
S.C. Chamber
urges senators
topass roads bill
BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com
The S.C. Chamber of

Commerce ispressuring
statesenators topass a
road­repair billwhen they
returntoColumbia Tues­
day.
"The businesscommu­

nity istaking notice of the
Senate's continued in­
action, andwe urgesen­
atorsto dotheir joband
vote topass a roadspack­
age that increasesfund­
ing, holdsthe (Trans­
portation Department)
accountable, and fixesour
roadsand bridges once
andfor all," said chamber
president TedPitts, a

former Republicanstate
representative andaide to
Gov.Nikki Haley.
The chambersaid it is

encouraging itsmembers
tocontact their statesen­
atorsand tell themtoend
afilibuster bystateSen.
Tom Davis,R­Beaufort.
"Filibusters only cause

moretraffic jams,"the
chambersaid.
Davis filibustered for

twodays last week. Last
year,the libertarian­lean­
ingsenator successfully
blockedaproposal to
increase thestate's gas tax
topay for roadrepairs.
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i rump poised to step on
the GOP accelerator
GOP delegate selection process favors front­runners
Nevada caucus up next; Trump favored
He leads in eight of the next states

by david lightman
dhghtman@mcciatchydc.com
Charleston, s.c.
Things sure look good for Do­

nald Trump.
The Republican presidential race

expanded across the country Sun­
day, and polls show the real estate
mogul ahead in eight of the dozen

states voting in the next nine days.
Trump has now won primaries in

two very different states, center­
right New Hampshire and evangel­
ical­dominated South Carolina.
And the Republican Party system
of choosing a presidential nominee
favors candidates who continue to
win early primaries and caucuses.

"He seems to have about a third
of the Republican electorate under

his spell, and it's a durable, non­
ideological coalition," said Kyle
Kondik, managing editor at Larry
Sabato's Crystal Ball Sunday.
The biggest hope for stopping

Trump is for a single strong chal­
lenger to emerge, and so far that
hasn't happened.
Sen. Marco Rubio, R­Fla.,

finished second Saturday in South
Carolina, but he was 10 percentage
points behind Trump and barely
edged Sen. Ted Cruz, R­Texas,
even though Rubio barnstormed
the state with popular Gov. Nikki
Haley and Sen. Tim Scott, R­S.C.

SEE GOP, 5A
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GOP
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Rubio alsolacks an obvi­

ous statewhere he can win
in the next few weeks. He
should be afavoritein Tues­
day's Nevadacaucus. Rubio
lived in Las Vegasas achild,
was a church member, and
Sunday picked up the en­
dorsementof Sen. Dean
Heller, R­Nevada. But a
CNN/ORC poll last week
showed Trump with ahuge
lead, with more support than
Rubio and Cruz combined.
A week later, Rubio faces

primaries and caucuses in11
states where voters will
award delegates, including
seven Southern or border
states where Cruz is making
astrong push. Polls show
Rubio ahead inonly one
Super Tuesdaystate, Minne­
sota, though he could con­
tend inVirginia and Ten­
nessee, which havebig mod­
erate GOP constituencies.
Rubio's best hope isthat

once the campaign moves
into larger, more diverse
states on March 8 that he
can emerge as the main­
stream hope. He previewed
his pitch Sunday on CNN's
"Stateof the Union," saying,
"I give us the best chance to
unify."
But in Michigan,which

votes that day, and Florida,
Illinois, Missouri and Ohio,
which voteaweek later,
Gov. John Kasich of Ohio is
making astrong effort for
the same constituency.
Cruz has amore daunting

test.
South Carolina should

have ignited his crusadefor
amore God­fearingAmer­

ica. Everythingwasinplace,
including abig momentum­
filled downtown Charleston
rally Fridaywith Duck's
Dynasty's Phil Robertson,
conservative talkshow host
Sean Hannity and a surprise
endorsementfrom Rep.
Mark Sanford, R­S.C.
Instead, Cruz not only

finished third, but exit polls
showed he trailed Trump
amongevangelicals. In the
upcoming contests, he also
has tocontend with retired
neurosurgeon Ben Carson,
who's far behind but appeals
tothe same voters.
The challenge for Trump's

rivals isthat his appeal tran­
scends traditionalpolitical
boundaries. The future of
Trump's candidacy was
apparent last week when he
stopped in wealthy Kiawah
Island, a southeastern South
Carolinaresidential and
resort community. The
audience was a well­educat­
ed, politically sophisticated
group full of teachers, law­
yers, nurses, doctors and
retired governmentworkers.
They tended to be over 55

and had worked in bureau­
cracies all their lives.They
appreciated Trump's ability
tocut through the rhetoric.
"I'm tired of all the politi­

calcorrectness," saidIsabel
Romero, a former Army
finance official. "Heappeals
toyour heart and heappeals
tothe middle class."
"He's credible,"saidPhil

