in slaying
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convicted several times of crimi-
nal domestic viclenoa has shot
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nesws releass that depitics chook: Trump calls his presidential
ing on a.cal about gunshots ata campaign 4 mass movemant,
camden motel around 4230 2.m. b i Bt he must show he con conx
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: =4 = eaning whites — a majority
wangmmmrm;“ﬂ of them men = to secure
a gunshat to the face. o the Republican nomination.
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i attm:nuy The sheriff says Mck- By Chris Lavender came to honor them. [ Clinton.
eever has a criminal record going ehris.lavenderashj. ooen felt it was my duty.” His ability 1o seize on mar-
beack to 1984, inchuding Several During the e er- ginal shifts in the electorate
assault changes. : arVietnam etneny, Ed [-Ii:lll with may determine whether he
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The Voice of the Pee Det

“Mics off. Battle on.

Florence Area Literacy Council to host lip-sync battle for this year’s ‘Novel Event’

B‘FBEHNME':HMIHGEH
Aty Hews

FLOREMNCE Lo lestants
In the Florence Area Liseracy
Coupcils June 9 “Movel Bwnt”

Gov. Haley
coming to
Florence
to formally
endorse
Skipper

e repeats

FLORENCE — 5.0, Gov Nikki
Haley will maoke ler endorse-
ment of  Bicharnd !'3-L'ip|u~r offi-
cial during a Wodnesday visit in
Florence:

Skipper is bidding for the Dis-
trict B seat in the 5.0, Senate in o
Republican primary-election chal-
lenge to 36-year Incumbent Hogh
K. Leatherman Sr, the presiden
pre berypsare of the Senate.

Haley will appear at noon at
Whelly Smokin, a dewntown res-
Lavrant at 150 5. Dargan 51,

“Homenee desorves new leades
ship that fixes our roads and deflvers
Lk relied, instead of funding legisla-
Live pary raises aned pet projects, ol
that’s the kind of leadership they'll
get wilh conservative businessman
Richarel .‘iki|:||1|,'ri|tll1|,~ Senate,” Hal-

Tuindraiser will Banthe it our in a
lip syncimg competiton, a ka LL
Col | amd Chrissy Teigen's “Lip
Syne Baatle” television show on
spike,

Though  the
hos boen around for years, this

yian

revamped.

“Novel

Event”

it has

Tsters conmpalenely’

“Weve dome the evem the
L 1I.'i|':' I'nr o '.'l.‘ﬂ_'!.' |l:||1j:" limie
oo W juest fiele ik e was time o
make a change, just to do some-
II|i|:|jg different,”

sail Christing

Latwson, executive direcior of tle
Florenoe Arca Liveracy Council.
She opproached variows com-
|:|'||||||ilg.I eembers wille o
hesiation.
“Ome of our biggest fears was,
will we b alale to gl ;tl'q,'l,:-cln:l_'\_.'uj

do 1this?™ Lawson sadd. " Wo're
asking them 1o go on stage and
alnvost  purpasely  embarrass
themsell”

Bur lawson said she was

S0 NOVEL, Page 30

Multiple roles

[ —

Chift Jones (from left), Kevin Carter and Larry Falck perform during a refearsal of “Moaty Python's Spamalot™ im April 2015 nlll‘lel"lm'lnm
Litthe Theatre, “Monty Python's Spamalot™ was Jones™ first production,

ClLHf Jones wins Debut Award for work at Florence Little Theatre

sparing with the prduction of

oy said i a news elese,

Skippersaid he is hononed 10 have

Hlaley's support,

“With Gov. Halev’s cwdorsemncm
' confident hat

anel visit here ...

FLORENCE — CHIE Jones
has made an impact during

“Monty Pyilvors Spamalel.”
Being a huge Monty Python
fam; fones: becamee: Interesied
afller saseing promations for
the show. He asked a friend
from Flomewoe Little Theatne

Tha first Jrt of mulitions
consisted of panicipants sing.
fng as a group. followed by
solo singing ouditions, lones
was a livtke nesvous bul ssid
overall thar part went fine

we'll 1ake a great sirlde In contino-
ills t boild e kind of suooess-
Tl cammpaign s going w ke o
win againsi such an entrenched
politician  like Hugh  Leather-
eEn,” ’.s'ki|1p|.':r saiel in the news
release.

Dean Fowler, who ks retldng as
the  Florenoe f:l,lﬂllll}' EreasUneT,
aln s muming for the [rsirict 31
S¢al.

The event is open 1o the public,

IFYOU GO m

0 WHD: 5.0 Gow.
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hils first year at Florence Ligtle
Theeatre, and he has |m|-:|f. He
won te organizations el
Award,

fones' invalvement in Flor-
ance Litthe Thestre Bepan Las

about tlee |su1'||:||u_'|iu||.:|'|n:| the
friemed prevsisadied fones o a.
ditlon, Since fones had never
been in a big show, he didnit
rL‘iI|.|:|' kravay slicl B dngpeic].

Theen came the dancing.
“Have VOU BVEr seen

“The Jork' with Steve Mar.

1t s probably the most

Seo MONES, Pape 34

Tealuens o good news 5
perian, place or Hogan
Pae Dee. H iyt have a v.gges.mr I-:.
someane of some lhing bo profie,
e il ba newsilSonmacom

Biggest Loser’s True Grit winner getb Belk spree, goods

B‘rJIIPtFtI'
i Bs
pereptikreronnew.com

wiw clothes, (hanpks 1o LI

sorship by Belk of Flosen ce fsr
theaward, which comeswitha B8
LI shoppdng spree a2 51040

Biggpest Laser
conbestant

Blarcy Emanuelli
ehiths out
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