


MINUTES OF BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD MEETING
NOVEMBER 27, 1978

POLL

Executive Director William T. Putnam and Deputy Executive
Director William A. Mclnnis on this date completed a poll of the following
Budget and Control Board members on the items of business described below:
Governor James B. Edwards (through Administrative
A ssistant Pettiss)
Mr. Grady L. Patterson, Jr.
Mr. Earle E. Morris, Jr. (through Secretary Abston)
Senator Rembert C. Dennis
Representative Tom G. Mangum
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY - CIVIL CONTINGENT FUND REQUEST - Board
members were advised that Department of Archives and History Director
Charles E. Lee has requested authorization to commit to the possible
expenditure of up to $37,000 from the Civil Contingent Fund for the purpose
of acquiring three official letterbooks kept by William Henry Lyttelton
during his service as Governor of South Carolina from August 1757 to
March 1760. In making his request, Dr. Lee described the prospect of
acquiring these letterbooks as "...perhaps a once in a century opportunity...
and pointed out that Mr. Lyttelton was Governor of South Carolina at a
particularly critical period of its history with the result that an important
portion of the goverment's action during the years leading up to the Cherokee
War is preserved only in these three letterbooks.
Dr. Lee advised that these materials will be auctioned on
December 12, 1978, by Sothey Parke Bernet in London and that the $37,000

request is based on an estimate by a representative of the auction firm.

Dr. Lee expressed the opinion, shared by other knowledgeable professionals
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consulted by him, that the Sotheby estimate is quite high and that having
the authorization to bid up to $37,000 likely will discourage bidding by the
Wiilliam L. Clement’s Library of Americana at the University of Michigan, the
leading competitor for the referenced volumes. Dr. Lee further expressed
the belief that the actual expense of acquiring these letterbooks might be
as low as $10,000 to $15,000.

The Board members polled unanimously authorized the Department of
Archives and History to commit up to $37,000 from the Civil Contingent Fund
for the acquisition of three official letterbooks kept by William Henry
Lyttelton during his service as Governor of South Carolina from August 1757
to March 1760. Representative Mangum voted to approve Dr. Lee’s request
on the condition that the Department of Archives and History would make a
diligent effort to secure federal or other funds for this purpose and to
reimburse the Civil Contingent Fund.

Information relating to this matter has been retained in these
files and is identified as Exhibit 1.

RETIREMENT SYSTEM - RETIREMENT PROGRAM FOR JUDGES AND SOLICITORS -
Board members were advised that Retirement System Director Collins has
requested the addition of $400,000 to the recommended budget for 1979-80
to finance the phase-in of an actuarilv-funded plan for judges and solicitors
rather than continuing on a pay-as-you-go basis as presently is the case.
The $400,000 additional requested plus about $300,000 already included in
the recommended budget for this purpose together would meet the first year
of a five-year phase-in schedule which is expected to reach a peak of about
$1.8 million in the fifth year. Board members also were asked to authorize
Retirement System Director Collins to proceed with the drafting of any
legislation needed to incorporate the judges and solicitors retirement system

into the retirement statutes.
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The Board members polled unanimously approved the addition of
$400,000 to the recommended budget for 1979-80 for the referenced purpose
and authorized Retirement System Director Collins to proceed with the
drafting of any related legislation required. Senator Dennis indicated
his willingness to join with Representative Mangum in pre-filing such

legislation if it is available.
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South Carolina Department of Archives and ffistory

1430 Senate Street
Columbia, S. C.

P. O. Box 11,669
Capitol Station 29211
803 — 758-5816

November 21, 1978

Mr. William T. Putham
Executive Director

State Budget and Control Board
Wade Hampton O ffice Building
Columbia, S. C. 29211

Dear Mr. Putnam:

As discussed in our phone conversation yesterday, this letter constitutes
a formal request that you poll the members of the Budget and Control
Board with regard to authorization to commit the State of South Caro-
lina to a possible expenditure of up to $37,000.00 out of the Civil
Contingency Fund.

What is perhaps a once in a century opportunity for the State of South
Carolina prompts me to make this extraordinary request. On December 12, 1978,
Sotheby Parke Bernet in London will be auctioning a major collection of

the papers of William Henry Lyttelton (1724-1808). Among this collection

and constituting Lot 64 at the auction are three official letterbooks

kept by Lyttelton during his service as Governor of South Carolina from
August 1757 to March 1760. Consisting of 650 pages in all, these letter-
books constitute an extremely important historical source that ought to

be in the archives of the state.

As you know, this department has no regular appropriation to acquire manu-
scripts. We do not collect private papers and receive the great bulk of
the South Carolina government records that are the reason for our existence
directly from government agencies. With the support of the Budget and
Control Board and the General Assembly over the last two decades, we have
succeeded in building what is one of the best (if not the best) collections
of state government records in the country. The state now has what will
probably be its only opportunity to enrich that archive with the official
records of one of its colonial governors. It would be a shame and an in-
dictment if, because of a lack of funds, South Carolina let this central
part of its heritage go elsewhere.