Bernstein, aretired intelli­
gence analyst. Bernstein
described how often he'll
holler atthe television when
hesees reports about gov­

ernment he thinks misses
the point. Trumpgets to the
point, Bernstein said.
Life at work for these

peoplewas tough enough,
but now they haveto deal
with the governmentfor
their Medicare, SocialSecu­
rityand other benefits.And
they're finding it anearly
indecipherable maze.
Trump isgoingto find

plenty of people such as
these as the race goeswest
and south.
Trump isalso goingto find

adelegate selection process
tohis liking. The Republican
race now is less about who
finishessecond or third than
who can win the 1,237dele­
gates needed to win the
nomination atthe Repub­
lican National Convention in
Cleveland.
RepublicanPartyChair­

man Reince Priebusdeliber­
ately crafted aprocess
designed to producea
nominee quickly. By March
15,about60 percent of Re­
publican delegates will have
been chosen.
Rules favor winners. In

some states, candidates
must getat least 20 percent
The major upcoming
Republican primariesand
caucuses wheredelegates
will beallocated, andnumber
of total delegates(1,237
needed tonominate):
of the vote to win delegates.
In theory, if someone won
35percent, and no one else
got 20 percent, that candi­
date would win all the state's
delegates.
On March 15,the system

changes again topromotean
earlynominee. Statesthen
can award all their delegates
to the winner,period, no
matter whatthe margin.
That means someone could
squeak through inFlorida,
which has aMarch 15 pri­
mary, and get all its 99 dele­
gates.
Priebus iseager for a

quick result. "I can't control
everyone's mouth," he said
on the "Politinerds" radio
show, "but I can control how
longwe have tokill each
other."
February23...Nevada
caucus,30 delegates.

March1...Alabama primary,
50 delegates

Alaska caucus,28delegates

Arkansas primary,40
delegates

Georgiaprimary,76
delegates

Massachusetts primary,42
delegates

Minnesota caucus, 38
delegates

Oklahoma primary,43
delegates

Tennesseeprimary,58
delegates

Texasprimary,155 delegates

Vermont primary,16
delegates

Virginiaprimary,49
delegates

Source: Republican National
Committee
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LEAD LETTEROF THE WEEK

Roads, educationissues face S.C.Legislature
BY SAMBOOKHART
Tim Cook saidrecentlyon"60

Minutes" that Applewould prefer
toreturn iPhonemanufacturing to
the U.S.,but there aren'tsufficient
workers available who aretrained
inmanufacturing skills. He further
saidthe U.S.has onlyacouple
dozen technicalcolleges that train
students for manufacturingjobs,
whileChina has athousand
schools trainingtheir workers.
And at present,there are over5

million good­paying jobsopen in
the U.S.that can't befilled dueto
alack of qualified applicants and
skilledworkers who are readily
available. Educationcan bean
important economic driver, but
seemstobegiven littlepriorityin
S.C. whereideology seemstoreign
supreme.
Itwas also interestingtonote in

arecent GOPdebate much was
saidabout the obligatory"tax cut"
idea togrow the economy, but
nothingabout education as an
economic engine. Accordingtothe
non­partisan Congressional Re­
search Service, there'snoevidence
that cutting top marginalincome

rates spurs growth.
Studies over the pastsix decades

have found that top taxrates
"have hadlittle associationwith
saving, investment or productivity
growth,"but reductions inthetop
marginal rates have led togreater
incomeinequality. Inother words,
the "cutsdon't affect thesize of
the economic pie,but can affect
how thepie is sliced."
SouthCarolina will have over a

billiondollars extraavailable for
the 2017budget duetoour return­
ingeconomy. Gov. Nikki Haley
wants touse theseextra fundsto
cut the topincometaxrate, but
says littleabout restoring educa­
tional fundsthat werecut during
the recession. Statefunding toS.C.
universities has similarlybeen
seriously reduced, but again no
wordon restoringfunds,only
complaints about tuition increases.
The S.C. Department of Trans­

portation hassaidwe have a$1.4
billionannual shortfall,and some
have proposed a10­12 cents a
gallongas taxincrease topay to­

wardimproving our"D" classifica­
tion roadssystem. Our gastaxhas
not beenchanged since 1987,and
duringthese 29years carmileage
hasimproved about 50 percent,
reducing revenues.Haley has
proposed $340 million ofone­time
money andwould agree toa10­
cent gas taxincrease,ifit is offset
byreducing the topincome brack­
et from7percentto5percent.
This "compensation" would bea

windfall forthe wealthy (some
receiving tensof thousandsof
dollars)while those with lower
incomewould see littleor noben­
efit,even thoughthey would pay
the highergas tax.Totruly com­
pensate,if it must bedone, why
not increasethe incomeexemp­
tion from$5,000 towhatever is
appropriate tocoverthe offset?.
Thatway, all taxpayers wouldbe
compensated rather thanjustthe
wealthier ones.And instead of
phasingin overseveral years,the
new gas taxshouldbe putinplace
nowwhile gasprices are so low.
The writer lives inMyrtle Beach.
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AFTERTHEFLOOD: RECOVERY

