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legislators Say 2017 Session Will So About The Money
By Barney Blakeney

Local state legislators returned 
to  Columbia to  start the 2017 
legislative session Jan. 3. A na 
though the session will be 
shorter this year than in the past 
-  die session is slated to  con­
clude May n  -  several say they 
anticipate getting a  lo t done.

Senate B is t 42  Sen. M arion 
Kimpson said among his major 
thrusts will b e a  push to fund 
school buses for the infamous 
’Corridor c f  Shame", acdlective 
of 36 school districts that border 
I-o; and which are part of the 20-

Scuth Carolina lawsuit. T h e

■■■ - cont. from page 1
“Money, money, money’ is how Rep. David Mack described the focus 

for the 2017 legislative agenda. Roads infrastructure, busted dams as a  
result of torrential rains and state employees' retirement pension are 
problematic issues which have flown below the legislature s radar. And 
on a  more personal level healthcare ̂ nd funding for rural hospitals will 
impact unestimated numbers of citizens, he said. And schools funding 
istiie problem that won’t  go away, fye added.

Rep. Robert Brown boldly noted the political buzz kill few elected 
officials talk about-increasing taxes. South Carolina won’t  be able to  
get around increasing its gas tax this year, he said. H e anticipates the 

tax will go up two or three cents. And other subjects boo often avoided 
will have to  be addressed, he said, those of increasing greater racial di­

versity in charter schools and raising the minimum wage.
Rep. Wendell Gilliaid said the i d n  legislative session will be a new 

ball game with a new quarterback after Gov. Nikki Haley leaves Co­
lumbia to become the ambassador to theUnited Nations. Onechange

G^flaxd saicl he's going tohmoduceabill that would begin instruction 

in the trades to students in sixth grade. We’re not training workers for 
the manufacturing jobs coming to the state, he said.

state’s legislature has been unre­
sponsive to  court orders to  ade­
quately fund the districts. H e  
hopes the state will use money 
awarded from a  national settle­
m ent w ith Volkswagen. South 
Carolina will receive about $31 
million o f the *2.7 billion th a t 

will be awarded top states to  re­
duce nitrogen oxiae emissions.

Kimpson, whose law firm

M otley Rice L L C  w as in­
volved w ith the negotiation of 
die m ultibillion dollar settle­
ment, recently m et w ith Gover­
nor Nikki Haley and -  
Superintendent o f Education 

Molly Spearman to  propose a  
plan th at designates a  substan­

tial portion o f  d ie setdem ent 
prooeeds for new school buses 
for th e  school districts in  the

Allendale equity funding case. 

K  impson said Ins kw]  legisla­
tive agenda, will be one cfeco­
nomics. I t  will be an agenda 
th at includes earned income 
tax credits for working class cit­
izens, funding to  create afford­
able housing initiatives and a 
continued focus on procure­
m ent policies th a t enable mi­
nority businesses greater 
opportunities for participation 
in government sponsored proj­
ects. Also, Kimpson said he 
will focus on gun laws th a t 
make it tougherfor criminals to 
get guiis, possess them or use 

mem.

see SESSION page 5B
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911 tapes of Corley 
arrest released

BY MAAYAN SCHECHTER 
mscheehter^aikenstandard.com

The piercing screams of chil­
d ren  begging South C arolina 
R epub lican  law m aker C h ris  
Corley to “just stop” is the first 
911 phone call Aiken City d is­
patch received on the n igh t of 
Dec. 26 from Corley’s red-brick 
Sugar Hill Drive home in G ran­
iteville,

“Please stop it. Just stop. Just 
s to p ,... Dad, please stop,” can 
be heard  on  the 911 audio re­
cording released Friday by the 
Aiken C ounty  Sheriff’s Office 
to the A iken Standard. “Please 
stop. Stop. Please stop, Chris. 
Just stop daddy, just stop. Chris, 
please stop. Daddy. Please help. 
Please C hris. Chris?’

After several attem pts to get, 
presum ably, Corley’s wife on 
the phone, the dispatcher calls 
Aiken C ounty dispatch, saying, 
“I h ad  a caller, sounded  like 
children screaming for help and 
begging for their father to stop?’

A second  911 ph o n e  call is 
m ade to  A iken  C o u n ty  d is ­
patch, this tim e by what appears 
to be a female fam ily m em ber 
who lives across the street.

“There’s a m an threatening to 
k ill him self,” th e  w om an tells 
dispatch. “He h it his w ife... and 
he’s threatening to  kill h im self 
He has a weapon. Yes he does. 
It’s a gun?’

In  the background, a w om an 
is heard  scream ing, “D on’t get 
in front of the window.”

Corley, 36:1 was arrested  on 
Tuesday by th e  Aiken C ounty  
Sheriff$ Office on felony charges 
of first-degree domestic violence 
and  p o in tin g  and  presen ting  
weapons at a person after police 
say he h it his 37-year-old wife 
and pointed a gun at her, before 
threatening to  kill himself.

C o u n ty : A iken

H e w as re leased  from  ja il 
Tuesday afternoon on a $20,000 
surety bond, w ith the condition 
he canno t contact his wife or 
possess a gun, :

W arrants-state Corley, in the 
presence o f an 8 -year-old child, 
did “cause physical hai;m and 
injury” to his wife, by “striking 
h er abou t th e  head  and  face 
w ith a closed fist and fu rth e r  
did, after threatening to kill the 
victim, point a Smith 8c Wesson 

handgun  at the victim  caus­
ing her to  fear for her life?’

