




3

two new ones. I'm concerned that the local people, the engineering firms, the

auditing firms, the professional people in Anderson County are not given an

opportunity to bid on different projects, different survey projects. I think there

ought to be an explanation. I was talking with an engineer this morning with an

engineer whose company has been in business here for almost 50 years, and I

asked him did he get to do any business for the County and his answer was no that

all of the engineering mostly came from out of the County. I didn't know that. I'm

learning. It is my understanding, according to, and Council can answer this but not

on my time, concerning Home Rule, it is my understanding that there is an

ordinance, that states that the Administrator shall furnish to the Council a

monthly report of expenditures by department. I understand that is not being
done. First of all is there a law to that effect, if there is, is it being done or is not

being done. That's one

question...

Mr. Martin: One minute please.

Mr. Gerrard: Okay, the most disturbing thing- I went home with the idea that

this idea that this Council is not the fiscal responsibility. I realize that's a pretty
serious charge but you had an opportunity last week. If I polled you individually
and asked you were you for fiscal responsibility I believe most of you would say you
were, but yet you missed a good opportunity last week to tell the people of your
district that you're for fiscal responsibility when you did not even second a motion

on the floor to put a cap on how much money that can be moved out of one

department in to another. That would not be a limit for our Administrator but it

would be something that he would have to account to you for personally if the

amount was over $ 7,500. I thank you for your time-I wish I had about 35 minutes

I think I could do a better job.

Mr. Martin: Dan Harvell.

Mr. Dan Harvell: Mr. Chairman, Honorable members of council, Mr. Preston, Mr.

Martin as a citizen I come before you tonight to request your approval of a

proposed $ 7,500 cap on interdepartmental transfers. I'm amazed that such an

amount would cause you such difficulty as a Councilor as an Administration, which

seeks to provide the citizens of this county, a government that is preceived as

wholly accountable to taxpayers which fund its existence, Are we not speaking out

of both sides of our mouths when demand ultimate accountability of the EMS
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outstanding indebtedness for Anderson County maturing during such fiscal year, to

adopt the operating and capital budgets of Anderson County for fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2001 and ending June 30, 2002 and to make appropriations for
such Anderson County budgets for Tri-County Technical College, to provide for the

levy of taxes on all personal and real properties in Anderson County on which school
taxes may be levied for such Tri- County Technical College purposes, to provide for
the levy assessment and collection of certain other taxes and fees and to provide
for the expenditure of said taxes and other revenues coming to the county during
said fiscal year and to provide for other matters relating to Anderson County. Mr.
Chairman and Members of Council, this budget has received to prior readings by
County Council and a public hearing was held on this during second reading. It has
been advertised for third reading during this specially called meeting of County
Council to comply with state law and it is appropriate for your consideration on

third reading. I think Council has previously discussed the fact that the budget
does include a levy for County EMS purposes that was discussed during the last

meeting and of course that is the content of the Ordinance. It contains the

operating budgets including specifically the budget for EMS the additional EMS
revenue needed to operate during this fiscal year. It is appropriate for your
consideration on third reading.

Chairman Wright: Thank you, Mr. Martin. At this time I would entertain a motion
that we adopt ordinance # 2001- 016.

Mr. Tolly: Mr. Chairman, I moved that we adopt on third reading
Ordinance # 2001- 016.

Mr. Holden: I'll second that.

Chairman:

comments?

We have a motion and a second. Is there any discussion or

Ms. Wilson: May I put on the floor for discussion some of the things that
we discussed previously about a ceiling cap. Have all of you received the enclosures
and had time to review them?

Chairman: Yes.

5



















14

in the material that I reviewed. From this information it would appear that

Anderson County is utilizing good control over fund transfers by requiring monthly
reports of transfers that provides Council with the opportunity to evaluate the

validity of transfers on a monthly basis while allowing the administrator the

latitude needed to properly administer the funds of the County as approved by
Anderson County in the annual budget ordinance, We've heard a lot of talk over

the last three- four weeks, month, and couple months, about peoples' right to

examine the budget. Now I'm going to make a comment here and I hope it's real

strong and I believe this with all my heart. I would defend the right of all citizens

and Council members to seek answers to questions concerning the budget, You

have that right to raise those questions and to expect answers to those questions,
This Council., the Administration and the public has been exposed to questions
concerning the budget now for almost 6 months now, there has been no evidence

produced that even indicates that County funds have not been utilized

appropriately or transferred appropriately to the contrary, the evidence indicates

that the taxpayers funds entrusted to this Council and Administration has been

well managed well provided increased services to the people of Anderson County
with only a minimal increase in taxes and that increase was to fund EMS. It is for

these reasons that I do not support placing additional fund transfer controls on

the Administration at this time. We must be unbiased as we examine information,

we must look all aspects of it and we must try to do what is in the best interest for

the people of our County and that is what I'm up here trying to do. Our County has

grown and prospered in the last 2- 112 years that I've been here. I've seen a lot of

productive positive changes happen in my Council district. We've approve a 5.1

million dollar sewer line in my Council district, we have a major 4 lane road going
into Iva, we going to do a ribbon cutting on a beautiful sports complex this

Saturday, we' re working on a Library for the city of Belton, and I can go on and on

with the positive changes which are happening in my Council district. These

changes didn't happen because something is wrong. They happened because

something is right and it's right because we are managing the money well and this

County is on the right road and it is moving forward. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Ms. Wilson: May I speak to some of that please?

Chairman: Certainly.

Ms. Wilson: In regards to the monthly transfers reporting we've had them

on a quarterly basis or every two- month basis, Mr. Greer. And in reference to
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