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CONFIRMATION HEARINGS

Haley faces lot of questions
about experience for U.N. role

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley
is about to leave behind her com-
fort zone - being a popular gover-
nor in a state she knows well - and
enter a world of international
politics that is complicated, can be

brutal and is certainly well outside
her experience.
Democrats on the Senate For-

eign Relations Committee will
raise hard questions at Haley’s
confirmation hearing Wednesday
morning - largely about that
inexperience and whether she’s
prepared to take on the role as
United Nations ambassador, one
of the United States’ leading voic-

es on foreign policy, for a presi-
dent-elect who has shown his

disdain for the international body.
“This is not the model UN; this
is the real UN,” said Sen. Chris
Coons, a Delaware Democrat and
a member of the committee, after
meeting with Haley for 45 minutes
Tuesday afternoon. He raised

SEE EXPERIENCE, 9A

FROM PAGE 1A

EXPERIENCE

concerns about her prepa-
redness and knowledge of
foreign issues.

As he said, the adversaries
of the United States in UN
discussions will be “experi-
enced” and “hard-edged.”

As an example, he said,
Haley apparently was
stumped during their meet-
ing by this question: Why
might Russia and China
have stood with the United
States during the Iranian
nuclear negotiations?

As Coons talked about it
afterward, it was almost a
softball. And, he added, the
answer was out there: China
and Russia have sincere and
deep concerns about terror-
ism and nuclear prolifer-
ation, and seeing the Iranian
nuclear program diminished
served their interests and
assuaged their fears. But, he
added, “She did not have
that answer.”

It was, he said, “disturb-
ing.” In fact, he said, “She
did not seem to have a com-
plete grasp of the latest
developments” on a number
of issues.
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Still, Haley isn’t expected
to face the problems be-
sieging other Trump nomi-
nees. The position is not
traditionally a launching pad
for a political career. Haley
is seen as less problematic
by Democrats than other
Trump nominees - and is
generally well liked by Re-
publicans in the Senate.

In short, she is not Secre-
tary of State nominee Rex
Tillerson, the Exxon Mobil
CEOQO, who was grilled for
nine hours about his alleg-
edly tight ties to Russia and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, his views on climate

change and how his corpo-
rate background might chal-
lenge his loyalty to the Unit-
ed States.

Haley won’t arrive in her
hearing with that baggage.

But she will be ques-
tioned. Sen. Ben Cardin of
Maryland, the ranking Dem-
ocrat on the foreign rela-
tions committee, said when
Haley was nominated that
Trump “will need a national
security team with strong
international experience.”

The issues she would face
at the United Nations are
largely driven by current
events, but she is likely to
face questions on climate
change and on Syria, Russia
and Ukraine.

Stephen Miles, director of
the D.C.-based progressive
advocacy group Win With-
out War, said inexperience
isn’t a good thing in a UN
ambassador.

“Governor Haley’s lack of
experience on the global
stage is troubling given the
importance of a strong
American presence at the
United Nations,” he said.

Haley also has been
praised by Democrats
around the country for her
actions following the mas-
sacre of eight church par-
ishioners in Charleston,
South Carolina, in June
2015. Haley was the public
face of an effort in her state
to remove the Confederate
flag from statehouse
grounds following the kill-
ings. Dylann Roof, an avow-
ed racist, was recently con-
victed in those murders and

sentenced to death.

Coons praised her for that
effort, and said that many of
her answers to his foreign

policy questions indicated
someone who views their
role as “informing the choic-
es of the president” and not
simply as re-enforcing pre-
conceived notions.

Brett Schaefer, an expert
on United Nations at the
conservative D.C.-based
think tank The Heritage
Foundation, said little is
known of what to expect of
Haley in this new position
because little is known of
precisely what the job will
entail.

“It’s difficult to know
specifically what a Trump
administration will ask of
Haley,” he said. “The word
is she will be a cabinet
member, meaning she will
be in the room for important
foreign policy discussions.”

In past administrations,
he said, the working ar-
rangement between a Secre-
tary of State and a UN am-
bassador who is in the cabi-

net has proven to be a del-
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icate balance.

