
HURRICANEMATTHEW

Storm'slegacy inBeaufortCounty:
Heavy damage,nodeathsyet
Hurricanedumpedmore thanafoot ofrain,snapped

thousandsoftrees andflooded homes.
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER,
WADE LIVINGSTON
AND LUCASHIGH
newsroom@islandpacket.com

Hurricane Matthew
slashed BeaufortCounty
inhistoric fashion Friday
nightand Saturday,dump­
ingmore thanafootof
rainwhile snappingthou­
sands oftrees, flooding
homesand causingastag­
gering amountof damage
that is onlybeginning to
beassessed.
For the untoldthou­

sands ofresidents who
refusedto heedamanda­
toryevacuation, it also left
aterrifying impression.

"It soundslike amillion
chainsaws going,"said
Hilton Headresident
Tracey Ownes ofthe Cate­
gory2storm as it ripped
apartthe Palmetto Bay
Marinanear herhome
Fridaynight.
Long comforted bya

sense of safety earned
over 30 yearswithout a
directhurricane hit, Mat­
thew shattered that illu­
sionwith a devastating
punch. Damage wasso
complete that it wasim­
possible for responders to

peel back morethanthe
firstlayer ofdestruction
that is expectedtogrow
exponentially inthe com­
ingdays.
Manybarrier islands,

for example, have yet to
beassessedfor damage by
officials. Thatincludes all
of HiltonHeadIsland's
gated communities.
Packing winds of88

mphhour, Matthewalso
set records. A tidal gauge
inFort Pulaski,Ga., the
closest instrument to
Beaufort County,mea­

sured an all­timerecord of
12.56feet that flooded
nearby marshes and riv­
ers,which inturn flooded
homes.
Adding tothesurge was

heavyrainfall that
swamped the county:11
inches fellinHarbour
Town inSea Pines,12
inches atFolly Field, 13 to
15 incheson theheel and
north endof theisland
and 10to12inches inboth
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Bluffton andBeaufort,
according toNational
WeatherService meteorol­
ogistNeil Dixon.
The measurements,

which aremeasured only
once every24 hours,were
as of8a.m. Saturday,so
totalrainfall measure­
ments are likelytorise.
The BeaufortCounty

Sheriff's Officedelivered
onepiece ofgood news:
No reports ofstorm­relat­
ed fatalitiesas ofearly
Saturday evening.
Still, worriesremain.

Fallen powerlines and
flooded streetscould
proveadeadlycombina­
tion.
Residents wholeave

BeaufortCounty won'tbe

allowedback inuntil it's
considered safe, warned
the BeaufortCountySher­
iff's Office.

ISLANDS SEE WORSE
IMPACT
Palmetto Bay Marina,

Hilton Head's oldest mari­
na,is under water, accord­
ingtoCapt. BobBromage,
spokesman for the Beau­
fortCountySheriff's Of­
fice. "It'scompletely
gone,"he said.
The disappearance of

the marinais oneof what
will bemany losses tothe
island inthewake ofHur­
ricane Matthew.
The National Weather

Servicerecorded peak
wind gustsat 88mph just

fiveto10miles offHilton
HeadIsland, thehighest
of anywhere inthePal­
metto State.
The Town ofHilton

Headreported "thousands
of treesblockingmajor
andminor roadways."
Barrier islands tookthe

brunt ofthe storm,Brom­
age said,calling outHilton
Head, Fripp,Harbor, Coo­
saw andSt. Helenaislands
out individually.
He reportedthe U.S.

CoastGuard and theS.C.
Department of Natural
Resources have done
flyovers of those islands,
includingDaufuskie Is­
land, which Gov. Nikki
Haley said"willbeunder­

water,"at an earlier news
conference. Butan assess­
ment of theisland is yet to
come.
Reports ofextensive

tree damage alsocame
fromPalmetto Dunesand
Port RoyalPlantation.
Mid­islandmobile

homesare instanding
water. The bridgesonto
Hilton Headpassed a
preliminary inspection,
but the S.C. Department
of Transportation must
perform onemore before
the publiccan access the
island,saidHiltonHead
mayor DavidBennett.
Until then,HiltonHead,

like manyotherbarrier
islands acrossthe state,
remain inaccessible.
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Withso much of the
county offlimits,Beaufort
CountySchool District
schools willbeclosed
Monday.

BLUFFTON, BEAUFORT
DAMAGE
While the barrierislands

saw themost significant
damage, Bluffton wasalso
"hitpretty hard," said
Bluffton mayorLisa Sulka.
The Old Town neigh­

borhoodhad the most
fallen trees, saidSulka,
who livesinthe historic
district andreported four
treesdown inher own
yard.
As shedrove through

parts ofBluffton,Sulka
noted flooding inThe
Farmand Westbury Park,
fallen treesinthe Buck
Island­Simmonsville area
andlimited cellservice

throughoutthe town. She
did notknowthe status of
PalmettoBluff because
shedidn't drive through
the area.
Rose Hill andColleton

RiverPlantation, twoof
the town'sgatedcommu­
nities,are among themost
affected areasinBluffton,
fire officialssaid.
There were reportsof

treestoppling carson
GoetheRoad and onthe
storagecenter offBluffton
Parkway.
Justoutside Sun City,

parking lotsshow exten­
sive flooding,carssub­
merged uptothe bumper
andfallen treesstrewn
across thesaturated
ground.Some roadsigns
were bentat 45­degree
angles.
InBeaufort, downed

treesand powerlineswere
the largestissues, accord­
ingtoits mayor, Billy
Keyserling.