The assault occurred at their 
hom e on the 100 block of Sugar 
Hill Drive, according to the  po­
lice re p o rt

Corley’s wife told deputies he 
was “caught cheating,” She said 
he only stopped assaulting her 
because he heard  kids scream ­

ing and  noticed blood com ing 
from  her head, the report said.

Police go on to report that Cor­
ley then w ent to h is car, where 
he then came back inside and 
pointed a handgun at his wife, 
stated he was going to kill h im ­
self, then went into a bedroom.

H is wife and  th e  ch ild ren  
fled  to  a fa m ily  m e m b e r’s 
house across the street, police 
reported.

Corley told police that he and 
his wife were arguing because 
she thought he was cheating on 
her. He said his wife attem pted 
to strike h im  in  th e  face w ith  
her fist, where he then  pushed 
her o ff of him.

Corley said during the push, 
he was scratched on th e  fore­
head.

Two in-car videos with audio 
were also made available to the 
Aiken Standard. O ne video, in  
m ost o f its entirety, has no talk­

ing. The second, a little m ore 
than  an hour, is choppy and the 
audio largely inaudible.

At least seven m inutes into the 
second in-car audio, a respond­
ing officer is heard telling oth­
ers to “stand dow n” and that he 
has contact w ith Corley.

A cop tells Corley they “can 
clearly see the m ark  on your 
head?’ Corley tells an officer he 
doesn’t want his wife to go to jail, 
and also says what appears to be, 
“I’ll go to jail before she goes.”

Further into the audio, Corley 
and the officers inside his home 
talk  about the size of a televi­
sion and what appears to be an 
NFL game, A n officer also asks 
Corley how much the fee is for 
the H om eowners Association.

Sporadically, there is laughter 
in  the background.

At almost the end of the audio, 
Corley apologizes to an officer 
that he had to come to his home.

The controversial lawm aker 
h as  m ade h ead lin es  before, 
m ost notably his passionate de­
fense last year that the Confed­
erate flag stay on the Statehouse 
grounds, despite South Carolina 
Gov. N ikki Haley’s stance tha t 
the flag should come down fol­
lowing the heinous mass shoot­
ing of nine black church goers at 
the historic Charleston Emanuel 
AME Church in June 2015,

Then, m on ths later, Corley

caught flack again after he sent a
Christmascardto his Republican 
colleagues that called their mor­
als into question after theLegisla- 
ture voted to take the flag down.

“May your Christm as be filled 
w ith  m em ories o f a h ap p ier 
tim e  w hen  S outh  C a ro lin a ’s 
leaders possessed morals, con­
victions and  the principles to

stand for what is right ” the card 
read. “M ay you have a blessed 
C hristm as, and  m ay you take 
th is joyous tim e as an  oppor­
tun ity  to ask for forgiveness of 
all your sins such as betrayal.”

H e has also  been  a consis­
tent supporter o f gun rights in 
South Carolina.

C orley  su p p o rte d  th e  g u n  
reciprocity bill between South 
C aro lina and  G eorgia, spon­
sored by Delegation colleague 
and  H ouse Rep, Bill Hixon, R- 
N orth  Augusta.

C orley  also  su p p o rted  th e  
sta te ’s dom estic violence bill 
signed into law in 2015, w hich 
includes a partial gun ban.

In a sit-down interview  w ith 
th e  A iken  S tandard  in  2014, 
ahead  o f his first term  in  of­
fice, Corley to ld  reporters he 
d idn’t know  if  the government 
could completely fix the state’s 
domestic violence issue,

“As far as w hat we can do as 
th e  gov ern m en t, you  know , 
stiffer m andatory penalties,” he 
said at the tim e. “I don’t know  
tha t sayingyou can’t have a gun  
because you get convicted of 
domestic violence, I don’t know  
if  th a t’s going to stop someone 
from future domestic violence?’

The South C arolina legisla­
tive session starts in  two weeks, 
w ith m any questioning w heth­
er he will be suspended prior to 
the  session’s start.

This week, spokeswoman for 
H ouse Speaker Jay Lucas, R- 
H artsville, Caroline Delleney, 
told the media the Speaker was 
aw are o f th e  charges an d  is 
m onitoring the situation.

“If  and w hen an  ind ic tm en t 
is issued, the speaker will take 
the necessary action to comply 
w ith the law and  m aintain the
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dignity  of the House o f Repre­
sentatives,” Delleney said in  a 
m edia statement.

Corley is expected in court for 
his first hearing on Feb. 10.
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Domestic violence advocate 
calls for Corley resignation

BY M A AYAN SCHECHTER 
mschechter(^aikenstandard.com

O ne of Aiken C ounty’s m ost 
vocal advocates against domes­
tic violence is calling for South 

. Carolina Rep. C hris Corley to 
resign following his arrest th is 
week on domestic violence and 
gun charges.

Corley, 36, w ho rep resen ts 
Graniteville in the South Caro­
lina H ouse o f Representatives, 
was arrested last Tuesday after 
police say he h it his wife w ith 
a closed fist and pointed a gun 
at her while two o f their th ree 
children were present.

