
Deductibles
make spiritsfall
like downed trees
At Thursday'sCatastrophe Claims Centerin Bluffton,

some residentsare frustrated thathigh deductibles
mean they'll befooting thetree­removal bill.

BY KELLY MEYERHOFER
kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com
When Lowcoun­

tryresidents
buy ahouse,
they usually

plant trees.
DebbieBirkett did the

opposite.
Afterbuying aproperty

inthe Rookery neigh­
borhood ofHilton Head
Plantation twoyears ago,
she hadthree treesmoved
and trimmedthick, ex­
tending branchesof three
others.
The homeowner recog­

nized the dangerthe tall
timbers coulddotoher
home during ahurricane.

Still, herefforts didn't
stand a chanceagainst
Hurricane Matthew, which
pushed twotreesthrough
Birkett's bedroom. Anoth­
er six toppledover inher
yard.
She andother Beaufort

County propertyowners
headed to theCatastrophe
Claims Centeron Thurs­
day tonavigate thein­
tricacies ofinsurance in
the aftermathof Matthew.
Morethan adozen in­

surance companies set up
tents inthe parking lotof
Bluffton's HomeDepot to
answerquestions.

For many residents, the
answers companyrepre­
sentatives providedre­
vealed aharsh reality ­
onelikely tohit home­
owners hard inthepocket­
books.
Matthew dealtHilton

Head"an unprecendented
amount oftree damage,"
Gov. Nikki Haley hassaid.
Yet standardhome­

owner's insurance policies
donot covertree removal,
saidHelen McCallof
Seibel, a companythat
handles claimsfor several
insurance companies.
Further, wind andhail

insurance typically only

covers tree removalif it
damaged a dwellingor
blocks a driveway or
handicap ramp, she said.
And deductibles arealso

almost always higherfor
hurricanes than for
storms, saidRuss Dubisky,
executive director ofS.C.
Insurance Association.

HIGH DEDUCTIBLES
For Birkett's Centauri

policy, the$1,000 deduc­
tible for smallstorms
jumps to$5,000for a
hurricane, shesaid.As a
school counselorat
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DEDUCTIBLES
Bluffton Middle School,
that's asignificant out­of­
pocket payment.
"It seemslikethey hit

youwhen you're down,"
shesaid.
Incomparison to others'

policies,Birkett's deduc­
tible isasighof relief.
Barry Barthelman,also

of Hilton HeadPlantation,
hasa2percentdeductible
onthe totalvalue of his
home.
Twotree removal esti­

mates, onefor $8,000
andanother for $3,000,

fallbelow his$9,000
deductible, which means
the insurancecompany
canskirt thecost.
If Barthelmanwants to

removethe twotreesthat
struck his home andthe
fivelying inhisyard, he'll
have tofootthe billhim­
self.
One propertyowner

cameto Dubisky with a
$30,000 deductible.
Others canexpect topay
10percentof the total
value oftheir home.

Somecompany's pol­
iciesspecify thenumber of
treesthey will coverfor
removal.
Pat Feinberg, another

Hilton HeadPlantation
resident, cannotsee her
house fromthe street.
A tangleof toppledtrees

block the driveway'sen­
trance. Her policy will
onlycover thecost of two
inher yardandtwoon her
house.
Shedeclined tosay

under which insurance

company shehasapolicy.
If winddoes further

damageto thetwotrees
that struck a corner ofher
house,Feinberg willpay
less outof pocket thanshe
will for thehurricane, she
said.
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@KellyMeyerhofer

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 10/14/2016

Deductibles make spiritsfall like downed trees
BY KELLY MEYERHOFER kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com
79.98 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 1

65024-10-14_3005.pdf

County: Beaufort



KELLYMEYERHOFER kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com

Several insurancecompanieswere availabletoanswerhomeowners'questionsThursday atthe CatastropheClaims
Centerintheparkinglot ofBluffton'sHomeDepot.
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4th death
reported inS.C.
COLUMBIA

