
How to
remember
the past
without
honoring
past
mistakes
Accordingtolegend, onJan. 9,

1861,acadet from theSouth
CarolinaMilitary Academy
firedthe firstshot ofthe

Civil War,preventing theSSStar of
theWestfrom supplyingUnion troops
at FortSumter. The onewho pulled
thelanyard onthe cannon tofirethis
historic shot was, most likely, George
Edward "Tuck" Haynsworth.
Accompanying Haynsworth near

thecannon was asoon­to­be graduate
ofwhat is knowntoday as TheCita­
del,William Stewart Simkins.

Yearslater,Simkins moved toTex­
asand wasnamed as aprofessor of
lawat the University ofTexas in
Austin.And inthe 1950s,anew
men'sdormitory wasopened on the
Austincampus, calledSimkins Hall,
named tohonorThe Citadel gradu­
ate.
I lived inSimkins Hallwhile an

undergraduateat the University of
Texasinthe 1964­65 schoolyear. But
noneof us livingthere had any idea
­or cared­that ourdorm was
named afterthis respected South
Carolinian.

Severalyears ago,Ivisited myold
dorm,but it wasn't "Simkins Hall"
anymore. The Boardof Regentsre­
named it CreeksideResidence Hall in
2010after it became known that
Citadelgraduate Simkins and his
brother hadorganized theKu Klux
Klan inFlorida.
I contactedthe then­regent who

hadproposed dropping the tainted
Simkins nameandtold him that there
wasanother SouthCarolinian with
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that same last name who
remained well­respected
throughouther life, civil
rightsleader Modjeska
Monteith Simkins. Why
not return tothe old
name, but inhonorof her,
I asked? Hesuggested that
I sendmy idea tothecur­
rent Boardof Regents.I
did,and Igot apositive
response. As oftoday, I
have not had furtherword
or seen news reports about
the statusof myproposal.
ButIdosee news re­

ports that Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley,who receivedpositive
national and international
recognition for her and

SouthCarolina when she
was instrumentalinre­
moving aConfederate flag
fromthe StateHouse
grounds, is nowsupport­
ingthe removalof aCon­
federate flag fromthe
chapel at The Citadel.
The Citadel ringhasa

pile of cannonballs below
adepiction ofthe U.S
colors andthe S.C. colors
"depicting theunity of the
stateand federal govern­
ment." Theschool's de­
scription of thering says,
"When the Citadelmoved
toits present location, the
Civil Warcannon balls
piled beforethe OldCita­

del were left behind."
The Citadel andthe ring

purchasedby thestudent
remember thehistoric
actionsof Haynsworth
andSimkins inchalleng­
ingthe U.S. government in
1861. Butthe ringalso
makes astatement that
today wehave an insepa­
rableunion ofthe United
Statesand SouthCarolina.
Divisive remnants ofthe

past­including cannon
balls, aConfederate flag
andother symbolsofthe
deathand damageinour
nation that followed that
cannonballshot over the
bow ofthe Union shipin

Charleston waters ­
should beremembered
but appropriately leftbe­
hindin amuseum.
Haynsworth is remem­

bered with respect asa
Citadel graduate. But
Simkins is remembered
for hisunfortunate youth­
ful exuberance incontin­
uing tocall for hateand
racialdiscrimination after
heand others inthe Con­
federatearmy surrendered
toUnion forces, removed
their uniformsand began
wearingcivilian clothes.
ModjeskaSimkins, a

Columbia nativeborn the
same year William Stewart
Simkins began teaching
law inTexas,isan excel­
lentstandard bearerwho
unites SouthCarolina,
Texasand the restofthe
country towork toresolve
continuing divisions
among whites,blacks,
Hispanics, Muslims and
others who bringpositive
contributions andstrength
toournation. Sheworked
­and others continue her
work ­tobringequal
rightstoall, regardless of
religion, national origin,
race, coloror sex.
I may not succeedin

getting the nameSimkins
Hall back ontomy old
dorm. ButIintend to
continue totell the Texas
Boardof Regentsthat
South Carolinadoeshave
aworthy alternative in
Modjeska Simkinsand
that we arewilling to
leaveWilliam Stewart
Simkins andthe cannon
ballsbehind.

Dr. Smithis president of
Metromark Research;
contact himat
emsmith@metromark.net.
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2016 ELECTIONS

8State House racestowatch Tuesday
BY CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

Republican Gov. NikkiHa­
ley's approvalrating soaredlast
year intheaftermath ofthe
removalof the Confederate
flagfrom theState House
grounds. Haleyis aiming to
cash inTuesday onthat pop­
ularity andherfundraising
ability,hoping tooust powerful
Republican statesenators she
hasclashed with onroads,
ethicsreform andotherissues.
Meanwhile, intheUpstate,

the S.C. Chamberof Com­

merce istrying tooust fire­
brandlibertarian stateSen. Lee
Bright, R­Spartanburg. Also,
the GOPchairman of the pow­
erful SenateJudiciary Commit­
tee hasdrawn three challen­
gers.
The result?Five keyraces to

watchstatewide Tuesday –all
inthe stateSenate–andthree
moreto watchcloselyinthe
Midlands.
THE FIREBRANDVERSUS
GETTING THINGS DONE

StateSen. Lee Bright, R­
Spartanburg, is knownfor mak­
ingheadlines, includingin­
troducingan unsuccessful
proposed statewideban this
year ontransgender people
using thebathroom of their
choice.
Bright's incendiary politics

have drawn three GOPchal­
lengers–Greerfinancial ad­
viser DavidMcGraw, Duncan
MayorLisa Scottand former
stateRep. ScottTalleyof

SEERACES,6A

MOREINSIDE

Three S.C.House racesin
the Midlandstowatch,6A
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RACES
Moore, an attorney.
Inthe battle of would­

besenators, whosay they
will focuson getting
things done,versus a
libertarianideologue, the
S.C. Chamber ofCom­
merce'spolitical commit­
tee andConservation
Voters ofSouth Carolina
also areopposing Bright.