Nonprofitssteppingup
for vulnerablesurvivors
BY AVERY G.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com
Stanley Beardisthankful to

bedone with chasingsquirrels
throughhis northColumbia
home.
The furrypests foryears had

takenupresidence with Beard,
67,aretired widowerwho
lackedthe money or physical
strength torepairaholeinhis

home's roof.
The historic October rains

furtherdamaged the home.
Water pouredthroughthe roof
asBeard scrambled toset out
pots andbuckets. Thesquirrels
scurriedinas well, seeking
shelter fromthe storm.
"It soundedlike the world

was comingtoan end," Beard
said.
The storm ruined the roof,

ceiling andfloors, plusabath­
room wherethe toiletfell
throughthe soggyfloor.
Bearddid notapply forfeder­

aldisaster aid. Buthe likely
would nothave gotten much
help anyway because much of

SEEFLOOD, 6A

Howto Help
Donateto theCentralCarolina
CommunityFoundation'sOne
S.C.FloodReliefFund.

Visitwww.onescfund.orgto
donateonline.

Text "onesc"to(843)
606­5995.

Callthe foundation at(803)
254­5601.

Mailacheck payableto
Central Carolina Community
Foundation–One SC,2711
MiddleburgDrive,Suite213,
Columbia,SC 29204

ONLINE

ATTHESTATE.COM:Seemore photos
andwatchavideo.
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FLOOD
FROMPAGE1A
the storm'sdamage tothe
home can beattributedto
the faultyroof.
Fortunately for Beard

andother poorand elder­
ly residentsleft vulnerable
after the storm,that is
where volunteer organiza­
tions have steppedinto
help. Nonprofitshave
done muchof the heavy
lifting afterthe historic
storm, helpingresidents
gutand repairtheir
homes.
Thoseorganizations

statewide have especially
targeted singleparents,
veterans, the poor, the
disabledand theelderly.
Someof those residents
fellthrough the gaps of
insurance andfederal aid
because of technicalities
or did notreceive enough
topay contractors for
home repairs.
Home Worksof Amer­

ica, aColumbia­based
nonprofit,took upBeard's
case and11 others.The
nonprofit spent twoweeks
inlate December repair­
ingBeard's house. Home
Works planstowork on
10moreflood­related
homesin2016.

Morethanadozen
nonprofits so farhave
received fundingthrough
the OneS.C. Flood Relief
Fund, set upbythe Cen­
tral Carolina Community
Foundationand endorsed
byGov. Nikki Haley.
The fund'sfirstround

of grants,amounting to
$500,000, helpednon­
profits repairabout 350
homesin13 counties
across thestate, saidDa­
na Fulmer,who directs
the fund.Another 244
homeswill berepaired
using funds fromthe
secondround ofgrants,
Fulmer said.
"These arethe people

that would notbe ableto
rebuildwithout the help
of volunteer organiza­
tions," Fulmer said.
Jim Powell,executive

director ofHomes Works,
said"hundreds if not
thousands" of home­
owners inRichlandand
Lexington counties still
are strugglingwith "un­
metneeds relatedto
flooding."
Thatmeans service

organizations like Home
Works stillhave work to
do, Powell said.

"Ourcommunity needs
its localservice organiza­
tions tocreatively find
solutions," Powell said.
"Even thoughwe're not
bigyet, even thoughit's
justone home atatime,
we're stillseeking tostep
out."
As aresult, Beard hasn't

chasedasquirrel in
weeks. His househas a
new ceiling,heater, light
fixtures andflooring. The
roof hasbeen repaired,
andthe toilet restsona
solidbathroom floor.
"It'smore satisfying

livinghere. I feelbetter,"
saidBeard."I don'tmind
having company now.I
was ashamed ofthe place
because I had neverlived
like that mywholelife.

My parents didn't raise us
like that. Andit was just
nothing I coulddoabout
it."
Beardhashis house

back,but also alittle
more.Beard saidhehas
builtarelationship with
Home Works, including
program manager Chris
Kemp, whohelped over­
see therepairs .
"I've gotafriend for

life," Beardsaid."My
heart gets warmwhen I
thinkabout Chris. If
they'redoing work like
this for otherpeople, the
world isamuchbetter
placethan weall
thought."

