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Officialsworkto prevent
repeatof dueling rallies
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
LawmakersinSouth

Carolinawanttoregulate
eventsatthestateCapitol
inanefforttoavoidthe
chaosoflastJuly,when
opposinggroupsofdemon­
stratorsheldoverlapping
ralliesandoverwhelmeda
massivepolicepresence.
Sinceabillrequiring

peopletoobtainapermit
forlargegatheringson
Statehousegroundsfailed
inAprilamidFirstAmend­
mentconcerns,alegislative
panelispursuingcrowd
controlthroughregulations.
Draftedrules,similarto
thosefortheU.S.Capitol,
havebeensubmittedtothe
StatehouseCommitteefor
review.
Theyincluderequiringa

permitforgatheringsof
morethan19people,re­
quiringanapplicationtobe
submittedatleast10days
aheadoftheplannedevent,
andbarringpermitsfor
simultaneouseventsinthe
samearea.
"Ihappen tofeelyou

can protectand defend
the FirstAmendment and
the publicat the same
time. Butit'simpossible to
regulate common sense,"
Sen.Harvey Peeler,the
committee's chairman,
said Tuesday. "The person

who schedules aKKKrally
andBlack Panthersrally
onthe Statehouse grounds
at the same timehasno
common sense."
Stateofficials arewait­

ingfor his committee to
weigh inonthe drafted
rulesbefore sendingthem
through theregulation
process.
Meanwhile, twopro­

Confederate­flag groups
havebeen approved to
gather onthe Statehouse's
front lawn onthe anni­
versary of thebattle flag's
removal.So far, noother
group hassought tore­
serve spaceJuly 10,said
Department of Adminis­
trationspokeswoman
Kelly Coakley.
The SouthCarolina

Secessionist Partyplansto
raise thebattle flag, using
aportable base,on the
same spot whereit flew on
a30­foot polebeside the
Confederate Soldiers
Monument.Accompany­
ingthe flagwill beaCon­
federateMemorial Honor
Guard,clad inCivil War
uniforms.
"They tookit down.

We're putting it backup,"
Secessionist Partyfounder
James Bessengersaid
Tuesday. "It'sin defiance
of theLegislature and

governor for whatthey did
last year."
The flagand portable

basewill beremoved at
the event's planned5p.m.
conclusion, thoughBe­
ssenger planstomake the
flag­raisingan annual
event.
AtGov.Nikki Haley's

urging, legislatorsap­
proved removing the flag
and poleafternine Afri­
can­American parishion­
ers were massacredduring
a Biblestudy at achurch
inCharleston. Photosof
the white mancharged
with their murders
showed him holding a
rebelflag.
Haley "opened Pando­

ra'sBoxacross the coun­
try,"Bessenger said."It's
been abad yearfor flag
supporters."
He expectsseveral

hundredpeople July 10. It
will bethe secondState­
house eventfor the Seces­
sionist Party, which Be­
ssenger sayshas nothing
todowith hate. InDecem­
ber, about 50people com­
memorated SouthCar­
olina's 1860 secession
fromthe Union.
Stateofficialstriedto

cancelthatevent,citingthe
duelingralliesdebacle,but
reinstatedthereservation

atHaley'srequest,asshe
publiclynotedtheirconsti­
tutionalrightstofree
speechandassembly.
InJuly, aweekafter the

Statehouse flagwas furled
and senttoamuseum,a
NorthCarolina­based
outfit ofthe Ku KluxKlan
and aFlorida­based affil­
iate ofthe New Black
Panther Partyralliedon
oppositesides ofthe State­
house, attractingan esti­
mated 2,000 people.
Fights broke outas

shoutingand obscenities
escalated between the
white supremacistsand
their counter­demonstra­
tors behind apolice barri­
cade. Fivepeople were
arrested duringthe rally.
Morewere arrested after­
ward, asfighting spilledto
the streetsbeyond the
Statehouse. Peeler later
scoldedthe stateofficials
responsible for failing to
ask theopposing groups to
rally onseparatedays or
at least severalhours
apart.
Meanwhile, theDepart­

ment of Administration
continues tofollow itsown
reservation policy,revised
inJuly toincludesending
eventrequests to statelaw
enforcement agencies for
input.
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This photowas takenDec.20,2015, atthe SouthCarolinaSecessionistParty rallyat theStatehouseinColumbia,S.C. LawmakersinSouthCarolina
wanttoregulateeventsatthe state Capitolinan efforttoavoidthechaosof July2015whenopposing groupsheldoverlappingrallies.
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Mopedsafety
Nikki Haley'slibertarian

leanings shouldnot have
prevented herfromsigning a
moped safety bill.
The Republican governor

saidthe legislation is govern­
ment overreach, specifically
the requirement that reflec­
tive vests beworn for night­
time driving andhelmetsbe
worn bythose under age 21.
Inavetoletter tothe Gen­

eralAssembly, Haley saidthe
restrictionsfor mopedswould
exceedthose for motorcycle
drivers, although existing law
doesrequire helmetsfor bik­
ersunder age21. Peopleover
18"should decide for them­
selveswhat they shouldwear
fortheir personal safety," she
wrote.…
Fiftypeopledied onmo­

pedsinSouth Carolinain
2015,more thandoublethe
number fromjusttwoyears
beforein2013. Already in
2016, 16moped driversand/
or passengers have died.
Ifmopeds increasinglyare

goingtobe arealityof the
road, theremust besensible
regulations.Whenthey return
toColumbiainJanuary, law­
makersshouldmove swiftly
toreintroducethe moped
legislation andwork with the
governor todeterminewhat it
willtake toget her signature.

