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Haleyfaceslotof questions
aboutexperienceforU.N. role
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD

mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki Haley
is about toleavebehindher com­
fortzone –being apopulargover­
norin astateshe knowswell –and
enter aworldof international
politicsthat is complicated,can be
brutal and iscertainlywell outside
her experience.
Democrats onthe SenateFor­

eignRelations Committeewill
raise hard questionsat Haley's
confirmation hearing Wednesday
morning –largely aboutthat
inexperience andwhether she's
prepared totake onthe role as
United Nations ambassador, one
of theUnited States' leading voic­
es onforeignpolicy, forapresi­
dent­elect whohas shown his

disdainfor the international body.
"This isnot the modelUN; this

is thereal UN,"said Sen.Chris
Coons,aDelaware Democratand
amember ofthe committee, after
meeting with Haley for 45minutes
Tuesday afternoon.He raised
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EXPERIENCE
concernsabouther prepa­
redness andknowledge of
foreignissues.
As hesaid, theadversaries

of theUnited States inUN
discussionswill be"experi­
enced" and"hard­edged."
As an example,hesaid,

Haley apparentlywas
stumped duringtheir meet­
ingby thisquestion: Why
mightRussia and China
havestood with the United
Statesduring theIranian
nuclear negotiations?
As Coons talkedaboutit

afterward, it was almosta
softball. And,headded, the
answerwas outthere: China
andRussia havesincere and
deepconcernsaboutterror­
ismand nuclear prolifer­
ation,andseeing theIranian
nuclear programdiminished
servedtheir interestsand
assuagedtheir fears. But, he
added,"She did not have
that answer."
Itwas,he said,"disturb­

ing." Infact, hesaid, "She
did notseemtohave acom­
pletegrasp ofthe latest
developments" onanumber
of issues.

Still, Haley isn't expected
toface the problemsbe­
siegingother Trumpnomi­
nees.The positionis not
traditionally alaunching pad
for apoliticalcareer. Haley
is seen asless problematic
byDemocrats thanother
Trump nominees–and is
generallywell liked byRe­
publicansinthe Senate.
Inshort, sheis not Secre­

taryof StatenomineeRex
Tillerson, theExxon Mobil
CEO,who wasgrilled for
nine hoursabouthisalleg­
edlytighttiesto Russiaand
RussianPresident Vladimir
Putin,his views onclimate
changeandhow his corpo­
rate backgroundmight chal­
lengehisloyalty totheUnit­
ed States.
Haley won'tarrivein her

hearingwith that baggage.
Butshewill beques­

tioned.Sen.BenCardin of
Maryland,the ranking Dem­
ocraton theforeign rela­
tionscommittee, saidwhen
Haley wasnominatedthat
Trump"will needanational
securityteamwith strong
internationalexperience."

The issuesshewould face
atthe United Nations are
largely drivenby current
events, but sheis likelyto
facequestions onclimate
changeandon Syria,Russia
andUkraine.
StephenMiles, directorof

theD.C.­basedprogressive
advocacygroup WinWith­
outWar, saidinexperience
isn't agood thinginaUN
ambassador.
"GovernorHaley's lack of

experienceonthe global
stage istroublinggiven the
importanceofastrong
Americanpresenceat the
United Nations," hesaid.
Haley alsohas been

praisedby Democrats
aroundthe countryfor her
actionsfollowing themas­
sacreofeight church par­
ishionersinCharleston,
SouthCarolina,inJune
2015. Haley wasthe public
faceof an effort inherstate
toremovethe Confederate
flagfromstatehouse
groundsfollowing the kill­
ings.Dylann Roof, an avow­
ed racist,wasrecently con­
victed inthose murdersand

sentenced todeath.
Coonspraised her forthat

effort,and saidthat manyof
heranswersto hisforeign
policy questions indicated
someone who views their
role as "informingthe choic­
es of thepresident"and not
simply as re­enforcingpre­
conceived notions.
Brett Schaefer,an expert

on United Nationsat the
conservative D.C.­based
think tankThe Heritage
Foundation, saidlittle is
known of whattoexpect of
Haley inthis new position
becauselittle isknown of
precisely what the jobwill
entail.
"It's difficulttoknow