Avery G.Wilks:
803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

OneS.C. Flood
ReliefFund

$500,000
Amountawarded to
nonprofitsin thefirst
roundof grants

350
Numberof homesrepaired

13
Numberof countieswhere
people werehelped

244
Numberof homesto be
repaired usingwith a
secondround ofgrants
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

Stanley Beard'shomewasrepaired by HomeWorks afterit wasdamagedby theheavy rain thatcameintoaleaky roof.Here,hehugsJim
Powellas ChrisKempandMeredithWalkerwithHomeWorkswatch.
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

St.BernardProjectmanagerRachelLau sandsdrywallinahome beingrepaired afterbeingdamagedbythe heavy
rain inOctober.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Someof thedamageto
Stanley Beard'shome.
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

Beard'shome wasrepairedby HomeWorks afterit was
damaged byrains fromtheflood.
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Rural areas showrising electionclout
BY ANDREW SHAIN

ashain@thestate.com

The areas ofSouth Carolina
influencing majorstatewide
Republicans electionsare shift­
ing.
Clout isno longerjust coming

frommajor citiesor specific
regions ofthe state.Instead,
new S.C. residentsalong the
Grand Strandand angryGOP
votersinrural countiesare ex­
erting increasinginfluence.
Donald Trump'svictory inthe

S.C. Republican presidential
primary Saturday marked the
third majorstatewide race won
byanon­establishment candi­
dateinthe pastsix years. Each
time, the upstartcandidate won
with help fromruralcounties.
In2010,Nikki Haley,thena

backbench statelawmaker run­
ning asaTea Partycandidate,
wonthe Republican primary for
governor over twoestablish­

ment candidates ­astate at­
torney generaland congress­
man. Twoyears later,former
U.S. HouseSpeaker Newt Gin­
grichupset the eventualRepub­
lican presidentialnomineeMitt
Romney intheS.C. GOP pri­
mary.Saturday, Trump won.
Inall three ofthe elections,

SEERURAL,7A

RURAL
FROMPAGE1A
GOP votersin14 countieshand­
ed the non­establishment candi­
date­Haley, Gingrichor
Trump ­bigvictories with
results abovetheir statewide
tallies. The winners received 50
percent ormore the vote in
somethese counties.
The largestis Horry County,

the home ofMyrtle Beach.
There, an influxof retireeshas
introduced their ownbrandof
conservatism.
Butmost of thecounties that

all threecandidates won are
smaller, ruralcounties that rank
among the state'spoorest and
least educated ­including
Marlboro, Clarendon, Lee,Un­
ionand Chesterfield.
Voters inthose countiesfeel

disconnectedfrom agovern­
ment that they thinknolonger
pays attention tothem.
"Future SouthCarolina cam­

paigns must focusonrural,
working­class voters whofeel
left behind economically and
the moremoderatetransplants
who populateourstate'scoast,"
S.C. GOP chairman MattMoore
said."It's avery new andun­
ique coalitionthat powered
Donald Trump tovictory."
Winthrop University political

scientist ScottHuffmonnoted
findingsinastatewide pollthat

heconducted inDecember
showingTrump supporters were
more likelytothink whitepeo­
ple faceddiscrimination.
Manyof the countiesthat

Trump,Gingrich andHaley
carried have among the highest
percentage ofAfrican­Amer­
icans residentsinthe state.
"Iwould say these'threat­

ened' peoplehad latched onto
the Tea Partyin2010 ­ which
helpedHaley after the (Sarah)
Palinendorsement ­andwere
channeling theanger againstthe
establishment for notstanding
upfor them,"Huffmon said.
"This angerfesteredafter the
failure of theGOP establish­
ment candidate (Romney)to
take outObama in2012 andhas
found an outlet with Trump."
"These peopleare angryat

the stateof thecountry," and
they prefer candidates who
promise tooverhaul politicsin
Washington andColumbia,
former S.C.Republican Party
chairman Katon Dawsonsaid.
They are saying, "Iwanttobe a
maverick Republican.Iwant
nothing todo with(the estab­
lishment)."
Also, money isaconcern for

ruralvoters, Dawson said.
"People heard (Trump)say, 'I

going tomake youmoremon­

ey,' "Dawsonsaid."And they
believed it."
Winning endorsementsfrom

the state's biggest political
names guarantees littlewith
these rebellious voters.
Former FloridaGov. JebBush,

had the supportof manyinthe
state's Republican establish­
ment, includingU.S.Sen. Lind­
sey Graham, but finishedfourth
inthe S.C. primary beforedrop­
ping outof therace Saturday
night. U.S.Sen. Marco Rubio of
Florida receivedendorsements
fromthree top S.C. Republicans
­Haley, U.S.Sen. Tim Scott
and U.S.Rep. TreyGowdy.
"For alltheir popularity, Ru­

bio cameinsecondon Satur­
day," saidJoe Dugan,whopro­
duces the S.C. Tea PartyCoali­
tion Convention,which attract­
ed six GOP candidates toMyrtle
Beach last month,including
Trump. "Everyoneis goingto
jointhe Marco Rubiotrain. But
we saw(in South Carolina)more
people climbing onto thetrain
onthe othertrack that'sgoing in
the opposite direction."
The Trump,Gingrich and