PLAN TOHUNKER
DOWN UNTILMONDAY
Gov. Nikki Haley spent

the firstpartof herweek
urging SouthCarolinians
tohurryup andevacuate
inthe face ofHurricane
Matthew.
She's nowasking them

tobepatient.
"Now iswhen the frus­

tration setsin,"Haley said
at aSaturday news confer­
ence. "Betweendowned
powerlines andtrees, I
knowyouwant tosee your
home. Butin somecases,
law enforcement'snot
going tolet youback in."
Lanereversals aren't

plannedbecause people

returning home will beon
a staggeredschedule.
It's uptolocal leaders

and lawenforcement to
make the call,she said.
Giventhat flooding shut

down the portionof I­95
betweenRidgeland and
Hardeeville andS.C. De­
partment ofTransporta­
tion officialscouldnot say
when the interstatewould
reopen,aspecific timeline
for BeaufortCounty resi­
dents remains unclear.
PalmettoElectric

spokesman Tray Hunter
echoed residents'un­
certainty about when they
can returnandthe extent
of damageMatthew un­
leashed onBeaufort
Countyon their property.
"We knowit'sbad, but

we have tofigure outbad
and whereit is," Hunter
said.
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REBECCALURYE rlurye@islandpacket.com

Asnappedtree hangsinfrontof Bluffton'sSpartina.
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Thesecraftwere leftonthe edge ofSeaIslandParkway
just eastofthe WoodsMemorialBridge byfloodwaters.
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YOUR QUESTIONSANSWERED

Will schoolsopen Monday?
Is itsafe to drinkthewater?
STAFF REPORTS
newsroom@islandpacket.com
The Island Packetand

The BeaufortGazette
asked whether ourreaders
had any questionsabout
Hurricane Matthewand
storm­related issues,and
youresponded. Here are
someof the most­asked
questions:

Will schoolsbe openQ: Q:
on Monday in Beaufort
County?

A: A: No.

Schoolis canceled Mon­
day inBeaufort Countyso
that the districtcan have
the buildings assessedfor
safety,according to dis­
trictspokesman Jim Fos­
ter.

Ihaven'theardfromQ: Q:
my lovedonewho stayed
behind. Isthere someone
Icancall?

AnyoneA: A: whothinks a
family memberis at se­
riousrisk can contact the
BeaufortCounty Dispatch
Center andask tobecon­
nectedto alocallaw en­
forcement agencyto re­
quest ahealth andwelfare
check.

I'm aBJWSA customer.Q: Q:
Isitsafe todrink thewa­
ter?
A: A: Thatdepends.
The mainsystem is fine

for placesthat stillhave
water service, according to
Pamela Flasch with Beau­
fort­JasperWater &Sewer

Authority.
However, BJWSAoffi­

cialsand SouthCarolina
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
are advisingresidents of
the followingcommunities
toboil their water,once
serviceis restored, before
using it fordrinking, cook­
ingor washing dishes:
A St. HelenaIsland

A Gibbs (Secession)

A Cane Island

A Cat Island

A DistantIsland

A WarsawVivian's

A Coosaw Island

A Fripp Island

A Hunting Island

A Harbor Island

A Point South

There is noset timefor
when that water service
may berestored for the
places whereit was turned
off.

CanIdrink thewater
Q: Q:

onHilton Head Island?
YoushouldA: A: not.

Hilton HeadTown Man­
ager Steve Rileysaidthe
town hasnot received
word thewater is safeto
drink.
Residents shouldwait to

hearassurance from the
water companies before
drinkingit. You cancheck
the providers website for
updatesbelow.
A South IslandPublic

ServiceDistrict,
www.southislandpsd.com
A Hilton HeadPublic

ServiceDistrict,
hhpsd.com
A Broad CreekService

District, www.bcpsd.com

Q: Q: Ireceivedanemail
about my poweroutage.
Isthis ascam?
A: A: Yes.
Inher morning address,

SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki
Haley warned residentsof
an email scam currently
circulating.
"We have acyber sit­

uation going on,"shesaid.
Scammers tell youthey

have an update onyour
outage. Onceyouclick
there,they get into your
computer.
If youdon'tknow the

person sendingthe email,
deleteit. Don't click.

Willthere becheck­Q: Q:
pointsandan IDrequire­
menttoreturn toBeau­
fort County?

AtthisA: A: time, there
are noplanstolift the
evacuation.
Itis unknown atthis

time ifcheckpoints will be
usedonce the evacuation
is lifted, BeaufortCounty
Sheriff's OfficeCapt. Bob
Bromage saidSaturday
afternoon.

Myhome isuninhab­Q: Q:
itable. Isittoolate togo
toashelter?

No.A: A: Butbecareful
getting there.
The BeaufortCounty

Sheriff's Officeis warning

the residentswho stayed
behind that roadcondi­
tions aredangerous.
Additional long­term

shelters also mightbe
opened for peoplewithout
homes.
All the followingshel­

tersare openand accept­
ingvisitors.

COLLETON COUNTY
Colleton CountyMiddle

School, 1739Mighty Cou­
gar Drive,Walterboro.

HAMPTON COUNTY
Estill High andMiddle

School, 1450 Columbia
Hwy. North, Estill.
Hampton Elementary

School, 505SHooverSt.,
Hampton.

JASPER COUNTY
Ridgeland NorthCam­

pus, 250 Jaguar Trail,
Ridgeland.

Q: Canyou recommend a
Q:

webcam?
A: A: Trafficcameras

showingareas throughout
the countycan beviewed
onThe Island Packet and
The BeaufortGazette
website at
www.islandpacket.com/
news/local/traffic.