specifically whataTrump
administration will askof
Haley," he said."Theword
is shewill beacabinet
member, meaningshe will
be intheroom for important
foreign policy discussions."
In pastadministrations,

he said,the working ar­
rangement betweenaSecre­
taryof Stateand aUN am­
bassador whois inthecabi­
net hasproven tobeadel­
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icate balance.
"Theywillwanttoavoid

discord,andthatmeansthey
willclearlydefinetheirport­
folios,"hesaid."Herport­
folio,likely,willbelimitedto
whatgoesoninNewYork."
TheissuesattheU.N.are

numerous,andtricky,

though,soshewon'tlackfor
issues.Forinstance,thegap
betweentheclimatechange
mindsetoftheTrumpadmin­
istrationandthatoftheUnit­
edNations,meansshewould
likelyspendalotoftime
workingonthat.Shewould
undoubtedlyspendtime

workingontheU.S.
relationshipwithIsrael.Still,
workattheUNisdrivenby
what'shappeningaroundthe
world.Ingeneral,hesaid
Republicansalwaysapproach
theUnitedNationsdiffer­
entlythanDemocrats.
"There willbe ashift," he

said."Democratstend to

embraceinternational or­
ganizations andtrytocajole
themtowards the U.S. posi­
tion,while Republicanstend
tobeabitmore aggressive."

Matthew Schofield:
202­383­6066,
@mattschodcnews

CAROLYN KASTER AP

Senate ForeignRelationsCommittee memberSen.Chris Coons, D­Del.,
meetsTuesday withU.N. Ambassador­designate, SouthCarolinaGov.
NikkiHaley,onCapitol Hill inWashington.

CAROLYNKASTER AP

Gov. Nikki Haley isn't expectedto facethe problems
besiegingother Trump nominees during herconfirmation
hearing forthe UnitedNations ambassadorship,but she
could face questionsabouther foreignpolicyexperience.
Haley'shearing begins Wednesdaymorning.
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Courtindicates
Senate leaderwill
replaceMcMaster
The S.C. SupremeCourt

indicated Tuesdaythe Senate
president protemporewill rise
tobecome lieutenantgovernor.
The courtcanceled arguments

plannedfor Wednesday,saying
it is readytoruleonhow
Lt.Gov.Henry McMaster
will besucceeded. McMasteris
set tobecome governorif
Gov.Nikki Haley isconfirmed
tobeU.S. ambassador tothe
United Nations.
SenatePresident ProTempo­

re HughLeatherman hassaidhe
is notinterested inbecoming
lieutenant governor.However,
Leatherman couldresign as
Senateleader, at least tempo­
rarily, andanothersenator
couldrise tobethe state's sec­
ond­in­command. Sen.Kevin
Bryant,R­Anderson, hasex­
pressed interestinthe job.
In2014,votersapproved a

constitutionalamendment al­
lowing thegovernor and lieuten­
antgovernor ­now elected
separately ­tobeelected on
the sameticket startingin2018,
as thepresident andvicepresi­
dent are.
However, ratificationlan­

guagefor theamendment omit­
teda2018startingdate forthe
governor also togainthe ability
toappoint anew lieutenant
governor ifthat post becomes
vacant,raising thequestion of
who wouldsucceed Haley.

­CASSIE COPE
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'Experience' isissue asHaley reachesfor UNjob
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD
mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

S.C. Gov.Nikki Haley is
abouttoleave behind her
comfortzone –being apopular
governor inastate sheknows
well –andenter aworld of
internationalpoliticsthat is
complicated,can bebrutaland
is welloutsideher experience.
Democrats onthe Senate

