
Fashion­backward
in North Carolina
BY KATHLEEN PARKER
Columnist
EASTON, Md. ­ It's been a

long while since South Carolina
could look
down upon
its neighbor
to the North.
Thanks

to North
Carolina's
anti­LGBT
legislation
(HB2), also
referred to
as the "bath­

room bill," the state effectively
has begun rede?ning itself from
its long­popular characterization
as a "valley of humility between
two mountains of conceit"
(South Carolina and ?irginia).
The new law, which ludi­

crously requires transgender
people to use the restroom
consistent with the sex on their
birth certi?cates, has liberated
South Carolina from its persis­
tent place as the brunt of late­
night jokes. Remarking on the
law, South Carolina Gov. Nikki
Haley said her state doesn't have
"that problem." Brava.
The law in question was hur­

riedly passed last month and
signed by North Carolina Gov.
Pat McCrory in response to
what one state of?cial called a
restroom free­for­all, referring
to sudden hysteria over the pos­
sibility of transgender individu­
als using the "wrong" restroom.
How would anyone know? Will
of?cials now post monitors at

public restrooms to check birth
certi?cates and human bladder­
evacuation portals?
This would be riotously funny

if it weren't so patently dis­
criminatory.
Many bad deeds go unpun­

ished, but not this one. The
economic fallout from the law
already is being felt and the
price of not doing business is

about to go up. Bruce Springs­
teen recently canceled a concert
in Greensboro and Deutsche
Bank has frozen a planned 250­
job expansion in the state. But
the real showdown will be this
weekend when not nearly as
many buyers and designers as
usual will attend the biannual
High Point furniture market –
the largest in the nation and the
state's biggest economic event.
A recent study by Duke Uni­

versity placed the annual eco­
nomic impact of the High Point
market at $5.38 billion. The
furnishings industry also gener­
ates more than 600,000 visitor
days to the state each year and
accounts for 37,000 jobs.
If there were a Darwin Award

for states, North Carolina would
win hands­down. Already the
High Point Market Authority
reports that hundreds or thou­
sands of the 75,000 retailers and
designers who annually attend
the market won't be visiting this
year because of HB2, which,
come to think of it, sounds ap­

propriately like a disease.
Many of those who plan to

attend have expressed deep
reservations amid likely plans
to go to the relatively new Las
?egas furniture market next
go­round. Among these is Don
Wooters, interior designer and
co­owner of Easton's Dwelling
and Design, who told me he
feels guilt about going to North
Carolina.
"I feel like a traitor going to

High Point, putting capitalism
before human rights," he said. "I
don't feel good about that and I
know it's wrong."
Wooters isn't only baf?ed by

the bigotry of the legislation but
also by whatever generates the
fear behind it.
"Why do people feel they have

to be afraid? It's a big sign of
how uneducated America is."
Another local designer, Jamie

Merida, owner of Bountiful,
told me he decided to go if only
to make his case to vendors that
they have six months to straight­
en out this mess or he, too, will
be off to Las ?egas next time.
Although North Carolina

has been noted in recent years
for its increasingly hard­right
politics, it is still shocking that
a state that boasts several of the
nation's top colleges and univer­
sities and is home to the famed
Research Triangle, could codify
what is so plainly a discrimina­
tory law. In comments Tuesday,

McCrory, feeling the pressure,
softened his defense of the law
but stopped short of opposing
the provision on bathroom use
by transsexual people.
As in all other times when big­

otry raises its hideous head, bet­
ter angels will prevail. Either the
courts will overturn the law or
the state will come to its senses,
if only for economic reasons.
As to that valley of humil­

ity? In 1900, when Mary Oates
Spratt ?an Landingham, a
cultural leader and author, ?rst
conjured the image in a speech,
she was bemoaning her state's
then­lesser "native literature."
"Could it be that being located

between ?irginia and South
Carolina, our people for so
long have been furnished such
conspicuous illustrations of
self­appreciation that they have,
by contrast, learned modesty
and silence?" she said. "Where
there are mountains of conceit,
there are apt to be valleys of
humility."
Today, those mountains have

good reason for self­apprecia­
tion by comparison. And North
Carolina has proved itself a
valley of ignorance, whose leg­
islators and governor could use
a moment of silence to consider
their ill­conceived conceit.