If youhave aquestion or
information youthinkis
importantor helpful to
share, email news­
room@islandpacket.com.
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Community continues to
support evacuees at shelter
BY LARRY WOOD

lwood@aikenstandard.com

Area residents continued
to bring towels, baby diapers
and other supplies Saturday
afternoon to the Red Cross
shelter at South Aiken High
for evacuees from Hurricane
Matthew.
"Donations are still coming

in, and that is wonderful," said
Dale Couch, the shelter coor­
dinator. "It's been great."
Couch said a few new evacu­

ees checked into the shelter
during the night and in the
early morning, bringing the
total number of people staying
at South Aiken High to 256.
Couch said the Red Cross

did not open another shelter
at Paul Knox Middle School
in North Augusta and did not
anticipate opening another
shelter.

Couch said he is letting the
evacuees know that S.C. Gov.
Nikki Haley has asked dis­
placed residents not to return
home until conditions are safe
and debris has been removed
and power lines are back up.
"She's trying to get the

word out for them to stay and
hunker down a couple more
days," Couch said. "Why risk
it? You're better off being safe
than sorry."
Couch said he expects the

shelter to remain open prob­
ably through early this week.
"People should not leave un­

til it's safe for them to go back
home," he said.
Couch said the volunteers

who have given their time to
help at the shelter have been

"excellent, outstanding."
Millbrook Baptist Church

next door to the shelter has
been running a shuttle from
South Aiken to the church so
that people can play basket­
ball.
The church also has mobile

showers and laundry facilities
with washers and dryers.
Millbrook has worked with

other churches to coordinate
and prepare meals for the
evacuees. The church has a
SCDHEC­approved kitchen,
which the state requires for all
meals prepared for people in
shelters.
Couch said people have

come by the shelter to ask how
they can help.
"The best thing to do, if

you're not a Red Cross volun­
teer, is to go online to www.
redcross.org, click on 'Volun­
teer' and ?ll out the volunteer
information," he said. "It usu­
ally takes a couple of days,
but due to the disaster, we're
trying to speed it up some so
people can help out, not only
for Hurricane Matthew but for
future disasters. Who knows?
We might close, and two, three
days down the road, it could
happen again."
The Red Cross also is accept­

ing donations for hurricane
relief. To make a donation, go
to www.redcross.org, and click
on "Donate."

Larry Wood covers education
for the Aiken Standard.
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STAFF PHOTO BY CINDY KUBOVIC

Dale Couch, Red Cross shelter coordinator for evacuees of Hurricane Matthew at South Aiken High, said people who want
to help can do so online at redcross.org. They can become a Red Cross volunteer or make a donation to hurricane relief.

STAFF PHOTO BY CINDY KUBOVIC

Downtown Aiken stays busy during Hurricane Matthew.
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Former Aiken resident living
near Charleston 'rides out' storm
BY CHRISTINA
CLEVELAND
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com

As Hurricane Matthew's path
approached the South Carolina
coast Friday afternoon, Devin
Meek, a former Aiken resident
now living in the James Island
area, took a short commute
to downtown Charleston, and
described what he says was a
"ghost town."
"The roads are pretty empty

compared to what Charleston
deals with," Meek told the
Aiken Standard in a telephone
interview Friday. "You can still
see tourists walking around,
people occasionally with their
kids, people walking around
with their umbrellas. … It's 1/10
downtown than what it normally
is."
Meek said many businesses

also were boarded up, and added
it was "weird" seeing the city so
empty.
"I'm so used to it seeing full,

packed with people all the time,"
he said.
Meek said he was "roughing

out the storm," joining several
people at his apartment who
were doing the same, despite an
earlier warning from Gov. Nikki
Haley for people in coastal
counties to evacuate to other ar­
eas in the state or at least, evacu­
ate to a shelter.
He made the decision to stay

and experience the storm.
"I think we're going to get a

good storm out of it," he said. "I
think we're going to experience
a wicked storm."
Meek has been near Charles­

ton after a move from Hawaii.
He said he always liked big
storms and has only lived by the
ocean for a few years.

"I don't want to leave my home
????????????????????????????????
when a hurricane beats around
my town," Meek said. "… I
think we're going to be OK. I
think that's what my main belief
is."
One person he said wasn't

happy about him staying in town
was his mother, who repeatedly
asked him to join her, his brother
and step dad and evacuate to
Greenville.
"My girlfriend, myself, two

best friend(s) and my cat are
hunkered down at the apart­
ment," he said. "We weren't
forced to stay behind. We all just
wanted to."
By Friday afternoon, he said

winds were starting to come in,
along with light rain. He also
added the ocean was surging up
because of the storm.
Unlike Meek, many did evacu­

ate from the state's coast, some
sheltering in Aiken, either at
homes or at South Aiken High
School, which was opened as a
shelter in the county.
Chad and Sharon Horne, who

were helping evacuees with

Millbrook Baptist, said Friday
they had two family members
coming from Charleston and
two coming from Kings Bay,
Georgia.
When the Hornes, who lived in

the Charleston area before mov­
ing to Aiken, heard the news,
Sharon said they were in con­
stant contact with their family
members and were concerned
because they lived through and
experienced Hurricane Hugo.
"When we saw the direction it

??????????????????????????????
in major concern," Sharon said
Friday, "and we were concerned
with them leaving as late as they
did for the safety of their travel
but fortunately the impact is
mild right now, so their travel
isn't so bad, so that eliminated
fear, I guess."
She said living near the coast,

most residents learn its best to
stay prepared and Chad added
that most people get used to what
to do during storms, so they stay
less worried, but some don't.
Part of what happens when

people do not leave, Sharon
said, has to do with there be­

ing so many years between a
major storm and people can get
complacent and may think they
won't get hit.
"Prior to Hugo, it was (years)

since they had a major storm in
the Charleston area, at least,"
she said.

