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Violence 
From Page LA 

vice president of tl South 

Carolina SheriffsÒ Association, 

is a member of the 

task forceÒs law enforcement 

subcommittee. 

He said his subcommittee 

members have: 

been compiling data from 

agencies across the state, 

such as sheriffÒs offices, 

municipal police depart-: 
ments, the State Law 
enforcement Division, 

South Carolina Probation: 

and Parole, SoUth Carolina 

Department of Public 

Safety, the Department of 

Juvenile Justice and 911: 

centers. 

ÓWeÒve put out a survey 

to law enforcement agencies 

cies across the state, and 

weÒre asking questions 

that will give us data that 

we feel is necessary for 

legislation Boone said. 

ÓThis needs to be a cultural 

change that starts with 

us asking questions about 

ways to change what isnÒt 

working.Ô 

The 30-question surveyl 

asks agencies whether 

they have specific protocols 

when handIing 

domestic violence cases 

and whether there are 

guidelines in place fOr after 

a domestic case is reported. 

Boone said collected 

data will reveal how domestic 

incidents are reported, 

handled and then 

tracked at the local level 

and within state agencies. 

He said that to successfully 

prevent domestic violence, 

there needs to be 

accurate data to include 

all types of domestic 

abuse, not just incidents 

that fit the current, flawed 

definition. 

ÓI think when we get 

this information back, itÒll 

help get what we need to 

start making some recommendations 

that will lead 

to change,Ô Boone said., 

ÑOne thing we have to do 

is teach our boys that itÒs 

not OK to hit a girl, and 

we have to teach our girls 

that itÒs not OK to be hit. 

That goes both ways, and 

it starts with us addressing 

the underlying problems.Ô 

South Carolina Attorney 

General Alan Wilson, 

also a member of the task 

force, has been one of the 

stateÒs most vocal proponents 

of criminal domestic 

violence policy reform 

in Columbia. 

ÓWe currently live in a 

state where you can beat 

your dog and get five 

years, but beat your wife 

and get 30 days,Ô Wilson 

said. ÓThat does not adequately 

represent the 

values we have as citizens 

of this state.Ô 

He said prosecutors currently 

have two choices 

when pushing for conviction 

for first-time offenders 

in criminal domestic 

violence cases: a high and 

aggravated felony assault 

charge, with a oneto to 10- 

year senteticeor a 30-day 

misdemeanor. 

ÓThe current domestic 

violence statutes are old 

and antiquated,Ô Wilson 

said. ÓThere are two extreme 

penalties for that 

type of crime. We all know 

thereÒs a lot of criminal domestic 

conduct that can 

happen between those 

two extremes, so there 

needs, to be additional 

tools to better penalize 

offenders.Ô 

Wilson said one change 

heÒd like to see is a system 

that bases the penalty on 

the type of harm caused 

by the offender, rather 

than the number of times 

someone has committed 

the offense. 

He said a high Ñand aggravatØd 

offense Would 

get the offender between 

zero and 20 years in prison; 

if great bodily injury 

occurs, that could mean 
between zero Ñand 10 

years. A second-degree 

offense with moderate 

bodily injury would be a 

misdemeanOr bringing 

a zero to three-year sentence; 

and a third-degree 

offense would mean any 

type of injury occurs. 

Wilson said another aspect 

advocates are pushing 

for is the inclusion of 

additional penalties if a 

domestic violence crime 

is committed in the presence 

of a minor. He said 

other amendments would 
include extra time if the 

offender strikes a pregnant 

woman, prevents 

someone from making a 

report or is a habitual offender. 

ÓThis is not a Ñone and 

doneÒ proposition,Ô Wilson 

said. ÓEvery year, we 

need to address a different 

component of domestic 
violence until we see 

some cultuial changes. In 

four or five years, we may 

be readdressing some of 

the same issues because 

weÒll know how to better 

implement the law. You 

can never stop talking 

about this issue.Ô 

He said the focus at 

present seems to be on 

changing penalties, policies 

and legal definitions, 

which is positive but there 

also needs to be a focus 

on prevention, education, 

victim treatment and 

other aspect that are not 

typically at the forefront 

of conversation. 

ÓWe canÒt address the 

entire t at one time. 

ItÒs impossible when you 

have a problem thatÒs so 

widespread,Ô Wilson said. 

ÓWe have to recognize 

that this task force isnÒt a 

cure-all for domestic violence; 

itÒs just a component. 