The A iken C oun ty  Sheriffs 
Office charged Corley with first- 
degree dom estic violence and 
pointing and presenting a weap­
on at a person, Corley could face 
up to lOyears in prison on charge 
of first-degree domestic violence 
and up to five years on the gun 
charge. There are no m inim um  
sentences for both charges.

S usan  Selden, d ire c to r  o f 
the C um bee C en ter to  A ssist 
A bused Persons, is now  call­
ing  for Corley to  resign from  
his elected position.

"He should resign. It sets a bad 
example for him  to rem ain as a 
legislator while he s being inves­
tigated for this/' Selden said.

T he Cum bee Center, w hich 
Selden has been executive d i­
rector o f for I years, not only 
provides shelter to women and 
their children who are victims 
o f dom estic violence, but also

advocates for social change. The 
Center also works w ithm en who 
are victims o f domestic violence, 
but does not offer shelter.

W ith in  th e  past tw o  years, 
Selden said the shelter has seen 
at least 180 victims of domestic 
violence -  not just from  Aiken 
County, but other counties, too.

O ne o f the largest areas tha t 
the C um bee C en ter serves is 
the Graniteville, or Valley area, 
Selden said.

W hen  Selden heard  Corley 
was jailed on a dom estic v io ­
lence charge, she said she was 
surprised, but not completely 
shocked.

“He has a little bit o f a reputa­
tion,” Selden said, referring to 
his news attention when he pas­
sionately defended keeping the 
Confederate flag on the South 
C arolina Statehouse grounds, 
despite Gov. N ikki Haley’s call 
to bring down the flag after nine 
black church goers were gunned 
down inside of Charleston s his­
toric Emanuel AME Church.

“I am  very disappointed, and as 
a leader, we expect higher stan­
dards from him,” slie said. “Espe­
cially, because he voted for these 
new (domestic violence) laws.”

Corley supported the state s do­
mestic violence law that passed 
in 2015, which included a partial 
gun ban. The law also has provi­
sions to strip the worst offenders 
of their gun rights. The most se­

vere crimes carry a lifetime gun 
ban, with the second-most severe 
offenses carrying a 10-year ban.

Deputies responded late Mon­
day to  C orley’s hom e on the  
100 block of Sugar Hill Drive in 
Graniteville, where Corley s wife 
told police Corley hit her in  the 
face with his fist andsaid he was 
going to kifJ her while two o f her 
children, both undec.^je age of 9, 
were in thehome, policereporfced.

W arrants state Corley, in  the 
presence o f an 8-year-old child, 
did “cause physical harm  and 
injury” to th e  victim, by “strik­
ing her about the head and face 
with aclosed fist andfurther did, 
after threatening to kill the vic­
tim , point a Smith & W esson... 
handgun at the victim  causing 
her to fear for her life.”

Corley’s wife told deputies he 
was “caught cheating.” She said 
he only stopped assaulting her

because he heardkids screaming 
and noticed blood coming from 
her head, the report said.

Police go on to report that Cor­
ley then went to his car, where he 
then came back inside and point­
ed a handgun at his wife, stated 
he was going to kill himself, then 
went into a bedroom.

His wife and the children fled 
to  a fam ily  m em b er’s house 
across the street, police reported.

Corley told police tha t he and 
his wife were arguing because

she thought he was cheating on 
her. He said his wife attem pted 
to  strike h im  in  the  face w ith 
her fist, where he then pushed 
her off o f him . .

Corley said during the push, he 
was scratched on the forehead.

Now, Selden is asking for state 
lawmakers to step into the lime­
light and  take a stand in combat­
ing domestic violence.

“I just th ink  all of our lawmak­
ers need to be proactive against 
dom estic violence and  enforc­
ing the law s... and enact more 
laws,” she said, adding it’s going 
to  take more than  “talk” to end 
the epidemic which has plagued 
the Palmetto State for years.

South Carolina has continually 
ranked among the nation s most 
deadliest states for women.

The Post and Courier y Pulitzer 
prize winning series, “Till Death 
Do Us P art ” which motivated 
the state’s new domestic violence 
law, documented that more than 
300 women had been killed in 
South Carolina by m en over the 
past decade -  about one killing 
every 12 days.

“It is extrem ely  em barrass­
ing  how  o u r sta te  tops year 
after year. There’s so m any of 
us working to combat domestic 
violence and  correct th is prob­
lem, and  now  we have a leader 
th a t’s righ t in  the th ick  o f it,” i 
Selden said. “It’s an em barrass­
m ent to Aiken County,” I

C o u n ty : A iken
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BYTRIPP GIRARDEAU

South Carolina House Rep. Chris Corley stands in bond court last Tuesday afternoon after 
he was jailed on domestic violence and gun charges.
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BY MICHAEL SMITH
msmith@aikenstandard.com

Before Scuttle’s Island w aterpark, there was 

Project Tissue.
Project Tissue is the code nam e originally 

given to  South Georgia Tissue, an Augusta- 
based company that squght ito build a tissue 

plant in  Barnwell County. j
First announced in  Deceniber 2010, South 

Georgia Tissue planned to invest $140 million 

and create 2 00 jobs within five years, according 
to the S.C. Department o f Commerce.

