
Environmentalprograms
sufferamidtussleforcash
BY SAMMYFRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com

Sputtering air monitors,leak­
ingunderground storage tanks,
acid­draining mines andpoorly
regulated dams areamong the
problems that stateenviron­
mental officials say theymust
address after yearsof financial
neglect.
Manybasic environmental

programspeople dependonto
protect theair they breatheand
the water theyswim inneedan
infusion of cash,according to
the S.C. Department ofHealth
andEnvironmental Control.
Since last fall, agencydirector

Catherine Heigel hasbeenurg­
ingstate budgetwriters topro­
vide the resources shebelieves
her staffneeds toperform its
duties. Lastweek, shetold a
House WaysandMeans sub­
committee her agencycan't
provide manybasic services
without moremoney.
"The firstresponsibilitylies

with me,to makesure youeven
knowwhat hasnot been done,"

said Heigel, whobecame DHEC
director last summer.
DHEC,one ofthe state's

largestagencies, askedthe Leg­
islature foran extra $35million
inthe nextfiscal yeartobring
many environmental andhealth
programsback toabasic level of
service.The department's over­
all statebudgetis $106million,
down sharply fromthe levels of
nearlyadecade ago.
Somelawmakers sayDHEC's

budget request isawhopperthat
couldbedifficult toapproveina
year with manyotherstatewide
needs, ranging fromimproving
roadsto addressingunexpected
expenses fromlast fall's devas­
tating floods.
ButRep. Murrell Smith,who

chairs the Waysand Means
subcommittee, said pastbudget
cuts havehurtthe stateagency –
andDHEC needs morerevenue.
"It'swhat happens whenwe

cut agencies andreduce in­
spectorsthat areincharge of

ourpublic health,"Smith, R­
Sumter, said last week."We've
gotdifficult choices.Iguessit
would beniceif wehad known
about this years aheadof time."
Partof today'sfinancial chal­

lenge dates totheGreat Reces­
sionthat began late in2008. At
the time, formerDHEC director
EarlHunterand hisstaff strug­
gledwith dwindling statereve­
nues.At onepoint inthe past
decade,state lawmakers allocat­
ed as littleas$83million to
DHEC. Someprograms, suchas
dam safety,sustaineddeep
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DHEC
reductions, formerdam
officialshavesaid.
Critics, including state

Sen. Joel Lourie, D­Rich­
land, also blameDHEC
for later refusingto fund
programsinthe nameof
government efficiency,
when the department's
actionswere really for
political reasons. Oneof
the mainefforts by pre­
viousdirector Catherine
Templeton was making
the agencymore efficient.

Templeton said Friday
herefficiency effort saved
the agencymoney, but
didn't hurtprogramscrit­
ical tothe environment or
public health.Instead, she
didn't seekbig budget
increases because they
weren't needed at the
time, Templeton said.
Heigel, aformerDuke

Energy executive,was
named DHEC chiefafter
Templeton quit in2015.
While Heigel is drawing

good marksfrommany for
the work shehasdone at
DHEC so far, notevery­
oneis sure DHEC needs
the $35million.
S.C. Sen. Lee Bright,

R­Spartanburg,said state
agencies haveatendency
toseek bigbudget in­
creasesinyears when
staterevenues arehigh,
suchas they arenow.
"The'sooey call' goes

out, andeverybody comes
running tothe trough,"

Brightsaid.
Gov.Nikki Haley

doesn't thinkDHEC
needs $35million inextra
money next year,but she
did includenearly$18
million innew funding for
the agencyinher exec­
utivebudget recently,
recordsshow.
Her office said that, as

with any budget, the gov­
ernor must makedeci­
sionsbased onpriorities.
However, Haley recom­
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mendedfunding the agen­
cy's toppriorities, in­
cluding improvement in
the damsafety program,
the governor'soffice said.
One ofthe chief in­

creasesinspending sought
byDHEC is for water
quality monitoring.
The $945,000 DHEC

asked for wouldhelp the
agency begin testing many
creeksand rivers monthly
for pollution, as theagen­
cyonce didbefore budget
cuts ate awayat the pro­
gram.The increase would
allow DHEC tohire16
additional staffersto bol­
sterits existing staff of23.
Haley hasproposed
$201,250,which the agen­
cysays would allow
DHEC tohirethree addi­
tional staffmembers.
Congaree Riverkeeper

Bill Stangler andChar­
leston Waterkeeper An­
drewWunderley said
DHEC needsevery penny
it canget for the program.
Theirorganizations are
testing water insome
areas because DHEC's
program is so threadbare,
they said.
"We are,essentially,

doing the state'sjob,"
Wunderley said."The
state, inaperfect world,
would nothaveaneedfor
us. Butthe problem isthat
samplingis so under­
funded and undersupport­
ed bythe Legislature and
the governor'soffice that
there isahuge needfor
groups likeus to stepin
andfill that gap.''
Thisyear,DHEC's over­

all water qualitymonitor­

ingbudget is$1.4 million.
A decade ago,the budget
was $2.5million.
Wunderley said sites his

group testsat Shem Creek
inMountPleasant in­
dicate water quality is less
safefor swimming than
DHEC'slimited testing
indicates.
Monitoring the airfor

pollution isanother pro­
gramDHEC hassaid
needs afinancial boost.
The agency asked for
$464,000to helpfix or
replace agingmonitoring
equipment.That equip­
ment is increasinglyprone
toerrors that canprovide
inaccurate air pollution
readings,Heigel said.
Haley didnot propose
money for airquality mon­
itoring, according toa
budget sheetprovided by
DHEC tothe HouseWays
andMeans Committee.
Overall, the agency

needs toreplace98 mon­
itors, samplers andother
equipmentinthe next
seven years. In2006, the
overall air monitoring
budget was$2.3 million.
Today,the budget forair
monitoringis $1.95mil­
lion.Inaccurate air data
canaffect agencydeci­
sionson whetherto issue
air pollutionalerts or
whether topermit new
andexpanding industries,
agency officials said.
Other financialchal­