A fourthdeath has been
attributedtoHurricane
MatthewinSouth Car­
olina.
Gov. Nikki Haley said

duringaStatehousenews
conference Thursday that
aperson died inDillon
Countyearlier this week
whiletrying tomove a
wire inan areathat con­
tained water.
Department of Natural

Resources DirectorAlvin
Taylor saidtheLittle Pee
Dee Riverhad crested,
which isgood news for
residentsinflooded com­
munitiesin thestate's
northeast.
ButHaley saidshe and

officials are "holdingour
breath"when it comes to
the WaccamawRiver in
Conway, which isnot
expected toreach its peak
until early nextweek. The
rising water hasflooded
the ConwayMarina and
couldwash overrailroad
trestles intown.
Haley also saidjustover

75,000peopleare still
without electricity in
SouthCarolina.
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S.C. reports4th
storm­related
death
COLUMBIA

Afourthdeathhasbeen
attributedtoHurricane
MatthewinSouthCarolina.
Gov.Nikki Haley said

duringaStatehousenews
conference Thursday that
aperson died inDillon
Countythis week while
trying tomoveawirein an
areathat contained water.
Department of Natural

Resources DirectorAlvin
Taylor said theLittle Pee
Dee Riverhad crested,
which isgood news for
residentsinflooded com­
munities inthestate's
northeast.
ButHaley said she and

officials are "holdingour
breath"when it comes to
the WaccamawRiver in
Conway, which isnot
expected toreach itspeak
until early nextweek. The
rising water hasflooded
the ConwayMarina and
couldwash overrailroad
trestles intown.
Haley also said justover

75,000people arestill
without electricity in
SouthCarolina.
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Some BeaufortCountybusiness
owners confused aboutre­entry
BYWADE LIVINGSTON
wlivingston@islandpacket.com
Anew state program ­

previouslyuntested by
disaster­and aseparate
countyprocess left some
businessownershoping to
re­enterBeaufortCounty
earlyinthe wakeof Hurri­
caneMatthewconfused
andfrustrated.
TheS.C. Emergency

ManagementDivision's
BusinessReentry Certifi­
cationprogram wassigned
intolaw inJuly,according
toagencyspokesperson
DerrecBecker.
Itprovides acredential

forbusiness operators and
employers whoassist"in
therestoration ofutility or
otherservices" toreturn
toan area"subject toa
stateor localcurfew." But
localauthorities canstill
refusebusinesses access
toan areadeemed unsafe.
Andfor places suchas
BeaufortCountythat have

theirown re­entrypro­
cesses,the program does
notsupersede them.
Somebusinessowners,

however, werenot aware
ofthe county'sprocess.
"I'veowned astorage

facilityfor 24years (on
Hilton HeadIsland),and
I'venever heard ofa
BeaufortCountyre­entry
program,"BubbaGillis
saidThursday morning.
Gilliswason theisland

cleaning uphisoffice at
Bubba'sHilton Head Ship­
pingand Storageafter
about afootof water
floodedit. He'd heeded
Gov. NikkiHaley's evac­
uationorder andheard
fromothers about the
state'sre­entry certifica­
tionprogram. He'd gone
onlineand registered his
business,but when he
didn'thear anything back,
hemadeacall toColum­

biaandwas toldto call the
county.
Hedid,and learneda

statebusinesscredential
wouldn't beenoughtoget
himhome. Hewas told he
shouldapplied for acoun­
ty re­entrypass well in
advanceof Matthew.
Thestate's process was

in"beta testing mode,"
Beckersaid­there
wasn't enoughtimefor a
fullmarketing andmessa­
gingcampaignahead of
thestorm.
Gilliswasfrustrated and

wonderedwhythe county
hasaseparate process
fromthe state.

