EXHIBIT A

Statement by Fred R. Sheheean
March 5, 1981

Members of the Commission:

Az Chairman of the Academic Affairs Committes, which criginated the
program recommendations recently overturned by the Committes on Education
and Public Works of the House of Representatives, I fesl that it is proper
to address that subjeet today, for the consideration of the Commizssion and
the taxpayers in South Carolina.

I am sure you are wondering, as are the taxpayers, whether there shall
continue to be effective coordination of the state system of higher education
in South Carclina, and whether we shall be ahle to assure the taxpayers that
their dellars are being utilized in a sound and economical fashion.

I would ke less than candid if I did net admit that the Commission's
efforta, undertaken in the case of the two-year cccupational programs at
the University, at the direction of the General Assembly, have received a
serious satback.

But I do not construs the events of Tuesday to mean that we should relax
our efforte, or that we should abandon our public service from a sense of
frustration, however understandable that may be.

We can, and we should, vigorously pursue the goals contained in the legis-
lation which ereaved the Commission, and the goals which ave contained in the
Master Plan, which was, I remind you, adopted by the entire membership of the
General Assembly less than a year age without recorded objection.

The Commizsion retains the basic powers granted to it by the CGepneral
Assembly .

It =till has and can wse its authority to recommend budgets and to review
financial proposals.

It still bhas and can use its authority to recommend to executive agencies
priorities for facilities.

It =till has and can use itz power to approve new programns, decisions
about which are not appealable.

It still has and can wse its power to recommend termination of programs,
subject to the appeals procedure which we have recently experienced.

I must say that I find the current politically-charged appeals procass,
ultimately centering on a very few people in the General Assembly -- a
majority numbering 10 persons on oene committes representing & per cent of the
legislature —-- to be unzatisfactory.

In effect, in April of 1980 we received quite explicit instructions govern-
ing review of two=year cccupational programs from the entire membership of both
bodies of the legislature, acting in concert and acting unanimously.
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Yet, we find that in implementing the directions of the full General
Assembly, we have been thwarted by only eleven pecple out of a membership
of 170 elected representatives who previously put their stamp of approwval
on the pelicies which we were implementing.

I find that to be inequitable,

While our elected and appointed officials consider warious legislative
vrevizions in the current appeals process, I believe that this Commission must
utilize additional legal and effective means to meet the mandate which has
besn handed to us by the legizlature.

Specifically, I will ask the Academic Affairs Committese to study these
alternatives, among others which may be submitted by Commission members:

(1) In recommending program terminations of a sericus nature, perhaps
such revisions should ke formulated as changes in the Master Flan
and submitted to the entire General Assembly for debate an
appraoval or dizapproval. This would draw into the decision-making
process those men and women who initially laid down the policy,
rather than only those members who happen te =it on a particular
committes, The Commission, of course, would have to determine
whether to use such a route for its recommendations, or use the
nermal termination process in a given case.

(2) We should consider the use of other powers of the Commission,
axercizsed in concert, to achieve the chiectives which we feel
have been mandated by the General Assembly, and I have listed
thozse powers above.

In summary, I am sayving that we should szeek to utilize the full and com-
plete authority of the Commission, while we seek a perfection of the appeals
procass now defined for termination of programs.

I will ask the Academic Affairs Committes to submit a timely report to wou
for action during the fall of 1981.