Foreign RelationsCommittee
will raisehard questions at
Haley'sconfirmation hearing
Wednesday morning–largely
aboutthat inexperience and
whether she's prepared totake
onthe role asUnited Nations
ambassador. There,she willbe
oneof theUnit­

ed States' lead­
ingvoices on
foreignpolicy
for apresident­
electwho has
shownhis dis­
dainfor the
international
body.
"This isnot the modelU.N.;

this is thereal U.N.,"said U.S.
Sen.Chris Coons,aDelaware
Democrat andamember of
the ForeignRelations Commit­
tee,after meetingwith Haley
for 45minutes Tuesday.
The adversariesof the Unit­

ed StatesinU.N. discussions
will be"experienced"and

"hard­edged,"Coons said,
raising concernsaboutHaley's
preparedness andknowledge
of foreignissues.
As an example,hesaid,

Haley apparentlywas stumped
duringtheir meetingby this
question: Why mightRussia
and China havestood with the
United States duringthe Ira­
niannuclear negotiations?
As Coons talkedaboutit

afterward, it was almosta
softball. And,headded, the
answerwas outthere: China
andRussia havesincere and
deepconcernsabout terrorism
andnuclear proliferation, and

seeingthe Iranian nuclear
programdiminished served
their interestsand assuaged
their fears.But, he added,
"She did nothavethat an­
swer."
Itwas,he said,"disturbing."
"She did notseemtohave a

complete graspofthe latest
developments"on anumber of
issues.
Still, Haley ­whowill be

introduced at thehearingby
twoallies andfellow S.C. Re­
publicans, U.S.Sens. Lindsey
Grahamand Tim Scott­isn't
expected tofacethe problems
confronting otherTrumpnom­
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HALEY
inees.
Haley is seen asless

problematicby Democrats
thanotherTrump nomi­
nees and, generally, is
well liked byRepublicans
inthe Senate.
Inshort, Haley is not

secretary ofstate nominee
RexTillerson, the Exxon
Mobil chief executive,
who wasgrilled fornine
hoursabouthis tiesto
Russia andRussianPresi­
dent VladimirPutin,his
views onclimate change
andhow hiscorporate
background mightchal­
lengehis loyaltytothe
United States.
While Haley won't

arrive inherhearingwith
that baggage, shewill be
questioned.
U.S. Sen.BenCardin of

Maryland, rankingDemo­
crat ontheforeign rela­
tions committee,said

when Haley wasnomi­
nated that Trump"will
needanationalsecurity
teamwith stronginterna­
tional experience."
Haley hasbeen praised

byDemocrats for her
actionsfollowing the
massacre ofnine Char­
leston churchparishioners
inJune 2015.
Following the killings,

Haley wasthe public face
of aneffort to removethe
Confederateflag fromthe
StateHouse grounds.
Coons praisedHaley for

that effort,adding many
of heranswerstohis for­
eignpolicy questions
indicated someone who
views theirrole as "in­
formingthe choicesof the
president,"not simply as
reinforcing preconceived
notions.

A CABINETMEMBER?

The issuesHaley could
face at theUnited Nations
largely aredriven bycur­
rent events,and sheis
likely toface questionson
climate changeand Syria,
Russia andUkraine.
Stephen Miles,director

ofthe D.C.­basedprogres­
siveadvocacy groupWin
WithoutWar, saidinexpe­
rience isn't agood thing
inaU.N. ambassador.
"Governor Haley'slack

ofexperience onthe glo­
balstage is troubling,
giventhe importanceofa
strongAmericanpresence
at theUnited Nations,"he
said.
BrettSchaefer, an ex­

perton theUnited Na­
tions atthe conservative
D.C.­based Heritage
Foundationthinktank,
saidlittleis known of
what toexpectofHaley at
the U.N.becauselittle is

known ofprecisely what
the jobwill entail.
"It'sdifficultto know

specificallywhat aTrump
Administrationwill askof
Haley,"hesaid."The
wordis shewill beaCabi­
netmember, meaningshe
will beinthe roomfor
importantforeignpolicy
discussions."
Inpast administrations,

hesaid, theworking ar­
rangementbetween a
secretary ofstate anda
U.N. ambassadorwho is
inthe Cabinethasproven
tobeadelicatebalance.
"Theywill want to

avoiddiscord,and that
meansthey will clearly
definetheir portfolios,"
hesaid."Her portfolio,
likely,will belimitedto
what goeson inNew
York."
Haley won'tlack for

issues.Forinstance, she
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undoubtedlywould spend
timeworking onthe U.S.
relationshipwith Israel.
Still, workat the U.N. is

driven bywhat'shappen­
ingaroundthe world.In

general, hesaid,Repub­
licans approachthe Unit­
ed Nations differently
thanDemocrats.
"Therewill beashift,"

Schaefer said."Demo­
crats tendto embrace

internationalorganiza­
tions andtrytocajole
themtowards the U.S.
position, whileRepub­
licans tendto beabit
moreaggressive."