Nearly seven years later* however, the bendi- 
m ark hasn’t been reached. Bdsieged by several 
business-related setbacks, South Georgia Tis­
sue was unable to' complete the project.

A different tissue com pany called Orchids 
Paper Products later stepped in, though total 
investment has been trim m ed to $110 million 

with 134 jobs created. -
A 2017 opening is now projected.
Despite delays, missed job benchmarks and 

mixed economic forecasts, Barnwell County 
officials insist the tissue plant represents a m a­
jor investment to a community that’s tradition­
ally struggled to land jobs. .

“The job impact is going to  be very nice for 
us,” said Keith Sloan, vice-chairman o f Barn­
well County Council. “ We won’t getall the jobs, 
but we’ll get the bulk o f them.” , "

While the projects seem worlds apart, there’s

one im portant thread tying Project Tissue and 
Scuttle’s Island together -  Andrew Thompson.

Thompson is the former spokesman for the 
failed Scuttle’s Island water parkin  N orth Au­

gusta.
He, along w ith Florida businessmen M arc 

GlisSman, Mike Friscia and James Harhi, are 
among former Scuttle’s Island associates with 
extensive business dealings prior to their in ­
volvement in  the N orth Augusta project

Today, they’re affiliated w ith various com­
panies nam ed as plaintiffs in  an involuntary 
Chapter' 7 bankruptcy petition filed against 
C edar Rock Holdings, LLC, the corporate 
nam e for former Scuttle’s Island investors.

Cedar Rods has disputed file claims, saying 
in court documents that Thompson filed the 

petition “in bad faith,” and that the debts listed 
are either being negotiated or non-existent al­

together. It filed a motion to dismiss on Dec. 7, 
2016, and a Jan. 25 hearing on the m otion has 

been scheduled.
Thom pson lias deferred com m ent on  the 

Chapter 7 proceedings to his attorney Todd 
Boudreaux of Augusta, who’s declined to com­

ment on the litigation.
As for Project Tissue, Thompson agrees it’s a 

major boost to the Barnwell County economy 
andsays he worked hard to ke^p the plant alive.

Rutting the pieces together
Inthem onthipriortothecollapseofScuttle’s

Island, Thom pson was the public face of the 
proposed water park. ,

He appealed at news conferences, responded 
to  media inquiries and even distributed photos 
depicting disassembled ride components for 
the water park. Thompson later separated from 
the inve'stment group in July.

“I had a specific job that began and it ended,” 
Thompson previously told the Aiken Standard.
, Before speaking on behalfof Scuttle’s Island, 
T hom pson was heavily involved in  South 

Georgia Tissue.
Georgia Secretary of State documents iden­

tify Thompson as a registered agent and chief 4 
financial officer of South Georgia Tissue. 
Barnwell C ounty officials credit him  w ith 
keeping the tissue plant alive when itappeared 
the deal was dead.

The S.C. Departm ent of Commerce first an- 
nouncedProjectTissueinanews release dated • 
Nov. 23,2010, though the company was ini­
tially identified as South Carolina Tissue LLC 
instead iof South Georgia Tissue.

Things went well in the first year;
At a Sept. 20,2011, meeting, the S.C. Budget 

and Control Board approved $35.8 million in 
tax-exempt revenue bonds for the plant, ac­

cording to meeting minutes.
Funds were to acquire land, buildings and 

furnishing. Control board members projected

C o u n ty : A iken
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Tissue
from  1A
99 jobs would be created w ithin 
12 m onths, m inutes show. .

The board also approved a re­
quest for $167,085 tohelp  cover 
$3.3 million in  additional sewer 
line costs at the S.C, Advanced 
Technology Park in  Barnwell 
County, w here th e  p lan t was 
supposed to be built.

Setbacks threaten 
Project Tissue

B ehind the scenes, though , 
S ou th  G eorg ia T issue faced 
several obstacles.

T hom pson  said  th e re  were 
in frastructu re  challenges and 
c o m p a tib ility  issues w ith  th e  
original site that m ade building 
a tissue plant impossible.

<cWe had spent a lot of money,” 
Thompson said. "W e were disap­
pointed and ready to pack it in?

There were also economic and 
tim ing issues,

Thom pson said Project T is­
sue fashioned prim arily  to sell 
parent rolls, but the global m ar­
ket had  been shifting tow ard a 
com bined production and con­
version business model, som e­
th in g  South G eorg ia  T issue 
wasn’t equipped to  do.

S outh  G eorg ia T issue was 
fie ld in g  o ffe rs  f ro m  o th e r  
firm s in terested  in  a buyout, 
but no th ing  materialized.

"The economics weren’t there. 
The tim ing just wasn't there for 
us,” he said. “At the end of the day 
we weren’t happy with the deals 
being made. Plus there were some 
contractions in the m arket?

By 2014, South G eorgia T is­
sue was p r e p a r in g  to  pull out 
and Project Tissue’s fu ture re­
m ained in doubt.

Sloan, th e  Barnw ell C ounty  
C ouncilm an, th in k s  im pacts 
f ro m  th e  G re a t R e ce ss io n  
played a part as well.

