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South Carolina heal deparﬁnent l_:lid not monitor for lead
as closely as it should have in some public water systems

HATHANIEL CARY
HCARYSIRT BN LENEWE L0

drinking watcr oversi
gram in response to

i after a review of its pro-
crisis in Flint, Michigan,

outh Caroling's health depariment did oo

menitor drinking water quality of some of the

state’s public water systems thatexcecded the

Environmental Frotection Agency’s sction
bevel for lend ns closely as it should have, an investiga-
tion by The Greenville News has found,

At least 10 systems that have iraggered the action
bewel for ead betwoen 2011 and 2005 should have been
required to take semi-annual lead samples 1o ensure
that measures being implemented to reduce lead in
the drinking water were effective, but the state Die-
partment of Heakth and Environmental Contral al-
bovred those systems to remain on a threeyear mwn:
faring schedule.

“Undecr the rule, when there 'uzancxct:dam:.m}:
really should be moved to semi-annual monitoring,
David Baize, DHEC's acting water chicf, told The
Greenvitle News. “Thot was mot donse in o timaly man-
merin &l cascs, and we've correcied that now.™

Maving to scmi-annual testing is required under
the EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule and would have al-
bwed regulstors to sec whether lead excecdances
were A one-time anomaly o an ongoing issue that
needs corrective action,

The department is making mujor changes 1o ifs

where residents comsamed lesd-tainted drinking wi-
Ter For months from correded pipes after the city
switehed its water supply 1o a source that did not pro-
vide corrosion contral.

What transpired in Flint could not happen on the
same scale in South Caroling because the state’s
drinking water officinls must review all waler sys-
Tem’s source waler changes, Baize said.

And South Carolina’s largest water providers,
among them Groenville Water System, all add corro-
sion control te their water, which forms a protective
seal on coppeT or galvanized pipes and prevents cor-
rasion from leaching into witer il customer’s Lips,
Einioe said.

Bur South Caroling has geen its share of jssees
among small and medium-sized, mostly rural, water
systems, which make up all of the 28 water systcm’s

Seo WATER, Page 44
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High lead bewels found inovwater systeens across the nation
Page 18

House gives
key OK to
Tucker
Hipps bill

TIN SRAITH

T THEGRUIALLEN EWE D0

COLUMBIA - Legislation to re-
quire South Caraling public collejes
and universilics 1o post stodent mmis-
conduet violations by [raternitics and
sororities has recelved koy approval
im the state Housc,

House lawmakers voted §4-0 to
give the Tucker Hipps
Trandparency Act fog.
and peading Wiednies-
day as Hipps® parcnts

| watehed from the bal-

J SOMY.

Iipps vwas & Clem-
s001 University sophie
more from Picdmaont
whose body was found
in Lake Hartwell in
2014 after a predawn run with mem-
hers of @ frternity to which he had
pledged His family has Gled bnwsuils
sceking damages for the Family's loss
against three individueal members of
the fraternity, the loeal chapter and
notional fraternity and Clemson Uni-
versily

This izabout keeping the students
aafe,” Repr Bull Taylor, an Aakct Be-
publican and one of the bitl's spon-
sors, todd the House about the legisla-
teon, “This is & major step forwand.”

The: kegislation would reguire col-
leges aml universilics Lo prepare re-
POt i IEast twioe & ypoir listing siu-
dent condwect violations by frateend-
tics amd sororities registered with the
scheals and invedving members of the
organEations

Schools would be requoired e res
port  vaelateons  ivelving - alcobol,
drugs, hazing, threars, sexual assault,
harm to-athers and cndangerment,

Mo students’ names or personal
Bbentifying information would be in-
Cludbed in the reports, thoag b Eraternd:
1Ees amd sororities would e named.
The reports would also nate any po-
lice reports that would be available
through rmequests under the state
Freedom of Information Act,

The schods would be asked amder
thiz bill 1o file their Nirst ceports be-
fore the fall semester this year. The
initial reports would include all viels-
tions dating bock to 200, though
schoals could ask for g cne-year waiv-
er for the first repart.