– Times&Democrat
Orangeburg
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Haley'sbigloss
Gov. NikkiHaley's efforts

tounseat heradversariesin
thestate Senatecontributed
toasurprising loss byone
long­timeincumbent. Butit
wasn't stateSen.HughLeath­
erman, R­Florence.
Sen.Leatherman wasthe

governor'shighprofile target,
but even herpopularity
among Republicanvoters
couldn'tderailhis campaign
fora10thterm. The 85­year­
oldsenator isstill strong in
hisFlorence district,which he
wonwith 54percent ofthe
vote,against twochallengers.
The governorcomplained

about pork­barrel spending in
hisdistrict,but apparently the
county's votersare morethan
happy for Sen.Leatherman to
continue hiswork. He has
usedhis considerable influ­
enceonbehalf of roadpro­
jects, highereducation and
economic development inhis
district.…
The governorcan talk

about heragenda forSouth
Carolina, but inthis legisla­
tively controlled state, sheis
severelylimited inherability
toenact it. Her opposition to
Sen.Leatherman says her
leadershipoptionshave be­

comeeven more limited.
Naturally, it'stroubling to

thegovernor tosee asingle
legislatorserving asthe most
powerfulpolitician inthe
state.Afterall,Mrs.Haley
was elected statewideas
South Carolina's chiefexec­
utive.
And who picked Mr. Leath­

erman for hisoverarching
position ofpower? He was
elected by5,942Republicans
inthe recent primary. And he
is unopposed inNovember's
generalelection.

–Post&Courier
Charleston

''THEGOVERNORCANTALKABOUTHER
AGENDAFORSOUTH
CAROLINA,BUTIN
THISLEGISLATIVELY
CONTROLLEDSTATE,
SHEISSEVERELY
LIMITEDINHER
ABILITYTOENACTIT.
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THESTATE

Whydid
popular
bills die, or
getgutted?
It's a
mystery­
bydesign
FIRSTSTORY:Aftersix

yearsofdebate,theLeg­
islaturepassedabilllast
monthtomakemoped

driversobeytrafficlaws.The
votewas68­31intheHouseand
41­1intheSenate.
SowhenGov.NikkiHaley

vetoedthebill,objecting(inthe
samewaysheobjectstomanda­
toryseat­beltlaws)thatitwas
wrongtomakealldriverswear
reflectivevestsandtomake
thoseyoungerthan21wear
helmets,youwouldhave
thoughttheonlyquestionwas
whethertheHousewouldbe
abletomaintainthetwo­thirds
margintooverrideherveto.
Infact,theHouseoverturned

thevetowiththreevotesto
spare.Theproblemwasthe
Senate,whereGeraldMalloy­
whohadbeenamongthe41
whovotedtopassthebillless
thantwoweeksearlier­sud­
denlydecideditwasabadidea,
andmadeitclearduringthe
Legislature'sJune15vetoses­
sionthathewasgoingtofil­
ibusterifnecessarytokeepthe
Senatefromvotingtooverride
theveto.
AftertheSenatepassedthe

ethicsbills,mostDemocratsand
morethanafewRepublicans
startedslippingoutofthecham­

ber,andabout10hoursafterthe
daybegan,theSenateadjourned
fortheyearwithoutaquorum,
leavingthemopedvetointact.
Didthosemissingsenators

intendtokillthebill,ordidthey
simplyfiguretherewouldnever
beavote,sotherewasnouse
stickingaroundastheclock
tickedtowardmidnight?There's
nowaytosayforsure.
Secondstory:AftertheSenate

passedabilltomakeitmore
difficultforpolicetoignorethe
lawthatrequiresthemtorelease
dash­camvideo,theHouse
votedlatelastmonthtostrike
thatlanguagefromthebilland
replaceitwithlanguagefroma
House­passedbilltomakeit
moredifficultforlocal
governmentstoignorethelaws
thatrequirethemtorelease
publicinformation.
Thearchitectsofthisswitch

explainedthattheywantedto
negotiateadealtopassboth
provisions,bypassingasenator
whohadrefusedtoallowdebate
ontheHousebill.Housemem­
bersseemedtoagreethatthis
wasagoodplan.
OfcoursetheSenatewasin

nomoodtomakeadeal­at
leastinpartbecause
representativeshadthetemerity
tocalloutthesenatorwhowas