Saturday's storm,
aftermath

Hundreds of thousands in
South Carolina lost power on
Saturday, according to state
?????????????????????????????????
were dumped on parts of the
state, and crews worked to clear
roadways and other areas of
fallen trees.
Meek said Saturday he stayed

up until 6 a.m. until they lost
power.
"It was a whole night of hear­

ing transformers going out one at
a time," he said, though he noted
the water still worked.
He and his neighbors played

card games had fun but at one
point, the storm picked up when
they were under the impression
it had passed. There were strong
wind gusts and heavy rains, he
said.
Meek reported Saturday af­

ternoon everyone was OK. He
said there was mostly debris and
??????????????????????????????
apartment around 6 a.m., but the
water subdued roughly around 9
or 10 a.m.
During the time of the inter­

view Saturday afternoon, he
said it appeared the storm was
moving toward Myrtle Beach.
He posted to Facebook that

afternoon, "I'm alive."

Christina Cleveland is the
??????????????????????????????
the Aiken Standard.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Devin Meek, a former Aiken resident living in the Charleston
area, captured an empty downtown Charleston Friday. Meek
said he wanted to experience the storm and stayed instead
of evacuating.
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Haley tells evacuees not
to return home today
BY LARRY WOOD
lwood@aikenstandard.com
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley told residents

who evacuated from Hurricane Matthew
to "plan on continuing to hunker down
today" and to wait until conditions are safe
in areas affected by the storm to return
home.
"Most injuries, most fatalities occur

after a storm because people attempt to
move in too soon," Haley said during a

press conference Saturday morning from
Columbia. "I know you want to see your
home. I know you want to get back. What
I am going to ask from you is patience. Do
not plan on going home today."
Downed trees and power lines and

Please see HALEY, Page 5A

HALEY
CONTINUED from 1A

unsafe structures and bridges
make it unsafe for residents to re­
turn home today, Haley said.
"It is not going to be safe for

you to go in," she said. "In some
cases, law enforcement is not go­
ing to let you get back in because
roads are closed and you can't get
through."
Haley told residents that stay­

ing away from
parts of the
state affected
by Hurricane
Matthew will
allow law
enforcement,
utility and S.C.
Department of
Transportation
crews to begin
surveying dam­

age and "start cleaning up as fast
as they can."
"That surveying the damage

can't happen if you're in there,"
Haley said. "Even if you got in,
you would be in the way of ev­

eryone."
Haley said she knows residents

want to know the status of their
homes.
"Now is when the frustration

sets in," she said. "Just know that
we want to make it safe for you to
find out that status, and we are go­
ing to do it as fast as we can and
as smooth as we can."
Haley said she would provide re­

al­time information during press
conferences "so that when you do
go, you won't be sent back. You
will actually be able to go in, and
it will be safe for you to go in."
Coastal evacuation orders

remained in effect Saturday, ac­
cording to a press release from

the S.C. Emergency Management
Division. "From Hilton Head to
North Myrtle Beach, citizens are
asked to stay away from evacu­
ated areas until conditions im­
prove and the danger subsides,"
the release stated.
The SCEMD will send out

emergency alerts, disaster pre­
paredness tips and other informa­
tion on its website at scemd.org
and on social media feeds by an
online search for @SCEMD. The
division is on Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube and other social media
sites.

Larry Wood covers education
for the Aiken Standard.

AP PHOTO/MIC SMITH

Isle of Palms police let residents back on the island as Hurricane
Matthew's tail winds hit the Isle of Palms Saturday.
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Homeless get a helpinghand,
but some don't want it
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
cboschult@thesunnews.com
As Hurricane Matthewbears

down onSouthCarolina andresi­
dents leaveper Gov. Nikki Haley's
evacuationorder, homeless shel­
tersare preparingfor those who
choosetostay.
"Wehavesecuredeverythingthat

isaroundeachoneofthesheltersto
makesurethateverythingisse­
cure,"saidKathyJenkins,executive
directoratNewDirections.The
organizationoperatesamen'sshel­
ter,awomen'sshelterandfamily
shelter.Noneoftheshelterswere
subjecttoanevacuationorderasof
Thursdaynight.
"Theevacuation planis tiedin

with CoastRTA,"saidJenkins.
"Coast RTAis evacuatingpeople
who donothave evacuation and
that evacuationstarted at noon. If
they evacuateZoneB, andallof
ourshelters are inZoneB,thenwe
will follow suitwith CoastRTAto
get ourpeople outas well."
InHorry County, someof the

transient population arebeing sent
toOceanBay Middle Schooland
OceanBay Elementarytowait out
the storm. ButJenkinssaidthey've
already "putthe word out"tothe
homeless that they're welcomeat
New Directions.
"We dohave hurricane shutters

at the family shelters,"saidJen­
kins."We have picked upalotof
extrafood. Wehave let thepolice,
the cityand other areaagencies
knowthat we areopen toanybody
who needstocome inand get out
of thestorm, noquestions asked."
Somehomeless residentslike

Russell Heath have other plans.
Heath,56, saidhe stayedina

Dumpster inFlorida duringHurri­
caneIvan, and experiencedHurri­
caneKatrina inBiloxi, Mississippi.
Heath saidhe's beenliving on

SEE HOMELESS,5A
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HOMELESS
the streetsof MyrtleBeach
since The Pavilionwas torn
down andhe doesn'tplan
ongetting on abus or stay­
inginashelter.
"I've beentoall those

places," hesaid."Idon't
even go there. There'stoo
many wackos.Walking
around, talkingontheir cell,
cussingall the timedoing
this andthat."
Heath saidhe'll bestaying

nearafriend's business
duringthe storm ifthe
weather isn't tooharsh.
"Igot aplaceIcan runto,

down theroad abit," he
said. "Ifit getsreal bad,the
lady I know, herhusbandis
coming fromMurrells Inlet
totake metotheir house.
Otherwise,Idoit onmy
own, man."
Butfor youthwho stay in

the shelters,going it alone
isn't so easy.