The reparts, under the bill, musthe

Tucker Hipps

See HIPPS, Page 45

Speaker says House won't seek gas tax hike

TIM SMITH
T THAGRT ML IRIWE SO0

COLUMBIA - The state Logislature
will not increase the gas tax this vear, ac-
cording to & letter from Howse Speaker
Jay Lucas to Gov. Nikki Haley,

FLuocas, who last week criticized the
Senate's rodds bill as failing 1o address &
long-derm solutson for alrasiruciurc,
told Haley on Wednesday thar House Re-
publicans, who hold a majority in the

IHS“]‘E fbby 4D

Area newt . TR

A sdanm Ay Covmed

City People._ _MF  Lotberhes.___ 24
Chysifieds

chamber, willnot insiston the House ver-
sions O L rosnls ball, which would have
radsed prices al the pumg o fund eoacd
wark.

The Senatc's version, passed last
weck largely along party lines, would ad-
dress rond and bridge repairs by using
L400 million in recurring money fram
the General Fund instesd of by raising
thi- gas tax. Democrats argued the gas
tax is the most practical way of address-
ingr the state's long-ferm infrastruciure

Tebevision. A
LRI .
Afazrar ™

AL Obitusries. . 6a
Ty ety &

needs,

Haley talkesd to the House GOP Cau-
cus This week, Liecas wrole, aml sharced
hilg conceris about o long-term salution.

“Thank you for expressing a conocern
A vast majority of our chgews shares by
recognizing that the Senate bill does not
comtxin & sustainsble funding solution,”
he - wrdle. *We also appreczale your
pledge o work with us to quickly ercate
A long-term sustainable funding model.”

Haley lxst year told lawmakers she

woubd approve a 10-cent incrense in the
fas tax, st roised in 1%87, but only if
They also pazsed an inoome ax rale cul
amd reformed the sway stale highway
commissioners arc sclected. Tving the
three issues together tied the Scnate in
knots.,

IEnuse Republicans at first embraced
aplanthat sddressed all throe 1sswes, but
Democrats fejected the tdea of a tax cut,

Sew TAX . Page TA
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two-step
combo

Travis Tritt, The Charlie
Daniels Band to perform
a pair of shows at PAC

BY DEEORAH SWEARIRGEN

FIORENCE = Country music
prrars Travis Trirne and The Chag-
lie Dankels Band are coming to the
Francis Marion l]|1i1'c~r,xi|1l,' Perfanmn-
ing Arts Center for a pair of spuing
CLHCETTS,

Tritt will take ihe
slage an Ma:.' 12, ol
Charlie Daniels will
perform june 2, Each
porformance  begins
Al 7230 peni.

Botls are Granmy-
awand winners with
e s ol ril;_trL-I,l:qh]ring SIS il
allmims.

“We know thar ins going o be
quite o fen cvening for bodh shows,”
sxid Laury Sims, execulive direcior
an fwe PAC.

Trint performed at the venue In
20014, and the night was such 2 suc-
vess i the PALC decided o Bring
him back. While his firse show was
A One-mMan acousic pﬂ[-:lrmanm
this time he will have s full Band
alomngsicde hirm.

“Travishad awonderful time when
he was here thelast tme,” Sims said,
e said really grsat things.”

o BAND, Page 34

Candidates
file for Pee
Dee offices

O JOEHUA LLOY D

e i
FLORENCE — Wisdnessday was first
day of stave and local filing for candi-
dates secking elected office in 2016
Sl candi-
dates acnoss
the Pee Dee
have already
Tilec] znd wwill
b e thee bsal -
Tat In the fune
FII:III1II'I'I,"\|.
Candidates wiho
have fled so far frclude:

LLS. House of Representatives
District 7

Tom Rice (R ) - incumbent

LS. Howse of Representatives

District &
Lawea Slerling (R}

South Carolina Senabe District 31
Diean Fomder S (R )

mﬁmuwsum 2. Wkl speates at the Greater Florence Chambser of Commerce 2016 Outioak luncheon on Wednesday at the Flarence

BY JOSHUA LLOYD
P s
ik L0

FLOREXCE - “The ity
of Flomenee is In a stae of
frenwtle”

Hlanenee Mayor Stephen ).
Wukela told hundreds of Flar-
encebusinessleaders amd gov-
ernmwent oflwiaks gatlsered for

State of the City

Mayor touts growth, unity

the Greater Flarence Chaniber
of Commeroe’s anmeal suthook
lnchiedrn tet the city s e
memhous growth in 2005 and
thr comimg year will b nodif-
fenenl.