If we can put something 

together this year 

and get it passed, thatÒs 

great, but we canÒt sit on 

our laurels and do nothirfg 

after this.Ô 

The task force will hold 

its Phase 1 meeting May 
I 

14 in Columbia. 
J 
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[ 
From Page 1A 

them, scattered around 

the state with 11 in the 

Pee Dee. There is deferred 

maintenance at all of the 

Pee Dee readiness centers 

that are part of a $30 million 

backlog statewide. 

Colonel Andrew Batten, 

ten, construction and 

facility management officer 

with the S.C. Army 

National Guard, said that 

the average condition at 

those readiness centers is 

poor and can affect Guard 

objectives. 

ÓThe backlog is pretty 

significant stuff, building 

components, heating 

and air, so if weÒre able to 

address a good amount 

of those items through a 

bond issue, then we can 

spend more of our money 
on maintenance and preventative 

maintenance to 

extend the life of those systems,Ô 

Batten said. ÓThe 

problem now is we donÒt 

have adequate funding to 

address the backlog and 

do preventative maintenance, 

so we end up having 

to do the most urgent 

things first.Ô 

Batten said that if $15 

million in funds were secured 

as part of a $236.7 

million bond bill, it would 

make substantial headway 

in addressing major system 

failures since the $15 

million would be matched 

by federal funds. 

That would give the 

Guard a chance to get 

ahead of its problems, in 

stead of jumping to them. 

Ñi there are 

more federal funds available 

than we can make 

use of because we have 

no matching funds,Ô Batten 

said. ÓThis would open 

up quite a bit of matching 

funds from the government 

and accelerate a lot 

ot projects.Ô 

Upgrades like new windows, 

HVAC systems, I 

kitchen appliances and 

new roofs are in place at I 

readiness centers in the i 

Pee Dee, but visiting those i 

facilities with Maj. Marty 

Hanks and Capt. Jay Sirmon 

mon on a recent afternoon i 

makes it clear that the S.C. 

National Guard is put- I 

ting money toward major 
problems, but is unable to 

afford a lot of the preven- 1 

tive maintenance. 

ÓOur soldiers are resils s 

ient and stay focused on Ñ 

the mission and do what r 

they need to do to get the t 

mission done,Ô Batten c 

said. ÓTheyÒre pretty ini i 

novative and making the L 

best of what they have, but 

at some point it becomes E 

untenable and could affect 

readiness at some points.Ô 5 

Batten said a study comil il 

missioned by Congress to t] 

assess conditions of state 

National Guard readiness b 

throughout the country 

found that South CarolinaÒs 

conditions ranked toward 

the bottom. 

Information from the 

study will assist in the consolidation 

of armories in 
the state to 50 eventually. 

ÓThe proposal is that a 

major construction program 

will be established 

in approximately 2017-18 

to provide the capital Investment 

funding to repair 

and/or replace many 
of our readiness centers,Ô 

Batten said. ÓThatÒs going 

to be a long process. 

I think the estimate is we 

build approximately 10 

new regional readiness 

centers, but that would be 

over a period of 15-plus 

years. So thereÒs going to 

be numerous facilities that 
weÒre going to need to keep 

in inventory.Ô 

The stateÒs current 67 

readiness centers have an 

average age of 36 years. 

Some, like Hemingway, 

built m 1956, have reached 

historic status, making facifity 

improvements even 

more cumbersome because 

of state historic preservìtion 

requirements. 

More than $30 million 

Õ Even with a backlog of 

deferred maintenance 

reaching $30 million, 

Õ Hanks, who works under 
Batten and with Sirmon, 

said that doesnÒt include 

such aesthetic items as 

dilapidated entrances, 

ceiling tiles, flooring and 

bathroom fixtures that are 

original to the buildings 

and substandard. 

ÓThey funded whatever 
theyÒre going to fund, and 

whatever they didnÒt rolls 

over to the next, so we have 

a list of capital improvement 

projects that have 

been submitted to the 

legislature,Ô Hanks said. 

ÓSO what weÒre trying to 

do now is attack it a different 

way and do a complete 

facility?Ò 

The Marion Readiness 

Center, home to the 4th 

Battlion 118th Infantry 

Regiment, is the best facility 

in the Pee Dee. Built 

in 1978, it has a new roof, 

windows, HVAC and kitchen 

appliances. The unit 

received direct federal aid 

after serving certain quailfying 

missions. 

ÓThis is where weÒd like 

our facffities to be at,Ô 

Hanks said walking In the 

open drifi hail. ÓThereÒs 

some things we need to dQ; 
we need to redo the bathrooms, 

rooms, just modernize. But 

that wouldnÒt be on our list 

considering all the other 

issues we have. WeÒd like to 

be in a place where we say, 

ÑThis is a dated latrine; letÒs 

upgrade it or replace it.ÒÔ 

In Florence, home to the 

51st Military Police Battalion, 

the need is clear from 

the outside. 