WHAT GIVES?
"TheBeaufortCounty

re­entrypass program was
initiatedin2007 asa
lessonlearned fromdisas­
tersinother areas," Beau­
fortCountySheriff's Of­

fice spokespersonCapt.
BobBromage saidThurs­
daymorning."The pur­
pose...is toprovide cer­
tainagencies withentry to
thecounty toperform
emergencyserviceoper­
ations."
Thoseagencies are

identifiedandapproached
bythe BeaufortCounty
Emergency Management
Division,Bromagesaid,
addingthat serviceprovid­
erscould alsocontact the
division ifthey werein­
terested inobtaining a
pass.
There areno passes

solely forbusinesses, he
said.
Passesare reviewed and

issuedevery three years,
hesaid.
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BUSINESSES
The current batch­

5,215 passes ­wasissued
inspring 2015 and are
valid throughspring 2018.
Peoplecannot applyfor
themduringadisaster like
Matthew, Bromagesaid.
Finalapproval ofpasses

is granted byLt.Col. Neil
Baxley,director of the
county'semergency man­
agement division,Brom­
age said.

3TYPESOF PASSES
A First entryis reserved

for agenciesproviding
"immediate" search­and­
rescue andlife­saving

efforts, infrastructureand
government re­establish­
ment,and agencies that
support those efforts.
A Secondentry is for

"continued" re­establish­
ment ofhospitals and
emergencymedical servic­
es, groups that support law
enforcement, fireand
government personnel,
continued clearance of
highwaysand infrastruc­
ture, andlimited estab­
lishment of"emergency
welfareservices" (such as
placeswhere foodand
water will bedistributed).
A Securitypasses allow

securitycompanies estab­
lished byhomeowners
associations andproperty
owners associationsto
resume operations.
As officialslearned

moreabout damage
throughoutthe county,
exceptions were made
that allowedbusiness
owners whodid nothave a
county pass toenter,
Bromage said.Extrapow­
er line workersandtree
cutterswere needed, and
water andutilities compa­
nies were allowedtoen­
ter, Bromagesaid.
Whenasked if thecoun­

ty had identifiedworkers
that should have been
approachedbut weren't,
andif communication to
the publiccouldhave been
better, Bromagesaidthose
items wouldbediscussed
inafter­action briefings.
"In the nextseveral

weeks therewill bealotof
discussion about the re­
entry process,and I'm
sure it will bediscussed,"
hesaid."It makes good
common sense togo
throughlessons learned."
Representatives from

the BeaufortRegional
Chamber ofCommerce
andthe Hilton Head­
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Bluffton chamber said
they hadnot received calls
fromconstituents who
were confusedor frustrat­
ed bythe process.

DISCLAIMER
According toBecker,

county officialscontacted
stateofficialsSunday ­
the day BeaufortCounty
SheriffP.J. Tannerfirst
discussed re­entryafter
the hurricane at anews
conference ­andasked
themtoadd adisclaimer
tothe Business Re­entry
Certification program's
registration form.
Thatdisclaimer stated

BeaufortCounty hadits
ownreentry process and
directed businessowners
tocall the county.
Thisnote wasadded

under pre­existinglan­
guage that saidlocaloffi­

cialscouldstill refuse
businessowners access to
areas that wereunsafe.
Beaufortand Horry

counties have their own
re­entry process,accord­
ingtoBecker, who added
there may beothers ­
officials fromthose coun­
ties are theones SCEMD
heard fromduringthe
disaster regarding re­
entry.
Horry's process more

closely mirrors thestate's,
Beckersaid.
Like Gillis, SigneGardo,

ownerof Signe's Heaven
Bound Bakery andCafe,
was notaware ofthe
county'sprocess.
She'dregistered her

businessthrough SCEMD
andthought shemight be
abletoget onto Hilton
Headearly. Sheand her
husbandtried late after­

noon Monday but were
turnedaway; others with
similar­lookingcredentials
­a"memorandum of
agreement for business
re­entry"­were also
turnedaway, she said.
ButGardo wasn't upset.
"Who knowswherewe

couldhave even driven,"
shesaid."I wasnot of­
fended. ...When wewent
(to the checkpoint)the
next timeat 1 p.m.(Tues­
day),they said, 'Go.' "
Whenasked if she

wished she'dknow about
the county'sprocess,Gar­
dosaidit would have been
nice tohave morein­
formationbut that it
wouldn't have mattered to
herpersonally.
"(Thehurricane) was a

disaster," shesaid."You
had noidea ifthere were
treesinthe road."