Kathleen Parker is Pulitzer
Prize winning columnist for The
Washington Post.
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SCHouse altersroads bill;
senatorssaybillis likely dead
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
TheSouthCarolina

Housemadechanges
Wednesdaytotheroads
billthathasbeendebated
formorethanayear,lead­
ingsenatorsandthegov­
ernortosaytheproposalis
likelydeadfortheyear.
SouthCarolinaroads

willstilllikelygetmore
money.TheHousehas
placedanextra$400
millioninitsbudgetitsent
totheSenate.
ButWednesday's

amendmentgreatlyreduc­
esthechancesofreform­
inghowcommissioners
arechosentotheboard
thathelpsruntheDepart­
mentofTransportation.
Manylawmakershave
saidthatisacriticalfirst
steptowardgettingcloser
totheextra$1billiona
yeartheroadagencyhas
saiditneedstogetstate
highwaysbacktogood
condition.
TheHousecouldhave

agreedtotheSenateroad
bill,whichallowsGov.
NikkiHaleytoappointall
membersoftheDOT
boardwithSenateapprov­
al.Instead,theHouse
changedthebilltohave

approvalbytheHouseand
Senate.
"Governmentclosestto

thepeopleisusuallybest.
Andthereisnoneedto
take124peopleoutofthe
process,"Rep.GarySim­
rill,R­RockHill,saidof
Housemembers.
StateSen.LarryGrooms

saidinSouthCarolina's
240yearsasastatethe
EthicsCommissionisthe
onlybodywhereboth
chambersapprovemem­
bers.TheRepublicanfrom
Charlestonsaidsenators
can'tjustremovethatkind
ofprecedence.
"Theyknewbeforethey

votedthatputtingina
jointconfirmationwas
goingtokillit,"saidSen­
ateMajorityLeaderShane
Massey,R­Edgefield.
"Severalofustoldthem
thatbeforehand.They
knewitandtheydidit
anyway.Ithinkthey've
killedthebill."
Simrill,whohasledthe

efforttopassaroadsbillin
thehousesincethefallof
2014saidthatshouldn't
betrue.HesaidtheHouse
andSenateshouldagreeto
aconferencecommitteeto

hashouttheirdifferences.
Masseysaidthatcom­

mitteelikelywouldn't
reformDOTenough.
TheHousewaiteduntil

aftertheLegislativeAudit
Councilreleaseditsreport
onDOT.Itfoundthat54
percentofthestate'spri­
maryroadsarenowin
poorcondition,compared
to31percenteightyears
ago.Theauditalsofound
DOTrevenuesaren'teven
keepingupwithinflation.
Gov.NikkiHaleyhas

takentoFacebooktoscold
andthreatenHousemem­
bersthisweek.Aftertheir
113­6votetoamendthe
billWednesday,shepost­
edtherollcall.Inanearli­
ermessage,shesuggested
theHousewascreating
problemsforfuturework
togetmoremoneyfor
roads.
"TheRepublicanHouse

ofRepresentativesplansto
killtwoyearsofworkand
thatasaresult,therewill
benochangeintheirroad
conditionsanytimesoon,"
Haleywrote.
Simrillsaidthatkindof

rhetoricdoesn'trespect
thelegislativeprocess.
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Bathroom accessfor transgender
peopledebated acrossSouth
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press

COLUMBIA

Louisiana's governor
issued anexecutive order
Wednesday banningdis­
crimination in stategov­
ernment basedonsexual
orientation andgender
identity, andtransgender
peoplein SouthCarolina
told statesenators that a
billrequiring themtouse
apublic bathroom corre­
sponding totheir "biolog­
ical sex"puts themin
danger ofharassment.
The overwhelming ma­

jorityof peopleat the
Senatehearing opposed
the measure, whichmim­
icspart ofaNorthCar­
olinalaw signed last
month that hasbrought a
national backlash. Novote
was taken.
InTennessee, 60 busi­

nessleaders ­including
the CEOs ofWilliams­
Sonoma, Airbnb,Alcoa,
T­Mobile andDowChem­
ical ­signed aletter ask­
inglawmakers to killsimi­
lar legislation. The events
seemed tounfold across
the Southalmost simulta­
neously asthe fight over
LGBT rights ragedon.
The SouthCarolina bill

introduced bySen. Lee
Bright would require mul­
tistallbathrooms onpublic
propertyto bedesignated
andused "based onbi­

ological sex."Itspecifical­
ly includesstudent bath­
rooms, locker roomsand
showers inpublic schools.
Itwould also barlocal
governments fromrequir­
ingbusinesses tolet trans­
gender peopleuse the
bathroomof their choice.
Bright said he's had

enoughof toleranceif that
means "men whoclaim to
bewomen" goinginto a
bathroomwith children.
"Idon't believetrans­

gender peopleare pe­
dophiles," theRepublican
said. "Ithink grownadult
men woulduse this as
protection to violate wo­
men intherestroom."
Opponents said existing

laws already address such
crimes.
Dex Sexton, 17,of Blyth­

ewood, said peopledon't
undress openly inwom­
en's restrooms,as stalls
provide privacy.If the
issue is fearof assault, he
asked,then whyare men
who have abused little
boys notforced touse a
different bathroom?
"It'sprotections against

sexual assault that stop
them, notbecause they
can'tuse the men's bath­
room," hesaid.
InLouisiana, theLGBT

protection order signed by
Democratic Gov. John Bel

Edwards prohibits state
agencies, boards and con­
tractors fromharassment
or discrimination based on
race, religion, sexual ori­
entation, gender identity,
national origin, political
affiliation, disabilityor
age. Statecontracts will be
required toinclude asimi­
lar anti­discrimination
provision.
Edwards, inoffice since

