You Can Leamn A Lot
Riding the Bus

By Tina Varick

s | stood at a chilly bus stop
in the glow of an Estill con-
o.vemence Store at 5.30 |n
the morning, 1 silently rehearsed what
| 'wds going fa say to the weary par-
ents who soun would be starting their
14-hour daily trek to work in the re-
sort carmmunity of Hilton Head Islang.
I 'had it an good authority, the Rural
Iransit Authority in facl, that this was
perhaps the best opportunity to secure
some uninterrupted time with my vory
irmportant targat audience, My mission
was to provide information about how
they could help their children pursue a
higher education and, subsequently, a
higher quality of life,

il wccurred to me that this “rolling
parent workshop® might nat be espe-
clally welcame at this hour of the morn-
ing. My audience iikely would be sleepy,
perhaps even a bit grumpy, and 1'd be
they seemingly random lady requesting
their attenlion, trying to make them
aware of the different ways they can
suppart their children's efforts to go to
covllege.

Many of these folks are single parents
working in fowerwage jobs. They are
pressed for time and money and have
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vigble intormatian to families,

Once | got started, amid the qguiel Isten-
ers, b was rewarded (or my well-rehearsed
pilch with hesitant, sporadic demonstra-
tions of inlerest, They had questions! My
heart quirkened a5 | began to respond to
inquiries such as, "How am | guing to Ay
for college?™ *How much time shauld riy
children study each night?" “ltow da !
help my child with a subject thatl I'm not
good ar?”

As the guestions continued, | began
to relax and develop a rapport with my
dudience. Contrary to my worst fears,
| wasn'l being heckled. Many parents
recognized value in the infarmation 1
had because, regardloss ul {heir cireum-
stances, they all want whats best for
their chiftren. W ail do.

Pwent on to explain that, in addi-
tion ta workshops for parants, the SC
GEAR UP program provides services ta
students throughout the state, includ-
Ing mentaring and tutoring, acadermic
counseling, college and financial coun-
seling, professional development, cur-
Heulum improvements, and  strmer
learning programs. Furthermore, the
South Caralina Chamber provides direct
services 1o SC GFAR UP students by de-

much rnore burning day-to-day worries,  The SO GEAR UP program provides services to students traugh-  veloping volunteer business mentoring

such as pulling food an the table and out the state, including mentoring and tutoring.

paying the rent. 5o | ertainly could ax-
cuse themm if they just wanted o tip their hats forward and doze off. But
I truly haped they would listen to me.

When | accepted this posstion, | remember fesling excitement and
anticipation gt the praspect of helping so many parents and their chil-
dren. Stili, on this day, 1t occurred ta me that my title in itself, “Parert
Invotverment Coordinatar,” would be a challenge to explain. Lven today,
as | attempt Lo describe our pragram using dull terms such as “educa-
liwnal performance,” “business community,” and “parent involvement,
I often arm met with palite nods and blank stares. Because they initially
would have little idea what | was trying 1o say, | would have o dispense
with formal program descniptions and be simple and direct.

Make no rmistake. | knew what | was up AGAINSt, 50 My NErvoUsNess
was warranted. Again, | mentally rehearsed my fines:

“I'm here 10 talk about helping you and your kids make the most of
their education in South Caralina.”

“Your chitdren can go to college.

“There 15 help availablo,*

I already had decded to eliminate the part of my specch thal covered
"wgislative concerns with insipid phrases fike “student academic achieve-

L _sent,” "drop-out rates.” and "work force developmenl.” In practical ap-

plicatson, these don't fit neatly imo my presentation. Ry mission is Lo give
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and tutoring programs, business-school
supporl  partnerships, child-centered
parenl involvement activilies, and schooi-contered parent invahlement
activities.

As | drave home later that day, watching the Lowcauntry oak trees
passing by along Route 321, | was really, really tired. | tried to imagine
what it must be fike to board that bus at $:30 a.m and return long after
dark every single day - and still be a parent. But many manage to do it,
and do it weli, but not without hardship. And 1 felt a sense of price and
hope that | might be able to help them just a little bit in their mission to
raise healthy, productive, successful citizens, -

Varick is the parent involvement coordinator for
the South Carolina GEAR UP program. GEAR UP is
funded by the U.5, Department of Education and
adininistered by the 5.C. Commission an Higher
Education, in partnership with the South Carolina
Chamber of Commerce, the § C. Deportinent of
Education, the Governor's School tar Seience and
Mathomatics, and the Gavernors Schoo! of Arrs
and Humanities. Fur more information, visit wavw
SCQearup.org. '

FCOmamag nog

Ficlia s