lengesDHEC outlined
include:
AAbandonedgold

mines. The agencyre­
quested$450,000 tohelp

stabilize contaminated
goldmines that threaten
topollute the surrounding
environment with acid
andmetals. Twomines
are undergoing federally
funded Superfund clean­
ups.But thestate alsohas
an ongoingfinancial obli­
gation topay someof the
costs. Haley'sbudget plan
included $350,000for the
goldmine cleanupwork.
ADamsafety andagri­

culturalprograms. The
agency isseeking
$661,500 ­$595,000 of
which wouldbe forseven
extrastaffers toinspect
andoversee South Car­
olina's 2,400regulated
dams. The program now
hasfewer thanseven full­
timeworkers andhas, for
years,been classified by
damsafety experts as one
of themost poorly funded
programsinthe country.
LastOctober's devastating
floodexposed problems
with the program when
dozens of damsfailed
across thestate. Haley's
budget alsoincluded
$661,500,records show.
A Laboratories. The

agency isseeking about
$1.5 million tobeef up
laboratoriesthat test sam­
ples the agencycollects
for pollution. Itsaid de­
partment labs"have
lackednecessary invest­
ments for over adecade
and(are) nowunable to
reliably, securely and
efficiently provide the
requiredtechnology/
laboratoryservices." Ha­
ley included $1.1million

for labsinher budget.
A Underground storage

tanks.The agency request­
ed $291,000toremove
underground storage
tanks.Gasoline andoil
that leakfrom thetanks
are amongthe primary
sources of groundwater
pollution inSouthCar­
olina.In thepast, DHEC
hasmade fundingtohelp
cleanuptank leaksalow
priority. Haley's budget
also included the
$291,000.
Inaddition toDHEC's

budget planfor thefiscal
year startingJuly 1,the
agency alsosupports a
request byadministrators
of aclosed toxic waste
dumpon LakeMarion for
another$5million to help
improve the site sothat it
won'tleak pollution.State
taxpayers already spend
about $4 million annually
tomanage thesite.
DHEC'sstate budget

request for thefiscal year
that begins July 1 is$142.4
million,including the$35
million increase. The
agency noted that ifthe
full amountis approved,
DHEC's"base statebud­
get would stillbeapproxi­
mately$27million less
thaninfiscal year 2008."
The request also in­

cludes money for health
programs, including
$500,000for infectious
disease epidemiology,
$1.75 million fortuber­
culosis control and$1.8
million for nursessalaries.
The agency alsowants

$11.2 millionfor a data
center.
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Politics
of rage
Voter anger
toward
Washington
colors
presidential
campaign

BY LESLEY CLARK, ANITA KUMAR
AND MARIA RECIO
McClatchy Newspapers
MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA

Craig Ziemke has votedfor Demo­
crats all hislife, including twice for
President Barack Obama.Notthis
year.
"The wholecountry is going to

hell," the retiredfactory worker said
in ahighschool gymnasiumwhile
waiting for Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump toarrive.
Ziemke's fury isdeep:Roads and
bridges acrossthe country arefalling
apart, jobs arescarce andthe U.S.
border iswide open, hesaid.
"We're letting allthese peopleinto

the country. No oneeven knowswho
the hellthey are," hesaid."We don't
need any moreArabs. The United
States …is justadumping ground for
everyone."
Ziemke plans tocaucusfor a Re­

publican on Monday ­andprobably
for Trump, "theonly onewith
brains,"he said.

If Obama's 2008campaign inIowa
and beyonddefined the electionas
oneof "hopeand change,"this year's
maywell bedescribed as thepolitics
of rage ­evident inbothparties.
In interviews,dozens of Iowa vot­

ers inboth partiesexpress angerand
uprising astheir driving motivation.
They're fed upwith Congress.
They're madabout stagnantwages,
companies sendingjobs overseas and
terrorists sneakinginacross the bor­
der.
The rage isdriving thecampaigns

of the "outsiders."ForRepublicans,
that's the bombasticTrump andhis
chief rival,Sen. Ted Cruz ofTexas.
Trump rallies canbeboisterous,

with the audienceturning onheck­
lers as Trumpurges securityto"get
'em thehell outof here." News cam­
eras captured severalwhite men in
November apparentlykicking and
punching a Black LivesMatter

protester ataTrump event.InVer­
montinJanuary, Trump calledon his
securityguards to"confiscate" a
protester's coat. "Youknowit's about
10 degrees belowzerooutside,"he
said from thestage. "Youcan keep
his coat.Tell himwe'll sendit tohim
inacouple ofweeks."
On the Democratic side,the dis­

contentfuels the insurgentcampaign
of Sen. BernieSanders, theindepend­
ent fromVermont whovows apoliti­
cal revolution tofixwhat hesays is a
system skewed tofavor therich.
"I pleadguilty. Iam angry," Sand­

ers recentlytold an audienceinMa­
quoketa, Iowa,pushing back against
former PresidentBill Clinton's cri­
tique that votersneed "notanger, but
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ANGER
answers."
"Iam angry andmillions of

Americans areangry," Sanders
said."We areangry that our
peopleare working longer
hoursfor lower wages. Weare
angrythat our criminal­justice
system isbroken. And we're
angrythat we haveacorrupt
campaign­finance systemthat
allows billionairestobuy elec­
tions."
Thatappeal resonates with

votersfurious over therole of
money inpolitics:"I can'teven
stand it,when I hearhow much
money they'reall willingto
spend torun foroffice, but not
provide day care for children,"
said Monica McCarthy, waiting
inaunion hallinDes Moines to
hearSanders speak. "It'sall

richguyswho wanttotake over
this country givingtootherrich
guystohelp the rich."
The irate discontent showsin

polls:More than6in10 people
say allor most Americansare
angrywith Washington, accord­
ingtoarecent Monmouth Uni­
versitysurvey.
Republicans aremore likely

thanindependents or Demo­
crats tosaythe majority of their
fellow citizensare teedoffat
their government.
And it'snot justaimed at