Gillissaidcustomers
were asking him about the
status oftheir storage
units,which was frustrat­
ingbecause he couldn't
tell themanything. And
others were calling to
request units so they could
begin cleaning up­that
was aggravatingbecause
hehad noway ofhelping
them.
His businesswould be

useful tosupport recovery
efforts, hesaid,adding
that hethought it was
classified accordinglyto
allow him earlyentry onto
Hilton Head.
Butafter his roundof

callstothe stateand coun­
ty, hedidn't tryhisluck at
the checkpoint.
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Deductibles
make spiritsfall
like downed trees
At Thursday'sCatastrophe Claims Centerin Bluffton,

some residentsare frustrated thathigh deductibles
mean they'll befooting thetree­removal bill.

BY KELLY MEYERHOFER
kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com
When Lowcoun­

tryresidents
buy ahouse,
they usually

plant trees.
DebbieBirkett did the

opposite.
Afterbuying aproperty

inthe Rookery neigh­
borhood ofHilton Head
Plantation twoyears ago,
she hadthree treesmoved
and trimmedthick, ex­
tending branchesof three
others.
The homeowner recog­

nized the dangerthe tall
timbers coulddotoher
home during ahurricane.

Still, herefforts didn't
stand a chanceagainst
Hurricane Matthew, which
pushed twotreesthrough
Birkett's bedroom. Anoth­
er six toppledover inher
yard.
She andother Beaufort

County propertyowners
headed to theCatastrophe
Claims Centeron Thurs­
day tonavigate thein­
tricacies ofinsurance in
the aftermathof Matthew.
Morethan adozen in­

surance companies set up
tents inthe parking lotof
Bluffton's HomeDepot to
answerquestions.

For many residents, the
answers companyrepre­
sentatives providedre­
vealed aharsh reality ­
onelikely tohit home­
owners hard inthepocket­
books.
Matthew dealtHilton

Head"an unprecendented
amount oftree damage,"
Gov. Nikki Haley hassaid.
Yet standardhome­

owner's insurance policies
donot covertree removal,
saidHelen McCallof
Seibel, a companythat
handles claimsfor several
insurance companies.
Further, wind andhail

insurance typically only

covers tree removalif it
damaged a dwellingor
blocks a driveway or
handicap ramp, she said.
And deductibles arealso

almost always higherfor
hurricanes than for
storms, saidRuss Dubisky,
executive director ofS.C.
Insurance Association.

HIGH DEDUCTIBLES
For Birkett's Centauri

policy, the$1,000 deduc­
tible for smallstorms
jumps to$5,000for a
hurricane, shesaid.As a
school counselorat
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FROMPAGE3A

DEDUCTIBLES
Bluffton Middle School,
that's asignificant out­of­
pocket payment.
"It seemslikethey hit

youwhen you're down,"
shesaid.
Incomparison to others'

policies,Birkett's deduc­
tible isasighof relief.
Barry Barthelman,also

of Hilton HeadPlantation,
hasa2percentdeductible
onthe totalvalue of his
home.
Twotree removal esti­

mates, onefor $8,000
andanother for $3,000,

fallbelow his$9,000
deductible, which means
the insurancecompany
canskirt thecost.
If Barthelmanwants to

removethe twotreesthat
struck his home andthe
fivelying inhisyard, he'll
have tofootthe billhim­
self.
One propertyowner

cameto Dubisky with a
$30,000 deductible.
Others canexpect topay
10percentof the total
value oftheir home.