The parking lot is crumblin& 

the entrance is 
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s ragged and much of the 

o inside is worn. 

it ÓI think it potentially 

p could affect recruitlng7 

Hanks said. ÓWhen you 

7 have a person thatÒs interi 

ested In being a soldier In 

the South Carolina Guard 

and theywalkintoafaI 
cility thatÒs In the current 

- state that some of them 

i are, the question In their 

Õ mind may be whether they 

- want to join an organization 

that maintains their 

facffities at this state.Ô 

During a walk around the 

f complºz Sirmon noticed 

the 43-year facilityÒs 

electrical panel was a FederalPa 

iflcE1ectrlccompanymodel. 

nymodel. Federal Paciflc,a 

cúnunon manUfacturer In 

the 1950s through 1980s, 

is no longer around after 

a lawsuit found the panels 

posed significant risk 

of fire because of defective 

components that did not 

meet UL standards. 

ÓThis is bad news on 

commercial and residential,Ô 

Sirmon said. ÓThereÒs 

problems with the breakers, 

the breakers falling out, 

not tripping like theyÒre designed 

to, which obviously 

creates a fire hazard. When 

we find them, we put In 

work orders to get them replaced, 

but again it comes 

down to a funding issue.Ô 

Upgrading that panel 

isnÒt part of that $30 million 

capital improvement 
list, but Hanks says it will 

be added. 

While the Florence Readiness 

Center might burn 

down if a breaker fails to 

trip, part of the Timmonsvile. 

Readiness Center 

exterior may fall off soon 

because of foundation 

problems. 

Sinnon said the Guard Is 

still Investigating the foundation 

problem, which 

could be a result of ground 

settling. Regardless of the 

cause, the cost estimate to 

stabilize the foundation is 

hundreds of thousands of 

dollars. 

ÓThe rule of thumb is 

about a quarter of an inch 

and you can see it surpasses 

that,Ô Sirmon said 

about the visible cracks. 

ÓThe structure itself thee 

skeleton is steel, but itÒs 

not good having this.Ô 

Hanks said the Gu 
will put attention tow 
the issue soon since it was 

recently discovered. 

Thnxnonsville is home to 

the Palmetto Regulators of 

the 133rd Military Police 

Company. 

A lack of space is just as 

much an issue as conditions 

are at readiness centers. 

Current facffities total 

1.76 million gross square 

feet, but 4.67 million gross 

square feet are needed to 

meet cUrrent demands. 

Hanks said readiness 

centers serve as places 

for troops to gather and 

train, house equipment, 

administrative functions 

and even host private 

events. During disasters, 

the troops stage at the facffitles 

and may even have 

to live there if conditions 

require. 

In Williamsburg County, 

the 59-year-old Hemingway 

facility is home to a 

detachment of the 1178th 

Forward Support Company 

and some 70 soldiers. 

ItÒs also a portrait of a 

readiness center just hanging 

on. It features original 

single-pane windows, a 

roof in need of repair, no 

dedicated female facffities 

and an unsecure server 

room door that stays open 

to prevent overheating. 

ÓYou might say ÑYouÒre 
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Let s make 

day of giving 

big success 

in Pee Dee 
e B Day is almost here. For the past three 

mor we hope you have been reading about the 

Big Give Pee Dee. In two days Thesda that is 

the regiOn-wide designated day of giving arrives. The 
Eastern Carolina Community Foundation is the organizing 

agency for the 24-hour online initiative 

that will benefit 52 participating nonprofits. 

Thumbs up to those who already are 
prepared to contribute. We strongly urge 

everyone to dig into pockets, wallets and 

bank accounts to help those who help 

others. Big gifts and modest ones will be appreciated. 

With a mir donation of $25, anyone can be a philanthropis 

on this day. Beginning at midnight Thesday, 

donations an be made at biggivepeedee.org. The Eastern 

Carolina C Foundation offices will be open 

for refresh and fun Thesday at 154W. Evans St. 

Volunteers will be happy to assist anyone who needs help 

making a donation on a computer. Other community 
foundatior across the nation will carry out their own 

day of giving simultaneously We hope the big day is a big 

success. 

Thumbs down to gridlock in Columbia. There s tension 

between tile governor and the S.C. Senate. There seems 

to be some division within the Senate, even within the 

Republican Party As a result, some bifis 

have stalled. The road plan seems to 

have come to a screeching halt.A26-19 

vote on Thursday was an indictment 

of the entire Senate,  Sen. Joel Lourie, 

a Columbi* Democrat, told the Senate. I m ashamed of 

what we di today,  he said. I think it s a very sad day for 

the Senate. It s a sad day for South Carolina.  There s open 

talk of private discussions going on.We need sunshine. 