January, also terminateda
religious objections exec­
utiveorder issuedby
former RepublicanGov.
Bobby Jindal last year.
That"Marriage and Con­
science" orderfrom Jindal
prohibited stateagencies
under the governor'scon­
trolfrom denyinglicenses,
benefits, contractsor tax
deductions tobusinesses
and peoplethat take ac­
tions because ofa"reli­
giousbelief that marriage
is or shouldberecognized
as theunionof oneman
and onewoman."
Atthe SouthCarolina

hearing, opponents said
the proposal woulddo the
opposite of its intention.
"Look at meandtell me

I belong inthe men's
restroom,"said Culpep­
per, whowas wearinga
blue, low­cut dresswith
redfingernails. Last year,

shesettled a lawsuit
against thestate Depart­
ment of MotorVehicles
after being toldto remove
her makeupfor adriver's
license photo."Our com­
munity isalreadyat risk
for sexual assaultand
violence."
Opponents also ques­

tioned how thebill would
beenforced.
"In everyday life, how

dowe determinewhether
someone we're with is
male or female?We look
at them.Wedon't inspect
their genitalia," saidUni­
versityof SouthCarolina
law professorGregory
Adams. "Arewe going to
start lookingat their birth
certificate?"
The billhas littlechance

this year. HouseGOP
leaders have saidthey
won't deal with the issue,
andRepublican Gov. Nik­
ki Haleyhas calledit un­
necessary.

''IDON'TBELIEVETRANSGENDER
PEOPLEARE
PEDOPHILES.
Sen. LeeBright

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 4Publication Date: 04/14/2016

Bathroom accessfor transgender peopledebated acrossSouth
BY SEANNA ADCOX Associated Press
63.24 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 1

65024-04-14_4001.pdf

County: Beaufort



TIMDOMINICK The Statevia AP

Acrowdlistenstotestimony Wednesdayduringan S.C. Senate subcommittee meeting
toconsiderabillthat wouldbantransgenderpeoplefromchoosingabathroom.

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 4Publication Date: 04/14/2016

Bathroom accessfor transgender peopledebated acrossSouth
BY SEANNA ADCOX Associated Press
63.24 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 2

65024-04-14_4001.pdf

County: Beaufort



OTHER VIEWPOINTS

Gov. Nikki Haley the veep
Trumpneedsbutwon'tget
BY PATRICIA MURPHY
CQ­Roll Call
Donald Trump haspro­

claimed himself the king
of thedeal, solet's see
him make this one­get­
ting Gov. NikkiHaley to
behis runningmate.
Itmight bethe only

movehecould makebe­
tweennow andthe Repub­
lican conventionthat
couldmovedelegates
from#NeverTrump to
#MaybeTrump andease
hispath to thenomination
inthe faceof aparty appa­
ratusthat just doesn't
seem towant himto win.
GettingHaley toagree

tojoinaTrumpticket
would probablybe the
highest hurdlefor Trump
toclear.The South Car­
olinagovernor firsten­
dorsed Sen. Marco Rubio
for president, but when
that didn't work out, she
saidshe'dvote for Ted
Cruz instead.
Haley hasspoken out

repeatedly againstthe sort
of prejudiceshesays
Trump cultivatesand
joked tothe Gridirondin­
nerthis year that even
thoughshe gottogive the
GOP response totheState
of theUnion, "Iwon't
really feellike I'vearrived
until Donald Trump has
asked tosee mybirth
certificate."
So Haley'sno fanof the

man, but asTrump saidin
hisbook "The Artof the

Deal," "Ifyou're goingto
bethinking anyway, you
mightas well thinkbig."
Assuming Trumpis

thinking anyway, andI
leavethat open for debate,
let'srun through themany
reasonsHaley is the only
person whocould right the
SS Trump.
Haley'spotential as

Trump'svice president
hasnothing to dowith the
factthat she isayoung,
conservative, minority
woman whois the daugh­
ter of immigrants,which
would seem toneutralize
someof the damagehe's
done tohimself with
young people, conserva­
tives, minorities, women
andimmigrants. But veep
choices basedsolely on
"broadening theticket"
usuallydo theopposite.
Justask JohnMcCain.
Insteadof justchecking

boxes,Haley hasbecome
the kindof leader that
somepeople expected
Trump tobebeforehe
wentinsane ­business
friendly,out ofthe box,
willingto stand uptoen­
trenchedpolitical interests
andcapable of real lead­
ership.
DuringHaley's timein

office, SouthCarolina's
unemployment rate has
fallen from11 percentto
5.5 percent.While Trump
talks about upending