Somecompany's pol­
iciesspecify thenumber of
treesthey will coverfor
removal.
Pat Feinberg, another

Hilton HeadPlantation
resident, cannotsee her
house fromthe street.
A tangleof toppledtrees

block the driveway'sen­
trance. Her policy will
onlycover thecost of two
inher yardandtwoon her
house.
Shedeclined tosay

under which insurance

company shehasapolicy.
If winddoes further

damageto thetwotrees
that struck a corner ofher
house,Feinberg willpay
less outof pocket thanshe
will for thehurricane, she
said.
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KELLYMEYERHOFER kmeyerhofer@islandpacket.com

Several insurancecompanieswere availabletoanswerhomeowners'questionsThursday atthe CatastropheClaims
Centerintheparkinglot ofBluffton'sHomeDepot.
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UPDATES
4th death
reported inS.C.
COLUMBIA

A fourthdeath has been
attributedtoHurricane
MatthewinSouth Car­
olina.
Gov. Nikki Haley said

duringaStatehousenews
conference Thursday that
aperson died inDillon
Countyearlier this week
whiletrying tomove a
wire inan areathat con­
tained water.
Department of Natural

Resources DirectorAlvin
Taylor saidtheLittle Pee
Dee Riverhad crested,
which isgood news for
residentsinflooded com­
munitiesin thestate's
northeast.
ButHaley saidshe and

officials are "holdingour
breath"when it comes to
the WaccamawRiver in
Conway, which isnot
expected toreach its peak
until early nextweek. The
rising water hasflooded
the ConwayMarina and
couldwash overrailroad
trestles intown.
Haley also saidjustover

75,000peopleare still
without electricity in
SouthCarolina.
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Fourth person dies as
result of storm in S.C.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBIA ­ A fourth death has been
attributed to Hurricane Matthew in South
Carolina.
Gov. Nikki Haley said during a Statehouse

news conference Thursday that a person died
in Dillon County earlier this week while trying
to move a wire in an area that contained water.
Department of Natural Resources Director

Alvin Taylor said the Little Pee Dee River had
crested, which is good news for residents in
?????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????

our breath" when it comes to the Waccamaw
River in Conway, which is not expected to
reach its peak until early next week. The ris­
???????????????????????????????????????????
could wash over railroad trestles in town.
Haley also said just over 75,000 people are

still without electricity in South Carolina.
Many of the remaining outages are in the Pee

??????????????????????????????????????????
and some rivers are not expected to crest until
next week.

Residents and property owners who evacu­
ated Fripp Island as Hurricane Matthew ap­
proached are returning to the Beaufort County
resort island.
The Island Packet, of Hilton Head Island,

reported that power was restored to the island
Wednesday night and residents were allowed
back in Thursday morning. It was the last
island in the county where access was still re­
stricted after the storm.
The storm downed trees and tossed around

docks but there did not appear to be extensive
structural damage to homes on the island.
Contractors working to repair damaged in­

frastructure on Fripp were also allowed onto
the island on Thursday.
Contractors hired to repair damage to indi­

vidual homes are being allowed to enter the
gated island today.
????????????????????????????????????????

some areas of South Carolina.
The National Weather Service reports the

Little Pee Dee River near Galivants Ferry in
??????????????????????????????????????????
almost 90 years ago.
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MOX scratched from nuclear council meeting
BY THOMAS GARDINER
tgardiner@aikenstandard.com
COLUMBIA ­ The South Caro­

lina Nuclear Advisory Council heard
updates from various nuclear enti­
ties from around the state Thursday,
excluding one agency that decided to
forgo the meeting.
The National Nuclear Security Ad­

ministration was asked by the council
to give an update presentation on
the status of the Mixed Oxide Fuel
Fabrication Facility, or MOX, but
declined.
Committee member and State Sena­

tor Tom Young, R­Aiken, said, "The
NNSA was requested to be here by
the Chair of the Committee Karen
Patterson and myself over two months

ago, and we were recently told they
were not attending.
"They said the issues with Russia

led to that decision, but they had never
committed to attending."
The beleaguered MOX facility

was part of an international nuclear
nonproliferation agreement meant to
dispose of 68 metric tons of weapons­
grade plutonium between the United
States and Russia.
In recent years, the NNSA has tried

to move away from the facility and cut
off funding.
Citing U.S. actions in contradiction

with the agreement, Russia cut off the
agreement.