William Henry Lyttelton was Governor of South Carolina at a particularly
critical period of its history. An important portion of the government’s
action during the years leading up to the Cherokee War is preserved only

in the three letterbooks now being sold by descendants of Governor Lyttelton.
The 28 letters or "talks" sent to Indian chiefs, warriors and headsman; the

19 letters sent to Indian agents; the 83 letters to commanders of the colony’s
forts; and the great mass of other historical evidence contained in these
volumes complement records already in our custody. Most clearly relevant
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are the "Indian Books" which this department published as Documents
Relating to Indian A ffairs, 1754-1765 in 1970. In addition to the
sources in that volume, which won the award of the American Associ-
ation for State and Local History’ as the most outstanding book in

state and local history published in that year, we also have the legis-
lative and council journals for the period among our premier collection
of colonial records. We currently have not a single letterbook for
any of our colonial governors.

Although the auction is not until December 12, we need to hear from the
Budget and Control Board on this matter by the morning of November 28

if we are to make arrangements for bidding and forestall the leading
competitor for the volumes. If by that morning we receive word from

the Budget and Control Board that we are authorized to have an agent

bid up to $37,000.00 for the letterbooks, we believe it to be highly
likely that we could obtain them. What is more, we believe that it

is likely that we would be able to obtain them for substantially less
than that amount. A representative of Sotheby Parke Bernet has esti-
mated that Lot 64 will go for between $35,000 and $40,000. We believe
(and so do other knowledgeable professionals that we have consulted)

that the Sotheby estimate is quite high. Dr. Charles H. Lesser, a mem-
ber of my staff, was formerly on the staff of the most likely contender
for the letterbooks, the William L. Clement's Library of Americana at
the University of Michigan. The director of the Clements has indicated
to Dr. Lesser that if we are authorized to bid up into the range of the
estimate, he will not enter the bidding as that would only serve to drive
up the price to a range that that Library's budget cannot afford at this
time. We believe that if we are given the requested authorization of up
to $37,000.00, the actual expense might be as low as $10,000.00 to $15,000.00.

I sincerely hope that the Board will see fit to support in this way our
endeavors to preserve and enrich South Carolina's unique heritage of govern-
ment records. | hope that | can hear from yo * "uesday.

Charles E. Lee
Director

CHL/CEL/bo

CC. Dr. Frederick M Heath, Chairman
South Carolina Archives and History Commission
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J1 hiiiion (W' iiam ill sky)Luiihi..... u» Witt I\m 11 , 1 huikin
as (TTTi<4im > Shiiii t'\mulsa, mki nitwits 1757 and 17 . L, iu
IOMIHMSI, H I MIINS (Il HIS (1M wiM 111l AmiKi AS Imil .S. i< HI'k, ItiL
t*MIN( 1l AND |n|I| AS.IIH SfVI N VI AMs, WAK AM 1 SI lilt SIAHI (Il 1 1 11l k-.» | | W CM,

comprising ilnee volumes the lust two. for August 1757 lo Cki»<lu r 175% .mJ
January lo March |760. recording Idlers, or “talks”, sent lo Indian diut.. uainors
and headsmen, including (he Cherokees Old Hop. | utle Carpenter. Standing Tur-
key. Woolenassa. Tifloa of Keowee, Wawhalchee. Lossike, wavvul cCaiilc.ti < of
Watoja, Skiagunsla of Cowee, Hallhrced Will of Neujanssec. the Caiawbas II .cler
and James Bullen (halfbreed), ihe Creek Wool! king of the MOki.iloSuS .0.J the
Chickasaw Py.inungo (28 letters); letters lo those directly Jeuling -oili the Indians at

other times, including Edmond Atkin, King's Agent lor Indian All.... tt 9). Captain
Paul Deinerc. commander of Fort Loudoun (}u,. Lieutenant Luehiuh Mclintosh,

commander of Fort Prince George (22) and his successor Lieut..mot Richard
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Coytmore (14). Lieutenant While Outerbridgc. commander of | ml August.i and
subsequently. Furl Moore (17), Lieutenant Lachlan Shaw, the Chick i o» ir.»ik
Jerome Courtoime, the inletpreter John Evans, T he Creek trader | .uiil.in M. Cd
vray, the ( hemkee trader and interpreter James Ueainer, and otlieis; to lello1
colonial governors. including Henry Ellis of Georgia (33). Arthur 1)..Id»s of Non
Carolina (22) and Francis Fauquier of Virginia (16); lo Captain John Stuart of tli
South Carolina Provincial Company (14) and oilier officers of the regimelit, Willi.u
Pitt (9). Generals Lord Loudoun (5), Abercrombie (5) and Amherst (| 3). the llo.u
of Trade el til ; the third volume deals with a projected attack on (he I iciu hgains,u
at Alabama and Mobile (an expedition whuh Lyttelton hoped lo 1 ad). planne
between May | 75Hand Aptil 1759, and records dispatches, ntosdy in o ked "sccre
and some of considerable length, both to and from Lyttelton ar.sl William IStt (6
Amherst (4). Doscawcn (N) and fellow governors, with related intelligence repot
etc .at the end is asection of "Papers Omitted in T he Former Bex?ks" . | 750-1759.
650pages mall, writtenin several hands, with afew entries in Lytteltons hand* ritm
the first two volumes with details o f conveyance or postage marked alongside on
letters, the first volume o fc. 450 pages. index, vellum boards rule i in blind, folio; t
second volume ofc 75 pages (marked at end “ Finis"), index an J numerous blank
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rough calf stamped in blind, torn or cutin placet, /oinis weak. upper cover inscribed
"South Carolma". folio; the third volume ofc. 100 pages in the first section. c. 25 in the
second, plus blanks, rough calf decorated in blind, with the printed ticket of Robert
Wells, Printer. Rank seller and Stationer in Charlestown (fmru, American fliblio-
graphy I1l. 1941, p 447~ folio, together with the Letters Patent, bearing the Great
Seal, appointing Lyttelton Governor of South Carolina