“I w ouldn’t say I wasn’t frus­
tra ted , bu t w hen you’re deal-

C o u n ty : A iken
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ing w ith  raising capital, th a t’s 
no t been an easy th in g  to  do 
in  these years? Sloan said. “It

looked like the project was go­
ing to die.”

LLCs receive notices
Between 2010 and 2014, there 

were also apparent issues w ith 
South G eorgia T issue’s status 
w ith  the G eorgia Secretary of 
State. The LLC received disso­
lution w arning notices in 2010 
and  2012.

A th ird  notice has since been 
issued in  Septem ber 2016, re ­
su lting  in  revocation  o f  th e  
company’s certificate of author­
ity on Dec, 7,

T hom pson said South G eor­
gia Tissue’s registration was al­
lowed to expire th is year since 
there’s no longer a need for it.

As fo r th e  o th e r  n o tic e s , 
they aren’t indicative of South 
Georgia Tissue s viability at the 
time. He said they were merely 
adm inistrative m atters w ith no 
bearing on Project Tissue.

“T h a t’s ad m in is tra tiv e , we 
d id n ’t care,” he said. “A th ird  
party  handles [registration] for 
us. C andidly  speaking, I don’t 
pay attention to it. We have 11 
different things we’re doing at 
th e  sam e tim e. T hose a re n ’t 
critical considerations,”

At least three other LLCs re­
ceived sim ilar notices in recent 
years: U nited Tissue Mill, Inc.; 
D ouble C ap ita l & R esearch, 
LLC; and  T-Factor, LLC. .

All faced dissolution or were 
adm inistratively  dissolved by 
the Georgia Secretary o f State, 
public records show.

T-Factor, LLC, the corporate 
nam e o f Thom pson’s public re­
lations business, is one o f five 
creditors listed in  the Chapter 7 
case against C edar Rock, court 
records state.

It’s also one o f tw o com pa­
nies in the petition connected

to Thom pson; O cozzio is the  
other.

T o g e th e r ,  T -F a c to r  a n d
Ocozzio account for $250,000 
o f  $322,000 in  cla im s filed  
against C edar Rock, cou rt re ­
cords show.

Thom pson said the  registra­
tion  issue w ith  T-Factor, LLC 
was an  oversight.

“T hank  you for the heads up

on the annual filing? T hom p­
son said. "Someone else norm al­
ly handles this for us. It was filed 
and reinstated this m orning?

T -F actor’s reg is tra tio n  was 
restored Dec, 16, records state,

Robert Anderson, a Chapter 7 
trustee w ith Anderson & A sso­
ciates in  Columbia, and who is 
not associated with the Scuttle’s 
Island case, has said the dissolu­
tion  o f T-Factor LLC shouldn’t 
have an  im pact on its partici­
pation  in  the  Scuttle’s Island 
bankruptcy  case.

"It sounds like a bookkeeping 
error? A nderson said.

Back on track in Barnwell
South Georgia Tissue solved 

its infrastructure issue in  Barn­
well County by moving from the 
technology park to the Barnwell 
County A irport Industrial and 
Technology Center.

Thompson credits M arty M ar­
tin, the former economic devel­
opm ent d irector for Barnwell 
County, for facilitating the move.

“H e saved  th e  g am e. H e 
was th e  guy w ho fixed it a ll?  
Thom pson said. “H e kept the 
whole th ing  together and got us 
from  Point A to Point B?

Also helping m atters was an  
offer from  Orchids Paper Prod­
ucts, an Oklahoma-based com ­
pany, to take over the project.

Thompson said Orchids made 
perfect sense since the Orchids 
has th e  necessary infrastruc^ 
tu re  to  produce an d  convert

paper rolls.
“It wasn’t in  our wheelhouse 

to finish It (th^ plant), but we 
w anted to honor our com m it­
m ent to Barnwell C ounty? he 
said. “They (Barnwell County) 
were able to negotiate an incen­
tive package for them . It was a 
m arriage of all parties.” • :

O rc h id s  w as fo rm a lly  a n ­
nounced in an  A pril 20, 2015, 
news release from the S.C. De­
partm ent of Commerce.

A ccording to  the release,, the 
Barnwell site is expected to pro­
duce between 35,000 to 40,000 
tons of paper per year, boosting 
the company's total production 
by over one-third. The facility 
spans about 300,000 square feet.

Local and state officials hailed 
Orchids as a m ajor success.

“It s ano ther v ic tory  for our 
entire state, and we couldn’t be 
more excited to watch them grow 
for a ver^ long time,” Gov, Nikki 
H aley said in  p repared  com ­
ments included in a news release.

“W ith today’s announcem ent 
that Orchids Paper Products has 
selected Barnwell County as the 
location of its first Southeastern 
operations, rural South Caroli­
na has achieved yet another big 
victory? added S.C. Secretary of 
Commerce Bobby Hitt. ■

Economic indicators 
mixed

As Orchids prepares to ram p 
up operations in early 2017, its 
econom ic  p e rfo rm a n c e  has 
been h it or miss.

Between Dec. 22, 2015, and  
Dec. 22, 2016, shares o f  O r­
chids (NYSE: TIS) have fallen 
about 18,4 percent, from $30.86 
to $25.18 a share, according to 
the New. York Stock Exchange.