Washington.
Yet, ifAmericans agree their

elected officialsmake them
furious, they're divided onthe
cure: Fiftypercentsay elected
officialswho arenot willingto
compromise are the causeof

the problem, while40percent
say elected officialswhodon't
stand upfor their principles are
toblame.
"We havereachedthe point

wheremany feelthat the oppo­
site side of thepolitical aisle
posesan existentialthreat to
the country itself,"said Patrick
Murray, director ofthe Mon­
mouth Polling Institute inWest
Long Branch, N.J."It is not
clearhow Washingtoncan be
fixedwhen Republicans and
Democrats don'teven agree on
what theproblem is."
The angerhas prompted a

look outside of politics­way
outside. Previously, hesaid, it
was governors whowere con­
sidered "outsider"candidates
for thepresidential nomination.
Now outsidershavescarcely

any political experience.
"Ourpolitics havechanged,"

Miringoff said."... There's a
growing mistrust ofinstitu­
tions," including government,
the healthcare system, media
andpollsters.
The fury worriesestablish­

ment Republicans. SouthCar­
olinaGov.Nikki Haley warned
fellow Republicansagainst
following "thesirencall of the
angriest voices" whenshe de­
livered the party's response to
Obama's Stateof theUnion
address inJanuary.
Shedidn't name Trump.But

hehappily brushedoffthe re­
buke later,sayinghe was"very
angrybecause our country is
being runhorribly" andwould
"gladly acceptthe mantle of
anger."

MIC SMITH AP

Trump supporterrebukesaprotester
ataDecemberrally inMount Pleasant.
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ROSS D. FRANKLINAP

Supportersof RepublicanpresidentialcandidateDonald Trumpargue withimmigrationrightsprotesterswho attempted
tointerruptTrump ashe was speakingbeforeacrowdof3,500onJuly11inPhoenix.

CHARLES KRUPAAP

Aprotesteryellsas she is escortedby securityoutofthe audience
during anaddress byDonald TrumpinVermont earlierthismonth.
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Volunteers to rebuild Conway home
destroyed by October flood
BY ANGELA NICHOLAS

For The Sun News

A Conway family that lost
their home during October's
historic statewide flood will

get a new one in February
thanks to a local mission

group and a grant from the
One SC Flood Relief Fund.
Built in 1919, the house

where 51­year­old S.C. DOT
trade specialist Archie Sim­
mons lived with his disabled
mother and sister was razed

recently to make room for
new construction.

"We lost our home," Sim­

mons said, "and everything
in it."
He said he had returned

on clear roads from a 12­

hour workday. He had been
napping for about an hour
when his mother started

shaking him to get up. He
said the floodwaters rose so

quickly the family had to

hurry to get out. Flood­
waters had already covered
the yard and the road.
Four feet of water sat­

urated the house for more

than two weeks during the
record storm that killed 17
people and prompted Gov.
Nikki Haley to declare a
state of emergency. Irrepa­
rable damage left the Sim­

mons family homeless.
The family's dire situation

came to the attention of

Todd Wood, resort mis­
sionary with IMPACT Minis­
tries, who worked to obtain
$25,000 from the flood
fund set up under the um­
brella of the Central Car­

olina Community Founda­

tion. The money is being
used to assist three Horry
County families who suf­
fered flood damage, he said.
Much of the funding, along
with community donations
of time and materials and
$14,000 from FEMA, is
designated to rebuild the
Simmons home.
Wood said IMPACT Min­

istries worked with Horry
County Emergency Manage­
ment and VOAD (Volunteer
Organizations Active in
Disaster) to provide disaster
response to help families
whose homes were damaged
by water and mud. From

SEE VOLUNTEERS, 2C

Floodwaters rose so rapidly the family had to rush to evacuate

IMPACT Ministries has worked to provide disaster response to help families whose homes
were damaged by water and mud

The 51­year­old Simmons lives with his disabled mother and sister

FROMPAGE1C

VOLUNTEERS
October through November,
174Horry Countyhomes
were "muddedout" and
repaired byvolunteer labor­
ers that included Mennonite
crewsfrom outof state.
The three most damaged

homes,which includes the
Simmonshome plus ahouse

offHighway 90 andonein
ForestBrook, needed addi­
tionalhelp. Withthe aid of
theflood relieffund twoof
themhave been repaired.
The Simmons home,howev­
er, wastoodamaged to
save, Wood said.
"We tookateaminto

mud the house out, but
there was justnothingleft to
save," Wood said."With
two ofthe three family
members disabled, Iknew
we had tostepinand help
them get anew home."
Wood said the home will

be rebuiltfromthe ground

up usingvolunteer labor.
Greg McFarlandof PMH
Architects donated histime
tothe missionprojectpre­
paring house plansreworked
from aprevious IMPACT
Ministries buildinMyrtle
Beach. The plans arefor a
1,000­square­foot home to
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be raised9feet offthe
ground duetoitsproximity
tothe lake.
"Raising the househigh

enough tobesafefrom
future flooding posed a
problem for Archie's dis­
abled momand sister,"
Wood said.To addressthat
problem, Seaside Elevators
of LittleRiver hassteppedin
toinstall an elevator.
Other donorsinclude

Ashleigh Weatherlyof Kyzer
&Timmerman Structural
Engineerswho donated
structural plans andLowe's,
which hasdonated cabinets.
Through apartnership with
Catholic Charities,all new
furniturewill beprovided
throughthe organization's
"House inaBox"program.