IT'S CLIMER VS.HAYES,
BUT ALSOHALEY VS.
MCMASTER
StateSen. Wes Hayes,

R­York,is regarded as a
leader onthe effort to
strengthen stateethics
laws andapublic educa­
tion advocate. However,
Gov. Haley hasendorsed
Hayes'opponent, Rock
Hill financial adviser Wes
Climer.
Other S.C.GOP heavy­

weights –includingLt.
Gov. Henry McMaster,
schools superintendent
MollySpearman and the
SenateRepublican Cau­
cus –arebacking Hayes.
A formerYork County

Republican Partychair­

man, the 33­year­old
challenger istaking ona
63­year­old incumbent
who hasbeen inthestate
Senatesince 1991,and
previously servedinthe
Housefrom 1985to1991.

STATE'S MOST
POWERFUL POL VS.
THE GOVERNOR
Critics of statestate

Sen. HughLeatherman of
Florence say the85­year­
oldRepublican holdstoo
many positionsand sits
ontoo manypowerful
committees that deter­
mine statespending.
SenatePresident Pro

TemporeLeatherman
also chairs the Senate's
powerful budget­writing
Finance Committee. He
andHaley are not fansof
each other. Haley has
madeLeatherman a
prime targetand isback­
ingformer Florence
CountyGOP chairman
RichardSkipper, who is
challenging Leatherman.
Florence CountyTreasur­

er DeanFowleralso is
running.
Leatherman hasthe

backingof otherGOP
leaders –House Speaker
JayLucas,Spearman and
McMaster, whoperhaps
hashis eyeon building
alliances forthe 2018
governor'srace.

JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN FACES
THREECHALLENGERS
StateSen. Larry Martin,

the PickensRepublican
who chairs theSenate's
powerful Judiciary Com­
mittee,has drawnthree
primary challengers:
Donald Joslyn, an Army
veteranwho hasworked
inpoliticswith the An­
derson CountyGOP;
AllanQuinn,also an
Army veteranandare­
tired OconeeNuclear
Stationemployee; and
RexRice, aformer state
representativewho owns
aconstruction andland
development company,
andcattle farm.

Rice ranunsuccessfully
as apetitioncandidate
against Martinin 2012.
Haley is notopposing

Martin,and the Senate
Republican Caucus is
weighing inon thein­
cumbent's behalf,trying
topersuade votersto
re­electMartin.

WARBY THE SHORE–
OVER ETHICS?
StateSen. Luke Rankin,

aMyrtle Beach attorney
who chairs theSenate
Ethics Committee,has
drawn Haley'sopposition
because, shesays,hehas
blockedher onethics
reform.
The 54­year­old Repub­

lican, who hasbeen inthe
Senatefor 23 years,faces
aprimary challenge from
financial adviser Scott
Pyle,who hasthe support
of Haleyand the limited­
government Club for
Growth group.
Another fundraising

group issupporting Ran­
kin, asis fellowRepub­
lican McMaster.
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Midlands Houseracestowatch
Inthe Midlands,threekey racesareatstake:

LEXINGTONHOUSEDISTRICT69

GOP StateRep. RickQuinn hasaprimary challengerin
Ryan Holt.

The 50­year­old Quinn,who hasbeen in theHouse fora
combined 20 years including astint asHousemajority
leader,isthe scion of a family of S.C.GOP operatives.
The incumbent sayshewantsto fixthe state's roads.

The 31­year­oldHolt, an attorney and LexingtonCounty
Medical Center boardmember, sayshe wantsto
continue restructuringstate government,givingthe
executivebranchmore authorityoveragencies and
having legislatorsgivemore oversight of those
agencies.

RICHLAND HOUSEDISTRICT 79

ThreeDemocrats arevyingto succeed stateRep.Mia
McLeod,who isvacatingher Northeast Richland House
seat to run forthe stateSenate in November.

The candidatesare:

AMonica Elkins,aRichland 2school boardmemberand

25­year educator, who saysshewants to improve

schools

APastor andchiropractorIvory Thigpen, whosayshe

wantstoheal racialtensions,addressdomesticabuse
anddrug abuse, andexpandfunding of healthcareand
education

AColumbiaattorney Vannie Williams,who

unsuccessfully challenged McLeodforthe seat in2014
andsayshewant tofocus on improving schoolsand
health care

LEXINGTONHOUSEDISTRICT89

Four candidatesare seekingthe GOPnomination for
the Houseseat heldby stateRep.KennyBingham, who
isretiring,in a districtthatstretchesacrossCayce and
West Columbia.