O rc h id s ’ s to c k  p e a k e d  at 
$36.01 a share on July 11, NYSE 
figures show.

In filings w ith the Securities
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an d  Exchange C om m ission , 
or SEC, Orchids also reported  
mixed economic signals.

In  the  first n ine  m on ths of
2016, net sales inched upw ard 
by ab o u t $243,000 over th e  
same period i n  2015, according 
to an SEC report filed Dec. 14.

Net smiles, though, slid sharply 
■in the last th ree m onths ending

S ept 30, falling from $46.8 m il­
lion in  2015 to $39.6 m illion in 
the sam e period this year. .

The skid was largely due to 
decreases in paper shipm ents, 
though  the SEC repo rt noted 
there  was a 3 percent increase 
in  p a ren t ro ll p ro d u c tio n  in  
O klahom a in  prepara tion  for 
the Barnwell plant opening.

"P aren t ro ll p ro d u c tio n  at

Pryor, (Oklahom a) though  3 
percent higher than in  2015, was 
used in  p a rt for the Barnwell, 
South Carolina start-up and in 
part to increase finished-goods 
inventory, thereby  foregoing 
m argin we would have received 
on parent roll sales in  favor of 
m argin we expect to gain when 
we sell this tonnage as converted 
product,’’ the report states.

"In  o rder to  im prove up o n  
cash  flow s, M an ag em en t is 
planningto  resume the practice 
o f selling excess parent rolls in 
the fourth  quarter ”

Orchids has long-term debt of 
$124,7 million as o f Sept 30, ac­
cording to the SEC report.

M uch of the new  debt is the 
result o f financing the  startup  
of the Barnwell plant. U.S. Bank

is listed  in  SEC filings as the 
lender for Orchids.

Sloan acknowledged Orchids’ 
track recordhasn’tbeen  perfect, 
but given the scarcity of jobs in  _  
Barnwell County, the C ounty  
C o u n c ilm an  still th in k s  O r­
chids will put people to  work.

A t 5,8 p e rc e n t,  B a rn w e ll 
C oun ty  lags beh in d  th e  state 
unem ploym ent rate average of 
4.9 percent, according to N o­
vem ber figures released by the  
S.C. D ep a rtm en t o f E m ploy­
ment and Workforce.

There are also m ore u n em ­
ployed residents than  available 
jobs in Barnwell County.

In November, the C ounty re­
ported 494 people unemployed 
w ith  on ly  305 availab le jo b  
openings, rank ing  the county 
eighth worst in the  state in that 
category, state figures show.

About one in  four -  27,3 per­
cent -  o f Barnwell County resi­

dents live in  poverty, according 
to U.S. census figures.

“T he job im pact is going to 
be very nice for us,” Sloan said. 
"They’re hiring people from the 
area, and that w ill have a big im ­
pact on us. Fin tickled to  death ”

C o u n ty : A iken

6 6 2 0 7 -0 1 -0 4 _ a 1 0 0 2 .p d f

Page: 3

mailto:msmith@aikenstandard.com


SC0148

newzgrpup Title: Form er Scuttle s  Island spokesm an involved in  Project Tissue

Author: BY MICHAEL SM ITH msmith@aikenstandard.com

Size: 159.34 column inches

North Augusta, SC  Circulation: 2454

Star
Publication Date: 01/04/2017 Page Number: a1

U ! ,w*pS

' - .■■•: '. V--;-/" :■, , ■ . STAFF PHOTO BY MICHAEL SMITH -

Orchids Papier Products in Barnwell measures 300,000square feet and is scheduledfor a grand opening sometime in 2017. An­
drew Thompson, former spokesman for the proposed Scuttle's Island water park in North Augusta, was heavily involved during 
the tissue plant's early conceptual stages.
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Legal battle over MOX facility at 
Savannah River Site continues

BY THOMAS GARDINER
tgardiner@aiken$tandard.com

The legal saga su rro u n d in g  
p lu to n iu m  d isp o s itio n  an d  
construction of Savannah River 
Site’s MOXfacility began nearly 
a year ago and  will begin a new 
chapter as th e  calendar tu rn s  
to 2017..

S,C. Gov, N ikk i H aley in iti­
ated  legal ac tio n  aga in st th e  
U.S. D epartm ent of Energy on 
Jan, 26, 2016, She sent a letter 
to State A ttorney General Alan 
W ilson to  “in itia te  litigation  
on behalf of the state o f South 
C aro lina against DOE ” T hat 
lawsuit is still active.

Thatletterw asgeneratedafter 
the Energy D epartm ent failed 
to meet deadlines andfulfill ob­
ligations to the state regarding 
plutonium  curren tly  stored at 
the Savannah River Site, .

O f the approximately 13 m et­
ric tons o f plutonium  stored at 
S avannah  River Site, a little  
m ore th a n  h a lf  was p a rt o f an 
in te rn a tio n a l ag re em e n t to 
perm anently  dem ilitarize plu­
tonium .