While the AmericanRed
Crossstepped intohelp the
family with someimmediate
needs afterthe flooding, the
Salvation Armyhas provided
$1,500 tobeused forthe
purchase ofbuilding materi­
als, Wood said.
"We'll have tons of people

like thisdonating everything
fromport­a­johns toplumb­
ingtoelectrical," Wood
said.
A manfromNorth Car­

olinabroughthis bobcat
downrecently tohelp tear
downwhat was left ofthe
house. Simmonssaid the
house wasguttedin four
hoursandhe tooksome
timeoff work tohelpout by
burning thedebris.
Everything ison hold until

site work ­which includes
bringing inloadsofdirt to
levelthe ground­can be
completed. Wood antici­
patesthe buildwill beginthe
thirdor fourthweek ofFeb­
ruaryandwill take two
weeks.He alreadyhas a
group ofcollege students
scheduledthe last weekof
February tohelp with paint­
ing,landscaping andthe
movein, butother volun­
teersareneeded.
Simmonssaid his family is

gratefulfor the helpand
feelsespecially blessed to
have Wood andIMPACT
Ministrieslooking outfor
them.
"The goodLord always

looks out for hischildren
and I believe hesent us

Todd tobeourguardian
angel," Simmonssaid.
While he looks forwardto

returning tothe land his
family has calledhome for
decades, hesaid the loss of
the house was especially
devastating because his
father died suddenlyof a
heart problem only17
months ago.One of thefew
items the family recovered
from thewater soaked home
was aseverely damaged and
irreplaceable family photo
with his dadpartially visible.
To donate tothe project

or tovolunteer, contact
Woodat(843)254­7777or
email todd@impactmb.org

Angela Nicholas canbe
reached at
aknicholas28@gmail.com.
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Environmentalprogramssuffer
asDHECscrambles for funds
...........................................................

$35millionbudget increase
floorssomelawmakers
...........................................................

DHECsaysimprovements

neededafteryearsofcuts
...........................................................

Pinewoodsiteneeds
another$5million
...........................................................

BY SAMMYFRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com
COLUMBIA, SC
Sputtering air monitors,

leaking underground storage
tanks, acid­draining mines
andpoorly regulated dams
are amongthe problems
that stateenvironmental
officialssay they mustad­
dressafter years of financial
neglect.
Manybasic environmental

programs people dependon
toprotect theair they
breatheand the water they
swiminneed an infusionof
cash,according totheS.C.
Department of Health and
Environmental Control.
Since last fall, agency

director CatherineHeigel
hasbeen urging statebudget
writersto providethe re­
sources shebelieves her
staff needstoperform its
duties. This pastweek, she
told aHouse Waysand
Meanssubcommittee her
agency can'tprovide many
basic serviceswithout more
money.
"Thefirst responsibility

lies with me,tomake sure
youeven knowwhat hasnot
been done,"said Heigel,
who became DHEC director
last summer.
DHEC,one ofthe state's

largestagencies, askedthe
Legislature for an extra$35
million inthe nextfiscal
year tobringmany envi­
ronmental andhealth pro­
gramsback toabasiclevel
of service.The department's
overall statebudget is$106
million,down sharply from

the levelsof nearlyadecade
ago.
Somelawmakers say

DHEC'sbudget request is a
whopper that couldbediffi­
cult toapprove inayear
with manyother statewide
needs, ranging fromimprov­
ingroads toaddressing
unexpectedexpenses from
last fall's devastatingfloods.
ButRep. Murrell Smith,

who chairs theWays and
Meanssubcommittee, said
pastbudget cuts have hurt
the stateagency –and
DHEC needsmore revenue.
"It'swhat happens when

we cutagencies andreduce
inspectors that are incharge
of ourpublichealth," Smith,
R­Sumter, said last week.
"We've gotdifficultchoices.
I guess it would beniceif we
had knownabout thisyears
ahead oftime."
Partof today'sfinancial

challengedates tothe Great
Recession that beganlate in
2008. Atthetime, former
DHEC directorEarlHunter
andhis staff struggledwith
dwindling staterevenues. At
onepoint inthe pastdecade,
statelawmakers allocated as
littleas $83 million to
DHEC. Someprograms,
suchas damsafety, sus­
tained deepreductions,
formerdam officialshave
said.
Critics, includingstate

Sen.Joel Lourie, D­Rich­
land, also blameDHEC for
later refusing tofund pro­

gramsin thename ofgov­
ernment efficiency,when
the department's actions
were reallyfor political
reasons.One of themain
efforts byprevious director
Catherine Templeton was
making theagency more
efficient.
Templeton said Friday her

efficiency effort saved the
agency money,but didn't
hurtprograms criticaltothe
environmentor public
health.Instead, shedidn't
seekbig budgetincreases
because they weren't need­
edat thetime, Templeton
said.
Heigel,aformerDuke

Energy executive,was
named DHECchief after
Templeton quit in2015.
While Heigel isdrawing
goodmarksfrom manyfor
thework she hasdone at
DHEC sofar, not everyone
issureDHEC needs the $35
million.
S.C. Sen.LeeBright, R­

Spartanburg, said state
agencieshave a tendency to
seekbig budgetincreases in
yearswhen state revenues
arehigh, suchas they are
now.
"The'sooey call'goes out,

andeverybody comes run­
ningto thetrough," Bright
said.
Gov. NikkiHaley doesn't

thinkDHEC needs$35
million inextramoney next
year,but shedid include
nearly$18million innew

fundingfor the agencyin
herexecutive budget recent­
ly,recordsshow.
Her office said that as

with any budget, thegover­
normust make decisions
basedon priorities. Howev­
er,Haley recommended
fundingthe agency'stop
priorities,including im­
provementinthe dam safety
program,the governor's
office said.
Oneof the chiefincreases

inspendingsought by
DHEC isfor water quality
monitoring.
The $945,000DHEC

asked forwould help the
agencybegin testing many
creeksandrivers monthly
forpollution, asthe agency
oncedid beforebudget cuts
ateaway at theprogram.
The increasewould allow
DHEC tohire16additional
staffers tobolster itsexisting
staff of 23. Haleyhas pro­
posed $201,250, whichthe
agency says wouldallow
DHEC tohire three addi­
tional staff members.
Congaree Riverkeeper Bill

Stangler and Charleston
Waterkeeper Andrew Wun­
derley said DHEC needs
every penny it canget for
the program. Theirorgani­
zations are testing water in
some areasbecause DHEC's
program isso threadbare,
they said.
"We are essentiallydoing

the state's job,"Wunderley
said."The state, inaperfect
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world, would not have a
need for us. Butthe problem
is that samplingis so under­
funded andundersupported
by theLegislature and the
governor's office that there
is ahuge need forgroups
like us tostepinand fillthat
gap.''
Thisyear, DHEC'soverall

water quality monitoring
budget is $1.4 million. A
decade ago, thebudget was
$2.5 million.
Wunderley said siteshis

group tests atShem Creek in
Mt. Pleasantindicate water
quality is less safefor swim­
ming than DHEC's limited
testing indicates.
Monitoring theair for

pollution is anotherprogram
DHEC has said needsa
financial boost.The agency
asked for $464,000 tohelp
fix or replace agingmonitor­
ing equipment. Thatequip­
ment is increasingly prone
to errorsthat canprovide
inaccurate air pollution
readings, Heigel said.Haley
did not propose moneyfor
air quality monitoring, ac­
cording toabudgetsheet
provided byDHEC tothe
House WaysandMeans
Committee.