blockingconsiderationofthe
Housebill­andtheHouse
refusedtobackoffandpassthe
dash­cambill.Clearly,itwasthe
Housethatwasresponsiblefor
killingthatbill,forachange.But
why?Didrepresentativesoppose
it,orweretheysimplytiredof
givingintotheSenate'sde­
mands,anddoesitmatter?
It'sbeenaquartercentury

sincethen­Rep.JackGregory
famouslydefendedhisvote
againstabillhehadintroduced
bytellingfellowmembersofthe
HouseJudiciaryCommittee,
"Justbecauseyousponsorabill
doesn'tmeanyousupportit,"
butthatsentimentisstillalive
andwellattheStateHouse,
rightalongwithitscorollary:
Justbecauseyouvoteforabill
doesn'tmeanyousupportit.
Andcertainlythefactthatyou
sayyouareforabilldoesn't
meanyou'reforit.
Thesestoriesfromthelastday

ofthisyear'slegislativesession
arebutthetipoftheicebergof
thegamesmanshipthat­five
yearsafterGov.NikkiHaley
browbeattheLegislatureinto
passingalawrequiringwhatshe
calls"on­the­recordvoting"on
allbills­makesitimpossiblein
mostcasestosaywhokilled
bills,orguttedthembefore
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allowingthemtopass.
Sowhenpeopleaskwho'sto

blameforthefactthatthenew
disclosurelawdoesn'trequire
legislatorstotellushowmuch
incometheyreceivefromlobby­
istsandbusinessesandorgani­
zationsthathirelobbyists,allI
cansayforsureisthatSen.Mal­
loywasthefrontmanforreform
opponents.Dittowhenpeople
askwho'stoblameforthefact
thattheso­called"reform"of
thestateTransportationCom­
missionallowssmallgroupsof
legislatorstotorpedothegover­
nor'sappointmentstothecom­
mission,withouteventakinga

vote.
ButSen.Malloycan'tusually

dictatethetermsoflegislation
unlesshehasthesupportofalot
ofothersenators­senators
whodon'thavetooutthem­
selvesaslongashe'swillingto
taketheheat.
There'snowaytomakelegis­

latorsvoteagainstbillsthey
oppose,andIdon'tknowofany
waytomakepeopleadmitthat
theyworkedbehindthescenes
towaterdownbills.Negotiation,
afterall,isandshouldbecentral
tothelaw­writingprocess,and
therealnegotiationsarenever
goingtotakeplaceinpublic.
ButiftheSenatemadeiteas­

iertogetbillsupforavote­by
eliminatingthesingle­senator
blockade,forexample,orreduc­
ingtheamountoftimethatcan
bespentonanybillwithoutan
affirmativevotetoextendthe
debatetime­thatwouldre­
ducetheopportunitiesforlegis­
latorstosecretlysabotagelegis­
lation.
Andthatwouldreducethe

numberofgoodbillsthatdieor
suffergraveinjuriesforreasons
wecannotdocument.

Ms.Scoppecanbereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803)771­8571.

''DIDTHOSEMISSING
SENATORSINTENDTO
KILLTHEBILL,ORDID
THEYSIMPLYFIGURE
THEREWOULDNEVER
BEAVOTE,SOTHERE
WASNOUSESTICKING
AROUND?
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Handfuloflegislativenominees to be decided Tuesday
BY BRUCESMITH
Associated Press
CHARLESTON

A handfulof nomineesfor
seats inthe SouthCarolina
GeneralAssembly will be
selected Tuesday as voters
go tothe pollstosettleparty
runoffs.
There are runoffsinsix

stateSenate andseven
Houseprimaries. There are
nostatewide racestobe
decided inTuesday'svoting.
Candidates needed50

percentplus onevote during
the June 14primary toavoid
arunoff.
A lookat some ofthe

racestobedecided with the
pollsopen from7a.m.
through7p.m.:

SENATEINCUMBENTS
Three incumbent senators

areinrunoffs.
RepublicanSenate Judi­

ciaryChairman LarryMar­
tinof Pickens facesformer
stateRep. RexRice.

Meanwhile,GOP Sen.Lee
BrightofRoebuck meets
formerstateRep. ScottTal­
leyinTuesday's runoff.
They werethe top twovote­
gettersinafour­way pri­
mary twoweeksago.
Republican Mike Fair of

Greenville also findshimself
inarunoffagainst chal­
lenger WilliamTimmons.
Timmons gotjustunder 50
percent ofthe vote inthe
primary.