The candidatesare:

AFormerLexington County Councilman BillBanning,

who won't ruleout a gastax hiketo pay torepairroads

AProsecutor Micah Caskey,who wantstoaddressthe

state'sunderfunded pension system

AAttorney and WestColumbia City CouncilmanTem

Miles, whofavors lowertaxesandethics reform

AAttorney and formerWest ColumbiaCounty

Councilman BillyOswald, whofavorsterm limitsand
opposes tax hikes
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SC REACTS TOORLANDOSHOOTING
'OURCOMMUNITYGRIEVES'
...Agunmanfilled with hate

tookthe lives of50 LGBT brothers
andsistersandwoundedmany
more in anOrlando nightclub.
Tremendous thanksis duetolaw
enforcement andotherfirst
responders whosteppedinto
harm's waytohelp victims.
Today, ourcommunity grieves

forthe victims andfamiliesaffect­
ed bythis senseless gun violence.
We are remindedto be cautiousin
the comingweeks, butwe alsoare
called to helpthose directly
affected bythistragedy. ...Join SC
Equalityin letting Orlando know
that SouthCarolinastands with
them.
­S.C. Equality,aColumbia­

basedgay­rights advocacygroup,
on Facebook

'HATEISNEVERTHEANSWER'
Myhearthurts today. We don't

allhave toagree allthe time,but
hate is never the answer.
­S.C.Gov.Nikki Haley,on

Facebook

'WEAREFIGHTING AWAR...
NOT ACRIME'
This isahorrificday for Amer­

ica. ...Ifear thiswill prove to be
system failure.Congress should
immediatelyrestore the budgets
forour intelligence andlawen­
forcementcommunities which
have been suffering....Mygoal is
toprevent future terroristattacks,
not simplyrespondtothem.We
are fightingawar againstradical
Islamandahatefulideology, nota
crime.
­U.S.Sen.Lindsey Graham,

on Facebook

'YOUAREONLY
STRENGTHENINGOUR
RESOLVE'
Lastnight, we unfortunately

were faced once again withwhat

happenswhen someoneis over­
whelmed byhate.Theatrocityin
Orlando hasleftFlorida andour
nation in shock,andIknowthat
over the next fewdays we will
cometogetherandshowthe
worldthat Americastands as one
against terrorandthosewho
woulddous harm....
ToISIS andIslamicterror

groups andfighters around the
globe ­your senseless acts,
drivenbyyour misguidedand
heartless belief in abloody, global
jihad,will notdefeatus. Youare
only strengtheningour resolve,
sturdying ourfootingandsealing
yourownfate.
­U.S.Sen.TimScott,ina

statement

'ANOTHER UNFATHOMABLE
ACTOF EVIL, OFHATE'
...(T)his wasclearlyyet another

unfathomable actof evil, of hate,
perpetrated against goodand
decentpeople wholoved their

livesanddid nothing wrong. Their
loss,andthe losstheirfriends and
loved ones mustnowsomehow
endure,is simply incomprehen­
sible ­andheartbreaking. ...
One year ago thisweek, we

here in Charleston were brought
facetoface withthe same kindof
evilthat the people of Orlando
are beingforced toreckonwith
today, whennine beautifulsouls
were viciously stolenfromusby a
racistgunman in the basement of
Mother EmanuelAME church.
­ Charleston MayorJohn

Tecklenburg,in astatement

'WEALL STAND WITHYOU'
Thehate­filledkillings in

Orlando isanact of terrorismand
the attack onthe LGBTQ commu­
nityis anattack onallAmericans.
...We allstandwith youin grief
prayer andresolve.
­ State Rep. JamesSmith,on

Twitter

WAGE 'WARAGAINST
RADICAL ISLAM'
This isanattack onevery

AmericanbyradicalIslam,andwe
have no choicebut torespond. ...
It shouldn'ttake atragedylike
this to causeustoopen our eyes
aboutthe threats before us, but if
we donot pauseto dosome soul
searching abouthowwe talk
aboutandaddress Islamicterror­
ism in thiscountry, we are dish­
onoring thosewhohave perished
andare simply actingfoolishly.
We mustunite as Americans

andsend aresolute signal that
there canbe notolerance for the
typeof radicalism beingpushed
byIslamic State andothers
anywhere in the world. We must
alsonot allowamisplaced sense
of politicalcorrectness to prevent
usfromwaging war against
radical Islam.
­U.S.Rep.JeffDuncan,ina

press release

'HORRIFICATTACKS'
Almost ayearago, Charleston

was rocked bykillingsfueled by
hatred.Iam deeplysaddened to
learn of the horrificattacksin
Orlando thismorning ­ the worst
mass shootingin our country's
history.
­U.S.Rep.Mark Sanford,on

Facebook

'HORRIFICSHOOTING'
Prayersfrom

@CityofColumbia for the people
&families hurtin the horrific
shooting in Orlando.
­ ColumbiaMayor Steve

Benjamin, onTwitter

'PRAYERS ...WITHTHE
VICTIMS'
@Mythoughts andprayersare

with the victimsof the attack in
#Orlandoandtheirfamilies.
­U.S.Rep.JoeWilson,on

Twitter
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Oneyear afterchurch shooting,muchis the same inCharleston
BY JEFFREY COLLINS AND
JONATHAN DREW

Associated Press
CHARLESTON
The namesof Confeder­

ate generalsstilladorn
street signsinCharleston's
public housingprojects, and
aheroic waterfront statue
dedicated tothe Confeder­
ate Defenders ofCharleston
stillfaces Fort Sumter,
wherethe first shotsof the
Civil Warwere fired.
Justdown fromthe Ema­

nuelAME church –where
nine blackparishioners
studying their Bibleswere
gunneddown oneyear ago –
astatue of VicePresident
John C.Calhoun, a staunch
defender of slavery,towers
aboveapark.
Afterthe June 17, 2015,

massacre,South Carolina
lawmakers did whatmany
peoplethought was impos­
sibleto achieveand re­
moved theConfederate flag
fromthe Statehouse
grounds inColumbia.
Across the country,as far
awayas Alaska,officials
moved tostripstreets, col­
lege dormitories andeven
lakesof the namesof Con­
federates, secessionists and
public figures whocham­
pionedsegregation.
Butayearlater, littlehas

changed inCharleston,the
city wheretens ofthousands
of enslavedAfricans first set
footinNorth America. It
was herethat the work of
plantation slavesmade the
city oneofthe wealthiest in
thenation before theCivil
War.Itwas herewhere the
bombardmentof FortSum­
ter threw thenation into
that warin1861.
A sectionofastreetin

frontof the whitestucco
Emanuel AME churchmay
have beenrenamed "Moth­
erEmanuel WayMemorial