“They will want to avoid
discord, and that means they
will clearly define their port-

folios,” he said. “Her port-
folio, likely, will be limited to
what goes on in New York.”
The issues at the U.N. are
numerous, and tricky,
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though, so she won’t lack for
issues. For instance, the gap
between the climate change

mindset of the Trump admin-

istration and that of the Unit-
ed Nations, means she would
likely spend a lot of time
working on that. She would
undoubtedly spend time

working on the U.S.
relationship with Israel. Still,
work at the UN is driven by
what’s happening around the
world. In general, he said
Republicans always approach
the United Nations differ-
ently than Democrats.
“There will be a shift,” he
said. “Democrats tend to

CAROLYN KASTER AP

Senate Foreign Relations Committee member Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del.,
meets Tuesday with U.N. Ambassador-designate, South Carolina Gov.

Nikki Haley, on Capitol Hill in

County: Horry
63027-01-18_1002.pdf

Washington.

CAROLYN KASTER AP

Gov. Nikki Haley isn't expected to face the problems
besieging other Trump nominees during her confirmation
hearing for the United Nations ambassadorship, but she
could face questions about her foreign policy experience.
Haley’s hearing begins Wednesday morning.

embrace international or-
ganizations and try to cajole
them towards the U.S. posi-
tion, while Republicans tend
to be a bit more aggressive.”

Matthew Schofield:
202-383-6066,
@mattschodcnews
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Court indicates
Senate leader will
replace McMaster

The S.C. Supreme Court
indicated Tuesday the Senate
president pro tempore will rise
to become lieutenant governor.

The court canceled arguments
planned for Wednesday, saying
it is ready to rule on how
Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster
will be succeeded. McMaster is
set to become governor if
Gov. Nikki Haley is confirmed
to be U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.

Senate President Pro Tempo-
re Hugh Leatherman has said he
is not interested in becoming
lieutenant governor. However,
Leatherman could resign as
Senate leader, at least tempo-
rarily, and another senator
could rise to be the state’s sec-
ond-in-command. Sen. Kevin
Bryant, R-Anderson, has ex-
pressed interest in the job.

In 2014, voters approved a
constitutional amendment al-
lowing the governor and lieuten-
ant governor — now elected
separately — to be elected on
the same ticket starting in 2018,
as the president and vice presi-
dent are.

However, ratification lan-
guage for the amendment omit-
ted a 2018 starting date for the
governor also to gain the ability
to appoint a new lieutenant
governor if that post becomes
vacant, raising the question of
who would succeed Haley.

— CASSIE COPE
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=
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‘Experience’ is issue as Haley reaches for UN job

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley is
about to leave behind her
comfort zone - being a popular
governor in a state she knows
well - and enter a world of
international politics that is
complicated, can be brutal and
is well outside her experience.

Democrats on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
will raise hard questions at
Haley’s confirmation hearing
Wednesday morning - largely
about that inexperience and
whether she’s prepared to take

on the role as United Nations
ambassador. There, she will be
one of the Unit-

ed States’ lead-
ing voices on
foreign policy
for a president-
elect who has
shown his dis-
dain for the
international
body.

“This is not the model U.N;
this is the real U.N.,” said U.S.
Sen. Chris Coons, a Delaware
Democrat and a member of
the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, after meeting with Haley
for 45 minutes Tuesday.

The adversaries of the Unit-

“hard-edged,” Coons said,
raising concerns about Haley’s
preparedness and knowledge
of foreign issues.

As an example, he said,
Haley apparently was stumped
during their meeting by this
question: Why might Russia
and China have stood with the
United States during the Ira-
nian nuclear negotiations?

As Coons talked about it
afterward, it was almost a
softball. And, he added, the
answer was out there: China
and Russia have sincere and
deep concerns about terrorism

ed States in U.N. discussions and nuclear proliferation, and

will be “experienced” and

seeing the Iranian nuclear
program diminished served
their interests and assuaged
their fears. But, he added,
“She did not have that an-
swer.”

It was, he said, “disturbing.”

“She did not seem to have a
complete grasp of the latest
developments” on a number of
issues.

Still, Haley — who will be
introduced at the hearing by
two allies and fellow S.C. Re-
publicans, U.S. Sens. Lindsey
Graham and Tim Scott —isn’t
expected to face the problems
confronting other Trump nom-

FROM PAGE 1A

HALEY

inees.

Haley is seen as less
problematic by Democrats
than other Trump nomi-
nees and, generally, is
well liked by Republicans
in the Senate.

