
TASTE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
We look forward to our Fifth Annual
"Taste of South Carolina" sponsored
by AgSouth Farm Credit, ACA.
AgSouth has been an outstanding
host providing a lovely evening
to celebrate and enjoy the finest
foods produced in South Carolina,
We thank the Chef Ambassador's
for preparing and presenting this
delicious food.

"Taste of South Carolina," is a
special reception to be held
Wednesday evening, January 11,
2017, from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. The
reception serves to showcase key
agribusiness companies, leaders,
award winners, and advocates.
"Taste of South Carolina" is an •
invitation engagement with
limited tickets for $25 each.
There is always lots of great fun,
food, beverage, entertainment
and fellowship with the entire SC
Agribusiness community. The
reception spotlights South Carolina
Agriculture and Agribusiness
as one voice. Invited guests
include agriculture leaders and
organizations, political leaders,
commodity groups, commodity
boards, exhibitors, producers, and
additional special guests. This is a
wonderful opportunity to sample
some great food and beverage
pairings, as well as showcase SC
Agriculture­based commodities,
commodity organizations, farms
and companies.

Tickets $25.00 per person

South Carolina Chef
Ambassador Program
For the third year, the South
Carolina Chef Ambassador"
Program will be a apart of this

special event. The Ambassador
Chef Program is a program
Governor Nikki Haley along with

SC Commissioner of Agriculture
Hugh Weathers and South Carolina
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism
(SCPRT) Director Duane Parrish
introduced in June of 2014.
Each year, a Chef Ambassador
is selected from the state's four
regions: the Upstate, the Midlands,
the Pee Dee, and the Lowcountry.
The Chef Ambassadors serve
for one year and participate in a
number of culinary and tourism
specific events, hosting cooking
demonstrations, conducting
educational seminars and
discussing the offerings found in the
cities in which their establishments
are based.

Governor Haley has recently
announced the 2017 South
Carolina Chef Ambassadors. We
look forward to an outstanding
Taste spotlight the finest chefs
showcasing foods produced in
South Carolina. Listed below are
the 2017 Ambassadors.

The 2017 SC Chef Ambassadors are:
William Cribbs of Cribbs Kitchen in
Spartanburg; Amy Fortes of Flipside
Cafe in Fort Mill; Adam Kirby of
Bistro 217 in Pawleys Island; and
Sean Mendes of Roadside Seafood

in Charleston.

CHEF WILLIAM CRIBB ­ Cribbs
Kitchen, Willy Taco
Early on, Chef William Cribb knew
he was destined for a career in the
kitchen. With an ultimate goal of
owning his own restaurant by his
30th birthday, now at 32, Chef Cribb
is the executive chef of two popular
establishments in Spartanburg
Cribbs Kitchen, which was recently
awarded the 2016 Small Business
of the Year by the Spartanburg
Chamber of Commerce, and Willy
Taco, as well as one highly sought
after business, Cribbs Catering,

Having spent a number of years out
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado
and North Carolina, learning and
honing his culinary skills, Chef Cribb
strives to always incorporate fresh,
flavorful, seasonal and sustainable
fare into his menus items.

CHEF AMY FORTES­The Flipside
Restaurant, The Flipside Cafe and
The Flipside Catering Company
Once a trauma surgeon student,
Chef Amy Fortes, eventually learned
that her true passion was not in the
OR, but in the kitchen. After taking
a break from studying medicine,
Fortes began working at a few
restaurants in her hometown of
Lockport, New York­just outside of
Buffalo. Quickly falling in love with

the camaraderie within the culinary
industry, Chef Fortes changed
her major, and the rest is history.
Now the co­owner and chef of The
Flipside Restaurant, The Flipside
Cafe and The Flipside Catering
Company in Rock Hill and Fort Mill,
she thrives on the relationships
between great food and great
people.