WendyGore,development
directoratSeaHavenin
LittleRiver,saidifappropri­
ate,youthwouldbesentback
homeduringabadstorm.
SeaHavenisanorganiza­

tionthatserveshomelessand
abusedyouthages13to18,
andtheLittleRivershelter
isn'talwaysapermanent
locationforthem.
"They'rehereonanemer­

gencybasisanyway,they're
notheretostay,"saidGore.
"Ifwecansendthemback
homeforacoupledaysuntil
thestormpassesandthen
theycancomeback,that's
whatwedo."
Incaseofanevacuation

andiftheyoutharehomeless
havenoplaceelsetogo,Sea
Havenhaspartneredwith
othersheltersinNorthCar­
olinaandSouthCarolinato
housetheyouth,whowould

beaccompaniedbystaff.
Theshelterwasnothous­

inganyhomelesschildrenon
Thursday,buthadbeenpro­
vidingshelterforyouththose
whohadbeenreferredfrom
theDepartmentofJuvenile
Justice.
"Theyhave gotten in

troublemaybe at schoolfor
truancyor incorrigibleness
or thingslike that,or they're
awaitingacourtdate,"said
Gore."Andtokeep them
fromgoing tojailupin Col­
ombia, sometimesthey'll
stay here until theyhave
their court dateor until they
can go backhome."
If an evacuation is neces­

sary, youthfromDJJ needto
be placedindetention cen­
ters awayfromthe coast,
and Goresaidthat Sea
Haven sentthose particular
youth todetention centers

on Wednesday.

Christian Boschult,
843­626­0218,
@TSN_Christian

''WEHAVELETTHE
POLICE,THECITY
ANDOTHERAREA
AGENCIESKNOW
THATWEAREOPEN
TOANYBODYWHO
NEEDSTOCOMEIN
ANDGETOUTOF
THESTORM,NO
QUESTIONSASKED.
Kathy Jenkins, New
Directions
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JANET BLACKMON MORGAN jblackmon@thesunnews.com

RussellHeathhasbeenlivingonthe streetsinvarioustowns for years, he
said inMyrtle Beach'sNance PlazaonThursday.
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Charlestonmayor:Stay
inside if you'restillhere
Charleston MayorJohnTecklenburgwarnedthosewho stayed in

theHoly City tostay indoorsasHurricane Matthew approaches.

BY CYNTHIA ROLDÁN
croldan@thestate.com

CHARLESTON
Charleston MayorJohn Teck­

lenburg warnedHolyCity resi­
dents who opted torideoutHur­
ricane Matthewtostay safe in­
doors.
A countywide curfew was

scheduledfrom midnight
through 6a.m. Saturday,as a
potentially record­settinghigh
tideloomed over the Lowcoun­

try.
"It will benotimeto beout

andabout," saidMark Wilbert,
city emergencymanagement
director. "Therewill bewater
everywhere."
Cityofficials hunkered down

and prepared tospend Friday
night atthe Gaillard Centerat
Calhoun andGeorgestreets,

where Charleston'semergency
operations center ishoused.
Floodingfrom acombination

of storm surge,rain andhightide

SEECHARLESTON, 6A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM: See avideofrom theHoly
City.
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CHARLESTON
is expectedtobethe
biggestthreatCharleston
faces with Matthew.
Forecastersare expecting
storm surgeas highas 8
feet. The storm isexpect­
edtobringaroundafoot
of rain.
"Whenthatwater

comes down,and thetide
andthe surgeare in,that
footof rainhasnowhere
togo," Tecklenburgsaid.
The peninsulacity is

surroundedby riversthat
will swellwith ocean
water as thestorm comes
in.Streets arelow­lying
andalready floodduring
intensestorms.
Gov.Nikki Haley

warned ofthe storm's

threattobarrier islands,
includingSullivan's, the
Isle ofPalms andKiawah
offCharleston's coast.
Also,the stateDepart­

ment ofTransportation
andlocallaw enforce­
ment aremonitoring
Charleston'sRavenel,
Holtand Wandobridges.
Whenthe storm produces
sustainedwinds of40
mph,local lawenforce­
ment agencieswill con­
siderthe bridgesclosed.
Earlier in theday, few

residentswanderedChar­
leston'sstreets,while
otherswereseenmaking
last­minutepreparations
totheirbusinessesalong

KingStreet.More than
twodozen walkedalong
The Battery,curious
abouthowHurricane
Matthewwas snarlingthe
CharlestonHarbor.
The 5 p.m.advisory

fromthe NationalHurri­
caneCenter predictedthe
storm,with 100mph
winds,would beoffChar­
leston's coastaround8
a.m.Saturday.It had
weakened toastrong
Category 2storm, atrend
thatforecasters said
could continue.
Nonetheless,forecast­

ers at the Charleston
office of the National
Weather Serviceurged

caution.
"Ifthe current forecast

is realized, the western
eye wallof acategory2
hurricanecould brush
areas suchas Kiawah
Island, FollyBeach,
Downtown Charleston,
Mount Pleasant,Isle of
Palms andSullivan's
Island with gusts inex­
cess of100mph,"wrote
the forecaster inthe
11:40 a.m.,discussion.
"Frequentgusts tohurri­
cane forcecouldoccur as
far inlandasSummer­
ville."

Cynthia Roldán:
803­295­0435,
@CynthiaRoldan
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People minglealongBattery ParkinCharlestononFriday. HurricaneMatthewis scheduledtoskirtthecoastofSouthCarolinaearly Saturday
morning.