Haley victories also showed
candidates canwin withbroad
support acrossthe state, rather
thanappealing tospecific blocs.
Gone arethe days that a GOP

candidate cantarget the evan­
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gelicalbloc that makes up more
thantwo­thirds of the state's
Republican votersand expect to
win. In Saturday'sprimary, U.S.
Sen. Ted Cruz, R­Texas,target­
ed those evangelicals, but lost
themtoTrump, notknown as
the most religiouscandidate.
Thatshifting groundmeans

that future campaigns, starting
with the 2018governor'srace,
couldlook different.
"It mightnot meanthe end of

traditional SouthCarolina cam­
paign strategies,but it certainly
doesmean reconsideringthe
assumptions about what motiva­
tes voters,"Moore said.

Huffmonsaidthe New York
billionaire's victory showed
votersare unhappy Washington
failed tochangeafter the Tea
Partyrevolution of2010."What
this electionshowed, ifany­
thing, is that conservative voters
are sickofbeing pandered to,
thenignored until the next elec­
tion cycle," Huffmonsaid.
Trump'sstraight­talk ap­

pealedto enoughof those voters
­athirdof votersSaturday ­
towinthe S.C. primary.
"You betterbe upfrontand

honest, or they'regoing tofind
out," Dugansaid.

SCcounties gaining
influence
The14S.C.countiesthat handed
three non­establishmentGOP
candidatesbigwinswithhigher
votetalliesthantheirstatewide
results.Theracesincludedvictories
by: NikkiHaleyinthe2010
Republicangubernatorialprimary;
Newt Gingrichinthe2012
Republicanpresidentialprimary;
andDonaldTrumpinthe2016
Republicanpresidentialprimary.
Many ofthecountiesarerural with
thestate'slowestaveragehousehold
incomeandlowesteducation
attainment:

Bamberg

Calhoun

Chesterfield

Clarendon

Colleton

Darlington

Georgetown

Fairfield

Horry

Lee

Marlboro

Newberry

Orangeburg

Union
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GERRY MELENDEZ gmelendez@thestate.com

Rebecca
Wieczorek
of Lexington
holdsa
Trump sign
onN. Lake
Drive in
Lexington,as
motorists
passby
Saturday.
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Cruz andRubiobring
differentstylestorace
BY FRANK BRUNI
NewYorkTimes
CHARLESTON

Ted Cruz described
Marco Rubio last week as
"Donald Trump with a
smile," saying that both
are quick to call their crit­
ics liars, though Rubio
does itamiably.
Cruz is right aboutRu­

bio's affect,wrong about
which candidateit dis­
tinguishes him from. He
and Rubio are the pair
twinned in somanyre­
spects beyond the curve of
their lips.
That makes these two

U.S. senators – both in
their first terms, both
Cuban­American, both
lawyers, just five months
apart inage – a uniquely
fascinating study inhow
much the style of a per­
son's politicsdrives per­
ceptions of who he is and
in how thoroughly optics
eclipse substance.
Rubio,44,isroutinely

branded"mainstream"and
occasionallylabeled"mod­
erate."There'sabelief
amongRepublicanleaders,
alongwithevidencein
polls,thathehasanappeal
tolessconservativevoters
thatCruzdoesn't.
But that's notafunction

of his record or his posi­
tions on a range of issues.
Like Cruz, who is 45, he
found early favor with the
Tea Party, which helped
propel him to Washington.
Like Cruz, hestaunchly
opposesnew gun safety
measures, abortion rights
and Obamacare.
Like Cruz, hehas called

for sweepingtax cuts, the
abolition ofthe federal
Department of Education,
the relaxing ofenviron­
mental regulations and
unwavering friendship
with Israel.
And on the campaign

trail here inSouthCar­
olina over the days leading
up to its primary, he
echoed Cruz in his repeat­
ed invocationsof God.
Rubio rolled holier and
holier,competing fiercely
for the votes of evangelical
Christians,an important
share of theRepublican
electorate inthis stateand
throughout the South.
At a town hall inGreen­