Haley
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8 ways Trump
couldaffectSC

JOBS
SouthCarolina's jobbaseis

led bymanufacturing, tou­
rismand agriculture.

Trump'sstand onimmigration ­
making it moredifficultfor foreign
workerstoenter the countryand per­
haps even expelling illegalworkers­
couldhurtthe farming,hospitality and
construction industries,which arede­
pendent onforeignworkers.
Histhreatstoclamp down onfree

tradecould alsoaffect jobs inthe
state's manufacturing sector,as the
stateis export heavy.Forexample,in
2015, thestate's export sales totaled
$30.9billion, accordingtodatafrom
the U.S.Department ofCommerce.

TRADE
South Carolinais

the leading manu­
facturer and expor­

terof tiresinthe U.S.,and the
state alsomakes a widevarie­
ty of productsfromluxury cars
toairliners. Mostof those
goods are soldoverseas.

Also, the Portof Charleston
is akey enginepowering the
state's economy.
If Trump raisestariffs or

ignites atrade war,it could
hurt thecost of goodsflowing
out ofthe stateand raisethe
cost of partsflowingin.

POLITICS
Before hehas even takenoffice,

Trump hashad a powerfulimpact
on thepoliticallandscape inthe

PalmettoState.
Hisnominationof Gov.Nikki Haley asUnited

Nations ambassadorhas set offadominoeffect.
If sheis confirmed asexpected, Lt.Gov.Henry
McMasterwould becomegovernor. McMaster's
ascensionwould surelyimpact the2018guberna­
torialraceif hedecidestorun asthe incumbent.
Trump'snomination ofU.S. Rep.Mick Mulva­

ney, R­IndianLand, asdirector ofthe Officeof
Management andBudget hasopened up the5th
Congressional Districtseat.

­STAFFREPORTS
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HOWTRUMPMIGHT AFFECTSC
MILITARY

Trump hassaid
heopposes seques­
tration, thelooming

automatic budgetcuts created
bythe 2011debt­ceilingfight.
If hecanhelp reverse the

cuts inthe Budget ControlAct
of 2011,Trump couldavert
the needfor anotherround of
Base RealignmentandClo­
sure, calledBRAC,that
threatens military jobsin

SouthCarolina.
However, Trumpis an un­

known quantity tothemil­
itary, andhis assertion that he
knows"more thanthe gener­
als"abouthow todeal with
ISISdidn't bolstermuch mil­
itaryconfidence.

OBAMACARE

Trump,like the
Republican Partyas
awhole, hasvowed

torepeal the AffordableCare

Act,which provides health
insurance forabout 300,000
SouthCarolinians.
Alsounder the act, college

students andyoung people
can stayontheir parents'
healthinsurance planuntil
age 26.
If Trumpand theRepub­

licans aresuccessful inrepeal­
ingObamacare ­which they
can certainlydowith major­
itiesinboth houses ­the

question becomeswhat re­
places it.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

According tohiswebsite,
Trump wantstocreate a
"visionaryplan" for asys­

temof roads, bridgesand otherinfra­
structure"that wouldmake President
DwightD. Eisenhower"proud. As
president,Eisenhower wasamajor
advocate for thenation's interstate
system.
SouthCarolina hasbeen grappling

with howto fixitscrumbling roadsand
bridges.Haley saidit was tobeher
No. 1 priority.Butwith Haley at the
U.N. andMcMasternot talking,what
the futuremight holdfor thestate's
infrastructure isuncertain.
AnyTrump­supportedinfrastructure

money fromthe federal government
would likelybe embracedhere.