MARKWASHBURN mwashburn@charlotteobserver.com

Twowomenexplore theunusually vacantdowntownof Charleston,
quietinadvance ofHurricaneMatthew.
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SEANRAYFORD NYT

Peoplepassby Nick'sBar­B­QinCharleston.HurricaneMatthewis expectedto
continue to parallelthecoastintoGeorgia andtheCarolinasbeforeturningouttosea.
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Storm to punch SC coast
at most vulnerable time
Hurricane willhit Beaufort County,
Grand Strand during hightide; storm
surgecouldreach9feetin places
BY CLIF LEBLANC
cleblanc@thestate.com
Hurricane Matthewis likelyto

strikeBeaufort Countyat hightide
beforedawn Saturday andto plow
into theGrand Strand aftersun up
–also at its most vulnerable mo­
ment,Gov. NikkiHaley warned on
Friday.
Projectedto bedowngraded toa

still­dangerous Category 1 storm,
Matthewwill spareCharleston by
not hitting thereat high tide,Haley
saidduringan afternoon news
conference.
"We needtoreally say prayers,

not justfor those inFloridaand
Georgia, but nowit is about South
Carolina," shesaid."Iwish (for)all
of youthat youbesafe, that yoube
careful, that youtake care of each
other."
The hurricane's storm surge

couldreach 6to 9feetalong the
state's lower coast and5to7feet
north ofCharleston, saidJohn
Quagliariello, ameteorologist with
the NationalWeather Service.

"Just trytovisualize just how
highthat water is," hesaid.
Access tobarrier islands,in­

cluding culturallyrichDaufuskie
Island,could besevered. Haley
said19 Daufuskieresidentsleft
Friday, but that leavesabout 80
stranded onthe islandalready
accessibleonly byboat. Earlier
duringthe day, shehad warned
that Daufuskiewould be"under
water."
"We didthe best wecould,"she

said."The restofthe residents,
when weasked –they're justnot
going toleave."
The surgecouldbe 4to6feet

northwardof EdistoBeach toCape
Fear,N.C., theNational Hurricane
Center saidinits 5p.m. Friday
update. Thatadds the tourist­rich
Grand Strandtothe other threat­
enedcoastal areas.
Beyond the coast,hurricane­

SEEHURRICANE,7A

ONLINE

Checkthestate.com Saturday forthe latest on
Hurricane Matthew'sprogress upthe coast and its
impacton SouthCarolina.
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HURRICANE
forcewinds could reach
60 milesfromthe storm's
center, andtropical­storm
winds couldextend 185
miles, hurricane center
forecasts predicted.
Columbia isnot expect­

ed tobehit as badly.Still,
city officials havehad
crewsand equipment
readysince Thursday,
public works directorRob­

ert Anderson said.
Two swiftwaterrescue

teamsfrom thecapital
city'sfire departmentleft
for Colleton County. The
department's mass­evac­
uation response vehicles
also weredispatched toa
medical rehabilitation
facilityin Hanahantohelp
evacuatepatients toCo­
lumbia.

FIND ASAFE PLACE
As ofFriday afternoon,

355,000 people hadevac­
uated fromtheLowcoun­
try, an increaseof 45,000
justsince Fridaymorning.
That's still145,000

shortof the500,000
peoplestate officials had
encouraged toflee.
Haley urged thosewho

stayedbehind to"just

hunkerdown."
Sheadvised that they

stay inasafeplace, prefer­
ably houses that have
second floors or higher.
Make surecell phones are
charged inanticipationof
power outages, Haley said.
The governor said 69

sheltershave opened and
are occupied by4,249
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people. That's farfrom
capacity. "There's lotsand
lots ofroom," shetold
evacuees that mightneed
a shelter. Anadditional 17
sheltersare onstandby,
state officials said.
Red Crossofficials in

Columbia reported99
people arestaying at a
shelter at WhiteKnoll
High School intheRed
Bank area and91 at Dent
Middle School near Forest
Acres.
Interstate 26 had been

converted into aone­way
thoroughfare between
Columbia andCharleston
for twodaysto encourage
evacuations. Itwas re­
opened Friday toany traf­
fic bound for the Low­
country.
No state­owned bridges

were closed inSouthCar­
olina onFridaymorning.
Movable bridges have
been locked downso that
vehicles can stilldriveon
them, but waterway traffic
cannot pass through, said
transportation chiefChris­
ty Hall.
Largerbridges inChar­

leston willbeclosed if
windspeeds hit 40 mphor
higher, authorities said.

POWERCREWS AT THE
READY
The statealso was pre­

paring forpower outages
asaresultof the storm.
"What wemaybe look­

ingat is alotof power
outagesfor an extended
period of time,"Haley
said.
South CarolinaElectric

& Gas Co. saidit has
maintenance crewsin
place andprepared to
stare down another high­
magnitude natural disaster
like last year'sflood.
"Wefeelwe're ina

proper position froma
manpower standpointto

be abletohandlewhat is
to come,"said Keller Kis­
sam, SCE&G retail oper­
ations president.
Power already wasout

Friday onupscale Kiawah
and Seabrook islands
south ofCharleston. But
that was intentional onthe
part ofBerkeley Electric
Cooperative, which saidit
was cutting powertosub­
stations toprevent storm
surge damage.
Residents inthose two

communities might have
towait awhile toagain flip
their switches because it
will take timetopower up
the substations, officials at
the cooperativesaid. But it
would take longertorepair
them.
Kissamsaid utility com­

panies will coordinatewith
law enforcement andthe
National Guard so that
restoring powercanbe
done safely andquickly.
FrippIsland officials

havecut offthe communi­
ty'swater supply, the gov­
ernorsaid.