To TMEmmteaOio Hor. *,r mt Lrrru
T m» Govrtwoa of Soitm Caboiiwa sfwim Garmwc
FIIfVO, ANO BtOTMFIf

Since the D»» »h»n the Great King George aurcomrum Father wa, pleased to vend me to
he hn Go>»—«r' 'f thi, Province, it ba, been my con,tarn Devire to preserve afirm Peace and
Fnendth.'p — Cherokee Nifmn. and to fhit End | have twt cea,ed to do Act, of
brn’heriv | o»eA +, -d.-c, to you A »our Pc >p'e. supplying SOU liberal, with Goods noton'y
from the S’. rrtH private Trader,, but also with other, which tfreelv go t you to avery great
Value

When you t«e Little Carpenter. » |i la’ely here, | brighten'd the Cham of friend,hip
betweenthr !*o \ aio, A Vtwuthent-dd melhit a,li-ng a, you liveJ. von would be in f nr,n»
to the Fre~ + A - ie to your Father the great King George, and that you would u v sour utmost
Endeavour, that a'l vour Countrvmrn ,h vJJ be ,0 too You have likcwive »ent a Talk by
Richard Sm-; atois- Givernor of Virrni.i is which you assure h mth it for the | one to come,
the Path Cia.b»c’eir ard rood for h v People and you? People. A that no more |tlo,»d vh.ill be
spilt there: ami v>n»devire that he will send liader, into your Nation from hi, Cowemmecnt

But norw.thv mg all these thin;, | have received Intelligence that M oiiotof S.tticw nh
aGang cf e*?elen \len has lately kill'd A scalp'd nineteen White People. Sublets,»f the
great King Gemre. so that the Path is now fouler than ever; and stinks with thnr (llimnl. nor
can the Tr.i > n Irons \ irginia paw for th*' Stench of it | learn al'ti that twenty more of voiir
Men from ire Towr, over the Hill, are ,t 'outlying in Wait to &> more mivchirf A nun»
Complaintv havemme tome fromth- Pccpleof those Part, whose Relalion, ate murd. red. A
who apply to me for RtJre,, Thiv Evil hiv happen'd while sou the Little Carpenter and 1
were ea’'i“»'or hrotbenout the same Dish. and while mi Hand * n ,tretch'd out to pot Arm*
into the Hi~d, v?toil A your People

| now dopatch thi. Letter la you. C)id Hop a, | mperorof the Nation to mfoim you o f theve
Matter, A «»require you to t ike them m’oLonv-Jcrali nwith your H.idmen A wanion.&
to give me S,t” lictic>n; and | shall eipcct your Anvver by the net Mewanger th.it ( apt
Detrtere vha'l vend to me. after you have moved this.

When you. the | ittie Carpenter, in your la<t Talk offer'd to goto War again,! the f renvh. |
de,ired you MMay it the Nation, th it you mieht keep all Thingiquiet there, and if any ,if vour
Countrymen were cuilty of any Outrage, against the W hite People, that you might pr.nure
them Sa’'n'art on A prevent any more Vmlencvs fet the future: a Il which you assured m - gnu
would do. A | look for the Peiform,nee of vo-jr Promise* lam

your Fnend A Brother.
Wijilliam| H(enry | I |ytteltonl
Charles Town. May 2? | 7*9.

V Thfsf bm OWNS form an important nfw-sourcf for thi iiisioby of bfi ac-
tions RFfwFF n HIF SOUfIIFRN STAFFS OF AMFRICA AND HIT INDIAN NAIfO.NS ON fill IR
ROBDCRS OLRINC, TMF FINALSTRCCCLF FO' ASCFNPANCY RETWttN BRITAIN ANO FI».\Se ¢
They considerably erpand information provided by the recently published 'Tndi io
Books** of the S<ulh Carolina Council for the period 1754-1765,» hoc only font of
the present letters, all Indian "talks", arc printed (The Colonial Records of South
Carolina, series 2 Documents relating to Indian Affairs, *754-1765.cd Wdlt.irn |
McDowell, Jr . University of South Carolina Press. 1970). T he first two volumes of
l.y Helton’sletter books contain nearly foe times 3s many dispatches as th” e < »lese
same period in the "Indian Books".