CHEF ADAM KIRBY­ Bistro 217
A graduate from Le Cordon Bleu
of the Western Culinary Institute,
Chef Adam Kirby, a native of
Atlanta, Georgia, is the chef and
co­owner of Bistro 217 on Pawleys
Island ­ an establishment he's
been with since it opened in 2004.
Pulling inspiration from both his
Southern roots ­ both his mother
and grandmother where fantastic
home cooks ­ and time spent in
Hawaii, Portland and San Francisco,
Chef Kirby's regularly changing
menu incorporates locally sourced
eclectic elements, making his
dishes exciting, flavorful, and most
of all, memorable.

CHEF SEAN MENDES­Roadside
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Sea/bod, Blues Burger Joint
Having parents who both served
our country in the United States
Air Force, Chef Sean Mendes
was exposed at an early age to
distinctive cuisines and cultures
from all over the world. With a
father who hailed from Portugal,
Spain and a mother from South
Carolina, soulful, authentic,
interesting and unique culinary
experiences were a regular part
of his life growing up. In 2012 Chef
Mendes opened and operated
the wildly popular and successful
food truck, Roadside Seafood in
Charleston. A year and a half later,
he opened a full­fledge restaurant
under the same name. In 2016, Chef
Mendes decided to venture into
the gourmet burger world, opened
Blues Burger Joint in Charleston ­ a
hot spot that has been one of the
go­to places since opening for "top

shelf" burgers.
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(SCPRT) Director Duane Parrish
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Having spent a number of years out

in Steamboat Springs, Colorado
and North Carolina, learning and
honing his culinary skills, Chef Cribb
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fare into his menus items.
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restaurants in her hometown of
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Cafe and The Flipside Catering
Company in Rock Hill and Fort Mill,
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CHEF ADAM KIRBY­Bistro 217
A graduate from Le Cordon Bleu
of the Western Culinary Institute,
Chef Adam Kirby, a native of
Atlanta, Georgia, is the chef and
co­owner of Bistro 217 on Pawleys
Island ­ an establishment he's
been with since it opened in 2004.
Pulling inspiration from both his
Southern roots ­ both his mother
and grandmother where fantastic
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Having parents who both served
our country in the United States
Air Force, Chef Sean Mendes
was exposed at an early age to
distinctive cuisines and cultures
from all over the world. With a

father who hailed from Portugal,
Spain and a mother from South
Carolina, soulful, authentic,
interesting and unique culinary
experiences were a regular part
of his life growing up. In 2012 Chef
Mendes opened and operated
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Charleston. A year and a half later,
he opened a full­fledge restaurant
under the same name. In 2016, Chef
Mendes decided to venture into
the gourmet burger world, opened
Blues Burger Joint in Charleston ­ a
hot spot that has been one of the
go­to places since opening for "top
shelf" burgers.
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DAYBREAK
? TODAY IN HISTORY

By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Jan. 20, the 20th day of 2017. There are 345
days left in the year.
Today's Highlight in History: On Jan. 20, 1942, Nazi officials

held the notorious Wannsee conference, during which they
arrived at their "final solution" that called for exterminating
Europe's Jews.
On this date: In 1265, England's first representative Parlia­

ment met for the first time.
In 1649, King Charles I of England went on trial, accused of

high treason (he was found guilty and executed by month's end).
In 1887, the U.S. Senate approved an agreement to lease Pearl

Harbor in Hawaii as a naval base.
In 1936, Britain's King George V died after his physician

injected the mortally ill monarch with morphine and cocaine
to hasten his death; the king was succeeded by his eldest son,
Edward VIII, who abdicated the throne 11 months later to
marry American divorcee Wallis Simpson.
In 1937, President Franklin D. Roosevelt became the first

chief executive to be inaugurated on Jan. 20 instead of March 4.
In 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn into

office for an unprecedented fourth term.
In 1957, President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Vice President

Richard Nixon were sworn in for their second terms of office
in a private Sunday ceremony (a public ceremony was held the
next day).
In 1969, Richard M. Nixon was inaugurated as the 37th Presi­

dent of the United States.
In 1977, Jimmy Carter was inaugurated as the 39th President

of the United States.
In 1981, Iran released 52 Americans it had held hostage for

444 days, minutes after the presidency had passed from Jimmy
Carter to Ronald Reagan.
In 1992, an Air Inter Airbus A­320 crashed near Strasbourg,

France, killing 87 of the 96 people on board.
In 2001, George Walker Bush became America's 43rd presi­

dent after one of the most turbulent elections in U.S. history.
Today's Birthdays: Former astronaut Buzz Aldrin is 87.