NAFTA and endingfree
trade, SouthCarolina has
workedto backfillthe jobs
lostthrough NAFTA by
wooing companieslike
Munich­basedBMW to
buildmore andmoreof
their productsthere. The
plant inGreer, S.C.,which
opened in1994,has
grown tobecomeBMW's
largestinthe world and
justexported its 2mil­
lionth SUV overseas.
Trump likestotalk a lot

about being strong, even
thoughhe mostlyshows
his strength bymean­
tweeting criticsafter mid­
night.
On morethanone occa­

sion, Haley hasshown
strength andthe path of
moreresistance inher
conservative state. After
the shootings at Mother
EmanuelChurch inChar­
leston,Haley moved im­
mediately totake down
the Confederate flagthat
flewin frontof thestate
Capitol. Manybefore
Haley had triedand failed,
but sheand others knew
that moment ofhorror
couldbethe time tofinal­
ly moveSouthCarolina
forwardin ameaningful
way.
Keeping withthe theme

of moving forward,Haley
also tookapass last week
ondealing with atrans­
gender bathroombill like

the oneinNorthCarolina
that ensnared that state's
governor incontroversy
the weekbefore. Instead
of wadinginto the bath­
room debate,Haley just
saidshedidn't think the
billwas necessary. End of
story.
Butthe main reason

Trump shouldget Haley
torun onaticket with him
is thegood judgment she
hasshown bymaking it
clearshe never would.
Like GrouchoMarx, who
saidhedidn't want tojoin
any clubthat would have
him as amember, the only
people whocouldcredibly
help Trumpat this point
are theones whohave
seen the holesinhis can­
didacyand have hadthe
political courage tosay
exactly what theyare.
It's hard tothinkwhat

Trump couldoffer Haley,
or anyone credible, toget
her tojoinaticket with
him. Maybe shecouldto
all thework behind the
scenes whilehetakes all
the credit? Iknow many
Republicans whowould
sleep betterat nightif that
was adeal Trump could
manage tostrike.

RollCall columnist
Patricia Murphycovers
national politicsfor the
DailyBeast. Follow her
@1PatriciaMurphy
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House alters
roads bill
Senators say bill
is likely dead
By JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA ­ The South Carolina

House made changes Wednesday to
the roads bill that has been debated
for more than a year, leading senators
and the governor to say the proposal is
likely dead for the year.
South Carolina roads will still like­

ly get more money. The House has
placed an extra $400 million in its bud­
get it sent to the Senate.

But Wednesday's amendment great­
ly reduces the chances of reforming
how commissioners are chosen to the
board that helps run the Department
of Transportation. Many lawmak­
ers have said that is a critical first step
toward getting closer to the extra $1
billion a year the road agency has said
it needs to get state highways back to

good condition.
The House could have agreed to

the Senate road bill, which allows Gov.
Nikki Haley to appoint all members of
the DOT board with Senate approval.
But instead, the House changed the
bill to have approval by the House and
Senate.

See ROADS, page 4A

ROADS
Continued from 1B
"Government closest to the

people is usually best. And
there is no need to take 124
people out of the process," Rep.
Gary Simrill, R­Rock Hill, said
of House members.
State Sen. Larry Grooms said

in South Carolina's 240 years as
a state the Ethics Commission is
the only body where both cham­
bers approve members. The
Republican from Charleston said
senators can't just remove that
kind of precedence.
"They knew before they

voted that putting in a joint
confirmation was going to kill
it," said Senate Majority Leader
Shane Massey, R­Edgefield.
"Several of us told them that
beforehand. They knew it and
they did it anyway. I think
they've killed the bill."
Simrill, who has led the effort

to pass a roads bill in the house
since the fall of 2014 said that

shouldn't be true. He said the
House and Senate should agree
to a conference committee to
hash out their differences.
Massey said that committee

likely wouldn't reform DOT
enough.
The House waited until after

the Legislative Audit Council
released its report on DOT. It
found that 54 percent of the
state's primary roads are now
in poor condition, compared
to 31 percent eight years ago.
The audit also found DOT rev­
enues aren't even keeping up
with inflation.
Gov. Nikki Haley has taken

to Facebook to scold and
threaten House members this
week. After their 113­6 vote to
amend the bill Wednesday, she
posted the roll call. In an ear­
lier message, she suggested the
House was creating problems
for future work to get more
money for roads.

"The Republican House of
Representatives plans to kill
two years of work and that
as a result, there will be no
change in their road condi­
tions anytime soon," Haley
wrote.
Simrill said that kind of

rhetoric doesn't respect the
legislative process. He points
out the House passed a more
comprehensive road bill that
included a gas tax increase
nearly one year ago and the
proposal sat in the Senate for
11 months.
The House also removed a

Senate proposal to move $400
million each year from the
general budget fund and put to
roads.
"At worst it is unconstitution­

al, and at best it is bad public
policy," said Simrill, pointing
out the state has failed to fund
similar promises to education
and local governments.
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OUR VIEW

S.C. learns wrong
lesson from N.C. bill
By The Herald Editorial Board
South Carolina should

steer clear of the contro­

versy over so­called "bath­
room bills." But tell that to
S.C. state lawmakers.

North Carolina recently
passed a law, HB2, signed
by Gov. Pat McCrory, that
limits attempts by cities
and other jurisdictions
from providing legal pro­
tections for LGBT individ­

uals, including measures
that would have allowed

transgender people to
choose the public rest­
room of their choice.
The backlash from crit­

ics, including some of the
state's largest employers,
was swift and unequivocal.
Last week, for example,
PayPal scrapped plans to
build a new Charlotte

operations center, a move
that will cost the city at
least 400 jobs, as a protest
to the new law.