BACKEDBY THE
GOVERNOR
Gov. Nikki Haley support­

ed five candidates inchal­
lenges ofincumbent law­
makers beforethe June 14th
primary.
Three of those shesup­

ported lostwhileinafourth
race, incumbent stateSen.
WesHayes losthis re­elec­
tion bid toHaley­backed

YorkCounty GOPChairman
WesClimer.
The fifthrace isamong

those being decidedin Tues­
day's runoffs.State Rep.
Stephen Goldfinchof Mur­
rells Inlet got44 percentof
the vote twoweeksago
against attorneyReese
Boyd, who wasendorsed by
Haley. Thatwinner will be
the Republicannominee to
replace retiring stateSen.
RayCleary inaSenatedis­
trict along thecoast.
HOUSE RACES
Amongthe notableHouse

races,Democratic stateRep.
BillBowers ofHampton
faces formerstateRep. Cur­
tis Brantleyin arunoff.
Bowers defeatedBrantley to
winthe seatfour yearsago.
There isalso a Republican

runofftodecide the party
nominee toreplace longtime
stateRep. Chip Limehouse
whois retiringafter serving

hisdowntown Charleston
andMountPleasant district
for morethantwodecades.
BusinessmenWilliam Cog­
swellJr. andRussell Gue­
rardwere thetop vote­get­
tersinthe five­wayprimary.
TURNOUTSHOULD BE
LIGHT
Voters should nothave to

wait long, if atall, tocast
their ballots. Only about 14
percent ofthe state's 3 mil­
lion votersvoted twoweeks
ago and runoffsgenerally
see fewervoters at thepolls.
The turnout was only

about 6 percentin2014
during runoffsthat featured
statewide racesfor lieuten­
ant governor andsuperin­
tendent of education. Fig­
ures fromthe SouthCar­
olina ElectionCommission
show about 600,000 regis­
tered votersinthe districts
where runoffsare being held
Tuesday.
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Mopedsafety
Nikki Haley'slibertarian

leanings shouldnot have
prevented herfromsigning a
mopedsafety bill.
The Republican governor

saidthe legislation is govern­
ment overreach, specifically
the requirement that reflec­
tive vests beworn for night­
time driving andhelmetsbe
worn bythose under age 21.
Inavetoletter tothe Gen­

eralAssembly, Haley saidthe
restrictionsfor mopedswould
exceedthose for motorcycle
drivers, althoughexisting law
doesrequire helmetsfor bik­
ers under age21. Peopleover
18"should decide for them­
selveswhat they shouldwear
for theirpersonal safety," she
wrote.…
Fiftypeopledied onmo­

pedsinSouth Carolinain
2015,more thandoublethe
number fromjusttwoyears
beforein2013. Already in
2016, 16mopeddriversand/
or passengers have died.
Ifmopeds increasinglyare

goingtobe arealityof the
road, theremust besensible
regulations.When theyreturn
toColumbiainJanuary, law­
makers shouldmove swiftly
toreintroducethe moped
legislation andwork with the
governor todeterminewhat it
willtake toget her signature.

– Times&Democrat
Orangeburg
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Haley'sbigloss
Gov. NikkiHaley's efforts

tounseat heradversariesin
thestate Senatecontributed
toasurprising loss byone
long­time incumbent. Butit
wasn't stateSen. HughLeath­
erman, R­Florence.
Sen. Leatherman wasthe

governor'shighprofile target,
but even herpopularity
among Republicanvoters
couldn'tderail his campaign
fora10thterm. The 85­year­
oldsenator isstill strong in
hisFlorence district, whichhe
wonwith 54percent ofthe
vote,against twochallengers.
The governorcomplained

about pork­barrel spending in
hisdistrict,but apparently the
county'svotersare morethan
happyfor Sen. Leatherman to
continue hiswork. He has
usedhis considerable influ­
enceonbehalf of roadpro­
jects, highereducation and
economic development inhis
district.…
The governorcan talk

about heragenda forSouth
Carolina, but inthis legisla­
tively controlled state, sheis
severelylimited inherability
toenact it. Her opposition to
Sen. Leatherman says her
leadershipoptionshave be­

comeeven more limited.
Naturally, it'stroubling to

thegovernor tosee asingle
legislatorserving asthe most
powerfulpolitician inthe
state.Afterall, Mrs.Haley
was elected statewideas
South Carolina's chiefexec­
utive.
And who picked Mr.Leath­

erman for hisoverarching
position ofpower? He was
elected by5,942 Republicans
inthe recent primary. And he
is unopposed inNovember's
generalelection.

–Post&Courier
Charleston

''THEGOVERNORCANTALKABOUTHER
AGENDAFORSOUTH
CAROLINA,BUTIN
THISLEGISLATIVELY
CONTROLLEDSTATE,
SHEISSEVERELY
LIMITEDINHER
ABILITYTOENACTIT.
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR
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Why
popular
bills dieor
get gutted:
Amystery
­bydesign
FIRSTSTORY:Aftersix

yearsofdebate,theLeg­
islaturepassedabilllast
monthtomakemoped

driversobeytrafficlaws.The
votewas68­31intheHouseand
41­1intheSenate.
SowhenGov.NikkiHaley

vetoedthebill,objecting(inthe
samewaysheobjectstomanda­
toryseat­beltlaws)thatitwas
wrongtomakealldriverswear
reflectivevestsandtomake
thoseyoungerthan21wear
helmets,youwouldhave
thoughttheonlyquestionwas
whethertheHousewouldbe
abletomaintainthetwo­thirds
margintooverrideherveto.
Infact,theHouseoverturned