Overall, the agencyneeds
toreplace 98monitors,
samplers andotherequip­
ment inthe nextseven
years. In2006, theoverall
air monitoringbudget was
$2.3million. Today, the
budget forair monitoringis
$1.95million. Inaccurate air
datacan affect agencydeci­
sions onwhetherto issue air
pollution alertsor whether
topermit new and expand­
ingindustries, agencyoffi­
cialssaid.
Other financial challenges

DHEC outlinedinclude:
AAbandonedgold mines.

The agency requested
$450,000tohelp stabilize
contaminated goldmines
that threaten topollute the
surrounding environment
with acidand metals.Two
minesare undergoing feder­
allyfunded Superfund
cleanups.Butthe statealso
hasan ongoingfinancial
obligationto pay someof
thecosts. Haley's budget
planincluded $350,000for
thegold minecleanup work.
ADam safety andagricul­

turalprograms.The agency
isseeking $661,500­
$595,000, ofwhich would
befor seven extrastaffers to
inspectand oversee South

Carolina's 2,400regulated
dams.The programnow has
fewerthan seven full­time
workersandhas, for years,
beenclassified bydam safe­
ty experts asoneof the most
poorlyfunded programs in
thecountry. LastOctober's
devastatingfloodexposed
problemswith the program
when dozens of dams failed
across the state.Haley's
budget also included
$661,500, recordsshow.
A Laboratories.The agen­

cy isseeking about $1.5
million to beef uplaborato­
ries that test samplesthe
agency collectsfor pollution.
It said departmentlabs
"have lacked necessary
investments for over ade­
cade and(are) nowunable
to reliably, securelyand
efficiently provide the re­
quired technology/lab­
oratory services." Haley
included $1.1 million for
labs inherbudget.
A Undergroundstorage

tanks. The agencyrequested
$291,000to removeunder­
ground storagetanks. Gaso­
line andoil that leakfrom
the tanks areamong the
primary sources of ground­
water pollution inSouth
Carolina. Inthe past, DHEC

has madefunding tohelp
cleanup tankleaksalow
priority. Haley'sbudget also
included the $291,000.
In additionto DHEC's

budget planfor the fiscal
year startingJuly 1,the
agency also supports are­
quest by administratorsof a
closed toxicwaste dump on
Lake Marion for another$5
million to helpimprove the
site so that it won't leak
pollution. State taxpayers
already spend about $4
million annually tomanage
the site.
DHEC's statebudget

request for the fiscal year
that begins July 1 is $142.4
million, includingthe $35
million increase. The agency
noted that ifthe fullamount
is approved, DHEC's"base
state budgetwould stillbe
approximately $27million
less than infiscal year
2008."
The request also includes

money for healthprograms,
including $500,000for
infectious disease epide­
miology, $1.75million for
tuberculosis control and$1.8
million for nurses salaries.
The agency also wants

$11.2 million for adatacen­
ter.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

BariteHillisan abandonedgold mineinMcCormickCountythat isleakingaciddraining water. Itisundergoingafederal
Superfund cleanup.
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Investing in colleges
is investing in South
Carolina's future
GLENN MCCONNELL

Guest Columnist

Higher education
is critical to

South Carolina,
and I want to

commend The State for

taking that topic head on in
its thorough assessment of
Gov. Nikki Haley's sixth
State of the State address
("A few corrections on the
State of the State,"
Wednesday). While there
was much to admire in

Gov. Haley's speech, espe­
cially regarding her support
of K­12 education and her
words of comfort to Char­
leston's Mother Emanuel
congregation and the
state's flood victims, the
governor is off base in
calling our public college
and university system
"bloated."
I invite the governor to

take a tour of the four­year
comprehensive colleges
and targeted research
universities, like the Col­
lege of Charleston, before
making such a misin­
formed assertion about

"bloat," especially in terms
of our state's facilities
needs. I think she would

come away with a much
different impression after
seeing firsthand how many
of the state's institutions
are making do with out­
dated, inadequate build­

ings. And she would cer­
tainly have a much differ­
ent opinion if she saw the
deferred maintenance lists

that each institution jug­
gles and struggles with.
In her speech, Gov. Ha­

ley said higher education
does not "represent our
greatest need" and then
painted a one­sided picture
of Wall Street­like excess:

"high­rise dorms, sparkling
new graduate centers and
world­class administrative

buildings."
That is not the reality I

see. At the College of Char­
leston, our facilities needs
are not outrageous or lav­
ish. We have structures
that are centuries old and

require constant upkeep.
We have several classroom

buildings that were in­
tended for a much smaller

student body and are dete­
riorating more quickly
because of greater use. And
we need help in repurpos­
ing several academic build­
ings in order for us to pro­
vide the best student expe­
rience possible. We're not
trying to be the darling of

developers; rather, we are
the champions of practical­
ity and reuse. That's not
extravagance; that's simply
pragmatic.

The College of Char­
leston does not have a

traditional college campus;
ours is woven into the

historic neighborhoods of
the Charleston peninsula.
Of our roughly 150 build­
ings, 85 are more than 100
years old and several are
more than 200 years old.
Without a doubt, we are
the largest historic preser­
vationist in Charleston.

And that's saying some­
thing when you consider
that Charleston is interna­

tionally renowned for pre­
serving and protecting its
history and buildings.
These structures require
considerable maintenance,
some of which is regulated
by the Board of Architectu­
ral Review because we are
located in Charleston's
Historic District.