He wwched on city and pri.
vate frvestment thar brought
construction and redevelop-
ment af he new Swkes B

State of the County

Flarence Courdy Council Chairmuan Roger Poston speaks aboul progress

underway in the cownty,

Poston says: We'll

continue to forge ahead

Wfpﬂﬂll-ll.ﬂ"l'ﬁ'

of Florence business beaders and
povernmend oficials gatlered for

Center, the 510 millien in
Hopetlealth fcility, the $10
millioa Kmess Cormer resiruc-
ruere, the £18 midlion parking
gamge and apanment com-
plex, the 54 million unnamed
Project Mosgan, s S15 mil
lbon Franels Marion University
Health Sciences focility, the
collafrrition between thecity

Y JE PERR
e Blows,
[ ry ke rer

FLORENCE . —

Armsimng ol

Armstrongnamed
Small-Business

Person of the Year

Regi
Arin-
stong Wealth Manage-
ment Groug was named
'L'I.'l."*«l'll{"‘('il}' as il 20146
small-Business Person of

o CEnes

BDSEY N

and Florence School District 1
ter renonate several building. a
7.5 million soecer comydex, 4
45 million basherball gymma-
sium and new honye constrae-
tiom in urban nedghbor bads.

Wikela  said  Fomnoes
growth is. possible through a

Sep GITY, Page 34

the Year,

134 il.':'\‘.‘ﬂ'|:|ll,‘ﬁ thie sl
during the 2006 CGreater
Florence  Chamber  of
Commenoe Spring  Out-
lewsk lunchiean af the Flar-
e Civic Center

Jkm Ivey, execwive vice

Soc BUSINESS, Page 34
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A firefighter sprays down hotspots sfter an afternoan firs burnied sround 10 scres of woods in Semeca on
Wednesday. Five agendes responded to battie the blaze.

‘Perfect for a fire’

Blaze burns 10 acres in Seneca on hot, dry day

BY ERIC SPRDTT
THE 18R

SENECA — A dony thar fsvinmed
Aunaeris pistard lilph tempinst
tuar b4 e Dlpstate alao provided

thee perfecd vedipse Fo fires ihoogh-

ot Cheomee oy o Wednesday,

Deoaee Cowyty Dopaty Fire
Chicf Buck Haney skl Geones
County Emorpency Services
responded to handful of fires
thirougiom the da, bot the mast
spricig acenrred i Seneca near
Magple Grove Boad just off of Per-
king Creek Road.

With temperatures abowe 80
degrees ard bow humadiny 1oge
along with gusiy winds on one o
the final days of winter, Seeca
frefiglier Jazon Frnlkenberry
said eondiions were "perfied o'y
B 1o ek ofF and po™ Wedkesday

“Wi dowt know exacily the ex-
tent ol the Gire” e sadd, = We'had a
wols fire, nved an this time, we're
probably looking . ¥ o more
ACETE”

The initil call came inat 3:22
o, A A e fire wisis contaaned
shwortly befie Spomn. wih the 8105
Foroaiy Cotn s bk helphvge eal

Candidates turn in
paperwork as filing
starts for elections

Sodlbekior Chirisay Adams

THE FOURHAL STATR

SLERURYHE TR LN

A firefighter holding an ax walks tovard the smoke of a fire that burned
sievieral acnis ol woodd in Sendca on Wedneiday aternasn.

afive e around Uhe e Lo pre-
woa it from spreading forther,

Theough the fire was neara
residemd inl nrea, no homes were
damixged in the blaee, The cavse
was i Pnstesd igsabon s of
Wil aday sveising.