District,"but all ofChar­
leston'sConfederate com­
memorations remain intact–
andlongstanding racial
issuesendure.
"I thinkalot ofthings

happened out ofthe imme­
diate emotionsof howhor­
rific thekillings were.That's
the human sideoffolks and
the politeness, particularly
of Charleston,that we just
had todosomething. But
then whenreality checksus
–the question iswhat is that
going tocost us interms of
changing the way wethink
and dothings?" saidDot
Scott, president ofthe Char­
leston branch of the
NAACP.
A white manwho police

saidhated blacksand posted
photos of himselfwith the
Confederate flag hasbeen
charged with killingthe nine
parishioners.
"It was trulyan attack on

a raceofpeople," Malcolm
Graham, the brother of
victim Cynthia Hurd,saidof
the shootings. "After 400
years, theAfrican­American
community stillis suffering
and dealingwith these types
of issuesrelating torace."
So why wasthere not a

push toremoveConfederate
symbols inCharleston fol­
lowing the churchattack?
Bernard Powers, ablack

College of Charleston histo­
ry professor,noted that it
took a15­year struggle to
get the flag removedfrom
the Statehouse groundsand
that it happened only after
the slayings.
"People seewhat it took,

andultimately that flagwas
removed because ninepeo­
ple were murdered,"said
Powers, whoco­authored a
book about themassacre

called "Weare Charleston."
"Ithink peopleappreciate
how deeplyentrenched the
reverence isfor the Confed­
eracy.Foralotoffolks, it is
acivil religion."
As soonas SouthCarolina

lawmakers voted topull
down theflag, they shutthe
door onany other changes.
Gov. Nikki Haley had

pushed forthe flag tocome
down but feared that going
furtherwould incite fights
across thestate, so she
asked lawmakers toprotect
all theother flags andmon­
umentswhile removing the
Statehouse flag.
"Ourgoal was tohold

everything together.Let's
dowhat wecan, let's be
kind andaccepting and
understandhistory is just
that –it's history,"shesaid.
So astatue offormer Gov.

andU.S. Sen."Pitchfork"
Ben Tillmanstillstands on
the Statehousegrounds.
Tillmanonce famously
praised alynch mob that
killed seven black Repub­
licans in1876tointimidate
others fromvoting. The
statue callshim a"friend
andleader of the common
people" butmakes nomen­
tionof the violencehe
bragged about for decades,
something black lawmakers
wouldlike tosee added.
Changingamonument

requires atwo­thirds vote,
andSouth Carolinaand
HouseSpeaker JayLucas
hasvowedtoblock changes
ofany kind.
Thatmeansthe Citadel,

SouthCarolina's Charles­
ton­basedmilitary college,
hastokeep the Confederate
flagupinthe campus chapel
among theflags ofthe 50
statesandother territories,

even thoughtheschool's
board ofvisitors votedto
takeit down.
It'snot justSouth Car­

olina.NorthCarolina passed
abillprotecting its Confed­
erate monuments, andother
Southern statesalso madeit
harder toalter monuments
or changethe namesof
buildings honoring promi­
nent Confederates.
Likemany southern

states, justabout every
NorthCarolinacounty hasa
monumentextollingthe
braveryand honorof its
Confederate soldiers.
University ofNorthCar­

olinahistoryprofessor W.
FitzhughBrundage, whois
white,saidheunderstands
blackswho feelalienated
seeingstatues inpublic
placeshonoring those who
foughtawar inlarge partto
keepthem enslaved.
"That isareminderthat

this state'shistory includes
an organizedeffort tokeep
peoplelike you,African­
Americans, enslavedat the
costof hundredsof thou­
sandsof lives andhundreds
of millions of dollarsof
destruction," hesaid.
Though the monuments

remain, theConfederate
fervor maybe fadingdecade
by decade inCharleston.
The area commemorated
the 150th anniversary ofthe
Civil Warearlier this decade
with subdued events atFort
Sumter andelsewhere, com­
pared tothe celebratory
mood surrounding the
100th anniversary. And
there was anew emphasis
on slaveryas acause ofthe
war andthe roles that blacks
played inthe conflict.
Daniel Turner, a57­year­

old wastewatertreatment
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plant operator fromChar­
lotte, North Carolina, vis­
iting Charleston'sConfeder­
ate Museum, saidherealiz­
es whythe Confederate flag
is offensive tomany.
"I understandthe flag,"

Turner said."Thereare bad

people whoused it. Butthe
monuments are different.
They are apart ofhistory.
Wecan't changethat."
Brundage saidheexpects

skirmishes over Confederate
monuments tocontinue to

pop upacross theSouth, but
that a full­scaleremovalof
Confederate symbolsstill
seems alongway off, even
generations removed from
the Civil War.
"The flagmaybe downin

front of theStatehouse of

South Carolina, but the
landscape ofSouth Carolina
is stillfull –bursting –with
symbols honoring the Con­
federacy," the professor
said."And they'regoing to
be there."