ville that was televised by
CNN,he told Anderson
Cooper that his many
blessingsincluded "a god­
ly and wonderful wife."
But that same event was

an even better example of
how Rubio and Cruz di­
verge –and why two con­
servative politicians who
are conjoined ideologically
so often come across like
distantcousins.
They took the stageone

right after the other, Rubio
followed by Cruz,and it
was night and day. Or,
rather,day and night. With
asunnyvoice, Rubio pre­
sented himself as an in­
strument of hope. With a
gloomy one, Cruz played
the vesselof dread. Ru­
bio's smiles were frequent
and expansive. Cruz's
were rarer and clenched.
Rubio, granted, had

more immediate cause for
mirth: He'd just won the

formalbacking of Gov.
Nikki Haley of South Car­
olina. But the way he dis­
cussed that perfectly il­
lustratedhis campaign's
timbre and emotional
underpinnings.
Cooperaskedhimwheth­

erhehimselfhadeverfelt
"thestingofracism,"and
hisanswerwasabouthow
goodAmericacanbe,not
howbad.
HeencouragedCooper

andtheaudienceto"look
athowfarwe'vecomeasa
countrysincethe1960s"
andmentionednotjust
HaleybutalsoTimScott,
oneofSouthCarolina'stwo
U.S.senators,whoisblack.
"I got the endorsement

of agovernor of Indian
descent, who endorsed a
presidentialcandidate of
Cubandescent and tomor­
row will be campaigning
alongside an African­
AmericanRepublican
senator," Rubio said. "All
three are doing that here
in South Carolina."
On thesubject of ten­

sions between police offi­
cers and African­Amer­
icans, he began with a
tributeto the integrity of
most men and women in
blue. But he pivoted quick­
ly to the observation that
black men are singled out
for suspicion and said that
whether Americans accept
that or not, "ifasignificant
percentageof the Amer­
ican familybelievesthat
they are being treated
differently than everyone
else, we have a problem."

"I'm going to be a presi­
dent for all Americans,
because an American
president has to love the
Americanpeople, even
those that don't love you
back," hesaid.
Such moments were

missing from Cruz's per­
formance.
A typicalCruz campaign

eventis likely to include
talk of "the abyss" on
which Americateeters and
what a terrifying juncture
this is.
"I wake up scared every

day," Cruz saidat a rally
in Charleston early Friday
afternoon.
David Limbaugh, Rush's

brother, walked onstageto
stand beside him and
proclaim: "We're on the
brink of collapse. We have
maybe one last chance to
save America."
Cruz'smethodscanbe

ruthless,asBenCarson
learnedinIowaandas
Rubiowasremindedin
SouthCarolina,wherethe
Cruzcampaignpromoted
imagesofRubionotjust
shakinghandswithObama
butmergingwithhim,their
twofacesbecomingone.
"Nasty guy," Trump

said of Cruz during the
most recentRepublican
debate. Even he gets some
things right.
Although Cruz leans

harder than Rubio does on
the memory of Ronald
Reagan, it's Rubio who has
learned from Reagan – and
from George W. Bush –
that conservatism is best
sold with uplift, at least
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usually.
But these are unusual

times–hotter, harsher.
WhileTrump promises to
"make Americagreat
again," he dwells on what
chumps we are now. He's
not trafficking in inspira­
tion. He's validating a
senseof victimization.

If Cruz fails to expand
his support beyond the
most severe Republicans –
anecessity if he wantsthe
nomination – it will be a
matter of how he frames
his quest: us the righteous
versus them the wicked.
If Rubio has better luck,

it won't reflect a platform

significantly to the left of
Cruz's. It will be aboutan
emphasis on joviality over
jeremiads.
The two are similar

enoughbeneath the sur­
face that which of them
fares better over the com­
ing weeks will tell us vol­
umes about what flavor of

leader many Americans
crave now.
A cheerleader? That's

Rubio. A scold? Cue Cruz.
And if it's him, it means
that pessimism really has
trumped optimism, and
we'veturned a dark cor­
ner.
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S.C. must do better for its people
South Carolina weathered

many events in 2015. From
the senseless murders of

Walter Scott and the brothers
and sisters of the Emanuel 9,
to the devastating floods that
crippled our entire state in the
latter half of 2015, through it all
we showed our resolve, came
together as a state and have

commenced the
healing process.
While it was
during extraordi­
nary times that we
united as a state, it
is also a pity that
tragedies had to
strike before we
came together as
South Carolinians

to confront issues.
Now 2016 places before us a

slew of issues that need to be
confronted ­ issues that should
have been confronted a long
time ago but thanks in large part
to our Republican­dominated
Legislature have failed to be dis­
cussed. These problems are not
foreign to South Carolinians:
Our weathered roads need fixing,
our health care system that shuts
out thousands needs expanding,
and our children need adequate
education funding.
The October flooding wreaked