I i ik bonk oo Senpeea and 4 he

£.0, Foresity Comm|ission the
Corinth-shiloh, Wesiminster
Friemdship fire departments also
assisted witle the blaze, Foulken-
Terry sanid.

il ekt | (M1 97104
a2 Rl napod_Elpent

BY CARLOS GALARIA-VEVE
FHE IOURHAL

STRONG
DEFEMSE
Brownell not
approcfirg
PHET SELIOn £

dororolie. €1

Westminster
administrator
resigns post

New job in Moncks Corner
will put Lord closer to family

BY STEPHANIE JADRNICER
THE HREHAL

WESTMINSTER —
Afver making soms groat
strides in Wesminsier,
ey administretor feff
Lard will be sndd g on do
Maoneka G,

Leord camve o board
with the chiy of Westmin-
ster in July 200, He had
worked in municipal gov-
ermment for nine years
in Wilierbardg — foaras
finance divee tor and 1l
Bast fivess oty ranapmer.

Ele anneoanpeed his
resipmadion at Tuesday
weeTings chty coancil
meeting, His st day

[FoR moRE]

To rind B related exitesial,

I b prarge A

A% vity adminisror
for Westminster will be
Moy 27 il dhen Te will
0 o dle
Liwwcomimry
tabegin his
peaithon off
tawn .
mimigtraior
for Mancks
Corner.

1 B -
ally enjoyed
my hene with the ¢4y of

SULLORD, FAGL AT

Oconeesheriflto
seek second term

BY STEVEM BRADLEY

THE JILENAL

SENECA — MNow im
his fonrth wear in office
after winming a vigores
afiredaman mee in 201,
gl e onsie Counds
SherdT Mike Crenshaw
aaya hewill seek a second
HeETn,

Crenshaw, who plans
o fileasa Bepuldican in
fheJune 4 primary, sid
Wedmesay night T be:
N s 107 e e plizhed
mary of the goal he pro
maoted b his campalgn,
bt alzoadmitted there iz
nlwnrs o for improve-
e,

“[ enjoy serving the
citivens of our courrdy,”
e sl i miss pelisde.
=1 oo L onBonse enment.
1wl 1hke 10 comt e

b sl career [ have
kv fvd L herefiore am
secking another term as
your sheriff.”

in hizzach year in Linw
. enforoeame,
| Crenzhaw

Cremhow  know many
of the oonn:
1™ eitdzend anmd nnder
atard s dyikamics,
=My belief has always
Bewn that in onder to be
sueeesslil in this profes-
s, we must baibd rola.
1iamships with oar cii-
G in order to sarm the
pablbe's trast,” b sakl.

SEE SHWERIFE, RACE AS

More Americans expected to
vote ‘other’ in presidential race

s e
"m
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Spring practice

Hew South Carolina football
coach Wil Muschamp i a big
fan of spring practices, when
thi: chance 10 neally start men-
toring players in his first year
with the program begins to take
haold. The Gamecacks started
the furst of their 15-practice
allptment Tuesday, BL

UPSTATE

SNAP changes

Same South Carolinians who
are recoiving benafits through
the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP)
will see-a change in eligibility
next rvgnih. €1

Unmet needs

A Spananburg County group
is lpaking ak ways to address
unmet needs in the commu-
nity. Thi Spartanburg County
Behavioral Health Taskforcs
Tk iks farst quearterly meet-
ing of the year Wednesday to
discuss focus areas. €1

More convincing
wins for Trump

After yet another round of
comvincing victories for Donald
Trurmp, Republican leadors
Speal Wednesday wavering
betwern grudging acceptance
and doep dendal about the busi-

e PN

SPORTS, B1

G k | GoUpstate.com

SUPREME COURT NOMINATION

Garland picked for high court

By Kathleen Hennessey
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama nominated
appeals court judge Merrick
Garland to the Supreme Court
on Wednesday, thrusting a
respected moderate jurist and
former progecutor into the
center of an election-vear clash
aver the future of the nation's
highest court.

Obama cast the 63-year-
old Garland as “a serious man
and an exemplary judge”
deserving of a full hearing and

a Senate confirmation vote,
despite Republican vows to
deny him both. Standing in
the White House Rose Garden
with Garland, Obama argued
the integrity of the court was
at stake and appealed to the
Senate to "play it straight™ in
filling the seat left vacant by the
deatl of Justice Antonin Scalia,
“It's supposed to be above
politics," Obama said of the
high court. #It has to be. And it
should stay that way."
Republican leaders, however,

SEE GARLAND, A3

BLOSSOMGAME
GOULD TAKE
SKILLS TO NBA

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA

Herald-Journa

[

Federal appeals courl pdge Merrick Garland, cenler, recaves appliiise rofm
President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden as he is introdmeed

a5 Obama's momines for the Supreme Court on Wednesday faB10 MARTINEZ
MONSIVARTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETERRENCE

TURNING UP THE H

New bill reinstates tough
penalties for arson crimes

S
&
&
&

By Daniel J, Gross
danielgross#shicom

Area lawmakers and fire officials
hopeareturn to teugh arson penalties
will deter people from committing
such crimes.