Movie director David Lynch is 71. Comedian Bill Maher is 61.
Actor Lorenzo Lamas is 59. Sophie, Countess of Wessex, is
52. Actor Rainn Wilson is 51. Actress Stacey Dash is 50. South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley is 45. Actor Evan Peters is 30.
Thought for Today: "America is great because she is good. If

America ceases to be good, America will cease to be great." ­
Alexis de Tocqueville, French author (1805­1859).
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Supreme Court rules
Lt. Gov. McMaster
can't pick successor
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ The state
Supreme Court made it clear
Wednesday that Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster can't pick
his successor if Gov. Nikki
Haley is confirmed as ambas­
sador to the United Nations.
Justices ruled that a consti­

tutional amendment chang­
ing the lines of succession
won't take effect until the
2018 election. That means
the state constitution still
calls on the Senate's leader to
fill a vacancy in the lieuten­
ant governor's office, requir­
ing Senate President Pro
Tem Hugh Leatherman to do
some maneuvering to keep
his powerful leadership post.
He refuses to become lieu­

tenant governor.
Sen. Tom Davis had

asked the justices to settle
a discrepancy on when the
change, approved by voters
in 2012, took effect. Leather­
man initially asked the jus­
tices to decide nothing unless
McMaster is actually sworn
in, calling Davis' request
speculation that relies on a
series of assumptions.
Haley's confirmation pro­

cess began Wednesday before
the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee, two days before
the inauguration of her new
would­be
boss, Pres­
ident­elect
Donald
Trump.
McMas­
ter would
ascend to
the gover­
nor's office
after Haley
resigns.
"The Supreme Court is to

be commended for acting
both swiftly and correctly in
this matter before the politi­
cal dominoes start to fall,"
said Davis, R­Beaufort.
Last week, the state's high

court accepted Davis' request
to take the case directly and
set a hearing for Wednesday.
But justices canceled it, call­
ing it moot, after Leatherman
filed a response essentially
agreeing with Davis.
Questions arose from

a 2014 law ratifying voters'
approval of the amendment.
Both the 2012 law ask­

ing citizens to vote on the
amendment and the opening
clause of the ballot question
itself specified that succession
changes would begin "with
the general election of 2018."

HENRY
McMASTER
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Haley has confirmation hearing
Governor says she supports moving US embassy in Israel to Jerusalem
By RICHARD LARDNER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON ­ South Carolina
Gov. Nikki Haley declared her support
for moving the U.S. Embassy in Isra­
el from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, a shift
firmly endorsed by Donald Trump but
one that could trigger increased vio­
lence in the Middle East.
Haley, Trump's pick to be the U.S.

ambassador to the United Nations,
told the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on Wednesday that she
"absolutely" backs the embassy move
because that's what Israel and con­
gressional Republicans want. But a
spokesman for Jordan's government
recently told The Associated Press
that the embassy move would be a
"red line" for Amman and "inflame
the Islamic and Arab streets."
Jordan serves as custodian of a

major Islamic shrine in east Jerusa­
lem and the Palestinians seek a capi­
tal there.
Congress ordered the embassy

relocation more than 20 years ago,
but presidents ever since, Republican
and Democrat, have refused to com­
ply. Several Republican senators have
proposed legislation that would with­
hold 50 percent of the State Depart­
ment's 2017 budget until the embassy
move from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is
completed.
During a confirmation hearing that

lasted nearly three­and­a­half hours,
Haley took a tougher stance against
Russia than Trump, who will be sworn
in Friday, and agreed with a Republican
senator who said Syria is committing

genocide against its people.
Haley said she believes Russia

committed war crimes by bombing
Syrian civilians in the city of Aleppo.
Rex Tillerson, Trump's choice for sec­
retary of state, declined to make that
accusation during his confirmation
hearing last week.
While Trump has said he believes

Russia can be a partner, Haley said
she doesn't think Moscow can be
trusted right now. She said she's
opposed to lifting existing sanctions
against Russia unless it changes its
behavior in Syria, Ukraine and else­
where. Cooperation with Russia in
such areas as counterterrorism, Haley
said, depends on Moscow altering
course.