JEFFREY COLLINS Associated Press

A statueof VicePresidentJohn C. Calhoun,whoseideasonstaterightswere asparkof the
CivilWar,looksoveran artfestivalinapublic parkonTuesday,May31inCharleston. Calhoun
is one ofmany statuesof Confederates,secessionistsandraciststhat standinSouthCarolina.
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BRUCESMITH Associated Press

In thisJune,27,2015photo, Bree Newsome ofCharlotte, N.C.,
climbs aflagpole toremovethe Confederate battleflagat a
Confederatemonumentin frontofthe Statehousein
Columbia. Afternine blackparishionerswere slainata
Charlestonchurch,SouthCarolinadidwhatmany thought
would neverhappen:Itmoved theConfederateflag off
Statehousegrounds. Butforthe mostpart,Charlestonand
otherareasofthe Southremainunchanged.

JEFFREY COLLINS Associated Press

DanielTurnershowsoffapenny hisgreat­greatgrandfather
was carryingwhenhe was woundedinan1863CivilWar battle
inVirginia whilestandingoutside theConfederateMuseumon
Tuesday,May 31inCharleston. Turner carriesthe pennyinhis
wallet tohonorhis Southern ancestor.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 4Publication Date: 06/13/2016

Oneyear afterchurch shooting,muchis the same inCharleston
BY JEFFREY COLLINS AND JONATHAN DREW Associated Press
111.75 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 3

63027-06-13_4001.pdf

County: Horry



EightState Houseracesto watchTuesday
Gov.NikkiHaleyaims to
cashinon popularityand
oustlongtimesenators

TwoUpstatesenatorsface
challengers

Also,3MidlandsHouse
racestowatch

BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com
RepublicanGov.Nikki

Haley'sapprovalrating
soaredlastyearintheafter­
mathoftheremovalofthe
Confederateflagfromthe
StateHousegrounds.Haley
isaimingtocashinTuesday
onthatpopularityandher
fundraisingability,hopingto
oustpowerfulRepublican
statesenatorsshehas
clashedwithonroads,ethics
reformandotherissues.
Meanwhile,intheUp­

state,theS.C.Chamberof
Commerceistryingtooust
firebrandlibertarianstate
Sen.LeeBright,R­Spartan­
burg.Also,theGOPchair­
manofthepowerfulSenate
JudiciaryCommitteehas
drawnthreechallengers.
Theresult?Fivekeyraces

towatchstatewideTuesday
–allinthestateSenate–and
threemoretowatchclosely
intheMidlands.

THEFIREBRANDVERSUS
GETTINGTHINGSDONE
StateSen.LeeBright,

R­Spartanburg,isknownfor
makingheadlines,including
introducinganunsuccessful
proposedstatewidebanthis
yearontransgenderpeople
usingthebathroomoftheir
choice.
Bright'sincendiarypolitics

havedrawnthreeGOPchal­
lengers–Greerfinancial
adviserDavidMcGraw,
DuncanMayorLisaScott
andformerstateRep.Scott

TalleyofMoore,anattor­
ney.
Inthebattleofwould­be

senators,whosaytheywill
focusongettingthingsdone,
versusalibertarianideo­
logue,theS.C.Chamberof
Commerce'spoliticalcom­
mitteeandConservation
VotersofSouthCarolina
alsoareopposingBright.

IT'SCLIMERVS.HAYES,
BUTALSOHALEYVS.
MCMASTER
StateSen.WesHayes,

R­York,isregardedasa
leaderontheeffortto
strengthenstateethicslaws
andapubliceducationad­
vocate.However,Gov.Ha­
leyhasendorsedHayes'
opponent,RockHillfinan­
cialadviserWesClimer.
OtherS.C.GOPheavy­

weights–includingLt.Gov.
HenryMcMaster,schools
superintendentMollySpear­
manandtheSenateRepub­
licanCaucus–arebacking
Hayes.
AformerYorkCounty

RepublicanPartychairman,
the33­year­oldchallengeris
takingona63­year­old
incumbentwhohasbeenin
thestateSenatesince1991,
andpreviouslyservedinthe
Housefrom1985to1991.

STATE'SMOST
POWERFULPOLVS.THE
GOVERNOR
CriticsofstatestateSen.

HughLeathermanofFlo­

rencesaythe85­year­old
Republicanholdstoomany
positionsandsitsontoo
manypowerfulcommittees
thatdeterminestatespend­
ing.
SenatePresidentPro

TemporeLeathermanalso
chairstheSenate'spowerful
budget­writingFinance
Committee.HeandHaley
arenotfansofeachother.
HaleyhasmadeLeatherman
aprimetargetandisbacking
formerFlorenceCounty
GOPchairmanRichard
Skipper,whoischallenging
Leatherman.FlorenceCoun­
tyTreasurerDeanFowler
alsoisrunning.
Leathermanhastheback­

ingofotherGOPleaders–
HouseSpeakerJayLucas,
SpearmanandMcMaster,
whoperhapshashiseyeon
buildingalliancesforthe
2018governor'srace.

JUDICIARYCOMMITTEE
CHAIRMANFACES3
CHALLENGERS
StateSen.LarryMartin,

thePickensRepublicanwho
chairstheSenate'spowerful
JudiciaryCommittee,has
drawnthreeprimarychal­
lengers:DonaldJoslyn,an
Armyveteranwhohas
workedinpoliticswiththe
AndersonCountyGOP;
AllanQuinn,alsoanArmy
veteranandaretiredOco­
neeNuclearStationemploy­
ee;andRexRice,aformer

staterepresentativewho
ownsaconstructionand
landdevelopmentcompany,
andcattlefarm.
Riceranunsuccessfullyas

apetitioncandidateagainst
Martinin2012.
Haleyisnotopposing

Martin,andtheSenateRe­
publicanCaucusisweighing
inontheincumbent'sbe­
half,tryingtopersuadevot­
erstore­electMartin.
WARBYTHESHORE–
OVERETHICS?
StateSen.LukeRankin,a