Unfortunately, Gov.
Haley's argument makes it
sound like an either­or
scenario: Either we invest

in higher education, or we
invest in K­12.1, like many
university presidents, dis­
agree with that notion: We
must invest in both. And
we can invest in both

through a bond bill. We, as
a state, have the capacity to
do this without great fi­
nancial sacrifice.

I do agree with Gov.

Haley that the state's uni­
versities and colleges can­
not simply pass on the
expense of upkeep to the
parents and students
through tuition and fees.
The maintenance of our

state's buildings is the
responsibility of our state
government. In fact, it is a
vital part of its public mis­
sion. A bond bill helps
address that need, and
does it in a fiscally respon­
sible way.
Whether we want to

admit it or not, we are in an
intellectual arms race.

Georgia and North Car­
olina are investing more
heavily in their education
systems because they see
how that investment not

only attracts industry, but
keeps industry and ulti­
mately supports the quality
of life for all of their citi­
zens. By acting now on a
bond bill — when it makes
the most economic sense —
we avoid a brain drain and
instead create a sustainable

brain gain for our state.

Mr. McConnell, a former
lieutenant governor and
Senate president pro
tempore, is president of the
College of Charleston;
contact him at

president@cofc.edu.
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ELECTIONS 2016

How
Trump
keeps
SC lead
Front­runnerhas tappedintoangerof GOP
voterswithbravado

SCsupporters likehowTrumpcrosseslines
othercandidateswon't

Controversialcommentsdon't hurthim

BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
The Donald Trump show isworking in

South Carolina.
Fueled byhis feisty personalityandstoked

by voterangerover politicsas usual, the
New Yorkbillionaire hasled S.C. presiden­
tial polls forsix months.
Most political experts inthe

early primary statedid not
think Trump's lead would last
six weeks.
Trump started his campaign

by calling Mexican immi­
grants rapists andmurderers,
and sayingU.S. Sen. John
McCain, aformer Republican
presidential nominee, wasnot ahero for
being a Vietnam Warprisoner of war.
"I couldnot get myjawoff thefloor,"

former S.C. GOP chairman KatonDawson
said. "Youcannotdothat in modern­day
politics. I said,'He's committing political
suicide.' "

Instead, Trump's poll numbersshot upin
South Carolina, which holdsthe South's first
GOP primary onFeb. 20.
Trump's numbers have stayedat the top

despite calling a cablenewsanchor abimbo,
suggesting atemporary banon Muslims

SEE TRUMP,7A

ONLINE

Atthestate.com:Avideo look insidelast week's Donald
Trump rally inLexington County

MOREINSIDE

S.C.GOP Partyleaders givetheir takeonwhat a Trump or
Cruzwinin the Palmetto Statewill meanto the party,7A

How Iowa, S.C. GOPvoters are alike anddifferent, 7A

The1984 campaignwas aboutMorning in America.The1992
editionwasabout The Economy,Stupid. In2008,the theme
was Hope.Now comes2016,the Days ofRage. 9A
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TRUMP
enteringthe country and
claimingfalsely that heis self­
financing hiscampaign, when
hehas received$5.8million in
contributions throughOctober.
"He's broken allthe rulesand

paidnone of thecosts," said
Barry Wynn, anotherformer
S.C. Republican chairman.
The voterswho come bythe

thousandsto Trump's rallies
across SouthCarolina don't
care.
As they listentorock anthems

andshow tunes blared aheadof
Trump's appearances, those
supporters areangry enoughat
government,and tiredenough
about what they seeas political
correctness, toproclaimTrump
as thecandidate who canfix the
country,citing thesmarts that
madehim a householdname as
areal estatedeveloper andreal­
ity television star.
"Everyonestretches the

truth," said TeriWatts, a52­
year­oldLexington restaurant
manager at aTrump rallyon
Harmon's TreeFarmnearGil­
bert last week."There's not one
person whodoes notdo that."

'CONFIDENCE IS
ATTRACTIVE'
Trump's anti­politician rheto­

richas workedacross thecoun­
tryas voting inthe2016elec­
tion gets underway Monday in
Iowa.
Trump leads pollsinIowa and

New Hampshire,the second
statetovote.
InSouth Carolina­the third

stateinthe GOP primary lineup,
astate wheretea party­backed
politicians havefound success­
the thrice­married, one­time
abortion­rights­supporting
Trump istops among votersof
all agegroups andpolitical pref­
erences, including evangelicals.
Trump supporters saythey

don't wantthe RepublicanParty
pushing anotherestablishment

candidate, like formerMas­
sachusetts Gov.Mitt Romney,
who failedto beatDemocratic
PresidentBarack Obama in
2012.
"If(Romney) had Trump's

attitude, hewould havewiped
themall over theplace," Ed
Bakay, aretired small business
ownerfrom McCormick,said
whilewaiting tohear Trumpfor
athird timelast week.
Trump's S.C. supporters say

they likehow Trump talksto
them.
During hourlong monologues

that can veerfromhow well he
is polling tohowhe isthe best
hope ofmilitary veterans for
help tohowmuch hethinks of
hisfamily, Trump speaks likehe
is holdingcourt at aThanks­
givingtable or around aback­
yardgrill.
"Hecomes across with confi­

dence,and confidence is attrac­
tive,"said RichardQuinn,a
longtimeS.C. political consul­
tant.
Trump's blunt, straight talk ­

andfame ­excite the crowds,
who wait hours toget into his
rallies,more likeconcerts than
the politelectures at othercan­
didates'events.
"It'sdown toaleveltowhere

I say, 'Iget it,' "said Carolyn
Caughman,a65­year­old gov­
ernment retireefromElgin,who
attended hersixthTrump rally
last week."People here are
saying, 'Thisman is strong,says
we're going tofix this.We be­
lievehim, andhe's ourlast
hope.'"
Trump supporters findcom­

fortinhis lack ofpolitical cor­
rectness, which shockedstate
political watchers until hislead
continued into2016.
Trump's combative cam­

paigning has turnedoffthe
state's topRepublican,
Gov.Nikki Haley. Buthiscaus­
tic commentsdidnot prevent

Trump fromwinningthe
endorsementlast week froma
longtimemember ofthe
state's GOP establishment,
Lt.Gov.Henry McMaster, a
formerstate partychairman
who said heappreciated the
front­runner's honesty.
Former S.C. partychairman

Dawson putsTrump's chances
of winningthe S.C.primary and
the GOP'snominationat better
than50percent.
"We thoughtthere was no

way hecouldoffendthat many
people andwinthe nomina­
tion," hesaid."Andwe were
wrong."