In the agreem ent with Russia, 
the U.S. pledged to process the 
m ateria l th ro u g h  th e  M ixed  
O xide Fuel Fabrication Facil­
ity at SRS. Plutonium processed 
th ro u g h  th e  facility w ould be 
m ixed w ith n a tu ra l u ran ium , 
creating  fuel for com m ercial 
nuclear power plants that could 
not be used for nuclear weapons 
.purposes. '

T h e  N u c le a r  R e g u la to ry  
C om m ission issued the origi­
n a l c o n s tru c tio n  license for

M OX in  2005, L aw m akers, 
in c lu d in g  U.S. Sen. L indsey  
G raham , R-S.C., passed  leg­
islation requ iring  the DOE to 
meet the construction deadline 
or remove at least 1 met ric ton

of plutonium  from  the state for 
each year beyond the m issed 
construction deadline.

M issing bo th  deadlines, the 
state lawsuit is try ing to  get le­
gal enforcement o f a $1 m illion 
daily penalty levied against the 
Energy D epartm ent for contin­
ued failure to meet those obliga­
tions. The penalty caps at $100 
m illion per year and  reached its 
lim it in  April.

Since those requirements have 
still not been met, the tally be­
gins again on Jan. 1,2017. Each 
calendar day tha t obligations 
go unm et, the state will count 
ag a in s t th e  D O E. T h e  fine  
could reach its annual $100 m il­
lion cap again on April 10,2017.

U.S. Secretary o f Energy E r­
nest M oniz penned  a letter to 
Haley in January of 2016, saying 
the federal departm ent would 
begin  a “dilu te and  dispose” 
process to start the journey for 
plutonium  to leave the state.

The D O E.announced earlier 
th is  year th a t som e m ateria l 
had  been processed th ro u g h  
that m ethod but listed less than  
10kg for a total. Not only has the 
DOE continually fallen short of

its obligations to the Palm etto 
State, but more plutonium  was

brought into the  state in 2016,
In  February, a nuclear tran s­

p o r ta t io n  sh ip  w as sp o tte d  
leaving the Port of Charleston. 
Later, nuclear watchdog group 
SRS W atch reported  approxi- 
mately 20kg of plutonium  had 
been shipped to  the U.S., and  
the shipm ent was confirm ed by 
the Swiss government.

T hen  in  late May, 331kg o f  
plutonium  was im ported from  
Japan. H aley  sen t a le tte r  to 
M oniz, asking the  shipm ent be 
rerouted -  it was not,

H aley  h as  re p e a te d ly  to ld  
M oniz and the federal govern­
m ent that South Carolina will 
no t tolerate being treated  as a 
'nuclear dum ping ground.”

In  2014, th e ‘N uclear R egu­
latory  C om m ission signed an 
ex tension  for th e  MOX con­
struction  license, m oving the 
final license deadline to M arch 
2025. In its announcem ent, the 
N RC cited  several p rob lem s 
tha t lead to the initial deadline 
being missed.

The release said, “MOX Ser­
vices asked for the extension in 
May after a num ber o f factors 
delayed construction, including 
lower th a n  requested  annua l 
fu n d in g  from  C ongress and  
delays in  th e  delivery o f com ­
ponents and  key construction  
activities”

Congressional funding con­
tinues to  be an  issue for MOX, 
as National Defense Authoriza­
tion Acts in the years following

2014 have kept funding at $340 
m illion -  the baseline figure to  
keep construc tion  alive. T hat 
figure does not change for fis­
cal year 2017.

The lawsuit was heard before a 
judge in the summer, and Judge 
J. Michelle Childs issued an in i­
tial ruling, but that ruling asked 
for fu rth e r  justifica tion . The 
co u rt’s decision is w hether or 
not it has jurisdiction in a case 
involving a m onetary claim, as 
federal m onetary  lawsuits are 
typicallyhandledinU .S, claims 
court. DOE counsel argues the 
case should be moved.

The South C arolina counsel 
has subm itted a request for re­
consideration and  the federal 
response is due by Dec. 31. It is 
unknow n w hen th a t response 
will be available to the public.

According to sources close to 
the case, Elaley’s team  will s ta rt 
the $1 million daily counter to ­
morrow. It is unclear how tha t 
may change, if  at all, once gu­
bernatorial power is transferred 
to current Lt, Gov. H enry  M c­
Master.

The M cM aster team, said  it 
could no t com m ent on policy 
until after that transfer is com ­
plete because o f legal concerns.

In a statem ent released by the 
Energy D epartm ent, a spokes­
p erson  said  th e  d e p a r tm e n t 
w ould continue construc tion  
o f th e  facility  as d irec ted  by 
Congress.
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USC economists predict SC economy strong, stable for 2017
Steady economic gains 

are expected for South Car­
olina in 2017 despite the 
political uncertainty that 
comes with a new governor 
and U.S. president. The

gains build on positive 
growth across most- of the 
Palmetto State’s industries 
and regions; according to 
University of South Carolina 
economists at the Darla 
Moore School of Business.

Doug Woodward, direc­
tor of research, and Joseph 
Von Nessen, a research 
economist, presented their 
2017 forecast Thursday 
(Dec. 8) to more than 150 of 
the state's business and 
community leaders at the 
36th Annual Economic Out­
look Conference (EOC). 
They reported that the state 
is poised to build on its exist­
ing momentum and to  con­
tinue generating new jobs 
and rising incomes for South 
Carolinians.

They expect job creation - 
- the single best predictor of 
economic performance -  to 
grow 2,6 percent in 2017.