Largely as a result of
this pressure, McCrory
now has reconsidered and

is seeking to walk back
parts of HB2.
Meanwhile, in Georgia,

under similar pressure
from major corporations
that do business in the

state, Gov. Nathan Deal
announced March 28 that
he would veto a bill that
would have curtailed the

rights of Georgia's LGBT
community. Deal, reading
the writing on the wall,

realized that the unneces­

sary bill could have jeopar­
dized relations with some

of the biggest employers in
his state, ranging from
Coca Cola to a burgeoning
film industry.
So, with that in mind,

what message did South
Carolina legislators take
away from these two re­
sponses? Well, one, state
Sen. Lee Bright, R­Spartan­
burg, decided to introduce
a bill just like North Car­
olina's.
Among other things, the

bill he introduced last week

would limit access to public
restrooms in government
buildings and schools based
on "biological sex," and
would prohibit local gov­
ernments from passing
non­discrimination rules

that would let transgender
individuals to use the rest­
room of their choice.

So far, other legislators
and state leaders, includ­
ing Gov. Nikki Haley,
don't seem too concerned
about the issue for a cou­

ple of reasons. For one, the
Legislature is too busy
with other priorities to
deal with Bright's bill. But
lawmakers also feel free to

ignore the brouhaha be­
cause they are confident
the state already has a law
on the books that effec­

tively allows residents to
discriminate against the

LGBT community.
The state's so­called

Religious Freedom Act,
passed in 1999, is designed
to protect those "whose
exercise of religion is sub­
stantially burdened by the
state." Store owners, for
example, who would like to
deny access to their public
restrooms to transgender
customers could claim a

religious exemption from
state and local public
laws unless the
can show a "compelling
state interest" in the law
being enforced.
"When we look at our

situation, we're not hearing
of anybody's religious free­
doms that are being vio­
lated," Haley told reporters
last week.

But we might be hearing
more about the civil rights
of LGBT individuals being
violated by the Religious
Freecom Act. The law

ly flies in the face of a num­
ber of nondiscrimination

ordinances adopted by
cities and counties around

the state that protect access
to "public accommoda­
tions," on the basis of "sex­
ual orientation" and "gen­
der identity or expression."
That would seem to in­

clude transgender individu­
als' use of public restrooms.
Besides being potentially

unconstitutional, bills such
as HB2 are simply impracti­

cal. Who will enforce the

rules? Will toilet police
require people to produce
birth certificates proving
their sexual identity at
before they can relieve
themselves?

Harriet Hancock, a Co­
lumbia lawyer who has
been active in efforts to

prevent LGBT discrimi­
nation, noted in a recent
interview with the Char­
lotte Observer that "some
of these (trans) women are
some of the most
voluptuous, sexiest women
you'll ever see. And you
want them to use the men's
bathroom?"
That's an interesting

question. Which would be
more disconcerting to
customers, requiring a
transgender woman to use
the men's restroom or al­
lowing her to choose?
These bathroom bills

address a nonexistent

problem. They are little
more than a license for peo­
ple to discriminate against
members of the LGBT com­

munity and ignore long­
standing law regarding pub­
lic accommodations.
North Carolina's law is

unnecessary, unenforce­
able, harmful to commerce
in the state, unfair and,
basically, ridiculous. Why
would South Carolina want
to emulate that?
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S.C. SENATE

Restroom access for transgender
people debated inStatehouse
BY SEANNA ADCOX

Associated Press
COLUMBIA

Transgender people in
SouthCarolina told state
senators that abill requir­
ingthemto use apublic
restroomcorresponding to
their "biological sex"puts
themindanger of harass­
ment.
The overwhelming ma­

jorityof peopleat the
Senatehearing opposed
the measure, whichmim­
icspart ofaNorthCar­
olinalaw signed last
month that hasbrought a
national backlash. Novote
was taken.
The SouthCarolina bill

introduced bySen.Lee
Brightwould require mul­
tistallrestrooms onpublic
propertyto bedesignated
andused "basedonbi­
ological sex."Itspecifical­
ly includesstudent rest­
rooms,locker rooms and
showers inpublic schools.
Italso would barlocal

governments fromrequir­
ingbusinesses tolet trans­
gender peopleuse the
bathroom oftheir choice.
Brightsaid he's had

enough oftoleranceif that
means "men whoclaim to
bewomen" goinginto a
restroomwith children.
"Idon't believe trans­

gender peopleare pe­
dophiles," theRepublican
said."I thinkgrownadult
men woulduse this as
protectionto violate wo­
men intherestroom."
U.S. AttorneyBill Net­

tles, whowas invited to
the hearing todiscuss
instances inSouthCar­
olinaof transgender peo­
ple verballyor physically
assaulting someone, hada
simple answer:"Ican find
none."
He declinedto giveany

positionon thebill, but
when asked whethercur­
rent lawsprotect people
frombeing victimized, he

said, "thestateof South
Carolina haslaws toad­
dressassault andbattery."
Dex Sexton, 17,of Blyth­

ewood, said people don't
undressopenly inwom­
en's restrooms, asstalls
provide privacy. Ifthe
issueis fearof assault, he
asked, thenwhyare men
who haveabused little
boys notforced touse a
different restroom?
"It'sprotections against

sexual assault that stop
them, notbecause they
can'tuse the men's bath­
room," hesaid.
The bill's opponents

said the proposal would do
the opposite of itspurport­
ed intention.
"Look at meandtell me