??????????????????????????????????
the Nuclear Advisory Council is
charged with advising Gov. Nikki
Haley on numerous issues pertaining
to the nuclear industry in the state,
including the Barnwell ChemNuclear
disposal site and the Savannah
River Site.
Representatives for the Barnwell site

were in attendance, as were members
from SRS entities Savannah River
Nuclear Solutions and Savannah
River Remeditation. The next council
meeting will be held in January 2017.

Thomas Gardiner is the Savannah
River Site beat reporter for the Aiken
Standard.
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Revealing diagnosis
of Obamacare
The Patient Protection and Af­

fordable Care Act is misguided
­ and misnamed The land­
mark law also, according to

a withering assessment last week from
a prominent American, has created a
"crazy system where all of a sudden 25
million more people have health care and
then the people who are out there busting
it, sometimes 60 hours a week, wind up
with their premiums doubled and their

coverage cut in half. It's
the craziest thing in the
world."
That astute diagnosis
wasn't expressed by Don­
ald Trump, Mike Pence,
Nikki Haley, Tim Scott
or another Republican.
It was delivered by for­

mer President Bill Clin­
ton at a campaign rally in Flint, Mich., for
his wife Hillary, the Democratic White
House nominee who has stressed her
commitment to building on the alleged
successes of the ACA.
Mr. Clinton, since providing that fair
analysis, has been trying to, in the mod­
ern political vernacular, "walk it back."
For instance, at a rally in Athens, Ohio,
one day after his "craziest" comment, he
gave this damage­control spin:
"Look, the Affordable Health Care Act

did a world of good, and the 50­some­
thing efforts to repeal it that the Republi­
cans have staged were a terrible mistake.
?????????????????????????????????????????
least are providing insurance to more

than 90 percent of our people."
Yet the fundamental truth of his initial
observation last week persists.
And as Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton,
also a Democrat and a longtime advocate
for the law, put it on Wednesday:
"The reality is the Affordable Care Act

is no longer affordable for increasing
numbers of people."
Minnesota insurance regulators have
declared a "state of emergency" over
escalating premiums in medical cover­
age under the federal law. And they have
managed, so far, to keep companies from
abandoning the state exchange.
However, the ACA has predictably
warped the medical insurance market
??????????????????????????????????????????
premium­price increases while forcing
many insurance companies to get out of
the Obamacare business.
That trend has hit home in our state,
too. As reported last week in The Post
and Courier:
"Prices for Obamacare health plans will
skyrocket in South Carolina next year,
and only one company will sell them, the
state Department of Insurance announced
Tuesday.
Following the departure of Aetna and
United Healthcare, BlueCross BlueShield
of South Carolina remains the last option
for Affordable Care Act customers in this
state."
Also from that story:
"When HealthCare.gov debuted in 2013,
four insurance companies offered plans

insurers sold plans. Since then, most of
those carriers either folded or decided to
exit the marketplace to stem their losses."
And: "Aetna announced in August that

it would pull out of the federal market­
place in South Carolina and in 10 other
states because the company lost $430
million on Obamacare customers in less
than three years."
Ray Farmer, director of the S.C. Depart­
ment of Insurance, told our reporter:
"If a company like Aetna, whose ex­
pertise has been around for 100 years,
cannot make money ... somebody has got
to take a look at the Affordable Care Act
and say, 'What's not working?' "
And beyond that costly private­market­
place impact lies this ominous public­
purse reality:
The ACA is, in effect, another unafford­
able federal entitlement program adding
to the bottom­line challenges awaiting
our next president, who will inherit a
record national debt of more than $20
trillion.
Plus, as Mr. Clinton himself said last
week even while attempting to soften
the blow of his too­candid ACA opinion:
"But there is a group of people ­ mostly
small business owners and employees ­
who make just a little too much money
to qualify for Medicaid expansion or for
the tax incentives who can't get afford­
able health insurance premiums in a lot
of places. And the reason is they're not
in big pools. So they have no bargaining
power."
Americans also should have no linger­
ing illusions about a frequently repeated
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pledge from President Barack Obama
before Congress passed the ACA in 2010
without a single Republican vote.
As the White House website framed
that familiar ­ and broken ­ promise:
"If you like your doctor, you can keep

your doctor. If you like your health care

plan, you can keep your health care plan."
President Obama and his legislative
allies often assured the public, too, that
their insurance premiums would go
down, not up.
Clearly, that has not been the case.
Just as clearly, President Clinton was

correct in his description of the "crazy
system" induced by the ACA.
And as other critics of the law warned

much sooner, a more appropriate title
would be the Unaffordable Care Act.