A bill that restructures the degrees
of arson was unanimously approved
by state legislators Wednesday and
now goes Lo Gov, Nikki Haley®s desk
1o be signed into law,

The “clean-up bill" essentially
changes arson laws back to the way
they were prior to 2010, when the
Omnibus Crime Reduetion and Sen-
tencing Reform Act was passed.

That law, in part, reduced sen-
tences for arson offenders and made
it more difficult to hand doewn an
arsan charge. A first-degree arson

charge required that a person
be killed in an intentionally
set fire, and any lesser-degree
arson charge required that a
person suffer bodily injury.
Under the new bill, a sus-
pect can be charged with
first -degree arsonif the fire
invelves death or serious
badily injury and would
face a penalty of no less
than 30 years in prison

Under the new bill

B First-degree arson would

upon conviction. bt charged if the firg

invalves death oF Serious
SEE ARSON, A3 badily Injury. The penaity

would be 30 years in prison

A bumed out home on West upan conviction,

Victoria Road in Spartan- m Second-degree arson

burg from 2815 s il would be charged if the fire

under imveestigation, ALEx darmadgis o destroys any

HICKS JR/ALE X HICKSESHL00M

Building typecally ocupied
by people, Such as homes,

or businesses. The penalty
wiould be 3 years minimum
and no more than 25 yeiars.in
prison upon conviction,

B Third-deégree arson would
bt charged if & fire damages
or destroys other kinds of
property, siech as oulbubld-
inps, sheds, and vehicles.

E MEDIA
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9 file on Day 1

By MATTHEW HENSLEY
Tl begEinches s casm

Mine cariladates Turmed up at the Groomeod
Camanty ehoctiorn iffiee for the fing chry of filing,

At 1208 pom. Windnesday; derk of couart candi
due Chamity Copeland was the fies o file after
the reoon start to filing. Angic Woedhuara, the
incumbent derk of court, has not announad if
she'll seek re-clectaon. Il Woodbarst nans, itoould
st (e wtage for 2 pemntch beteen Ehe T, wiv
T ol im thee 201 2 dection.

The race to be the Republican nominee for

Greenvood Counly sherill is already filling
up with ikree p-mplr: filing 1o rzn Wednesday:
Encunshern Toryy Dhavis, who is seckiing a hied
wern Dhle Bathos wh quit his position as qp-
tain in Lhe sheeriff's afffice to mun against his fommer
Faens and Deennis Kol a revired abe ooooger.
Theee Regmibbican cosmdilinsen liled 1o sy on
County Crouncilk Chuck Moates, who roprosents
Dstrict 4; Steve Bromm, who sopresents District
5 and siarserithy serves a5 Couewil chairnsan; and
Rabbic Temploton. who nepresonts District 6.

See FILE, page 44

DLy Tae, SUBTAY $1.50

Corrne Moody, Grsermood County deector of uultr
registrabion; left, speaks with Chastity Copeland wiale
taling her paperaork to fle to nn for clerk of court.
Copeland was the first to file ‘after filng opened at
noon Wednesday.

THER IENELEY | PEE X

SEENING ANSIWERS

Social justice group wants video from m-r::ustcnd}r death probe

By DAMIAN DOMINGUET
ddominguestiindojoumal com

A socaal uanice Eroup tasized the
lirst worels spokion on beballl of the
family of Demetric Cowan since
the 33 .yearold died whils in lme
edorcement ¢ mmd;..

Cowan dicd Sunday morning
while in oasindy 21 the Greenwood
oty Exetention Censer. The State
Law Enfercement Division amd
the Groemenod County Coromer’s
nl'l'ic:u_'!M imhlignin;hk deak,

He Baemify reached out 10 Brsse
Wilson. founder and CEQ of the
Gireenwille-based momprofit group
Fightirg Iajustioe Togelher Gr -
inss the death at
a press confer
ence Wednes-
iay where the
groap asked that
law emfnscemsent
release viddeo of
Cowan's arrest
amil howling.