I belong inthe men's
restroom,"said Culpep­
per, whowas wearinga
blue,low­cut dress with
redfingernails. Lastyear,
shesettled a lawsuit
against thestate Depart­

ment of MotorVehicles
after being toldto remove
her makeupfor adriver's
license photo."Our com­
munity isalready at risk
for sexual assaultand
violence."
Culpepper wasamong

nine transgender people
who stood inashow of
support. Opponentsalso
questioned how thebill
would beenforced.
"In everydaylife, how

dowe determinewhether
someone we'rewith is
male or female?We look
at them.Wedon't inspect
their genitalia," said Uni­
versityof SouthCarolina
law professorGregory
Adams. "Are wegoing to
start lookingat their birth
certificate?"
The billhas littlechance

this year. HouseGOP
leadershavesaid they
won'tdeal with the issue
and RepublicanGov.Nik­
ki Haley hascalledit un­
necessary.
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TIM DOMINICK AP

Acrowdlistenstotestimony duringaSenate subcommittee hearingtoconsiderthe bill
that wouldbantransgenderpeoplefromchoosingthe restroomtheyuse.
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Changes in House could
doom Senate's road plan
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ The House is
refusing to go along with the
Senate's road plan, despite a
warning by Gov. Nikki Haley
that changing what the Senate
did would doom any chance of a
roads bill this year.
The House voted 113­6

Wednesday afternoon to amend
the Senate plan by sending the
issue of road funding to the bud­
get and requiring that the gov­
ernor's appointment of highway
commissioners and a transpor­
tation secretary be approved by
a joint assembly of House and
Senate lawmakers.
The bill also removes the

state Department of Transpor­
tation chief internal auditor
from the control of the DOT
board and places it under the
state auditor, following recom­
mendations by last week's Leg­
islative Audit Council report.
The changes put the House

on a collision course with the
Senate, which labored for three

years before passing a plan last
month that would provide $400
million a year for roads out of
the General Fund, allow the
governor to appoint highway
commissioners and require any
decisions on projects by the
State Transportation Infra­
structure Bank be approved by
the highway commission.
Senators in previous years

have scoffed at the idea of any
joint confirmation process for
state officials such as highway
commissioners, arguing only
the Senate should have that
power.
"They abandoned their plan

and then decided to throw poi­
son on our plan," Senate Trans­
portation Committee Chairman
Larry Grooms explained to the
Senate. "The House of Repre­
sentatives believes the Senate
should abandon 240 years of law
and precedent over Senate con­
firmation. I don't think they

really believe we're going to do
that. Which leaves only one con­
clusion. They do not want a
roads bill passed this year."

Haley reached the same con­
clusion Tuesday after the House
GOP Caucus agreed to move
forward with its plan to change
what the Senate did.
"Since the Senate passed a

roads bill weeks ago, the House
has known they either work
with the Senate, pass real, good
reform, or the bill dies," she
said in a statement. "Today we
learned House leadership has
chosen to pass an amendment
they know has zero chance of
becoming law. That's a terrible
shame, and every South Caro­
linian should know that tomor­
row, the Republican House of
Representatives plans to kill
two years of work and that as a

See PLAN, Page 5A

Plan
Continued from Page 3A

result, there will be no change in their
road conditions anytime soon."

The House action could mean what­
ever money is available for roads this
year will be negotiated in the budget
process. The House has already passed
a budget that includes $415 million for
road work. The Senate is at the begin­
ning of its budget process.
House Speaker Jay Lucas had criti­

cized the Senate road­funding plan as
"irresponsible" to address the state's
long­term road needs with a sustain­
able source of revenue. The original
House plan applied a sales tax to gas
and raised the cap on the sales tax for
vehicles.
"The legislative process exists so

that the General Assembly can work to­

gether to move South Carolina for­
ward, not provide opportunities for po­
litical grandstanding," he said after­
ward in a statement. "The House's
amendment preserves qualifications
and requirements for Highway Com­
missioners, solidifies the transparency
of the State Infrastructure Bank, and
removes irresponsible budgeting prac­
tices that threaten the stability of our
economy."
Lucas noted that most of the Senate

had requested the LAC audit, yet
passed their plan days before the LAC
report was issued. That report shaped
House members' views of what any
roads bill should contain, some House
members said.
"The House could not in good faith

pass the Senate amendment because it
falls short of true reform," Lucas said.