STAYOFF THE ROAD
InCharleston County's

McClellanville, heavyrain
andstrongwinds had
begunby6:30 p.m.Friday.
The Charleston and

Georgetownareas are
expectedtoreceive 13
inchesof rainor more
fromthe storm,according
tothe NationalWeather
Service.
Inlandflooding will be

an issue upand downthe
coast.
Most ofthe state's

coastal countieshave
imposedcurfews from
midnightFriday through6
a.m. onSaturday. InBeau­
fortCounty, acurfew will
beineffect fromdusk
Fridaythrough dawnon
Saturday.
Officials saythey don't

wantpeople driving or
walkingaroundwhile law
officersand emergency
workershavetodeal with
issuesrelated tothestorm.
Addressing Charlesto­

nianswho had notleft by
Friday, thecity's emergen­
cymanagement director,
Mark Wilbert,said,"It will
benotime tobeoutand
about. There will bewater
everywhere."
Butevacuated residents

maynot returntotheir
homes justbecause the
storm has passeduntil
National Guard troops and
local lawenforcement
have declaredtheir neigh­
borhoods safe, Haleysaid.
About2,500Guard­

smen havebeen activated
to dealwith the hurricane,
she said.
Haleysaid174 medical

facilities havebeen evac­
uated fromcoastal areas.
Patients at Beaufort Me­
morial Hospital were being
relocated tofacilitiesin
Aiken, Anderson,Dillon
and Cheraw, said the
state's Health agency
chief, CatherineHeigel.
Heigel said inspectors

are keepingespecially
watchful eyes on44dams
that are under emergency
orders. Ownersof those
dams havebeen asked to
lower water levels,she
said.

SUNNYSKIES AHEAD
Someretailers inCo­

lumbia will notopen Sat­
urdayas aprecaution.
ITech Connnections and
EdibleArrangementsin
Five Pointswill beclosed,
alongwith Cupcakes
Down Southinthe Vista.
The StateMuseumand

RiverbanksZoo closed,
alongwith the Robert
MillsHouse, Hampton­
Preston Mansion, Mann­
Simons siteandthe Wood­

row Wilson Home.
ButEdVenture Chil­

dren'sMuseumplans tobe
open.
The SodaCitymarket

onMainStreet is moving
into theparking garage at
Taylor andSumterstreets
asit usually doesduring
bad weather.
Lexington Countytrash

collection centersand
libraries willclose Sat­
urdaybut reopen Sunday.
The trash centerswill open
twohoursearly this Sun­
day,from 1­7p.m. Librar­
ies willresume normal
hoursSunday.
The storm washaving

littletono effect onflights
at ColumbiaMetropolitan
Airport, according toman­
ager DanMann. ButCo­
lumbia's downtownair­
port,Jim Hamilton­L.B.
Owens Airport,is closing.
Ken Aucoin, aformer

television meteorologist
who nowworks inRich­
landCounty Emergency
Services,said rainwill be
intensifying throughout
the eveningFriday inCo­
lumbia, withasteady
downfall between 3a.m. to
3 p.m.Saturday.
Expected rainamounts

haveincreased to4to6
inches.
"Over that period of

time,that'smanageable,"
hesaid. "It's whenwe get
that over twohours that
it'strouble."
Windgusts of40­to

45­mph areexpected.
"You'll seethe starsout

Saturday night,"Aucoin
said. "We mighteven geta
nicesunset out ofit. And
Sunday,will beas picture
perfect asyoucan get."

State writers CassieCope,
Tim Flach, RoddieBurris,
JeffWilkinson, Cynthia
Roldán, Sammy Fretwell
and theAssociated Press
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contributed.

DAVID GOLDMAN AP

Amotoristdrives throughaflooded street fromHurricaneMatthewin Brunswick,Ga.,onFriday.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

EdMills andJay Desjardinsstage sandbagsat TDBankinFivePointsinpreparationforpossibleheavyrain fromHurricaneMatthew.
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TRACY GLANTZ tglantz@thestate.com

DennisOberhelmanchecksouthisroofinadvance ofpredicted heavyrains. Theroof
ofthe historic house,onTerraceWayinShandon,hasleakedduringpreviousstorms.

MIC SMITH AP

Adam Selent, atleft, andAlecSelent,right, watch wavescrashoveranerosion control
retainerwallatthe OceanClubcondominiumsinthe WildDunesresortFriday.
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HURRICANEMATTHEW

Haley: DaufuskieIsland
willbeunder water
Gov. NikkiHaleysaid about 100

residentshad declinedtoevacuateas
of Friday morning.
BY ERIN HEFFERNAN
eheffernan@islandpacket.com
Daufuskie Island isexpected tobe

flooded byalarge surgeofseawater
from theonslaught of HurricaneMat­
thew andresidents areat great risk,
Gov. Nikki Haley saidinher Friday11
a.m. news conference.
Haleysaidabout100residentshad

declinedtoevacuateasofFridaymorn­
ing.Thereisnotyetacountofhow
manypeopleareleftontheisland.
InDaufuskieandotherareasatthe

mostrisk,lawenforcementwentdoor­

to­dooraskingpeopletoleave,Haley
said.
The island hasabout 400 residents.

There is nobridge, sothe onlyway on
or offthe island isby boat.
InHaley's news conference, shehad

pleaded for peopletoevacuate and
advisedthat residents shouldalert
authorities ifthey knowsomeone who
stayedon theisland.
"Itisgoingtobeunderwater,sowe

havetogetthesepeopleout,"shesaid.