In short, Haley is not
secretary of state nominee
Rex Tillerson, the Exxon
Mobil chief executive,
who was grilled for nine
hours about his ties to
Russia and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, his
views on climate change
and how his corporate
background might chal-
lenge his loyalty to the
United States.

While Haley won’t
arrive in her hearing with
that baggage, she will be
questioned.

U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin of
Maryland, ranking Demo-
crat on the foreign rela-
tions committee, said
County: Richland
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when Haley was nomi-

nated that Trump “will
need a national security
team with strong interna-
tional experience.”

Haley has been praised
by Democrats for her
actions following the
massacre of nine Char-
leston church parishioners
in June 2015.

Following the killings,
Haley was the public face
of an effort to remove the
Confederate flag from the
State House grounds.

Coons praised Haley for
that effort, adding many
of her answers to his for-
eign policy questions
indicated someone who
views their role as “in-
forming the choices of the
president,” not simply as
reinforcing preconceived
notions.

A CABINET MEMBER?

The issues Haley could
face at the United Nations
largely are driven by cur-
rent events, and she is
likely to face questions on
climate change and Syria,
Russia and Ukraine.

Stephen Miles, director
of the D.C.-based progres-
sive advocacy group Win
Without War, said inexpe-
rience isn’t a good thing
in a U.N. ambassador.

“Governor Haley’s lack
of experience on the glo-
bal stage is troubling,
given the importance of a
strong American presence
at the United Nations,” he
said.

Brett Schaefer, an ex-
pert on the United Na-
tions at the conservative
D.C.-based Heritage
Foundation think tank,
said little is known of
what to expect of Haley at
the U.N. because little is

SEE HALEY, 6A

known of precisely what
the job will entail.

“It’s difficult to know
specifically what a Trump
Administration will ask of
Haley,” he said. “The
word is she will be a Cabi-
net member, meaning she
will be in the room for
important foreign policy
discussions.”

In past administrations,
he said, the working ar-

rangement between a
secretary of state and a
U.N. ambassador who is
in the Cabinet has proven
to be a delicate balance.

“They will want to
avoid discord, and that
means they will clearly
define their portfolios,”
he said. “Her portfolio,
likely, will be limited to
what goes on in New
York.”

Haley won’t lack for

issues. For instance, she
Page: 1
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undoubtedly would spend general, he said, Repub- international organiza-
time working on the U.S. licans approach the Unit- tions and try to cajole
relationship with Israel.  ed Nations differently them towards the U.S.

Still, work at the U.N. is than Democrats. position, while Repub-
driven by what’s happen-  “There will be a shift,” licans tend to be a bit
ing around the world. In  Schaefer said. “Demo- more aggressive.”

crats tend to embrace
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8 ways Trump couldaffectSC

116.09 column inches

The P State

JOBS

South Carolina’s job base is
led by manufacturing, tou-
rism and agriculture.

Trump’s stand on immigration —
making it more difficult for foreign
workers to enter the country and per-
haps even expelling illegal workers —
could hurt the farming, hospitality and
construction industries, which are de-
pendent on foreign workers.

His threats to clamp down on free
trade could also affect jobs in the
state’s manufacturing sector, as the
state is export heavy. For example, in
2015, the state’s export sales totaled
$30.9 billion, according to data from
the U.S. Department of Commerce.

TRADE
South Carolina is

the leading manu-

facturer and expor-
ter of tires in the U.S., and the
state also makes a wide varie-
ty of products from luxury cars
to airliners. Most of those
goods are sold overseas.

FROM PAGE 1A

LI

ways Trump
ould affect SC

Also, the Port of Charleston
is a key engine powering the
state’s economy.

If Trump raises tariffs or
ignites a trade war, it could
hurt the cost of goods flowing
out of the state and raise the
cost of parts flowing in.

POLITICS
n Before he has even taken office,
Trump has had a powerful impact

on the political landscape in the
Palmetto State.

His nomination of Gov. Nikki Haley as United
Nations ambassador has set off a domino effect.
If she is confirmed as expected, Lt. Gov. Henry
McMaster would become governor. McMaster’s
ascension would surely impact the 2018 guberna-
torial race if he decides to run as the incumbent.