AUTO INDUSTRY
Trump wasless thankind toGermanin­

dustryofficials, sayingcarmanufacturers ­
includingBMW,which hasamajormanu­

facturingplant inGreer ­couldface tariffs ofupto35

percentif they set upplants inMexico instead ofinthe
United Statesand trytoexport the carshere.
Suchtariffs would make theAmerican autoindustry

"worse,weaker andmoreexpensive,"Sigmar Gabriel,
Germany's economyminister, told aGermannewspa­
per.
WithBMW,Chrysler Daimlerand soonVolvoall

building carsinSouth Carolina,Trump'sverbaltilt
with foreignautomakers couldhave rippleeffectshere.

POLITICAL CULTURE
Trump's anti­establishment,anti­

immigration, "drainthe swamp"rhet­
oric playedwell inSouth Carolina,

where heeasily wonboth theRepublican pri­
mary andthe generalelection.
South Carolinahas astrongTea Party bent,

and Trump'sascensionto powercouldhave
coattails intolocalpolitics. Trump'snomination
of twoprominentSouth Carolinians–Haley to
the U.N. andMulvaney toOMB –couldhelp
cement that influence.And it doesn't hurtthat
McMaster wasTrump's mostinfluential sup­
porter inthe state.
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KEVIN HAGEN New York Times

DonaldTrump will besworn in as the45thpresident of theUnitedStatesonFriday.
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TRUMPADMINISTRATIONCONFIRMATION HEARINGS

Haleyfaces questions
abouther experiencein
hearingfor U.N. role
BY MATTHEWSCHOFIELD

mschofield@mcclatchydc.com
WASHINGTON

SouthCarolina Gov.
Nikki Haley isaboutto
leavebehind her comfort
zone­beingapopular
governor inastate she
knowswell ­and entera
world ofinternational
politicsthat is complicat­
ed,can bebrutaland is
certainlywell outsideher
experience.
Democrats onthe Sen­

ate Foreign Relations
Committee will raisehard
questions at Haley'scon­
firmationhearing
Wednesday morning­
largely aboutthat
inexperience andwhether
she's prepared totake on
the role asUnited Nations
ambassador,oneof the
United States' leading
voiceson foreignpolicy,
for apresident­elect who
hasshown hisdisdainfor
the internationalbody.
"This isnot the model

U.N.;this is the real
U.N.,"said Sen.Chris

Coons,aDelaware Demo­
crat andamember ofthe
committee, aftermeeting
with Haley for 45minutes
Tuesdayafternoon.He
raisedconcernsabouther
preparedness andknow­
ledgeof foreignissues.
As hesaid, theadversar­

ies ofthe United Statesin
U.N. discussionswill be
"experienced" and"hard­
edged."
As an example,hesaid,

Haley apparentlywas
stumped duringtheir
meetingbythis question:
Why might Russiaand
China havestood with the
United Statesduring the
Iranian nuclear negotia­
tions?
As Coons talkedaboutit

afterward, it was almosta
softball. And,headded,
the answerwas outthere:
China andRussia have
sincere anddeep concerns
aboutterrorism andnucle­
ar proliferation, andsee­
ingthe Iranian nuclear

programdiminished
servedtheir interestsand
assuaged theirfears. But,
headded, "She didnot
havethat answer."
Itwas,he said,"dis­

turbing."In fact, hesaid,
"She did notseemtohave
acomplete graspof the
latestdevelopments"on a
number ofissues.
Still, Haley isn't expect­

ed toface the problems
besiegingotherTrump
nominees.The position is
not traditionally alaunch­
ingpad forapolitical
career.Haley is seen as
less problematicby Demo­
crats thanotherTrump
nominees­and is gener­
ally wellliked by Repub­
licans intheSenate.
Inshort, sheis not Sec­

retaryof Statenominee
Rex Tillerson,the Exxon
Mobil CEO,who was
grilled fornine hours
abouthis allegedlytight
tiestoRussia andRussian
PresidentVladimirPutin,

his viewsonclimate
changeand howhis corpo­
rate background might
challenge hisloyaltytothe
United States.
Haley won'tarrive in

her hearingwiththat bag­
gage.
Butshe willbe ques­

tioned.Sen.BenCardin of
Maryland, theranking
Democrat onthe foreign
relations committee, said
when Haley wasnomi­
nated that Trump "will
needanationalsecurity