Muore than 20
family members

gathered behind

DEMETRIC
COWAN

Wiktom a1 a lectermn at the Amercan

Leyion Poit 224 41 13 10 Cambridge
Awe, K. Beporters stood before the
groiep, caneras rodling and notes
being taken a5 the fansily showed
solidarity while Wilon addnesed the
mdi

The Farwdy o nd speak o e pross
coniferenoe and Wilson sxid the family
sk for privacy while greeving.

e are s 1I||:rgs the Bty
Rorines s this ineadmb, and some
things theydoy e said.

Comwan b eervived b hiswadow and
frow ¢ hildhnon, rarging in g from 9 Ba
b, and was active in his comnmanity,
Wik sabd.

“They abia o keow on Saturday
mumingg b saik "ee was haalthy and
he waa alive”

Ser ANSWERS, page 44

MATTHEW HERTLEY | BEs DAL
Bruce Witson, fourder and CED of Frghting pustice Together, speaks sbout Demetne Cowar's death at
# press conberence Wesdnesday while suncunded by Cowan's fandy,

| B DUl ARREST

'Prosecutor
won't seek
re-election

By MEG KINNARD
Asandiibn] Pios

COLUMBIA — Redently
charged with his third alcohol-
related offense, bongiime Lexinglon
Loamiy prmoduter Doanic Mycrs
annuunced Wednesday he is not
seeking re-clection to the office he'ls
held *Jnr gonar v,

"It B Bseen an absodule priviloge

ared pleasure serving as (b Solicitor
< the 111k Judictal Cieculi of Sognb
LCaralina for ovir | -
40 years” Myers,
70, said i stae-
niend released by
his oifice. "I will
be forcver grade.
ful 10 the many
poaphe wha have
given me this
highest honor
arl extenad 1 2l
of you a whidehearted thank you”

Myers' current term expires in
Fanuary, andd e peaches mandaory
rekirenymt in December 2007 In
his statement, be sabd voters shouhd
hawe the chanee ta r-..'k his replace-
ment in this Galls cloctions.

Primary election filing opened
Wedizenday. S0 far, one candidate
submitted candidacy papers for
wers” jode,

The snnouncement from the
luﬂsl,ilﬂl; PrERCsRlOF SO alter
<alls for his resigration fronm offi-
<ials, inchoding Gov. Nikki Elaley.
Eaxrlier this manth, Haley szid
Mivers amd Richlaend Coumty aoun-
<itman Kelvin Washington should
step down fellowing separate
drunken dlrivieg arrests, sying i
a probden when any clected official
Frelieves he or she b sbove the low,

]lJII,'!( O ‘-‘-'n‘lll..'u!.‘lj' massed am
executive order declaring Wash-
ingbon’s scat vacanl = o call made
hevausse of his recent guilty plea s
lax charges. mal the pomling DUT
<harge. Haley took that step after
seeking staze prosecaions advice
ey dhe coudd renove bally
Washington and Myers from office.

Bn Myvers' cate, Atzorney General
Akan Wilsons odfice sdvised that a
DAL eharge alowe, oven a3 2 repral
affiense, was not enough o wanrant
rerrenal,

Just belore his Febrgary ammeit,
Mvers told a state trooper bhe bad
onby ome drink and was man off the
ol whems his c2r crashed anse 3
atility pole. Called b a wrock: at
aroend 8 pum.. the Highway Pagrol
frgawed an emply Gar than semed led o
aleohol and had a gun in the Boor-
Thosardl.

DCIHME
MYERS

Trocpess went o Myers' home,
where be stumbled theough the
aiphabet and other sobricty fests.
He was taken 1o jail, where his
Blood aleohol bevel was 1esced as
slightly higher than South Caro-
lina's legal limit

Myers, wha fimst ook affece in
1976, pleaded guilty 1o drunken
driving following an arrest nicar
Jsheville, Nonh Carolim, in 2065,

o ar] served Gne Welr l.t']'lnl'll.d:iuﬂ
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