unimaginable havoc on our
state, and the General Assembly
must act to aid our constituents.
We must work to offer grants to
individuals and families, small
businesses and those in the ag­
ricultural community. We must
offer financial assistance to the
cities and counties impacted,
including fully funding the Local
Government Fund. Most impor­
tantly, all of this should be done

in a bipartisan fashion.
Just as a flood relief bill

should face zero partisan pol­
itics, a roads bill deserves the
same treatment. South Carolina
roads are some of the worst in
the Southeast. Due to neglect
on the part of the Legislature as
well as the impact of increased
business activity, our roads
have approached the point to
where they cannot remain un­
addressed.
Instead of focusing on divisive

issues such as restricting the re­
productive rights of our women,
the General Assembly should
switch its focus to an issue that
unites us: repairing our roads so
that we all are not burdened by
the associated vehicle repairs, or
worse, struck with the pain as­
sociated with the loss of a loved
one due to roadway conditions.
Economic growth would be

another result from these in­
vestments, as outside investors
are hesitant to invest in a state
that does not provide enough at­
tention to its infrastructure. Last
year's floods only worsened road
conditions and it is past time for
the Legislature to ensure South
Carolina has adequate infra­
structure to meet the needs of
our businesses and citizens.
Speaking of adequacy, I must

mention the historic decision
that the state Supreme Court
recently handed down concern­
ing South Carolina's education
system. The state has for years
ranked near the very bottom of
comparative education reports.
This is shameful and our chil­
dren do not deserve such.
The House Democratic Cau­

cus will work to ensure that Gov.
Nikki Haley and her Republican

allies who oppose addressing ed­
ucation in the Corridor of Shame
are forced to follow through with
the court's mandate and all of
our children are afforded the ed­
ucation that they deserve.
Finally, no discussion regard­

ing rights would be complete
without mentioning the health
of our citizens. Health care is
a human right, and whether
someone lives or dies should not
be contingent on his or her bank
account. It is sad that in a nation
as affluent as the United States,
states still debate whether to
expand health care coverage to
their citizens.
In South Carolina, there are

some 200,000 who lack the
health care coverage they need.
The Affordable Care Act's health
care expansion in our state
would absolutely not cripple
the budget as opponents may
suggest. For the first three years,
the expansion would be covered
100 percent, and subsequently
thereafter 90 percent by the fed­
eral government.
It is past time for Gov. Haley

and Republicans in both leg­
islative bodies to allow for our
citizens to receive the health care
they deserve, and Democrats are
here to see that they stop playing
politics with lives and give our
people what they are entitled to.
For us, the problem is vividly il­
lustrated at home, where we see
our rural hospitals closing, and
citizens wondering whether they
will have access to a hospital in
times of dire need.

Democrat Justin Bamberg rep­
resents House District 90, which
includes Bamberg County and por­
tions of Barnwell and Colleton.

JUSTIN
BAMBERG
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2016 S.C.REPUBLICANPRIMARY

TRUMP VICTORIOUS INS.C.
BushdropsoutafterpoorshowingBillionairewinsbiginHorryCounty

Rubio,Cruztooclosetocallfor2nd
BYJILL COLVIN
AND THOMAS BEAUMONT
TheAssociated Press

SPARTANBURG

Donald Trumptightened
hisgrip onthe mantle of
Republican presidential
front­runner onSaturday

as SouthCarolinavoters seething
about Washington andcareer
politicians propelledthe billionaire
businessmantoacomfortable
primary win.
OneofTrump'sfavoritetargets,

formerFloridaGov.JebBush,final­
lythrewinthetowel,suspending
hiscampaignafteradismalfinish.
"Thankyoufortheopportunityto
runforthegreatestofficeonthe
faceoftheearth,"anemotional
Bushtoldhissupporters.
Trump lookedahead toNevada

andthen the10 primaries and
caucuseson SuperTuesday as he
triestoincrease his delegatead­
vantage.

Inafamily­affairvictory speech,
Trump ticked offhis policyprom­
ises,vowing toterminatePresi­
dent Barack Obama's healthcare
law andget Mexico topay for a
wall atthe border.
"We'regoing tostartwinning

for ourcountry because ourcoun­
trydoesn't winanymore," said
Trump, with hiswife, Melania, and
daughter Ivanka at hisside.
Twofreshmen senators –Ted

Cruz ofTexas andMarco Rubioof
Florida –werebattling for second
place, which wouldgive them
braggingrights but mightnot get
themany delegates inthe march
tothe nomination.
Rubio declared,"This hasbe­

come athree­person race."
Cruz evoked hiswininthe lead­

offIowa caucuses ashe urged
conservatives torally around his
campaign, saying, "Weare the
onlycandidate who hasbeaten
andcan beatDonald Trump."