The Senate on Wednesday gave sec­
ond reading to a bill to permanently al­
low the governor to appoint the state
transportation secretary.
House members on Wednesday de­

bated the Senate plan and the House
proposal to change it, led by Rep. Gary
Simrill, a Rock Hill Republican who
chaired a panel that drafted the origi­
nal House plan.
House members criticized the Sen­

ate plan.
"My position is we need money but

we can't get money because of that
body over there," said Rep. Todd Ruth­
erford, leader of House Democrat­
s."This bill fixes nothing."
Rutherford said the Senate plan of­

fers the House a "bad choice."
"You are going to tell them today we

voted for something to change the gov­

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 04/14/2016

Changes in House could doom Senate's road plan
TIM SMITH TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM
66.96 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 1

61018-04-14_3005.pdf

County: Greenville



ernance," he said. "Did you fix our
roads? You could not lie to them and say
yes because we didn't. And that is the
position they have put us in."
Rep. Jonathon Hill, an Anderson

County Republican, said the problem
with the Senate plan is not the money, it
is the governance. He proposed that the
highway commission be abolished.
Hill also criticized Haley on the

roads issue. He said he once heard her
talk of abolishing the DOT board and
against any increase in the gas tax. He
said she was silent on her plan to fix the
state's roads until after her re­election,
when she told lawmakers she would
support a 10­cent increase in the gas tax
but only if they cut income taxes and
changed the way highway commission­

ers were appointed.
"Gov. Haley, in Anderson that's what

we call being a hypocrite," he told the
House. "You're still not demanding real
reform. You haven't demanded that.
You're willing to settle for this."
Hill later proposed an amendment

that would abolish the DOT board, cre­
ate a single project list and sunset the
Infrastructure Bank. It was tabled on a
101­16 vote.

Rep. Richard Quinn, a former House
majority leader, said he wanted the
House to go along with the Senate plan
but since it would not, he proposed abol­
ishing the commission and giving the
governor the power to appoint the sec­
retary. His proposal was tabled 94­18.

The Senate now has the choice of ac­

cepting what the House has done or re­
jecting it, setting up a conference com­
mittee of House and Senate members
that must try and work out differences.
Quinn said he saw little chance of

success.
"I don't think the Senate is going to

adopt any change we make," he said. "If
it goes to conference, it's going to sit
there forever."
Lucas said he welcomed the oppor­

tunity of "blending" a bill from both
chambers.

"At the end of the day, South Carolin­
ians want progress on this issue and re­
pairing our crumbling infrastructure
starts with SCDOT reform," he said.
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SCHouse altersroads bill;
senatorssaybillis likely dead
BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
TheSouthCarolina

Housemadechanges
Wednesdaytotheroads
billthathasbeendebated
formorethanayear,lead­
ingsenatorsandthegov­
ernortosaytheproposalis
likelydeadfortheyear.
SouthCarolinaroads

willstilllikelygetmore
money.TheHousehas
placedanextra$400
millioninitsbudgetitsent
totheSenate.
ButWednesday's

amendmentgreatlyreduc­
esthechancesofreform­
inghowcommissioners
arechosentotheboard
thathelpsruntheDepart­
mentofTransportation.
Manylawmakershave
saidthatisacriticalfirst
steptowardgettingcloser
totheextra$1billiona
yeartheroadagencyhas
saiditneedstogetstate
highwaysbacktogood
condition.
TheHousecouldhave

agreedtotheSenateroad
bill,whichallowsGov.
NikkiHaleytoappointall
membersoftheDOT
boardwithSenateapprov­
al.Instead,theHouse
changedthebilltohave

approvalbytheHouseand
Senate.
"Governmentclosestto

thepeopleisusuallybest.
Andthereisnoneedto
take124peopleoutofthe
process,"Rep.GarySim­
rill,R­RockHill,saidof
Housemembers.
StateSen.LarryGrooms

saidinSouthCarolina's
240yearsasastatethe
EthicsCommissionisthe
onlybodywhereboth
chambersapprovemem­
bers.TheRepublicanfrom
Charlestonsaidsenators
can'tjustremovethatkind
ofprecedence.
"Theyknewbeforethey

votedthatputtingina
jointconfirmationwas
goingtokillit,"saidSen­
ateMajorityLeaderShane
Massey,R­Edgefield.
"Severalofustoldthem
thatbeforehand.They
knewitandtheydidit
anyway.Ithinkthey've
killedthebill."
Simrill,whohasledthe

efforttopassaroadsbillin
thehousesincethefallof
2014saidthatshouldn't
betrue.HesaidtheHouse
andSenateshouldagreeto
aconferencecommitteeto

hashouttheirdifferences.
Masseysaidthatcom­

mitteelikelywouldn't
reformDOTenough.
TheHousewaiteduntil

aftertheLegislativeAudit
Councilreleaseditsreport
onDOT.Itfoundthat54
percentofthestate'spri­
maryroadsarenowin
poorcondition,compared
to31percenteightyears
ago.Theauditalsofound
DOTrevenuesaren'teven
keepingupwithinflation.
Gov.NikkiHaleyhas