"South Carolina's econ­
omy is growing at a healthy 
pace," said Von Nessen. 
"And we expect the state to 
continue tobuild on this 
momentum in 2017.”

He said the South Car­
olina’s economy also is in the 
midst of a "paradigm shift," 
which will bring new chal­
lenges for the state in 2017.

“ For the last several 
years ou rra te  of economic 
growth has been accelerat­
ing, but in 2016 it leveled off 
and is now growing at a con­
stant ra te ," Von Nessen 
said. “ In addition, the labor 
market has strengthened 
considerably. Our unemploy­
ment rate has dropped to 4.7 
percent. And although this is 
good news fo r workers, it 

also means that employers

C o u n ty : M arion

qualified employees to fill 
new positions. Going for­
ward, if we want to  achieve a 
higher rate o f economic 
growth, this skills gap will 
have to  be addressed."

Tackling'a skills gap will 
likely be an important part of 
the next governor’s mission.

“ Gov. Haley came into 
office with a priority to gen­
erate employment opportuni­
ties for South Carolinians 
during a period of high unem­
ployment following the Great 
Recession," Von Nessen 
said. "Lt. Gov. McMaster, by 
contrast, will likely inherit a 
healthier economy in which 
unemployment is relatively 
low, and a skills gap that pre­
vents many workers from 
being hired."

The economists said two 
industry sectors led the 
broad-based growth in 2016.

The manufacturing sector 
and the professional and, 
business services sector 
were the fastest growing 
industries this year, having 
driven high-wage job creation 
throughout the state and 
supporting high rates of con­
sumer spending.

“We are seeing strong 
job growth within the profes­
sional service sectors as well 
as within aerospace, auto­
motive and tire manufactur­
ing," he said. "Each of these 
industries is creating jobs 
that pay significantly above 
the state average. In turn, 
these workers are spending 
their wages in South Car­
olina and thus creating addi­
tional economic ”

They also identified the 
construction sector as a 
bright spot.

Construction played a 
key role in South Carolina’s 
economic growth in 2016, 
especially along the coastal 
regions of the state. In addi­
tion to  the overall strength­
ening of housing demand.

which experienced lackluster 
growth from 2010 to 2015, 
the construction industry 
was propelled by rebuilding 
efforts going toward repair­
ing damage from the historic 
2015 flood.

In fact, Woodward and 
Von Nessen estimate that 
more than 20,000 temporary 
S.C. jobs will have been cre­
ated in the construction and 
retail sectors by the time the 
rebuilding process is com­
pleted. They also expect a 
similar, though smaller stim­
ulus in the construction 
industry to occur in 2017 as 
a result of Hurricane 
Matthew.

The economists antici­
pate the size of the labor 
force to continue to grow in 
2017 as job opportunities 
continue to rise, which 
implies marginal decreases 
in the unemployment rate 
over the next year.

The Moore School fore­
cast outlines an unemploy­
ment rate over the next 12 
months that will drop slightly 
from its current rate of 4.7 
percent to  approximately 4.5 
percent. However, total per­
sonal income is shown to 
grow at 4.8 percent in 2017 
-  a rate comparable to its 
growth rate in 2016.

The daylong Economic 
Outlook Conference also 
included a keynote address 
from Boston University 
economist Laurence Kot­
likoff on how the new Trump 
administration will likely 
affect the U.S. economy. 
The two most significant 
economic impacts of a 
Trump presidency on the Pal­
metto State are a possible 
renegotiation or elimination 
of trade deals and changes in 
military and veteran spend­

ing. Manufacturing exports 
and the state's military pres­
ence play major roles in the 
state's economy.

Kotlikoff also addressed 
the federal budget, debt and 
other critical issues that will 
face the new administration 
in 2017. .

The conference also fea­
tured presentations on 
South Carolina’s long-run 
competitiveness by Meghan 
Hughes Hickman, executive 
director of EngenuitySC, and 
Ann Marie Stieritz, president 
and CEO of the South Car­
olina Council on Competi­
tiveness. .

South Carolina 
communities at a glance 
Employment:
In 2016, South Carolina

experienced gains in employ­
ment across most major 
metropolitan regions of the 
state (October 2016 employ­
ment compared against 
October 2015),

The largest gains 
occurred in Rock Hill (+3.4 
percent) and Charleston 
(+3.2 percent). More mod­
est gains occurred in Ander­
son (+2.2 percent), 
Columbia (+2.0 percent), 
Spartanburg (+1.9 percent), 

■Greenville (+1.3 percent), 
Augusta (+1.0 percent), 
Myrtle Beach (+0.9 percent), 
Darlington (+0.9 percent) 
and Florence (+0.2 percent), 
Sumter experienced minor 
employment losses over the 
past year (-0.3 percent).

Retail trade:
Retail trade employment 

in South Carolina saw steady 
gains throughout 2016 culmi­
nating in a growth rate o f 1.8 
percent as o f October 2016 
(October 2016 compared 
against October 2015). Addi­
tionally, several regions of 
the state witnessed more 
sizable gains. Regions of the 
Palmetto State with gains in 
retail trade that exceeded 
the state average occurred 
in Spartanburg (+5.2 per­
cent), Myrtle Beach (+2.9 
percent) and Charleston 
(+2.3 percent).
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