Trump’s nomination of U.S. Rep. Mick Mulva-
ney, R-Indian Land, as director of the Office of
Management and Budget has opened up the 5th
Congressional District seat.

— STAFF REPORTS

SEE HOW TRUMP ..., 6A

HOW TRUMP MIGHT AFFECT SC

MILITARY
Trump has said
he opposes seques-
tration, the looming
automatic budget cuts created
by the 2011 debt-ceiling fight.

South Carolina.

However, Trump is an un-
known quantity to the mil-
itary, and his assertion that he
knows “more than the gener-
als” about how to deal with
ISIS didn’t bolster much mil-

Act, which provides health question becomes what re-
insurance for about 300,000 places it.
South Carolinians.
Also under the act, college
students and young people
can stay on their parents’
health insurance plan until

If he can help reverse the
cuts in the Budget Control Act
of 2011, Trump could avert
the need for another round of
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure, called BRAC, that
threatens military jobs in

itary confidence.

OBAMACARE
Trump, like the
Republican Party as
a whole, has vowed
to repeal the Affordable Care

County: Richland
67012-01-18 1004.pdf

age 26.

If Trump and the Repub-
licans are successful in repeal-
ing Obamacare — which they
can certainly do with major-
ities in both houses — the

Page: 1
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) INFRASTRUCTURE
”’ According to his website,

\ Trump wants to create a

“visionary plan” for a sys-

tem of roads, bridges and other infra-
structure “that would make President
Dwight D. Eisenhower” proud. As
president, Eisenhower was a major
advocate for the nation’s interstate
system.

South Carolina has been grappling
with how to fix its crumbling roads and
bridges. Haley said it was to be her
No. 1 priority. But with Haley at the
U.N. and McMaster not talking, what
the future might hold for the state’s
infrastructure is uncertain.

Any Trump-supported infrastructure
money from the federal government
would likely be embraced here.

AUTO INDUSTRY

Trump was less than kind to German in-

percent if they set up plants in Mexico instead of in the
United States and try to export the cars here.

Such tariffs would make the American auto industry
“worse, weaker and more expensive,” Sigmar Gabriel,
Germany’s economy minister, told a German newspa-
per.

With BMW, Chrysler Daimler and soon Volvo all
building cars in South Carolina, Trump’s verbal tilt
with foreign automakers could have ripple effects here.

POLITICAL CULTURE
**Y .., Trump’s anti-establishment, anti-
N ¢+ immigration, “drain the swamp” rhet-

oric played well in South Carolina,
where he easily won both the Republican pri-
mary and the general election.

South Carolina has a strong Tea Party bent,
and Trump’s ascension to power could have
coattails into local politics. Trump’s nomination
of two prominent South Carolinians - Haley to
the U.N. and Mulvaney to OMB - could help
cement that influence. And it doesn’t hurt that
McMaster was Trump’s most influential sup-
porter in the state.

dustry officials, saying car manufacturers —
including BMW, which has a major manu-

facturing plant in Greer — could face tariffs of up to 35

County: Richland
67012-01-18 1004.pdf

Page: 2



SC0148 State

neWZ Publication Date: 01/18/2017 Page Number: 1
g rpu pSM Title: 8 ways Trump couldaffectSC

Author:
Size: 116.09 column inches
Columbia, SC Circulation: 128564

President-elect Donald
Trump has proposed
sweeping changes in
immigration, foreign
trade, infrastructure

spending and many
other issues. His
proposals could affect
South Carolina’s
economy, the state’s
military bases and the
political landscape.

KEVIN HAGEN New York Times

Donald Trump will be sworn in as the 45th president of the United States on Friday.

@ noresine

@ Robert Ariail's o A University of o The latest news o Trump seeks
take on collateral South Carolina from the Trump state approval to
damage caused by graduate fills in for transition as limit pollution
Trump’s campaign, Trump at inauguration Inauguration Day liability in South
election. 2C practice. 2A draws nearer, 4A Carolina. 7A

County: Richland
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TRUMP ADMINISTRATION CONFIRMATION HEARINGS

Haley faces questions
about her experience in
hearing for U.N. role

BY MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

South Carolina Gov.
Nikki Haley is about to
leave behind her comfort
zone — being a popular
governor in a state she
knows well — and enter a
world of international
politics that is complicat-
ed, can be brutal and is
certainly well outside her
experience.