takentoFacebooktoscold
andthreatenHousemem­
bersthisweek.Aftertheir
113­6votetoamendthe
billWednesday,shepost­
edtherollcall.Inanearli­
ermessage,shesuggested
theHousewascreating
problemsforfuturework
togetmoremoneyfor
roads.
"TheRepublicanHouse

ofRepresentativesplansto
killtwoyearsofworkand
thatasaresult,therewill
benochangeintheirroad
conditionsanytimesoon,"
Haleywrote.
Simrillsaidthatkindof

rhetoricdoesn'trespect
thelegislativeprocess.
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Bathroom accessfor transgender
peopledebated acrossSouth
BY SEANNA ADCOX
Associated Press
COLUMBIA
Louisiana's governor

issued anexecutive order
Wednesday banningdis­
crimination in stategov­
ernment basedonsexual
orientation andgender
identity, andtransgender
peoplein SouthCarolina
told statesenators that a
billrequiring themtouse
apublic bathroom corre­
sponding totheir "biolog­
ical sex"puts themin
danger ofharassment.
The overwhelming ma­

jorityof peopleat the
Senatehearing opposed
the measure, whichmim­
icspart ofaNorthCar­
olinalaw signed last
month that hasbrought a
national backlash. Novote
was taken.
InTennessee, 60 busi­

nessleaders ­including
the CEOs ofWilliams­
Sonoma, Airbnb,Alcoa,
T­Mobile andDowChem­
ical ­signed aletter ask­
inglawmakers to killsimi­
lar legislation. The events
seemed tounfold across
the Southalmost simulta­
neously asthe fight over
LGBT rights ragedon.
The SouthCarolina bill

introduced bySen. Lee
Bright would require mul­
tistallbathrooms onpublic
propertyto bedesignated
andused "based onbi­

ological sex."Itspecifical­
ly includesstudent bath­
rooms, locker roomsand
showers inpublic schools.
Itwould also barlocal
governments fromrequir­
ingbusinesses tolet trans­
gender peopleuse the
bathroomof their choice.
Bright said he's had

enoughof toleranceif that
means "men whoclaim to
bewomen" goinginto a
bathroomwith children.
"Idon't believetrans­

gender peopleare pe­
dophiles," theRepublican
said. "Ithink grownadult
men woulduse this as
protection to violate wo­
men intherestroom."
Opponents said existing

laws already address such
crimes.
Dex Sexton, 17,of Blyth­

ewood, said peopledon't
undress openly inwom­
en's restrooms,as stalls
provide privacy.If the
issue is fearof assault, he
asked,then whyare men
who have abused little
boys notforced touse a
different bathroom?
"It'sprotections against

sexual assault that stop
them, notbecause they
can'tuse the men's bath­
room," hesaid.
InLouisiana, theLGBT

protection order signed by
Democratic Gov. John Bel

Edwards prohibits state
agencies, boards and con­
tractors fromharassment
or discrimination based on
race, religion, sexual ori­
entation, gender identity,
national origin, political
affiliation, disabilityor
age. Statecontracts will be
required toinclude asimi­
lar anti­discrimination
provision.
Edwards, inoffice since

January, also terminateda
religious objections exec­
utiveorder issuedby
former RepublicanGov.
Bobby Jindal last year.
That"Marriage and Con­
science" orderfrom Jindal
prohibited stateagencies
under the governor'scon­
trolfrom denyinglicenses,
benefits, contractsor tax
deductions tobusinesses
and peoplethat take ac­
tions because ofa"reli­
giousbelief that marriage
is or shouldberecognized
as theunionof oneman
and onewoman."
Atthe SouthCarolina

hearing, opponents said
the proposal woulddo the
opposite of its intention.
"Look at meandtell me

I belong inthe men's
restroom,"said Culpep­
per, whowas wearinga
blue, low­cut dresswith
redfingernails. Last year,

shesettled a lawsuit
against thestate Depart­
ment of MotorVehicles
after being toldto remove
her makeupfor adriver's
license photo."Our com­
munity isalreadyat risk
for sexual assaultand
violence."
Opponents also ques­

tioned how thebill would
beenforced.
"In everyday life, how

dowe determinewhether
someone we're with is
male or female?We look
at them.Wedon't inspect
their genitalia," saidUni­
versityof SouthCarolina
law professorGregory
Adams. "Arewe going to
start lookingat their birth
certificate?"
The billhas littlechance

this year. HouseGOP
leaders have saidthey
won't deal with the issue,
andRepublican Gov. Nik­
ki Haleyhas calledit un­
necessary.

''IDON'TBELIEVETRANSGENDER
PEOPLEARE
PEDOPHILES.
Sen. LeeBright
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TIMDOMINICK The Statevia AP

Acrowdlistenstotestimony Wednesdayduringan S.C. Senate subcommittee meeting
toconsiderabillthat wouldbantransgenderpeoplefromchoosingabathroom.
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