SEE TRUMP,3A

S.C. GOPprimary
results
Trump........................................32.5%

Rubio.........................................22.5%

Cruz...........................................22.3%

Bush.............................................7.8%

Kasich..........................................7.6%

Carson..........................................7.2%
Results as of10:30 p.m.

........................................................................

TRUMP
FROMPAGE1A
The two­threefinish of

Cruz andRubio undercut
the valueof somecoveted
SouthCarolina endorse­
ments. Rubio hadthe back­
ingof Gov. Nikki Haley,
Sen.Tim Scottand Rep.
TreyGowdy; Cruzgot the
support offormer Gov. Mark
Sanford,nowaHousemem­
ber.
Exitpolls showed4in10

votersangryabout how
Washingtonis working, and
morethanhalf saying they
feltbetrayed bypoliticians
intheRepublican Party.
Trump's victory cappeda

weekinwhich hecalled

rivalsliars, blamedHouse
Speaker Paul Ryanfor the
GOP'sloss inthe 2012 pres­
idential race,and even tan­
gled withPope Francis.
He was backed bynearly

4 in10of those whoare
angry at thefederal govern­
ment, andathirdof those
who feelbetrayed. Hedid
best with men, oldervoters,
those without a collegede­
gree and veterans.
About three­quarters of

Republican primary voters
support atemporary banon
Muslims who are notU.S.
citizens fromenteringthe
United States.Nearly 4 in
10of those votersbacked

Trump, while athird who
oppose suchabanpreferred
Rubio.
Trump wonamajority of

the delegatesinthe South
Carolina primary –atleast
38 ofthe 50–and hasa
chance towinthemall.
Trump leads theoverall

racefor delegateswith 55.
Ted Cruzhas 11 delegates,
Marco Rubiohas 10,John
Kasich hasfive, Jeb Bush
has4andBen Carson has
three.
Ittakes 1,237delegates to

winthe Republicannomi­
nation for president.
While thereal estatemag­

natescored adecisive winin

NewHampshire, hissecond­
placefinish inIowa toCruz
illustratedgaps inhis less­
than­robust groundoper­
ation, andquestions remain
about theextent towhichhe
can translate leads inprefer­
ence pollsand largerally
crowds intovotes.
Trump's winSaturday

could answersomeof those
questions, adding momen­
tum going intothe collection
of Southern statesthat will
voteMarch 1.
The exit pollingof voters

was conducted for The As­
sociated Press andthe tele­
vision networks byEdison
Research.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 02/21/2016

TRUMP VICTORIOUS INS.C.
BY JILL COLVIN AND THOMAS BEAUMONT The Associated Press SPARTANBURG

113.92 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-02-21_1003.pdf

County: Horry



PAULSANCYAThe Associated Press

RepublicanpresidentialcandidateDonaldTrumpspeaksduringaSouthCarolinaRepublicaneventSaturday nightsinSpartanburg.

JASON LEEjlee@thesunnews

RosemaryBenedetticastshervote inCherry GroveDistrict1on Saturday.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 02/21/2016

TRUMP VICTORIOUS INS.C.
BY JILL COLVIN AND THOMAS BEAUMONT The Associated Press SPARTANBURG

113.92 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 2

63027-02-21_1003.pdf

County: Horry



"The endorsementby Nikki Haley
was abig deal....Iwaskind of
ridingthe fence,andwith every­
thingthat'sgoing onin South
Carolina, Itrust her – that's kind of
abig dealfor me."
­Jason Sims, 33, ateacherfrom
Mount Pleasant whovotedfor
MarcoRubio
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2.NIKKI HALEY/MARCO
RUBIO'SS.C. SUPPORTERS
Haley's response toDemocratic Presi­

dent Barack Obama'sState ofthe Union
address ­ad­
monishing her
fellow Repub­
licans ­created
national buzz
about a vice pres­
idential nod. Seen
again as anew
face of theGOP,
Haley's endorse­
ment became
that muchmore
valuable.The
Republicangov­

ernor waiteduntil three days beforethe
primary toannounce her choice, afellow
44­year­old child ofimmigrants, U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubioof Florida. Haley'schoice
validated the groundwork ofTeam Marco
inthe state.Thatwork started withTerry
Sullivanand Warren Tompkins,the
veteran S.C.political operativesrunning
Rubio's campaignand political­action
committee, andwas bolsteredby keyS.C.
endorsements fromU.S. Sen.Tim Scottof
NorthCharleston and U.S.Rep.Trey
Gowdyof Spartanburg.

MarcoRubioand
Gov.Nikki Haley
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