– Post and Courier, Charleston

Obama

SC0148 Aiken Standard
Page Number: 13Publication Date: 10/14/2016

Revealing diagnosis of Obamacare

70.06 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Aiken, SC    Circulation: 19635

Page: 2

66000-10-14_13002.pdf

County: Aiken



AFTERHURRICANE MATTHEW

Flood fearsstill rise
Itisn'toveryet for PeeDeecommunities; Lowcountry waitsfor'all clear'
BY CLIF LEBLANC
cleblanc@thestate.com

A secondpunchfrom
Hurricane Matthewon
Tuesday meant worsening
floods andmorerescues
inthe PeeDee, whilefolks
inSouth Carolina's Low­
country are stillwaiting
for officials tosay it'ssafe
for themtoreturnhome.
The deluge dumped

over the weekendon
NorthCarolina's border
areas ismaking its way

down majorrivers that
meander tothe sea in
South Carolina–largely
the LittlePee Dee,Lum­
ber andWaccamawrivers.
"It'sgoing tobevery

Floyd­like," saidCapt.
Robert McCullough,
spokesman for the S.C.
Department of Natural
Resources.
Hurricane Floydwas the

1999storm that caused

widespread flooding in
both states.InConway,
the Waccamawcame
close torecord levels,
which tookdays todrain
and delayedthe recovery.

SEEFLOOD, 6A

ONLINE

Checkthestate.comfor the latest
onHurricane Matthew'simpact on
SouthCarolina

MOREINSIDE

42 Beaufortcats atColumbia
shelter,3A
Risingriverfrightens Kingstree,
3A
AG's officeinvestigating
price­gouging, 3A
Confused? Worried? A
post­stormsurvival guide,7A
State expectssignificantlosses
to cotton crop, 6B
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FLOOD
Inthe town ofNichols,

which wasswamped this
weekby overflows from
the Lumberand theLittle
Pee Deerivers, Marion
Countyadministrator Tim
Harper said172 people
stillare inshelters at two
schools, andsome roads
andbridges areclosed.
Some150 peoplewho

fled toTown Hall,the
highest groundthey could
find, were rescuedMon­
day.
Anadditional 40 people

and40 animalsliving
alongthe banks ofthe
Little PeeDee down­
stream ofNichols were
saved onTuesday, McCul­
loughsaid.
Teams ofgame wardens

inboats andfour­wheel­
drivevehicles, directed
fromoverhead by aState
Law EnforcementDivision
helicopter, pluckedpeople
fromthe communities of
Red Bluff, Fork Retch,

Davis Landing, Galivants
Ferry and JohnsonLake,
McCullough said.
"We'refairly confident

that we've gotten all the
people, at least notified
and/or evacuated,"
McColloughsaid late
Tuesday afternoon of a
stretch of theLittle Pee
Dee that reaches tothe
county line with Williams­
burg County."I knowwe
rescuedacouple ofhorses
andsome goats."
WORST FLOODING
STILL TOCOME
S.C. transportation offi­

cialslate Tuesday pre­
pared toblock offcertain
Pee Deeroads andar­
rangedetoursafter decid­
ingseveral roadsand
bridgesmay be over­
toppedwith flood waters.
Hydrologists who are

advising theNatural Re­
sources agency predictthe
Little PeeDee –which was
16feet,8inches above

normal onTuesday after­
noon –will crest ashighas
18feet byThursday,
McColloughsaid.
"It'salready arecord,"

hesaidof the 16­foot
mark the river reachedat
Galivants Ferry in1928.
"So, it'show highdoes the
record go."
The National Weather