POLITICAL P.T.BARNUM?
Trump's populist appeal has

led tocomparisonswith Ronald
Reagan, a formeractor whose
communication skills andcon­
nection with votersrevolution­
izedthe GOP after hisWhite
House winin1980.Thatwas
the same yearSouth Carolina
cemented its status asan impor­
tant earlyprimary state bygiv­
ingReagan hisfirstlarge­
margin win.
"The wayIhearpeople talk

about (Trump is), 'I'mconnect­
ed tohim because I thinkhe's
real, genuine,' "former S.C.
GOP chairwomanKaren Floyd
said.The candidate morepeople
identify with has"more of a
chance,thannot, (to be) elected
president."
Shannon Bowen, apublic

relations expert whoteachesat
the University ofSouth Car­
olina, said Trump hassome­
thingin common withfamed
circusowner P.T.Barnum.
Barnum would doandsay

anything toget people tocome
tohis shows­fromclaiming
falsely tohavethebiggest man
inthe worldat his circusto
writing letters tonewspapers
under assumed names com­
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plainingabout his ownevents,
shesaid.
"There wasnosuch thingas

bad publicity,"Bowensaid.
Trump's controversial state­

ments havethe same effect.
They drawhuge crowds, in­

cluding protesterswho disrupt
his rallies.And the mediaspace
spent covering Trump's contro­
versial comments­such as
sayinghis supporters wouldnot
abandon him even ifheshot
people onFifth Avenue­is
spacethat's not goingtohis
competitors, Bowensaid.
"People saythey can't agree

with him ­andthey can'tlook
away," shesaid.
Bowenexpects Trumpwill

temper his commentsifhe wins
the GOP nomination.But, for
now, shethinks mostvoters
understand Trumpneeds to
deliver a bravado­laced, rough­
edged messagetoreach his
goal.
"Mostpeople wholisten don't

take everythinghe issaying as
fact,"she said."It'sall partof
the show."
S.C. GOP consultantQuinn

said Trump deservescredit for
correctly reading theangerof
Republican electorate,including
many Palmetto Statevoters.
Quinn recalledhow famed

S.C. political consultant Lee
Atwater said the secretinpoli­
tics was"to knowwhat was
obvious justalittlebefore every­
oneknew it was obvious."
"It'shard not tobeinawe.

Trump seemstostrivetobe
politicallyincorrect, andthe
GOP baselaps it up,"said
Quinn,who isworking for a
pro­Jeb Bushpresidential politi­
cal action committee. "He hasa
gut understanding ofthe culture
of 2015­16more thananyone in
the race."
Butreality willhit soon for

Trump, some political watchers
predict.
Oncethe now­12­candidate

GOP field narrows,an anti­
Trump candidate whois gather­
ingconvention delegatescould

attract$100 million incontribu­
tions for asupportive political
action committee, said Wynn,
an S.C. co­chair ofBush'scam­
paign.
And with onlytwoor three

candidates remaining, Trump
will havetobecomemore se­
rious onissues,providing the
details that punditshave said he
thusfar haslacked.
"Youcan't runit all onshow­

biz star appeal allof the time,"
Wynnsaid.

UNIQUE VOICE IN2016
Fornow, however, showbiz is

working forTrump.
"He's resonatingbecause he

doesn't soundlikeconsultants,
strategistsand pollsters are
behind him writing hiscom­
ments or whispering inhisear,"
USC's Bowensaid. "Hedoesn't
soundlike everybody else."
Trump's unscripted moments

come acrossas authentic, form­
er S.C. GOPchairwoman Floyd
said.
"Ithink he's morescripted

thanpeople givehim the benefit
for," shesaid. "He knowsthe
artof entertainment.From the
secondyou goto oneofhis
eventsand hear(the song),
'We're not goingto takeit' –
that's sowell­scripted and pow­
erful."
Whenthe presidential race

began formallylast year,Daw­
sonthought candidates ­in­
cluding theone hesupported,
former TexasGov.Rick Perry ­
couldstart thoughtful conversa­
tions aboutways tofixWashing­
ton.
Perry dropped outand the

remaininghopefuls, insisting on
talking traditionalpolicy issues,
are fumblingas they trytode­
termine howtohandleTrump's
popularity.
"We'rehaving emotional

conversationsinstead,"Dawson
said. "This hit avein. Sausage
making isnot interesting to
voters.We'll see ifTrump isa
movement or amoment."
Whetherit's partof hisact or

not, Trump backers oftensay
they likethat the candidate
speaks out onunpopular sub­
jects, suchas deporting un­
documentedimmigrants. His
willingness tospeak directlyis
what bringsoutthe crowds.
"Italk like that,too. He says

what'son hismind, howhe
feels, direct tothe point,"said
Watts, therestaurant manager.
"When heopens hismouth,
everybody stops tolisten to
what hehasto say."
They listen because Trump

hastapped intothe frustrations
of whiteChristian voters, who
feellike their voicesare nolong­
er heard.
"It'slike hereally says what

we reallyfeel ­angryat how
bad theeconomy andevery­
thing hastranspired intheUnit­
ed States, bordersecurity," said
Caughman, thegovernment
retiree."I justfeellike every­
thing isgoing down thedrain."