"Ifyou don't evacuatenow, you will
likely bestranded,"she said."Dau­

SEE DAUFUSKIE, 10A

FROMPAGE1A

DAUFUSKIE
fauskie,it will beunder­
water. Thiswill bethe last
timeyou hearmyvoice
asking youtoevacuate."
"We'retrying toget

themtoleave," Haley

said."They'rejust not
leaving."
Haley saidthat DNR

boats andNational Guard
helicopters will continue
totrytoget peopleoffthe
island aslong asit is safe.

Haley saidthe barrier
islands arethe biggest
concern for SouthCar­
olinainthe storm includ­
ingHilton Head, Hunting
Island,Fripp Island as well
as Daufuskie.
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NOAA

Amap fromthe NationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministrationshowsthepossible
storm surge onDaufuskieIsland.Blueareasrepresentastorm surge1footabove ground,
yellowis 3feet aboveseagroundandorangeis 6 feet aboveground.
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THIS IS IT
Forecasters predict
surges of 8 feet or more
BY LUCASHIGH
lhigh@islandpacket.com

Asthe brunt of Hurricane Matthew movedthrough the area
overnight Fridayandearly Saturday,the deadliestthreat might
comefromstorm surges, forecasterssay. Surges ofupto8feetor
moreare possiblealong the SouthCarolinacoast Saturday.
Forecasters had predicted that

BeaufortCounty couldseea
storm surgeof 8 feetor more,
widespread poweroutages and
the potential for massive devas­
tation.
And with HurricaneMat­

thew's arrival inthe Lowcountry
overnight, the storm surgeis
underway.
After hoursof driving rainand

howlingwinds, storm surges
fromHurricane Matthewre­
main adeadlythreat forBeau­
fort Countyresidents hunkered
down near rivers or low­lying
barrier islandssuch asHilton
Head Island, HuntingIsland
andDaufauskie Island.
National Weather Service

meteorologist Neil Dixon said
the surges"willreally bea
threat all day Saturday."
Just3feetof storm surge

would overwhelm the portionof

Hilton Head Island south of
BroadCreek, according tothe
National HurricaneCenter's
storm surgemap. The same
goes for Beaufort.
Patchesof Hunting Island and

Lady's Island also couldbe
affected, thoughit's expectedto
alesser degree.
High tide, which occurred

around 1 a.m., onlycompound­
ed the problem.
"Ahurricane coming inat

hightide wouldbe aworst case
scenario"interms ofgenerating
powerfulsurges, John
Quagliariello ofthe National
Weather ServicesaidFriday.
The hurricane trackonFriday

afternoon had theeye ofHurri­
caneMatthewhugging Beaufort
and barreling ontoCharleston.
"It doeslook at its closest

point toberight alongthe coast

of HiltonHead,"National
Weather Service Meteorologist
Emily Timtesaid.
Officials didnot mince words

Friday intheir warnings about
the danger posedby thestorm.
Gov. Nikki Haley said gravely

that Daufuskie Islandis "going
tobeunderwater."

SEESURGES,10A

MOREINSIDE

A Beaufort undercurfew,preparing for

flooding. 3A
A Safety personneland workersfrom

SCE&Gprepare. 3A
A Who shouldyou call to report utility

outages?5A

ONLINE

Visit islandpacket.comand
beaufortgazette.com forvideos, photos
andthe latest Beaufort Countystormnews.
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SURGES
The island,which is

only accessiblebyboat,
has about 400 residents.
About 100 remained asof
Friday morning, shesaid.
Even PresidentBarack

Obama, addressingthe
country Fridayduring a
news conference, madeit
a point tostressthe dan­

ger of storm surges.
"This is stillareally

dangerous hurricane,"he
said.
He cited Hurricane

Sandy asarecent example
of astorm where surges
did massivedamage.
Duringthat 2012storm,

"alotof peoplewere se­

verely affected"even after
the worstof the windand
rainhad passed, hesaid.
Like Haley,Obama

urged residentsfromFlor­
ida toSouth Carolinato
seek higherground before
the surgesbegan.
"We canalways replace

property, but we can't

replace lives,"he said.
In additiontolingering

storm surges, localsmay
experience loss ofpower
long afterMatthew has
left the Lowcountry.
"We may belooking at a

lotof poweroutages for an
extended period oftime,"
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Haley said."... Thisis
going tohurt."
A model created bythe

University of Michigan,
Ohio StateandTexas
A&M predicts that 1.1
million people inSouth
Carolina willlose power.
Beaufort Countyis identi­
fied as onethat will see
some ofthe most wide­

spread outages.
Many whostayed be­

hind, despite repeated
callsfor evacuation
throughout theweek, are
left tofendfor them­
selves.
Local hospitalsclosed

down andmoved patients
Friday, while somefirst

responders suchas Hilton
HeadIsland Fire and
Rescueand allstate tran­
sit agency personnelwere
forced off thestreets and
into shelters.
A countywide curfew

put inplaceFriday bythe
Beaufort CountySheriff's
Office isstill ineffect
today.

Lucas High: 843­706­8128,
@IPBG_Lucas

JOSH MITELMAN jmitelman@islandpacket.com

A gas stationinthe ColignyBeachareaof Hilton HeadIsland boarded
upThursday, oneof manylocal businesses shutteredforthe storm.
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JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Asquadof tree servicetrucksis stationedFridayinthe parkinglotof theQuality InninBeaufort,as HurricaneMatthewapproachedBeaufortCounty.
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Atrio ofmotorcyclists was theonlyactivityon anotherwiseempty andboarded upBay
Street as HurricaneMatthewapproachedBeaufortCounty onFriday.

PHOTOS BY JAY KARR jkarr@islandpacket.com

Numerousboatswereanchored inthemooringfieldofBeaufort'sDowntownMarinaon Friday asHurricaneMatthew
approachedBeaufortCounty.Duringstorms,boatsare saferaway fromdocks.
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