thevetowiththreevotesto
spare.Theproblemwasthe
Senate,whereGeraldMalloy­
whohadbeenamongthe41
whovotedtopassthebillless
thantwoweeksearlier­sud­
denlydecideditwasabadidea,
andmadeitclearduringthe
Legislature'sJune15vetoses­
sionthathewasgoingtofil­
ibusterifnecessarytokeepthe
Senatefromvotingtooverride
theveto.
AftertheSenatepassedthe

ethicsbills,mostDemocratsand
morethanafewRepublicans
startedslippingoutofthecham­
ber,andabout10hoursafterthe
daybegan,theSenateadjourned
fortheyearwithoutaquorum,

leavingthemopedvetointact.
Didthosemissingsenators

intendtokillthebill,ordidthey
simplyfiguretherewouldnever
beavote,sotherewasnouse
stickingaroundastheclock
tickedtowardmidnight?There's
nowaytosayforsure.
Secondstory:AftertheSenate

passedabilltomakeitmore
difficultforpolicetoignorethe
lawthatrequiresthemtorelease
dash­camvideo,theHouse
votedlatelastmonthtostrike
thatlanguagefromthebilland
replaceitwithlanguagefroma
House­passedbilltomakeit
moredifficultforlocal
governmentstoignorethelaws
thatrequirethemtorelease
publicinformation.
Thearchitectsofthisswitch

explainedthattheywantedto
negotiateadealtopassboth
provisions,bypassingasenator
whohadrefusedtoallowdebate
ontheHousebill.Housemem­
bersseemedtoagreethatthis
wasagoodplan.
OfcoursetheSenatewasin

nomoodtomakeadeal­at
leastinpartbecause
representativeshadthetemerity
tocalloutthesenatorwhowas
blockingconsiderationofthe
Housebill­andtheHouse
refusedtobackoffandpassthe
dash­cambill.Clearly,itwasthe
Housethatwasresponsiblefor

killingthatbill,forachange.But
why?Didrepresentativesoppose
it,orweretheysimplytiredof
givingintotheSenate'sde­
mands,anddoesitmatter?
It'sbeenaquartercentury

sincethen­Rep.JackGregory
famouslydefendedhisvote
againstabillhehadintroduced
bytellingfellowmembersofthe
HouseJudiciaryCommittee,
"Justbecauseyousponsorabill
doesn'tmeanyousupportit,"
butthatsentimentisstillalive
andwellattheStateHouse,
rightalongwithitscorollary:
Justbecauseyouvoteforabill
doesn'tmeanyousupportit.
Andcertainlythefactthatyou
sayyouareforabilldoesn't
meanyou'reforit.
Thesestoriesfromthelastday

ofthisyear'slegislativesession
arebutthetipoftheicebergof
thegamesmanshipthat­five
yearsafterGov.NikkiHaley
browbeattheLegislatureinto
passingalawrequiringwhatshe
calls"on­the­recordvoting"on
allbills­makesitimpossiblein
mostcasestosaywhokilled
bills,orguttedthembefore
allowingthemtopass.
Sowhenpeopleaskwho'sto

blameforthefactthatthenew
disclosurelawdoesn'trequire
legislatorstotellushowmuch
incometheyreceivefromlobby­
istsandbusinessesandorgani­
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zationsthathirelobbyists,allI
cansayforsureisthatSen.Mal­
loywasthefrontmanforreform
opponents.Dittowhenpeople
askwho'stoblameforthefact
thattheso­called"reform"of
thestateTransportationCom­
missionallowssmallgroupsof
legislatorstotorpedothegover­
nor'sappointmentstothecom­
mission,withouteventakinga
vote.
ButSen.Malloycan'tusually

dictatethetermsoflegislation
unlesshehasthesupportofalot
ofothersenators­senators

whodon'thavetooutthem­
selvesaslongashe'swillingto
taketheheat.
There'snowaytomakelegis­

latorsvoteagainstbillsthey
oppose,andIdon'tknowofany
waytomakepeopleadmitthat
theyworkedbehindthescenes
towaterdownbills.Negotiation,
afterall,isandshouldbecentral
tothelaw­writingprocess,and
therealnegotiationsarenever
goingtotakeplaceinpublic.
ButiftheSenatemadeiteas­

iertogetbillsupforavote­by
eliminatingthesingle­senator

blockade,forexample,orreduc­
ingtheamountoftimethatcan
bespentonanybillwithoutan
affirmativevotetoextendthe
debatetime­thatwouldre­
ducetheopportunitiesforlegis­
latorstosecretlysabotagelegis­
lation.
Andthatwouldreducethe

numberofgoodbillsthatdieor
suffergraveinjuriesforreasons
wecannotdocument.

Ms.Scoppecanbereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803)771­8571.