See HALEY, page 4A

HALEY
Continued from 1A
"The problem is there are

no boundaries with Russia,"
said Haley, who added that
the U.S. needs to let Moscow
know "we are not OK" with
Russia's annexation of Crimea
in 2014 and its incursions into
eastern Ukraine.
Haley assailed the Obama

administration for failing to
block a U.N. Security Coun­
cil resolution that condemned
Israel's settlements in east
Jerusalem and the West Bank.
She pledged to reject future
measures that she said unfair­
ly targeted the Jewish state, if
the Senate confirms her nomi­
nation.
Haley said she won't go to

U.N. headquarters in New
York and "abstain when the
U.N. seeks to create an inter­
national environment that
encourages boycotts of Israel."
She told the committee the
U.N. resolution was "a terrible
mistake" that makes a peace
agreement between the Israe­
lis and the Palestinians harder
to achieve.
Israel's ambassador to the

U.N., Danny Danon, thanked
Haley in a statement issued
during the hearing for her
"unequivocal support and her
clear statement regarding the
U.N.'s discrimination against
Israel."
Haley acknowledged she is

new to international diploma­
cy. But she said while the U.N.

has had many successes, cit­
ing health and food programs
that have saved millions of
lives, "any honest assessment
also finds an institution that is
often at odds with American
national interests and Ameri­
can taxpayers."
The United States contrib­

utes 22 percent of the orga­
nization's budget, and Haley
questioned whether such a
sizable investment is worth­
while.
"We are a generous nation,"

Haley said. "But we must ask
ourselves what good is being
accomplished by this dispro­
portionate contribution. Are
we getting what we pay for?"
Haley said she would focus

on "fixing" the U.N. and

agreed that money should not
continue to be funneled into
programs that don't work. But
she said she's not in favor of
a "slash and burn" strategy in
which American dollars are
used as leverage. She said she
doesn't agree with conserva­
tive lawmakers who want to
withhold any U.S. financial
contributions to the U.N. until
the Security Council resolu­
tion is repealed.
Last December, Israel and

its supporters lashed out at
Obama for his decision to
abstain and allow the U.N.
Security Council to approve
the resolution, which called
the Israeli settlements "a fla­
grant violation under interna­
tional law."
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
UN Ambassador­designate, South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, accompanied
by her husband Michael, left, prepares to testify on Capitol Hill in
Washington, Wednesday at her confirmation hearing before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
UN Ambassador­designate, South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley,
arrives for a meeting Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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LEGISLATURE

Legislators
readyto
workwith
dealmaker
McMaster
BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com
COLUMBIA

After14 years ofcombative
Govs.Mark Sanford andNikki
Haley,S.C. lawmakersare ready
for adeal­maker.
Theythinkthey haveonein

soon­to­be Gov.HenryMcMas­
ter, aRonaldReagan Repub­
lican,former U.S.attorneyand
stateattorneygeneral knownfor
using hisdeepSouthern drawl
tobuildaconsensus.
"He's pragmatic,"said state

Rep. GregDelleney, R­Chester.
"Hegets peopletogether to
reach compromises.He doesn't
diginto oneposition, andyou're
either with him or you'renot."
Publicly,S.C. lawmakersoffer

mostly guardedassessmentsof
Haley andtheir optimism about
McMaster, whowill ascend to
the governor'soffice once Haley
is confirmed asU.S. ambassador
tothe United Nations inafew
weeks.