SEEHALEY,4A

''THISISNOTTHEMODELU.N.;THIS
ISTHEREALU.N.
Sen. Chris Coons,a
Delaware Democrat on
theSenateForeign
Relations Committee
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FROM PAGE3A

HALEY
teamwith stronginterna­
tional experience."
The issuesshewould

face at theUnited Nations
are largelydriven bycur­
rent events,but she is
likely toface questionson
climate changeand on
Syria,Russia and Ukraine.
Stephen Miles,director

of theD.C.­basedprogres­
sive advocacygroup Win
WithoutWar, saidinexpe­
rience isn't agood thingin
aUN ambassador.
"Governor Haley'slack

of experienceonthe glo­
balstage is troublinggiven
the importanceofastrong
American presenceatthe
United Nations,"hesaid.
Haley also hasbeen

praised byDemocrats
aroundthe country forher
actionsfollowing the mas­
sacreof ninechurch par­
ishionersin Charlestonin

June2015. Haley was the
public faceof an effort in
herstate toremovethe
Confederateflag from
statehouse groundsfol­
lowing thekillings. Dylann
Roof, an avowedracist,
was recentlyconvictedin
those murdersand sen­
tencedto death.
Coons praisedher for

that effort, andsaidthat
many ofher answerstohis
foreignpolicy questions
indicated someone who
views their roleas "in­
formingthe choicesof the
president"and notsimply
as re­enforcingprecon­
ceivednotions.
Brett Schaefer,an ex­

perton United Nations at
the conservativeD.C.­
based thinktankThe
Heritage Foundation,said
littleis known ofwhat to
expectof Haley inthis
new positionbecause little

is knownof precisely what
the jobwill entail.
"It'sdifficult toknow

specificallywhat aTrump
administration will askof
Haley,"hesaid."The
word isshe willbeacabi­
netmember, meaningshe
will beinthe roomfor
importantforeign policy
discussions."
Inpast administrations,

hesaid, the workingar­
rangement betweena
Secretary of Stateanda
UN ambassadorwho is in
the cabinethas provento
beadelicatebalance.
"They willwant toavoid

discord,and that means
they will clearlydefine
their portfolios,"hesaid.
"Her portfolio,likely,will
belimitedtowhat goes on
inNew York."
The issuesat the U.N.

are numerous,andtricky,

though, so shewon'tlack
for issues.Forinstance,
the gap betweenthecli­
matechange mindsetof
the Trumpadministration
andthat ofthe United
Nations,means shewould
likely spend alotof time
working onthat. She
would undoubtedlyspend
time workingonthe U.S.
relationshipwith Israel.
Still, work at theUN is
driven bywhat'shappen­
ingaroundthe world. In
general, hesaidRepub­
licans alwaysapproach the
United Nations differently
thanDemocrats.
"There willbe ashift,"

hesaid."Democrats tend
toembrace international
organizations andtry to
cajolethemtowards the
U.S. position, whileRe­
publicanstend tobeabit
moreaggressive."
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CAROLYNKASTER AP

U.N. Ambassador­designateSouth Carolina Gov. NikkiHaleymeets with SenateForeignRelations Committee member
Sen. Chris Coons,D­Del., onTuesday onCapitol Hill in Washington.
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Schoolaccountability
Lawmakersliketodebate

whetherpublicschoolsneed
moremoney.Sometalkabout
how"throwingmoneyat
problems"won'tfixthem.
Othersacknowledgethat
payingstaff,providingfacil­
itiesandofferingeducational
programsallcostmoney­
andevenmoremoneywhen
thosethingsareincreased.
Awell­informedgovernor

whohascloselyoverseenthe
superintendentandeducation
departmentandwhomight
concludethatadditionalstate
moneyneedstogotoschools
ismorelikelytostrikeachord
withthelegislatorswhoneed
toapprovethosefunds.
And,conversely,thegover­

