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The Commission on Higher Education adopted on November 3, 1883, a
Position Paper on the Improvement of Educational Opportunity in South
Caraolina, setting forth its primary views cn the current initiative to
improve education in the State.

A5 the debate on the educational initiative has broadened and expanded,
the Commission deems it desirable to elaborate on the views heretofars
presented, and to inform the Governor, the General Assembly, and the public
of its additional wviews on the issues which are presently being widely
discussed throughout the State.

Bacause of the keen inter95£ of the higher education community in
any educational initiative, the Commission will continue to address pro=-

posals relative to educational enhancement in cur State.,
"TTl]

It is apparent and clear that the strength of higher education is
directly related to the foundation and background established in our elementary
and secondary schools. A strong emphasis on qualitv in elementary and
secondary education will yield a marked improvement in the guality of students
in our higher education institutions.
It is the purpose of this paper to emphasize strongly the followinag:
(1} that the Commission fully supports the educaticnal programs in the
"Hew Approach to Quality Education” developed by the two blue-ribbon committees
and publicly presented by the Governor;
(2) that to have a major impact in improving educatienal opportunity in

the State, the educational initiative will reguire additicnal revenue heyond that




being generated by current tax levies, from sources deemed appropriate by the
Governor and the General Assembly;

(3} that, in addition to the initiative to improve elementary and
secondary schools, we urge, with the support of the Govarnor, full formula
funding of higher education with revenues realized from current and future
growth.

(4} that these two major initiatives in educatien will move the State for-
ward both educaticnally and sconomically,

The Commission has heretofore presented to the Budget and Control
Board and to committees of the House and Senate its recommendations on
an appropriate level of funding for the higher educational institutions.

In a review of developments to date, though, we find that the entire
educational initiatiwve may ke in jecpardy because of disagreement on the
method of raising revenue to finance the initiative, on the implementation
of programs, or on the distribution of funds.

Paramount to all of those concerns, however, is the overriding belief
that any one or a combination of those factors cannot be permitted to abort
the current educational ipnitiatives, in effect leaving South Carclina with
no significant improvement in its educational system and in a weakened
position to compete with other states whicﬁ are vigorously moving forward.

We encourage all of the interested parties to join together in a
conscientious and deliberative effort to formulate major advances for the
hast possible educational opportunities for our people. Additionally, we
encourage the expeditious implementation of the educational programs proposed
in the "Mew Approach to Quality Education” and full formula funding for higher
education as endorsed by the Governor.

We contend that to do nothing is a step backward and is not an acceptable
option. We do not believe that the peeple of South Carclina will tolerate

inaction at this crucial time.