MyrtleBeachattorneywho
chairstheSenateEthics
Committee,hasdrawnHa­
ley'soppositionbecause,she
says,hehasblockedheron
ethicsreform.
The54­year­oldRepub­

lican,whohasbeeninthe
Senatefor23years,facesa
primarychallengefrom
financialadviserScottPyle,
whohasthesupportofHa­
leyandthelimited­govern­
mentClubforGrowth
group.
Anotherfundraisinggroup

issupportingRankin,asis
fellowRepublicanMcMas­
ter.
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The (Columbia) State

Luke Rankin

The (Columbia)State

HughLeatherman
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Gov. Haley vetoes moped
safety bill over helmets, vests
Associated Press

COLUMBIA ­ Gov. Nikki
Haley has vetoed a moped
safety bill, saying it is govern­
ment overreach to require
reflective vests for nighttime
driving and helmets for driv­
ers under 21.
People over 18 "should

decide for themselves what
they should wear for their
personal safety," the Repub­
lican governor wrote in her
veto message, signed Friday.
Sen. Greg Hembree,

R­North Myrtle Beach, said
he believes mopeds are the
most dangerous vehicles
for people to drive, partly
because there are no regula­
tions. He's been pushing for
safety legislation since his
2012 election.
"They're slower and you

can't see them as well," Hem­
bree said Monday about the
need for vests. "That's how
they get hit. They get run
over at night."
According to the Depart­

ment of Public Safety, 50
people died in moped crash­
es last year ­ 18 of those in
Horry County, which topped
the fatality list. The statewide
toll was up from 32 moped
deaths in 2014 and 24 in
2013. At least 16 moped driv­
ers and/or passengers have
died so far this year.
In her veto letter, Haley

said the proposed restrictions
for mopeds exceed those for
motorcycle drivers.
But state law does require

anyone under 21 who's driv­
ing or riding on a motorcycle
to wear a helmet. The motor­
cycle advocacy group ABATE

­ which stands for A Broth­
erhood Against Totalitar­
ian Enact­
ments ­
has long
squashed
any effort
to require
helmets for
older rid­
ers.
B u t

ABATE
spokesman Chad Fuller said
the group wanted legislators
to add the helmet provision
for mopeds.
"We supported them hav­

ing the same regulations that
we as motorcyclists have,"
he said. The group, of which
Haley has been a member,
took no position on the vest
issue.
Legislators will decide later

this week whether to over­
turn Haley's veto.
Rep. Bill Crosby, the main

House sponsor, said the bill
is not about helmets or vests,
but saving people's lives.
"I wish she would recon­

sider," said Crosby, R­North
Charleston. "I would think it
would sit on her conscience if
this doesn't pass. ... We'll con­
tinue having people killed."
He likened the moped

restrictions to requiring peo­
ple in vehicles to wear seat
belts.
While a House member,

Haley voted against the 2005
law that allowed officers to
stop drivers for not wearing a
seat belt.
The moped bill would

allow officers to charge intox­
icated moped drivers with
drunken driving.

NIKKI
HALEY
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Haley vetoesbill
onmoped helmets
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press

COLUMBIA
Gov. Nikki Haley has

vetoed amopedsafety
bill, sayingit is govern­
ment overreachtorequire
reflectivevests for night­
time drivingand helmets
for driversunder 21.
Peopleover 18"should

decide for themselves
what theyshould wear for
their personal safety," the
Republican governor
wroteinher veto message,
signed Friday.
Sen. GregHembree,

R­North MyrtleBeach,
saidhebelieves mopeds
are themost dangerous
vehicles for peopleto

drive, partlybecause there
are noregulations.He's
been pushing forsafety
legislation since his2012
election.
"They'reslower, and

youcan't seethemas
well," HembreesaidMon­
day about the needfor
vests. "That'show they
get hit. They get runover
at night."
According totheDe­

partment ofPublic Safety,
50people diedinmoped
crashes last year ­18of
those inHorry County,
which toppedthe fatality
list. The statewide tollwas
upfrom 32mopeddeaths
in2014 and24 in2013. At
least 16mopeddrivers
and/or passengers have
died sofar this year.
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House and legislative contests highlight primary
Associated Press
CHARLESTON ­ A record

3 million people are registered
to vote in South Carolina,
but don't expect any voting
records to be set when voters
go to the polls Tuesday in the
state primary.
There are no statewide

races, and in a relatively quiet
campaign season, there are
primaries in only three of the
state's seven congressional dis­
tricts. Across the state, 39 state
legislators faces primary chal­
lenges.
A look at Tuesday's primary,

in which polls are open from 7
a.m. until 7 p.m. EDT:

Congressional races
Incumbent Republican U.S.

Reps. Mark Sanford and Mick
Mulvaney face primary chal­
lengers on Tuesday.
Sanford, a former governor,

faces state Rep. Jenny Horne of
Summerville in the Lowcoun­
try's 1st District in the con­
gressional race that has attract­
ed the most attention. Horne

gained nationwide attention
last year for her impassioned
speech calling for the removal
of the Confederate flag from
the Statehouse grounds in
the wake of the shootings at
Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston.
In the 5th District along the

North Carolina border, Mul­
vaney, first elected six years
ago, faces Ray Craig of Lake
Wylie. In the other race in the
2nd District in the Midlands,
Phil Black of Lexington meets
Arik Bjorn of Columbia in the
Democratic primary. The win­
ner faces long­time incumbent
Republican U.S. Rep. Joe Wil­
son in the fall.