Serviceforecast is bitless
ominous forthe Little Pee
Dee at GalivantsFerry.
The river,which eventu­
ally drainsto WinyahBay
at Georgetown, wasex­
pectedtocrest at 17feet,
not 18feet,sometimeover
nightTuesday.
A privatedam inthe

southern part ofMarion
County, Baxley Farm
dam, is partiallybreached
but holding,the state
environmental agency
said.Thatdam is consid­
ered a "significant ha­
zard," whichmeans it
posesarisk toproperty

and life,Department of
Health andEnvironmental
Controlspokesman Robert
Yannity said.
Stateand localofficials

received notice late Tues­
day that the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency is makingfederal
disaster assistance avail­
ablefor recovery efforts in
13 hard­hit counties.
McCullough saidhis

agency isturning its atten­
tion tocentralHorry
Countyand theslow­
moving but swellingWac­
camaw River.
"We'realso very con­

cernedabout Conway," he
said, addingthat local
officialsas oflate Tuesday
afternoon had not request­
ed help fromthe state.
"We'restanding bydown
there."
Natural Resources'

projections place theWac­
camaw crestingat 17feet,
5 inches–just under its
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1928record of 17feet,8
inches, hesaid.
Butfederal data is

slightlyless dire.
With headwaters in

flood­ravaged eastern
NorthCarolina, the Wac­
camaw shouldreach 16.6
feet bySunday afternoon –
not 17.5feet,according to
the NationalWeather
Service's river forecast.
"Given the trend,it

doesn't look likeit is ap­
proachingacrest anytime
soon," saidBrianMcCal­
lum,datachief at the U.S.
Geological Survey's South
Atlantic WaterScience
Center. "It seemsfeasible
it might stillcontinue
going up" beyondSunday.

THESTATE OF THE
LOWCOUNTRY
About 300roads and

bridgesremained closed
statewide Tuesday eve­
ning. Gov. Nikki Haley
saidthe state–buffeted
several timesinrecent
years byMother Nature–
is facingdifferent chal­
lengesinthe Lowcounty
thaninthe Pee Dee.
Attentioninthe south­

ernregion is onrecovery
and getting peopleback to
their homes.She called
again for patience.
"Ourjob is nottomake

sure that youget back
home inrecord time,"
Haley saidduringanoon
briefing. "... (I)t'sall

about safety. I wantyouto
take asecond andcount
your blessingsbecause
youhave your life."
Hilton HeadIsland

announced that people
couldreturn as of 3p.m.
Tuesday. Still, Fripp,
Hunting andHarbor is­
lands remainclosed.
Statewide, 290,000

customers remained with­
out powerasof midday
Tuesday, although
570,000 have had their
powerrestored sinceSat­
urday, Haley said.The
counties with themost
outages areHorry,Beau­
fortand Florence.
Fewerthan 42,000

South CarolinaElectric &
Gas Co. customers were

stillwithout powerTues­
day evening, mainly in
hard­hit areas alongthe
coast,the utility said.
Locally,91 Richland
Countycustomers and 46
inLexington Countystill
were inthe dark.
Officials inthe Lexing­

ton Countytown of
Springdale werekeeping
watchon apondinthe
Shadblow neighborhood
after oneearthendam
breached but another held
onSaturday.

State writers JamieSelf,
Sammy Fretwell,Tim
Flach, RoddieBurris and
Bristow Marchant
contributed.

Robbie Whitelooksoutatthe floodedLittlePee
Dee River.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BYMATT WALSH MWALSH@THESTATE.COM

FrankOliverentersthe WildlifeAction centertoturn offthepowerintheFork RetchcommunityTuesday.
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Stormsurge fromMatthewcarried theseboatsacrossamarshandset themnexttoSeaIslandParkwayinBeaufort.
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ROB THOMPSON SCDOT

Damageandfloodingat EdistoIsland
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