BLAME OBAMA
Trump's supporters say the

country's problemsstem from
Obama­fromhishealth care
insurance overhaul tohisfailure
tocontain ISISand terrorist
threats.
Other GOPWhite House

hopefulsalso complain about
the president's record, but they
havebeen drownedout byvot­
ers whoprefer candidates,like
Trump, who havenever held
elected office.
"Maybe the legacyof Barack

Obamais that hedrove the
Republican Partycrazy," said
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, the
Seneca Republicanwho is back­
ingBush after dropping outof
the GOP race forpresident last
month.
Trump's legacy inSouthCar­

olinamight becreatinganew
broad coalition ofRepublican
voters, who oncewere counted
ontoelect governors likeCar­
roll Campbelland senators like
Jim DeMint, Wynnsaid.
"There's nothingwrong with

that,"hesaid. "Itcreates anew
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energy andnew excitement."
Trump iswinning acrossthe

spectrum of S.C. Republican
voters, pollsshow.
He is topswith conservatives,

moderatesand independents.
He is winningamong menand
women andall agegroups. He is
the favorite oftea party support­
ers andfoes.
InSouth Carolina, evangel­

icalsaccount for roughly6in10
GOP voters­avoting bloc
wooed eachpresidential elec­
tion cycle.
Newt Gingrich, who wonthe

2012 S.C. Republican primary
over Romney, led with evangel­
icals, asdid Mike Huckabee,
who nearlybeatMcCain inthe
PalmettoState in2008.
Thisyear,U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz,

a conservativeTexasRepublican
running secondtoTrump inthe
polls, is countingonthose reli­
gious voters.
Butit is Trump, who hasbeen

married three timesand said he
hasnot asked God forforgive­
ness, whois winningamong S.C.
evangelicals ­much tothe
surprise of statereligious lead­
ers.
Kevin Baird, aCharleston

pastor andformer directorof
the S.C. PastorsAlliance, said
Trump hascaused afracture
among evangelicals.
Bairdsaid that, inhis opinion,

Trump hasnot doneenough to
provehis religious credentials
despite talking about theBible
and hisfaith atrallies.
"I thinkit'satacticaland

strategicmove," said Baird,who
is leaningtoward Cruz, but has
not endorsedacandidate."No
oneis expecting perfection.But
I'm not sure aman whodrops
profanity easily andtoutshis
sexualpromiscuity, which pop­
ular culture mayvenerate,can
say heis aChristian leader."
Trump also isleading inan­

other state withalarge bloc of
evangelicals ­Iowa.
Grahampredicts that if

Trump winsthe Iowa caucuses,
hewill take SouthCarolina. But
the senator alsothinks S.C.
voters willdeliver a clearanti­
Trump candidate whocan win
GOP support movingforward in
the primaries.
"We couldcreatean alterna­

tive," Grahamsaid.
South Carolinahasahistory

of picking the GOP'spresi­
dential nominee, failing todoso
justonce over the pastthree
decades ­in2012,when Gin­
grichwon.
Floyd expects SouthCarolina

again topick theparty's nomi­
nee, evenif it'sTrump.
"I thinkthere'sareasonfor

everything," shesaid.

AndrewShain: 803­771­8619,
@AndyShain

Iowa vs.SC
How likelyRepublicancaucus and
primaryvotersinIowa,who vote
Monday,andSouthCarolina, who
voteFeb.20, compareinsomekey

areas,accordingtorecent polls:

Similar concernson issues:S.C.
andIowa voters share worries
about nationalsecurity and
terrorism. Butthe economy,
churningwitharoughstartof
the year in thestockmarket,and
the electability of a GOP
candidate inNovember have
crept to thetopof recent pollsin
importance.

Differingevangelicalfavorites:
Very religious votersaccount for
about 60 percent of GOPvoters
in bothstates,though theymake
upasmaller portion of the U.S.
population.U.S. Sen.TedCruzof
Texas, consideredthe
conventional choicefor religious
votersamong thetwo
front­runners, hasled most
recentpolls of Iowa evangelicals.
But DonaldTrumpis thetop
choice of S.C.evangelicals.

Differingexcitementamong
firsttimers:Iowaisexpecting
recordturnoutinitscaucus
Mondayduetoexcitementabout
TrumpandCruz.Arecent
NBC/WSJ/Maristpollbacksupthat
chatter.Four­in­10likelyIowaGOP
caucus­goerssaidtheywill
participateforthefirsttime.South
Carolinaisnotexpectedtodraw
asmanynewvotersonFeb.20.A
littlemorethan1­in­10likelyS.C.
voterssaidtheywillcasttheirfirst
GOPpresidentialprimaryballot.

­ANDREWSHAIN
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What if Trump or Cruz
wins theSC primary?
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Four formerS.C. Repub­
lican Partychairs and the
current chairman give their
take onwhat it would mean
tothe party ifoneof the GOP
presidential front­runners
considered political outside­
rs, NewYork billionaireDo­
nald Trump orU.S. Sen. Sen.
Ted Cruz ofTexas, winsthe
state's Feb. 20primary:
ABarry Wynn(chair,

1990­93):"It shows thenew
coalition that'sdifferent than
the coalitionthat elected
Carroll Campbell, JimDeMi­
nt, Lindsey Graham andTim
Scott. There'snothingwrong
with that. Itcreates anew
energy andnew excitement.
Sometimes these thingsself­
correct."
AKaton Dawson(chair,

2002­09):"We're upfor
grabs. Evangelicals are no
longer the monolithbloc
anymore. Our Republican
base ismore indicativeof the

rest ofthe country. This
might bethe partyfor now
on."
AKaren Floyd(chair,

2009­11):Sheexpects the
S.C. primary again topick the
GOP's nominee,as it hasall
but once since 1980."I think
there's areason forevery­
thing."
AChad Connelly(chair,

2011­13):"South Carolina will
matter for along time.Any­
body the Republicans nomi­
nate willbe better thanthe
train wreckof adisaster
(Democratic front­runner)

Hillary Clintonwill be."
AMatt Moore (chair,

2013­present):"South Car­
olina hasshown atendency
for doing the unexpectedin
the pastsix years (since elect­
ing RepublicanGov.Nikki
Haley). ... Aparty discussing
its future is agood thing.If
you're standing still,you're
going backwards."

Trump
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

DonaldTrump delivershisspeechat HarmonTree FarmnearGilbert onJan.27.
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