Privately, however,someare
giddy totradein Haley­a
44­year­oldRepublican who
bashed lawmakersintheGOP­
controlledLegislature onFace­
book andintheir hometowns,
offered failing"grades"to those
who disagreedwith her andtold
areal estategroup to"take a
good shower"after visiting the

SEEMCMASTER,9A

MOREINSIDE

With2emptyHouse seats,alook atpast
resignationsin S.C. Legislature.3A

FROM PAGE1A

MCMASTER
StateHouse ­for McMas­
ter,aGOP governor they
thinkwill work with them.
AnS.C. Republican

Partymainstay over the
pastfourdecades, the
69­year­oldMcMasterhas
stayedsilent onthe top
issuesfacing SouthCar­
olinasince Haley'snomi­
nationasU.N. ambassa­
dor.He declined tocom­
ment for thisstory
throughaspokesman.
Butlawmakershope a

different approach inthe
governor'soffice proves to
bethe missingingredient
tofindingsolutions tothe
state's crumblingroads,
improvingthe education
ofrural S.C. studentsand
fixingthe state's under­
fundedpensionsystem.
Somesay they look

forwardtoworking with
McMaster, agovernor
with nofuture political
aspirationsor need to
appeaseoutsidegroups
that couldhelp him climb
the laddertohigher office.
"Youthinksometimes

the 40­year­oldgovernor
is abreathof freshair,"
saidstateSen.Brad Hutto,
D­Orangeburg."Having
somebody whoactually
hasseen government from
manydifferent aspects
andhas watchedover the
years,Ithinkhe's gotan
opportunity tobeagreat
governor."
LINES INTHE SAND
While somelawmakers

alreadyare draftingtheir
wishlists, most say they
havenot heardfrom the
lieutenantgovernor about

the issueshemightcham­
pion thisyear.
StateSen.Kevin Bryant,

R­Anderson, saidMcMas­
terindicated inarecent
conversationthat he
wantstotackle therough­
ly $20billionin unfunded
debtinthe statepension
system. Butthat talk was
voidof specifics,Bryant
said."That isdefinitely a
priorityof hisandthe
Legislature."
However, McMaster's

stance onaproposed gas
taxincrease torepair
SouthCarolina'scrum­
bling roadsis amystery.
StateRep. GarySimrill,a
YorkRepublican and
outspokenadvocate of a
gas taxhike,said heplans
tospeak with McMaster
soonaboutaroadsfix, but

hasn't yet.
Somelawmakerssay

they hope foragovernor
whowill not drawlinesin
the sand, asHaley did in
announcing shewould
vetoanygas taxincrease
that didnot come with a
much larger incometax
cut.
"When the governor

madethe remarksshe
madeacouple ofyears
ago intheState ofthe
State, it kindof tookthe
wind outof thesails of us
accomplishingwhat we
hopedtoaccomplish with
an infrastructurebill,"
saidstateSen.Thomas
McElveen, D­Sumter.
Democrats alsohope

McMaster, aformer legis­
lative aide tothelate U.S.
Sen.StromThurmond,
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will bemoreopen than
Haley tootherideas, such
asabondbill topay for
collegerepairs andbuild­
ings.
"Gov. Haleywas very

clearonwhat shewould
andwould not do,"said
stateRep. GildaCobb­
Hunter, D­Orangeburg."I
am hopefulthat Gov.
McMastermight notbe as
rigidinhis thoughts about
direction andwhat public
policy issuesweought to
deal with or notdeal
with."
'HECAN SITDOWN AND
TALK ABOUT ISSUES'
Lawmakerssay they

havereasonto hope.
McMasteris nolonger

the politicalnovice who
vowedtobreakup the
"goodol'boy"network in
hisunsuccessful 1990
campaignfor S.C. lieuten­
antgovernor.
A near­decaderunning

the stateGOP,eight years
asthe state's attorney
generaland twomoreas
itslieutenant governor
havemoldedthe Colum­
bianativeinto adeal­
maker, legislatorssay.
"Heunderstands the

nuances, heunderstands
the personalities,and he
hasrelationshipsthat I
thinkwill beimportant,"
saidstateSen.John Cour­
son, R­Richland.
McMasterhas been

approachableand agood
listener aspresident ofthe
Senateduring thepast two
years,legislators say.
Forexample,when Sen.