''DIDTHOSEMISSING
SENATORSINTENDTO
KILLTHEBILL,ORDID
THEYSIMPLYFIGURE
THEREWOULDNEVER
BEAVOTE,SOTHERE
WASNOUSESTICKING
AROUND?
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Lawmakersworkto stop
duelinghate rallies
BYSEANNA ADCOX
AssociatedPress
LawmakersinSouth Car­

olinawanttoregulate events
onthe stateCapitol grounds
totrytoavoidthe chaos of
last July,when opposinghate
groups heldoverlapping
ralliesand overwhelmed a
massivepolice presence.
Meanwhile,twopro­Con­

federate flaggroups have
receivedthe OKtogather on
theState House's frontlawn
onthe July10anniversary of
thebattle flag's removal from
thegrounds.
Abill requiringgroups to

get an eventpermit failed in
Aprilinthe GeneralAssembly
amidFirst Amendmentcon­

cerns.Since then, alegislative
panelhasbeen pursuing
crowd controlthrough reg­
ulations. Draftedrules have
beensubmitted tothe State­
house Committee.
Itschairman, Sen. Harvey

Peeler,says it'spossible to
protectand defend boththe
FirstAmendment andthe
public. Hecontends it defied
common sense for the stateto
schedule overlapping KKK
andNew Black Panthers
rallies last year.
The proposedrulesinclude

requiring apermit for gather­
ingsof morethan19 people,

requiring anapplication to be
submitted atleast 10 days
ahead ofthe plannedevent,
andbarring permitsfor simul­
taneous eventsinthe same
area.
"Ihappen tofeelyoucan

protect anddefend the First
Amendment andthe publicat
the same time.But it'simpos­
sibleto regulatecommon
sense,"Peeler saidTuesday.
"Theperson who schedules a
KKKrally and Black Panthers
rally onthe StateHouse
grounds atthe same time has
nocommon sense."
Stateofficials are waiting

for hiscommittee to weighin
onthe drafted rulesbefore
sendingthem throughthe
regulationprocess.
Meanwhile, twopro­Con­

federate­flag groups have
received theOK togather on
the StateHouse's front lawn
onthe anniversary ofthe
battle flag's removal.So far,
noothergroup hassought to
reserve spaceJuly 10,said
Department of Administra­

SEEFLAG, 11A

FROMPAGE3A

FLAG
tion spokeswomanKelly
Coakley.
The SouthCarolina

Secessionist Partyplansto
raise thebattle flag, using
a portablebase, onthe
same spot whereit flew on
a30­foot pole beside the
Confederate Soldiers
Monument.
Accompanying the flag

will beaConfederate
Memorial Honor Guard,
clad inCivil Waruni­
forms.
"They tookit down.

We're putting it backup,"
Secessionist Partyfounder
James Bessengersaid
Tuesday.
"It'sindefiance of the

Legislature andgovernor
for what theydid last
year."
The flagand portable

basewill beremoved at

the event's planned5p.m.
conclusion, thoughBe­
ssenger planstomake the
flag­raising an annual
event.
AtGov. Nikki Haley's

urging, legislatorsap­
proved removing the flag
and pole afternine Afri­
can­American parishion­
ers were massacred during
a Biblestudy at achurch
inCharleston.
Photosof the whiteman

charged withtheir mur­
dersshowed him holding
a rebelflag.
Haley "opened Pando­

ra'sBoxacross the coun­
try,"Bessenger said.
"It'sbeen abad year for

flag supporters."
He expects several

hundredpeople July 10. It
will bethe secondState

House eventfor theSeces­
sionist Party, which Be­
ssenger sayshas nothing
todowith hate. InDecem­
ber, about 50people com­
memorated SouthCar­
olina's 1860 secession
fromthe Union.
Stateofficials triedto

cancel that event, citing
the dueling rallies deba­
cle, but reinstatedthe
reservation at Haley's
request, asshe publicly
noted their constitutional
rightstofree speechand
assembly.
InJuly, aweek afterthe

Statehouse flagwas furled
and senttoamuseum,a
NorthCarolina­based
outfit ofthe Ku KluxKlan
and aFlorida­based affil­
iate of theNew Black
Panther Partyralliedon

opposite sides ofthe State­
house, attracting anesti­
mated 2,000 people.
Fights broke outas

shoutingand obscenities
escalated betweenthe
white supremacistsand
their counter­demonstra­
tors behind apolice barri­
cade.
Five peoplewere arrest­

ed duringthe rally. More
were arrested afterward,
as fightingspilled tothe
streets beyondthe State­
house.
Peeler later scoldedthe

stateofficials responsible
for failing toask theop­
posing hate groups torally
onseparate days or at
least several hoursapart.
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THESTATE Filephotograph

Lawenforcementofficersmake anarrest followingduelingKKK
andNewBlackPantherralliesat theStateHouselastJuly.
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THEBUZZ

Clinton
winning
with SC
donors
DonaldTrumptrailsHillaryClintonin
S.C.fundraising

Haleyhit withpost­primaryshade

Vanquishedstate Sen.WesHayeson
hisvisionfor SC
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