norwouldbeinagoodposi­
tiontodetermineifrequests
formoremoneyarenotnec­
essary,orarenotbeingdirect­
edcorrectly.
Gov.NikkiHaleyandSu­

perintendentofEducation
MollySpearmancalledon

lawmakersinNovemberto
supportupcomingbillsthat
wouldmakethetopeducation
jobpartofthegovernor's
Cabinet.ThejobisaCabinet
positioninallbut13states.
"Insteadofmovingthe

stateforwardwithacommon
visionforeducationpriorities,
thisdividedleadershipstruc­
turecanresultinincompat­
iblepositions,alackofcoor­
dinationandfragmented
accountabilityforfailuresin
ourPreK­12educationsys­
tem,"Mrs.Haleytoldthem.…
InitsAbbevilleopinion,the

SupremeCourtsaidthatedu­
cationwasoneofthemost
importantfunctionsofstate
government.
Puttingthesuperintendent

inthegovernor'scabinet
shouldallowthestate'sefforts
tobemoreefficient,more
coherentandmoreeffective
ineducatingchildren.It's
timetomakethechange.

– Post&Courier
Charleston
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Haley'sleadership
(Gov.Nikki)Haleyplayeda

keyroleinpressingforthe
removaloftheConfederate
battleflagshortlyafterthe
fatalshootingofnineChar­
lestonchurchparishionersby
awhitesupremacist.
Thegovernorwasreallyon

hergameduringHurricane
Matthew.Wewereextremely
impressedwithhowshebal­
ancedserenitywithserious­
nessincommunicatingthe
dangersoftheapproaching
storm.
Shedidn'ttellSouthCar­

oliniansnottobestupid.She
didn'tsaythisstormwillkill
you.Herpoiseunderpressure
exudedleadership,arefresh­
ingbreakfromthenormal
chestthumpingweseefrom
governorswhoresorttorheto­
ric.
Perhapsthesewerethe

qualitiesPresident­electDon­
aldTrumpsawinHaley….
True,we'vebuttedheadsat

timeswithGov.Haleyover
herconfrontationalandocca­

sionalsingle­mindednesson
publicpolicyissues.
Butnoleaderenjoysuni­

versaladulation,norshould
they.Partofbeingaleaderis
stickingclosetoone'sideals
andrespondingtocritics.
NobodycanaccuseHaley

ofwafflingorflip­flopping.
Weknewwhereshestood.
Herleadershipduringpoten­
tiallydarktimesshineda
brightlightonSouthCarolina,
andwe'venodoubtshe'll
representAmericaadmirably
intheU.N.

–AikenStandard

''HERLEADERSHIPDURING
POTENTIALLYDARK
TIMESSHINEDA
BRIGHTLIGHTON
SOUTHCAROLINA.
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Leaders:
SC notat
'promised
land'of race
relations
BY AVERYG.WILKS

awilks@thestate.com

Race relations inSouthCar­
olinahaveimproved but still
needwork, ColumbiaUrban
Leaguepresident J.T. McLa­
whornsaidMonday.
"We haven'treached the

mountaintop,"McLawhorntold
several hundredcommunity
leadersgathered atBrookland
Baptist Churchfor the 19th
annual Martin LutherKingJr.
Legacy Breakfast."We haven't
reachedthe promised land.But

we'regoing toget
there ifwe keep
onworking."
McLawhorn

andother speak­
ers urged people
totake upKing's
torch byworking
toasociety blind
tocolor.

The keyis communication
among communities ofdifferent

racesand backgrounds,some
said, especiallyafter apolarizing
2016 election.
"It needstostart with our

conversations,"saidMike Har­
tel,amemberof the Urban
League's board. "With thepolit­
icalelectionand socialmedia,
things justgotalittletoxic.…
Peoplesay thingson social
media youwouldneversay if
youlooked anotherhuman
being inthe eye."
Hartelasked the audienceto

start conversationsaboutrace
relations insmallgroups intheir
communities.
"People don'ttrust each other

becausethey don'tknow each
other,"said the Rev.Charles
Jackson, senior pastorat Brook­
land Baptist."And they don't
knoweach otherbecausethey
don't spend timewith each
other."