Democrats on the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations
Committee will raise hard
questions at Haley’s con-
firmation hearing
Wednesday morning —
largely about that
inexperience and whether
she’s prepared to take on
the role as United Nations
ambassador, one of the
United States’ leading
voices on foreign policy,

for a president-elect who
has shown his disdain for
the international body.
“This is not the model
U.N,; this is the real
U.N.,” said Sen. Chris

County: Beaufort
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Coons, a Delaware Demo-
crat and a member of the
committee, after meeting
with Haley for 45 minutes
Tuesday afternoon. He
raised concerns about her
preparedness and know-
ledge of foreign issues.

As he said, the adversar-
ies of the United States in
U.N. discussions will be
“experienced” and “hard-
edged.”

As an example, he said,
Haley apparently was
stumped during their
meeting by this question:
Why might Russia and
China have stood with the
United States during the
Iranian nuclear negotia-
tions?

As Coons talked about it

afterward, it was almost a
softball. And, he added,
the answer was out there:
China and Russia have
sincere and deep concerns
about terrorism and nucle-
ar proliferation, and see-
ing the Iranian nuclear

program diminished
served their interests and
assuaged their fears. But,
he added, “She did not
have that answer.”

It was, he said, “dis-
turbing.” In fact, he said,
“She did not seem to have
a complete grasp of the
latest developments” on a
number of issues.

Still, Haley isn’t expect-
ed to face the problems
besieging other Trump
nominees. The position is
not traditionally a launch-
ing pad for a political
career. Haley is seen as
less problematic by Demo-
crats than other Trump
nominees — and is gener-

ally well liked by Repub-
licans in the Senate.

In short, she is not Sec-
retary of State nominee
Rex Tillerson, the Exxon
Mobil CEO, who was
grilled for nine hours
about his allegedly tight
ties to Russia and Russian
President Vladimir Putin,

his views on climate
change and how his corpo-
rate background might
challenge his loyalty to the
United States.

Haley won’t arrive in
her hearing with that bag-
gage.

But she will be ques-
tioned. Sen. Ben Cardin of
Maryland, the ranking
Democrat on the foreign
relations committee, said
when Haley was nomi-
nated that Trump “will
need a national security

SEE HALEY, 4A

é¢

THIS IS NOT THE
MODEL U.N.; THIS
IS THE REAL UN.

Sen. Chris Coons, a
Delaware Democrat on
the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee

Page: 1
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FROM PAGE 3A

HALEY

team with strong interna-
tional experience.”

The issues she would
face at the United Nations
are largely driven by cur-
rent events, but she is
likely to face questions on
climate change and on
Syria, Russia and Ukraine.

Stephen Miles, director
of the D.C.-based progres-
sive advocacy group Win
Without War, said inexpe-
rience isn’t a good thing in
a UN ambassador.

“Govemor Haley’s lack
of experience on the glo-
bal stage is troubling given
the importance of a strong
American presence at the
United Nations,” he said.

Haley also has been
praised by Democrats
around the country for her
actions following the mas-

sacre of nine church par-
ishioners in Charleston in

County: Beaufort
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June 2015. Haley was the
public face of an effort in
her state to remove the
Confederate flag from
statehouse grounds fol-
lowing the killings. Dylann
Roof, an avowed racist,
was recently convicted in
those murders and sen-
tenced to death.

Coons praised her for
that effort, and said that
many of her answers to his
foreign policy questions
indicated someone who
views their role as “in-
forming the choices of the
president” and not simply
as re-enforcing precon-
ceived notions.

Brett Schaefer, an ex-
pert on United Nations at
the conservative D.C.-

based think tank The
Heritage Foundation, said
little is known of what to
expect of Haley in this
new position because little

is known of precisely what
the job will entail.

“It’s difficult to know
specifically what a Trump
administration will ask of
Haley,” he said. “The
word is she will be a cabi-
net member, meaning she
will be in the room for
important foreign policy
discussions.”

In past administrations,
he said, the working ar-
rangement between a
Secretary of State and a
UN ambassador who is in
the cabinet has proven to
be a delicate balance.

“They will want to avoid
discord, and that means
they will clearly define
their portfolios,” he said.
“Her portfolio, likely, will
be limited to what goes on
in New York.”