Legislative races
The legislative races to

watch are in the Senate, where
Republican Gov. Nikki Haley
is trying to oust several of its
GOP leaders, while Lt. Gov.
Henry McMaster and other
Haley allies are working to re­
elect them. Those targeted by

Haley include Senate President
Pro Tem Hugh Leatherman of
Florence, Luke Rankin of Con­
way and Wes Hayes of Rock
Hill.
Others facing tough chal­

lenges include Senate Judi­
ciary Chairman Larry Martin,
R­Pickens, whose opponents
include a former member of
the state House.
GOP Sen. Lee Bright of

Roebuck, who also faces three
challengers, is the only incum­
bent publicly opposed by the
state Chamber of Commerce.
Its Good Government Com­
mittee is running radio ads
against him.
In Charleston, former Dem­

ocratic Sen. Robert Ford, who
was convicted of misconduct
in office and ethics violations,
is trying to win his seat back
from incumbent state Sen.
Marlon Kimpson.

Turnout
and other matters

Chris Whitmire of the
South Carolina Election Com­
mission says the commission
doesn't make turnout pro­
jections, but notes turnout
in past state primaries has
ranged from 14 to 27 percent,
depending on who and what
issues were on the ballot.
The highest election turnout

in state history was the presi­
dential election four years ago,
in which 1.9 million voters, or
69 percent of registered voters,
went to the polls.
More than 1.1 million vot­

ers cast ballots earlier this year
in the presidential preference
primaries in the state, with
almost 750,000 of those votes
cast in the GOP primary.
Some voters will see driver

license scanners at the polls
Tuesday. Those devices allow
poll workers to quickly iden­
tify voters so they don't have to
punch in their names and look
them up on computer screens.
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Votingon Tuesdaywill help determine
next year's local elected officials

CHOOSELOFTUS CHOOSERANKIN
LOCAL ELECTIONS AREBEING
HELD ON TUESDAY, JUNE14.
HERE ARE THEFINAL
PRE­ELECTION LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR:

CHOOSE RANKIN
Voting is aright and privi­

lege that citizensignore and
don't make it aprioritytogo
tothe polls.Ishrug my
shoulders wonderingwhy
people don'tvote, especially
when candidates running for
public office have spent
many weeks, days,hours
andmoney campaigning.
Maybe votersfeeltheir

vote doesn't matter. This
lackadaisical attitude issad­
especially whenpeople
foughtand diedfor the right
tovote.
Primary electionsare the

forgottensoul ofthe elec­
tion process. This is asor­
row stateof affairs, given
that primaries allow candi­
datesto runinthe general
election.
As aconcerned citizen

andone whobelievesin
good government,oneof
transparency and trust,I
feelwe must have the right
person representing us in
the generalelection.In
studying thefield of candi­
datesfor the Tuesday Re­
publican primary,it is my
hope that voterswill choose
Sen. Luke Rankin, astrong
advocate for goodgovern­
ment,transparency andfor
his independence.
Rankin represents us and

hascampaigned with dignity
andfairness.
The ScottPyle teamof

PACoutsiders, Gov. Nikki
Haley andotherinterlopers
wantto defeat Rankin for
hisunwillingness to toe the
line.

I urgeyoutohelp mesend
Rankin back toS.C. Senate.
–B. Roseman­Bonsignor,Myr­

tle Beach

CHOOSE POWERSBOAN
My husband, the late

Jackie Powers,Sr., andI
watched ourdaughter grow
andmature into avery car­
ing, lovingand dedicated
young woman. Shehascho­
sen tomake her home in
Georgetown, even tothe
point of convincingher
husband, Jason Boan, from
the Upstateto raisetheir
children here.
Sheloves the Georgetown

areaand caresdeeply about
the areaand thepeople.
Leigh PowersBoanis very

compassionateand always
wantsto serveand help
people.Having losther dad
several yearsago, and
thoughgrieving herself, she
was astronghold formein
helpingmego through the
difficult process of probate
with the will,finances,etc.
Shedid it with suchcompas­
sion, understanding, sensi­
tivity andskill.
I realize sheis mydaugh­

ter, but Itruly believe she
would dothe same foreach
person whocould comeinto
the Georgetownprobate
courtbecause she hasbeen
there with herownmother. I
believe that she wouldhan­
dleany issuesthat might
come throughthe courtwith
the same finesse andskills.
I hope youwill consider

voting for ourdaughter on
Tuesday for probatejudge.

– AnnL. Powers,Georgetown

I have known GaryLoftus
for 25 years. Ifyou wantto
knowaperson's character,
play golf withhim.

He wasn'tthe bestgolfer
but wasan honest player.
I understandthe "throw

the bumsout" attitude, but
Garyhasspent many years
servingSouth Carolinain
manypositions, mostly
unpaidones.
He hasserved us well and

wewould belucky tohave
him continue onHorry
CountyCouncil.
–ThomasConn,MyrtleBeach

CHOOSEGOLDFINCH
I am extremely disap­

pointedinour governor's
decisiontointerject herself
intoour SenateDistrict 34
race,and todoso byform­
ingaPAC inordertofund
suchanegative,misleading
attackTV ad againstRep.
Stephen Goldfinch.
Her PACis largely funded

byout­of­state billionaire
moguls intentonstealing
this electionfromus the
voters.
As theHorry County

Councilchairman, I need
ournext statesenator tobe
someone whounderstands
the needsof ourcounty and
is effective. StephenGold­
finchhasproven tobethat
person.
He hasalways beenbe­

hindHorry Countyand has
helped with roadissues,
particularly those regarding
InternationalBoulevard. As
the chairman ofthe Grand
Strand Area Transportation
Study,Stephen hasbeen
instrumentalinprioritizing
roadsinHorry.
Roads have becomea

seriousproblem throughout
ourstate, andall youhave to
dois look at Stephen'sre­
cord todetermine theright
person for thejob.