SouthCarolina is aredstate. But,
when it comes todonating moneyto
the presumptive presidentialnomi­
nees, theGOP's candidateis inthe
losing corner.
Atleast, inthis electioncycle.
Through theend ofMay, morethan

1,360 SouthCarolinians hadgiven a

total ofmore than$1million to Hill­
ary Clinton, thepresumptive Demo­
craticpresidential nominee.That
outpacesthe performance ofPresi­
dentBarack Obama four years ago.
Obamahad raised$748,000from

S.C. residentsthrough theend ofMay
2012 toward the$2.7million total he

broughtinfrom thePalmetto State.
Donald Trumpis trailingfar be­

hind, having raisedjust$70,294from
about 150 Palmetto Statesupporters
as ofthe endof May. Thattrails, by
far, the S.C. fundraisingperformance

SEEBUZZ,11A
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BUZZ
of formerMassachusetts
Gov.Mitt Romney, the
2012 GOP presidential
nominee.
As of May2012,Rom­

neyhad raisednearly$1
million inSouthCarolina.
By theend ofthe race,
Romney hadpulled down
$6.7 million fromS.C.
residents.
A look at who'sbreak­

ingtheir S.C. piggybanks
for thepresumptive presi­
dential candidates:
Top donors
A JimShore, afigurine

artist fromYork, haspo­
nied up$5,400 for
Trump,the maximum

contribution hecanmake
tothe candidate forhis
primary andgeneral elec­
tion bids. Six S.C.contrib­
utors have given Trump
$2,700each.
A Claudia Kennedy,a

retired three­starU.S.
Army lieutenantgeneral
andHilton Headresident,
hasdonated themaxi­
mum allowable–$5,400 –
toClinton. Alltold, 181
donorshave given Clinton
$2,700or more.
Top donating S.C.re­

gions
A Lowcountry residents

had skipped afive­star
restaurantor two toshell

out$400,544toClinton's
campaign asof theend of
May. The Midlandswas
the secondbiggest finan­
cierof the Democratic
front­runner, giving
$189,383.
A Upstate residents

lookedmost favorably on
Trump,giving $18,945to
hiscampaign. The Grand
Strandcame insecondin
donations tothe GOP
leader, giving$15,963.

HALEY CATCHES SOME
POST­PRIMARYSHADE
Gov. Haley was hitlast

weekwith some blowback

for herefforts inthe June
14 S.C.GOP primary.
The firstshots came

fromRepublican S.C.
ComptrollerGen. Rich­
ardEckstrom at a
Wednesday meeting of
the S.C. FiscalAccount­
ability Authority, which
metto approveproposals
bythe state's retirement
system.
Haley bangedher gavel

andcalled the meeting to
order, declaring, "It's
anothergreat day in
SouthCarolina," her go­to
catchphrase that she cus­
tomarily uses tostart
meetings and presscon­
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ferences.
Eckstrom cut in,saying,

"Governor, if Imay," and
thenproceeded tosuggest
Haley stop usingthat
introduction.It "creates
the impressionor could
createthe impression of
someinappropriate meld­
ingof politicsand the
public businessthat we
come heretoconduct," he
said.
Haley'scatchphrase

ceasedto beonlyasaying
when apolitical group run
byher adviser,formed to
doHaley's bidding,took
the nameand targeted
Republican statesenators
inthe GOP primaries.
"Iworry that that per­

ception couldsenda
wrong messagetoother
boards, othercommis­
sions, otherauthorities –
someof whom are prob­
ablyrepresented here
today," Eckstrom said.
"But,more importantly, I
worrythat it couldunder­
mine theworking rela­
tionship of othermembers
of thisboard."
Haley quashed that

discussion quickly, re­
sponding,"I understand
andIappreciate it, but for
me, general,every day is
agreat day inSouthCar­
olina.... Justbecause an
organization happensto
have that name doesn't
take awaythe factI'm
going tomake sure that
every day isagreat day in
SouthCarolina."
Eckstrom likely was

referring toSenatePresi­
dent ProTemporeHugh
Leatherman,the pow­
erful Florence Republican
who Haley'sgroup,A
GreatDay SC, targeted in
hisprimary. Leatherman
stavedoff twoprimary
challengers, includingone
backed byHaley, towin

another four­year term.
He faces nochallengers in
November.
Leatherman also

walked outof the Haley­
chaired meeting,without
offeringany explanation,
after about an hourand
20 minutes.ASenateaide
saidhehad another meet­
ingtoattend.
Buthis exitdid notgo

over well.
Afterthe firstvote with­

outLeatherman failed in
a2­2tie,Haley blamed it
onthe Senateleader's
absence.
"Idon't knowthat

that's everhappened
before,"Haley said."And
that's whyIcanceledthe
last meeting because Sen.
Leatherman wasn't going
tobehere. And wecan't
doPEBA (thestateretire­
ment votes) without him
here."
Afterthe vote failed,

the five­member panel
agreed totake it upagain.
Atthat point, it passed
with onememberagree­
ingtoabstain. Later votes
followedasimilarpattern
with Haley notingthe
votesfor,against andthe
"one that walked out."