The issues at the U.N.
are numerous, and tricky,

Haleyfaces questions abouther experiencein hearingfor U.N. role
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
93.93 column inches

though, so she won’t lack
for issues. For instance,
the gap between the cli-
mate change mindset of
the Trump administration
and that of the United
Nations, means she would
likely spend a lot of time
working on that. She
would undoubtedly spend
time working on the U.S.
relationship with Israel.
Still, work at the UN is
driven by what’s happen-
ing around the world. In
general, he said Repub-
licans always approach the
United Nations differently
than Democrats.

“There will be a shift,”
he said. “Democrats tend
to embrace international
organizations and try to
cajole them towards the
U.S. position, while Re-
publicans tend to be a bit
more aggressive.”

Page: 2
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CAROLYN KASTER AP

U.N. Ambassador-designate South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley meets with Senate Foreign Relations Committee member
Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., on Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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School accountability

Lawmakers like to debate
whether public schools need
more money. Some talk about
how “throwing money at
problems” won’t fix them.
Others acknowledge that
paying staff, providing facil-
ities and offering educational
programs all cost money —
and even more money when
those things are increased.

A well-informed governor
who has closely overseen the
superintendent and education
department and who might
conclude that additional state
money needs to go to schools
is more likely to strike a chord
with the legislators who need
to approve those funds.

And, conversely, the gover-
nor would be in a good posi-

tion to determine if requests
for more money are not nec-
essary, or are not being direct-
ed correctly.

Gov. Nikki Haley and Su-
perintendent of Education
Molly Spearman called on

lawmakers in November to
support upcoming bills that
would make the top education
job part of the governor’s
Cabinet. The job is a Cabinet
position in all but 13 states.

“Instead of moving the
state forward with a common
vision for education priorities,
this divided leadership struc-
ture can result in incompat-
ible positions, a lack of coor-
dination and fragmented
accountability for failures in
our Pre K-12 education sys-
tem,” Mrs. Haley told them....

In its Abbeville opinion, the
Supreme Court said that edu-
cation was one of the most
important functions of state
government.

Putting the superintendent
in the governor’s cabinet
should allow the state’s efforts
to be more efficient, more
coherent and more effective
in educating children. It’s
time to make the change.

- Post & Courier
Charleston
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Haley’s leadership

(Gov. Nikki) Haley played a
key role in pressing for the
removal of the Confederate
battle flag shortly after the
fatal shooting of nine Char-
leston church parishioners by
a white supremacist.

The governor was really on
her game during Hurricane
Matthew. We were extremely
impressed with how she bal-
anced serenity with serious-
ness in communicating the
dangers of the approaching
storm.

She didn’t tell South Car-
olinians not to be stupid. She
didn’t say this storm will kill
you. Her poise under pressure
exuded leadership, a refresh-
ing break from the normal
chest thumping we see from
governors who resort to rheto-
ric.

Perhaps these were the
qualities President-elect Don-
ald Trump saw in Haley ....

True, we’ve butted heads at
times with Gov. Haley over
her confrontational and occa-

sional single-mindedness on
public policy issues.

But no leader enjoys uni-
versal adulation, nor should
they. Part of being a leader is
sticking close to one’s ideals
and responding to critics.

Nobody can accuse Haley
of waffling or flip-flopping.
We knew where she stood.
Her leadership during poten-
tially dark times shined a

bright light on South Carolina,
and we’ve no doubt she’ll
represent America admirably
in the U.N.

é6

HER LEADERSHIP
DURING
POTENTIALLY DARK
TIMES SHINED A
BRIGHT LIGHT ON
SOUTH CAROLINA.

- Aiken Standard
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Leaders:

SC not at
‘promised
land’ of race
relations

BY AVERY G. WILKS
awilks@thestate.com

Race relations in South Car-
olina have improved but still
need work, Columbia Urban
League president J.T. McLa-
whorn said Monday.

“We haven’t reached the
mountaintop,” McLawhorn told
several hundred community
leaders gathered at Brookland
Baptist Church for the 19th
annual Martin Luther King Jr.
Legacy Breakfast. “We haven’t
reached the promised land. But

we’re going to get
there if we keep
on working.”

McLawhorn
and other speak-
ers urged people
to take up King’s
torch by working
to a society blind
to color.

The key is communication
among communities of different

McLawhorn

67012-01-17_3004.pdf

races and backgrounds, some
said, especially after a polarizing
2016 election.