Huttoasked if hecould
bringaclass ofUSC stu­
dents tomeetthe new
lieutenant governor,
McMasteragreed.
McMasterset out milk

andcookies,and spoketo
the studentsabout his
politicalcareer­Presi­
dent RonaldReagan,who
named McMasteras the
U.S. attorneyfor South
Carolina,andOperation
Jackpot,the flamboyant
anti­drugcampaign
McMasteroversaw as the
state's topfederal prose­
cutor, resultinginmore
than100convictions.
"Hespent a tonof time

with thestudents, and
they really appreciatedit,"
Huttorecalled.
As evidence that

McMastercan collaborate,
lawmakerspointtohis
work in2013 co­chairing a
Haley­appointed ethics
task forcewith former
DemocraticAttorney
GeneralTravis Medlock.
"They allsat down and

they workedtogether,"
saidstateSen.Katrina
Shealy, R­Lexington."He
cansit downand talk
aboutissues.... He thinks
things throughbeforejust
sayingit. I don't thinkhe's
going toget onTwitter
andtweet at us,"asHaley
did.
One ofMcMaster's best

qualities,according to
formerS.C. Democratic
Partychair Dick Harpoot­
lian, isthat hecan "dis­
agree withoutbeing dis­
agreeable."
"In allmy dealingswith

him aschairman of the
party,wherewe were
publicly antagonistic, we
had agood timetraveling
aroundand playingoff
each other,"Harpootlian
said."Neverameanword,
neveranyfingerpointing.
He'sagoodguy."
Harpootlian predicted

McMasterwill spend more
time talkingshopwith
legislators,possiblyat the
Governor's Mansionor at
ballgames, rather than
givingthem report cards
or jabbingthem bybring­
ingpigsinto the State
House, as Sanforddid to
protestwhat hesaidwas
pork­barrelspending.
"He's awarrior,"Har­

pootliansaidof McMaster.
"Heknows howtomake a
point.He knowshow to
work ajury. Heknows
how topersuade people."
'HE'SGOING TO TRYTO
GOVERN'
McMasterhas long

wanted tobegovernor.
Thatcould becomeone

of hisgreatest strengths,
somelawmakers say.
A white­hairedgovernor

with nodesireto moveup
the politicalladder owes
nothingtooutsidegroups
who canhelp with that
climb, they say.
"Hedoesn't haveany

hidden agendasother than
what'sbest for thepeople
of SouthCarolina,"Rep.
Delleneysaid. "Youhave
Gov.Haley, whohasaspi­
rations for higheroffice.
Wehad Gov.Sanford,who
had thesamethings at the
time. But,with Henry,
we've gotsomeone who is
pragmatic,knows howto
get things done,andI
thinkwe'llget things done
with him."
Beinggovernor is

McMaster's endgame,
somesay.
"He's going totryto

govern,"Harpootlian said.
"There'snoother jobhe
can runfor or wouldrun
for. He'sgotthe job he's
always wanted."

Avery G.Wilks:
803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

HenryMcMaster
A Age:69

A Education: University of

South Carolina,
bachelor's and law
degrees

A Family: Marriedto Peggy

McMaster,two children
POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS

A 2014­present: S.C.

lieutenantgovernor
A 2010: Unsuccessfullyran

for S.C. governor
A 2003­2011: S.C. attorney

general
A1993­2002:Chairman of

S.C. Republican Party
A1990:Unsuccessfully ran

for S.C. lieutenant
governor

A1986:Unsuccessfullyran

for theU.S. Senate
A1981­1985:U.S. attorney,

appointedby President
Ronald Reagan

A1973­1974: Legislative

aideto U.S. Sen.Strom
Thurmond

''HE'S PRAGMATIC.
HEGETSPEOPLE
TOGETHERTO
REACH
COMPROMISES.HE
DOESN'TDIGINTO
ONEPOSITION,
ANDYOU'RE
EITHERWITHHIM
ORYOU'RENOT.
State Rep. Greg Delleney,
R­Chester
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''HE'SGOINGTO
TRYTO GOVERN.
THERE'SNO
OTHERJOBHE
CANRUNFOROR
WOULDRUNFOR.
HE'SGOTTHEJOB
HE'SALWAYS
WANTED.

Dick Harpootlian, former
S.C. Democratic Party
chair

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Sen. JohnCourson, right,getsalaugh from Lt. Gov. Henry
McMasterwith a teasing remark Tuesday asthe 2017
legislativesessionbegins.
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