S.C. SEN. HAYES –THE
EXIT INTERVIEW
January will beatime

of longingforstate Sen.
WesHayes, who–forthe
firsttime inthree decades
–will notbe returningto
the S.C. StateHousefor a
new legislative session.
Butthe Rock Hill Re­

publican hassome
thoughts onhow bestto
movethe stateforward
after his31years under
the dome,which he
shared with The Buzz
when wecalled for an exit
interview.
Q:How hasthe Legis­

lature changedsince

you wereelected?
The biggest change,

Hayes said, wasthe trans­
formationof the state
Legislature toaRepub­
lican majorityfrom a
Democratic majority. Like
someold­timers nowin
the GOP,Hayes firstwas
elected asaDemocrat.He
switched partiesin 1994
because, hesays,hewas
voting morewith Repub­
licans andfelt more
aligned withthem philo­
sophically,especially on
socialissues, including
opposing abortion.
And,he added,"Bill

Clinton was presidentat
the time, andIdidnot
wantto bealignedwith
him."
Q:How haspolitics

changed sinceyou were
elected?
"You have some outside

groups –like Clubfor
Growth or Americansfor
Prosperityor (Gov. Ha­
ley's) PAC, A GreatDay
SC –andthose groups are
participating inspending
money at thelocal state
House andSenatelevel a
lotmore thanyouusedto
see," Hayes said."You
had hotly contested races,
andyou hadsome nega­
tivityall along.That's
politics.But youdidn't
have so much ofthe out­
side groups getting in­
volved."
Q:Isthat outside

influencegood or bad
forpolitics?
"Iwould prefer not to

see it,but whether it's
been goodor bad, that's a
matter of opinion.Having
been onthe receivingend
of it,I'm not sure Ican
give an unbiasedopinion.
(T)hings shouldbeleft to
the localstofight their
ownbattles and make
their owndecisions."
Q:What has beenthe

mostchallenging part
ofyourtime in office?
Banning "video poker

was hard because it took
us 10years todoit andit
was almostunlimited
resources onthe other
side,"advocating for
gambling, Hayes said.
"That wasadifficult bat­
tle againstgambling com­
inginto the state.The
ongoingbattle ongam­
bling is goingtobe diffi­
cult because peoplekind
of look onit,sometimes,
as it'seasy money,but I
thinkit changes thechar­
acter ofthe state."
Q:What work asa

lawmaker makes you
mostproud?
A "(T)hearea that I

have worked hardestonis
education," Hayes said,
citingthe expansionof
free 4­year­old kindergar­
tenfor at­risk children, a
statewide reading lawand
charter schools, among
other initiatives.
A Hayes also saidhe

workedwith then­At­
torney GeneralHenry
McMastertosue North
Carolina overwithdrawals
of water fromrivers flow­
inginto SouthCarolina.
"We've had water wars.

I had abilltorequire, for
the firsttime, anywith­
drawalsfor surfacewater
had togo throughthe
permitting process. That
is alimited resource, and
that was atoughbattle to
get that done. It's impor­
tant toprotectthat re­
source because it belongs
toeverybody."
A Hayes also saidhe

authored alaw togive tax
creditstorevitalize form­
er textileand cotton mills.
"Around the state, you

had alotof oldtextile
millsthat were basically
eye sores andasource of
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crime. InRock Hill, we've
done somegreat things,"
hesaid.
A Finally, Hayes saidhe

authored alaw that allows
counties toenact alocal­
optionpenny sales taxto
pay for roadimprove­
ments. YorkCounty,
where Hayesis from, was
the firstcountyto usethe
new law.
Q:What are thetop

things legislatorscan
do toimprove South
Carolina?

A To helppoor, rural

schooldistricts pay for
building improvements,
lawmakers should pass a
billthat, for thefirsttime,
would commit state
money tohelp districts
pay toreplace or rebuild
agingfacilities, he said.
Afterpassing the House, a
billto dothat landed in
Hayes'Senate K­12
spending subcommittee
nearthe endof legislative
session. Butit didnot
pass. However, senators

pledged topass it in2017,
sayingthey ranout of
time thisyear tomake
necessary changes.
A Forcingso­called

"dark money"groups into
the light isthe next big
priority inreforming the
state's ethicslaws,Hayes
said.The change–forcing
secretive groups toname
their donors–would com­
plementimprovements
lawmakers made this
year,requiring public
officialstodisclose the

sources of their private
incomeand endthe prac­
tice ofinvestigating them­
selves,saidHayes.
A Other recommenda­

tions fromHayes? Finda
long­termsolution to
fixingthe state's roads,
andget rid ofthe lengthy,
litigation­proneprocess
that the stateuses tode­
cide whogets tobuild or
expand hospitals.

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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