“It needs to start with our
conversations,” said Mike Har-
tel, a member of the Urban
League’s board. “With the polit-
ical election and social media,
things just got a little toxic. ...
People say things on social
media you would never say if
you looked another human
being in the eye.”

Hartel asked the audience to
start conversations about race
relations in small groups in their
communities.

“People don’t trust each other
because they don’t know each
other,” said the Rev. Charles
Jackson, senior pastor at Brook-
land Baptist. “And they don’t
know each other because they
don’t spend time with each
other.”

One sign of progress, McLa-
whorn said, was a photograph
taken by a staffer for Gov. Nikki
Haley in July 2015 during the
controversy over whether to
remove the Confederate flag
from S.C. State House grounds.

The photograph, which went
viral online, showed S.C. De-
partment of Public Safety direc-
tor Leroy Smith, who is black,
helping a white supremacist
with a swastika emblazoned on
his T-shirt get out of the sum-
mer sun and into the air-condi-
tioned State House.

“That image went worldwide,
and what it said about us in
South Carolina is that we’re a
caring community,” McLa-
whorn said. “We’ve got to live
up to that image.”

Avery G. Wilks: 803-771-8362,
@averygwilks

Page: 1



SC0148

newzZ

Publication Date: 01/17/2017 Page Number: 18

State

g rp u pSM /I\iltlllil:ori

Size:

Haley'sleadership

14.88 column inches

Columbia, SC Circulation: 128564

County: Richland
67012-01-17_18002.pdf

Haley’s leadership

(Gov. Nikki) Haley played a
key role in pressing for the
removal of the Confederate
battle flag shortly after the
fatal shooting of nine Char-
leston church parishioners by
a white supremacist.

The governor was really on
her game during Hurricane
Matthew. We were extremely
impressed with how she bal-
anced serenity with serious-
ness in communicating the
dangers of the approaching
storm.

She didn’t tell South Car-
olinians not to be stupid. She
didn’t say this storm will kill
you. Her poise under pressure
exuded leadership, a refresh-
ing break from the normal
chest thumping we see from
governors who resort to rheto-
ric.

Perhaps these were the
qualities President-elect Don-
ald Trump saw in Haley ....

True, we’ve butted heads at
times with Gov. Haley over
her confrontational and occa-
sional single-mindedness on
public policy issues.

But no leader enjoys uni-
versal adulation, nor should
they. Part of being a leader is
sticking close to one’s ideals
and responding to critics.

Nobody can accuse Haley
of waffling or flip-flopping.
We knew where she stood.
Her leadership during poten-
tially dark times shined a

é¢

HER LEADERSHIP
DURING
POTENTIALLY DARK
TIMES SHINED A
BRIGHT LIGHT ON
SOUTH CAROLINA.

bright light on South Carolina,
and we’ve no doubt she’ll
represent America admirably
in the U.N.

- Aiken Standard
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School accountability

Lawmakers like to debate
whether public schools need
more money. Some talk about
how “throwing money at
problems” won’t fix them.
Others acknowledge that
paying staff, providing facil-
ities and offering educational
programs all cost money —
and even more money when
those things are increased.

A well-informed governor
who has closely overseen the
superintendent and education
department and who might
conclude that additional state
money needs to go to schools
is more likely to strike a chord
with the legislators who need
to approve those funds.

And, conversely, the gover-
nor would be in a good posi-

tion to determine if requests
for more money are not nec-
essary, or are not being direct-
ed correctly.

Gov. Nikki Haley and Su-
perintendent of Education
Molly Spearman called on

lawmakers in November to
support upcoming bills that
would make the top education
job part of the governor’s
Cabinet. The job is a Cabinet
position in all but 13 states.

“Instead of moving the
state forward with a common
vision for education priorities,
this divided leadership struc-
ture can result in incompat-
ible positions, a lack of coor-
dination and fragmented
accountability for failures in
our Pre K-12 education sys-
tem,” Mrs. Haley told them....

In its Abbeville opinion, the
Supreme Court said that edu-
cation was one of the most
important functions of state
government.

Putting the superintendent
in the governor’s cabinet
should allow the state’s efforts
to be more efficient, more
coherent and more effective
in educating children. It’s
time to make the change.

- Post & Courier
Charleston
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