If senatdrs an t agree among themselves on a plan, how 
are they going to get agreement from representatives 

in the HouSe, which has passed its own plan that is far 

different th the one the Senate is considering? Even 

if somebody could wave a magic wand and get the two 

chambers to agree on something  anything  the bill 

almost certainly would be vetoed by Gov. Nikki Haley, and 

there would seem to be no chance of overriding that veto. 

So the roads that are in such shameful condition are just 

going to crumble some more. Lawmakers need to hear 

from constituents, who need to deliver a strong message 

that inaction is completely unacceptable. 

Thumbs (town to the body camera bifi that the Senate 
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passed Wednesday. The bill gives police far too much . power to withhold the videos from 

the public. A version that we hoped 

eve could live with came out of 

committee and was sent to the floor, but 

amendments sent the bifi in the wrong 

direction. 1 lost out to privacy 

Thumbs l to Duke Energy, which announced Thursday 

that it will dig up 42 million tons of 

Õ . coal ash from two locations at its Robinson 

Õ Nuclear Plant just outside Hartsville. Duke 
plans to store the ash in a new Onsite landfill. 

The ash is now stored in an inactive, 

unlined basin, where the ash reaches down 

18 feet into the groundwater. 

Thumbs Upto the United Way of Florence County for 

recognizing Mike Skarupa on Wednesday at the organizationÒs 

annual luncheon and awards 

celebration. The PGBA president and CEO 
received the prestigious Ashpy P Lowrimore 

Award, named for a communityminded 
minded banker who gave generously of 

his talents and time. Skarupa exemplified 

everything 1 Lowrimore stood for, said E.J. Newby, 

president of the United Way of Florence County. WeÒre 

pleased to hear that the United Way of Florence County is 

only $20,00û away from reaching a goal of $1.2 million for 

this yeafs campaign. 

Thumbs upto ArtFields, which will wrap up itsthird 

annual, nine-day extravaganza today in Lake City. The 

$11O,000inprizemoneywillbeawarded 

this evening. This is your last chance 

to experience something that has to be 

seen to be believed. The quality of the 

art that has been on public display in 

39 public venues has been impressive. 

The spirit in the community has been 
special. 

Thumbs u to the person who returned a lost wallet, 

an act that l restored a readerÒs faith. ÓMoral fiber is the 

capacity to do what is right, no matter. 

what the circumstance,Ô wrote Carolyn 

Howard of Florence. ÓIn the world today, 

there doesnÒt seem like thereÒs much of 
that going on anywhere. But on April 16, 

one kind and honest soul changed my 

outlook and has given me hope. Thank 

you to the woman who found and turned in my wallet 

(fully intact) at the Florence Walmart on Beltline Drive. 

Please kno that your integrity has restored my faith in 

humanity I m so very gratefuLÔ 

Thumbs up, tt down is a regular feature of the Morning News and appears 

each Satt on our Opinion page. We seek nominations for both good 

and bad deeds from our readers. Send nominations to us by email at letters@ 

florencenews.cbm. Be sure use the word ÑthumbÔ In the subject and include a 

contact number. Thumbs can also be mailed to us do The Morning News, 310 

S. Dargan St., Florence, S.C., 29506. 
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r 
Letter to 

Pass the domestlcvlolence bill 
I m pleased that our state legislature is continuing 

to engage on the critically important issue of 

domestic violence prevention in our state. Just last 

week, the House passed its version of a domestic 

violence bill, HB 343 and last month the Senate 
passed its own domestic violence prevention bifi, 

S3.I want to thank Speaker Jay Lucas for his leadership 

on this issue and for supporting a bifi that will 

help protect domestic violence victims across the 

state. 

South Carolina s domestic violence survivors have 

waited too long for their fellow South Carolinians 

to come together and help protect victims of abuse. 

etween 2007 and 2011, women in South Carolina 

were twice as likely to be shot and killed by their 

intimate partners as the average American woman, 
and the rate is increasing. And a lot of that is due to 

the fact that the presence of a firearm in a domestic 

violence situation makes it five times more likely 

that a woman will be shot and killed. 

I urge our legislature to follow in the footsteps of 

Speaker Lucas  leadership and continue its critical 

work on domestic violence by acting quickly to send 

the strongest domestic violence prevention bifi possible 

to Gov. Nikki Haley s desk. The lives of countless 

women and children across the state depend on it. 

MINISTER BUQUILLA ER YIN-CANNON 
Fiorencej 
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