Stephen hasalwaysbeen
very responsive totheneeds
ofHorry Countyand has
proven tobeatrue conser­
vative.
He hasearned myfull

support,andIencourage
youtovote for Stephen
Goldfinchon Tuesday,June
14.
–MarkLazarus,MyrtleBeach

CHOOSEFOWLER
Paul Prince isrunning for

re­election for the9th dis­
trict of HorryCountyCoun­
cil, afterserving 26years.
His campaignbrochure
statesthat he startedthe
recyclingand solidwaste
centers.
As thefirst chairman of

the HorryCountySolid
WasteAuthority, let me
statethat Prince was not
servingas acouncilman
when theauthority was
formed. Mr. Dewittwas the
9thdistrict representative.
Prince also statesonhis

brochurethat he secures
fundingfor the pavingof
dirt roads.Well, let metell
youabout the onequarter
mile of dirtroad that was
pavedtoserve onlyfive
mobile home lotsfor his
friends onSilver SandDrive.
This is adead­end street
because I wouldnot allow it
togo throughmyprivate
property.
Pleasevotefor a change;

votefor TerryW.Fowler.
–RuthD. Bell, Loris

I'veknown Luke Rankin
personally for20years.
Luke isknown as aman of
principlewho cangetthe
earof those even whoaren't
politicallyaligned withhim.
Manylegislators dolittle

toresolve realproblems.
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Luke isn't that kindof legis­
lator.He isfair andwilling
toroll uphis sleevesand
addressissues fromacom­
monsense perspective.
ThroughoutSouth Carolina,
Luke isknown as being able
togetopponentstomeet
him halfway.
ItappearsLuke doesn't

have thesupport of Gov.
Haley because hehasop­
posedher oncertainmat­
ters.IfLuke showsopposi­
tionwith someone, it'sthe
resultof hisown research
that whathe opposesisn't in
ourbest interest.
Luke isalife­long resident

ofHorry County.He wor­
ships here.He'sraising his
family here.Perhaps the fact

that any governor feelsshe
can'tcontrol asenator is
that senator'sbest creden­
tial.
Luke hasthe rangeof

contacts,seniority and expe­
rienceneeded tocontinue to
doagreatjob for ourarea.
Pleasesupport Sen. Rankin.
–BertVon Herrmann,Conway

CHOOSEGOLDFINCH
Inrecent months, pre­

dominatelyout ofstate
donorshave contributed
hundredsof thousandsof
dollarstoabigmoney Politi­
cal ActionCommittee in
Columbia.Some ofthis
moneyhas beenused torun
anegativecampaign against
Rep.Stephen Goldfinchin
theSenate District34 race.

These ads characterizeour
representativeas "nota
conservative."
Anybody whoknowsany­

thingabout coastal South
Carolinapolitics knowsthat
youdon'tget elected and
re­elected totheSouth Car­
olinaHouseif youare nota
conservative.
Itjustdoesn't happen.
Itis easytocriticize from

Columbia, easytosay what
someone withoutatrack
recordmightdoif elected to
ourstatesenate, but Gold­
finchhasasolidtrack re­
cord,and hisopponents are
unknownquantities.
Stephenhas deliveredfor

hisconstituents, andhehas
representedus inColumbia
asan effective voicefor our

district.
Hehas stood for conser­

vativeprinciples, andhehas
alsofought for theneeds of
thecitizens ofhis district.
There wereonly nineout

of124 Housemembers who
werepresent for all attend­
ancevotes, andStephen was
oneofthem.
I believe hewill takethis

same dedicated andrespon­
sibleapproach tothe state
senate.He hasbeen highly
visible, willingtospeak ­
andtolisten ­at many local
political andcivic events
sincehis electiontothe
Housein2013.
Weneedmore leaders

likeGoldfinch.
– BillOtis, PawleysIsland
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Rankinhasstrong
record,ranclean
campaign
ThereasonIsupportSen.

LukeRankinoverhisoppo­
nent,ScottPyle,isthatRan­
kinrunsacleancampaign
andnotonelikePyle,whose
advertisingtemperamentis
justawful.
PyleaccusesRankinof

hidinghisrecord,notdoing
hisjob,beingforguncontrol,
votingtoincreasetaxes,and
ahostofotherfabrications.
Ifyouwantthetruthabout

Rankin'srecord,allyouhave
todoisclickontheinternet
andbringuptheS.C.Senate
records,andtheyareall
there.
IfPyledoesn'tknowthis,

thenhowonearthishequal­
ifiedtorunfortheSenate?
ShouldyougototheSenate
archivesandclickonthe
recordofRankin,youwill
seeheisaveryeffective
legislatorandbeableto
dispel95percentofPyle's
exaggeratedadvertising,and
thatofhisPACcronies.
Andletmesuggestone

othermatter.GototheSouth
CarolinaEthicCommission
tofindhowmuchmoneywas
contributedtoPyle'scam­
paignbyhisoutofthedis­
trictbenefactors,aswellas
thosefromoutofstate.Itis
saidPylereceivedmorethan
$150,000fromtheClubfor
Growthandahugeamount
ofmoneyfromGov.Haley's
newlyformedPACtodefeat
statelegislatorswhohave
opposedheragendaand
vetoesofbills,suchasRan­
kin.
Thesmartvoterwould

voteforRankin.Heishead
andshouldersabetterchoice
forstatesenatethanPyle.
VoteRankin.
–ButchHermann,MyrtleBeach
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