One signof progress,McLa­
whornsaid, wasaphotograph
takenby astaffer for Gov.Nikki
Haley inJuly 2015 duringthe
controversy over whetherto
removethe Confederateflag
fromS.C. State Housegrounds.
The photograph,which went

viral online,showedS.C. De­
partment ofPublic Safety direc­
torLeroy Smith, whois black,
helpingawhite supremacist
with aswastika emblazonedon
his T­shirtget out ofthe sum­
mersun andinto the air­condi­
tionedState House.
"That imagewentworldwide,

andwhat it saidaboutus in
SouthCarolina is that we'rea
caring community,"McLa­
whornsaid."We've got tolive
uptothat image."

Avery G.Wilks: 803­771­8362,
@averygwilks

McLawhorn
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Haley'sleadership
(Gov.Nikki)Haleyplayeda

keyroleinpressingforthe
removaloftheConfederate
battleflagshortlyafterthe
fatalshootingofnineChar­
lestonchurchparishionersby
awhitesupremacist.
Thegovernorwasreallyon

hergameduringHurricane
Matthew.Wewereextremely
impressedwithhowshebal­
ancedserenitywithserious­
nessincommunicatingthe
dangersoftheapproaching
storm.
Shedidn'ttellSouthCar­

oliniansnottobestupid.She
didn'tsaythisstormwillkill
you.Herpoiseunderpressure
exudedleadership,arefresh­
ingbreakfromthenormal
chestthumpingweseefrom
governorswhoresorttorheto­
ric.
Perhapsthesewerethe

qualitiesPresident­electDon­
aldTrumpsawinHaley….
True,we'vebuttedheadsat

timeswithGov.Haleyover
herconfrontationalandocca­
sionalsingle­mindednesson
publicpolicyissues.
Butnoleaderenjoysuni­

versaladulation,norshould
they.Partofbeingaleaderis
stickingclosetoone'sideals
andrespondingtocritics.
NobodycanaccuseHaley

ofwafflingorflip­flopping.
Weknewwhereshestood.
Herleadershipduringpoten­
tiallydarktimesshineda

brightlightonSouthCarolina,
andwe'venodoubtshe'll
representAmericaadmirably
intheU.N.

–AikenStandard

''HERLEADERSHIP
DURING
POTENTIALLYDARK
TIMESSHINEDA
BRIGHTLIGHTON
SOUTHCAROLINA.
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Schoolaccountability
Lawmakersliketodebate

whetherpublicschoolsneed
moremoney.Sometalkabout
how"throwingmoneyat
problems"won'tfixthem.
Othersacknowledgethat
payingstaff,providingfacil­
itiesandofferingeducational
programsallcostmoney­
andevenmoremoneywhen
thosethingsareincreased.
Awell­informedgovernor

whohascloselyoverseenthe
superintendentandeducation
departmentandwhomight
concludethatadditionalstate
moneyneedstogotoschools
ismorelikelytostrikeachord
withthelegislatorswhoneed
toapprovethosefunds.
And,conversely,thegover­

norwouldbeinagoodposi­
tiontodetermineifrequests
formoremoneyarenotnec­
essary,orarenotbeingdirect­
edcorrectly.
Gov.NikkiHaleyandSu­

perintendentofEducation
MollySpearmancalledon

lawmakersinNovemberto
supportupcomingbillsthat
wouldmakethetopeducation
jobpartofthegovernor's
Cabinet.ThejobisaCabinet
positioninallbut13states.
"Insteadofmovingthe

stateforwardwithacommon
visionforeducationpriorities,
thisdividedleadershipstruc­
turecanresultinincompat­
iblepositions,alackofcoor­
dinationandfragmented
accountabilityforfailuresin
ourPreK­12educationsys­
tem,"Mrs.Haleytoldthem.…
InitsAbbevilleopinion,the

SupremeCourtsaidthatedu­
cationwasoneofthemost
importantfunctionsofstate
government.
Puttingthesuperintendent

inthegovernor'scabinet
shouldallowthestate'sefforts
tobemoreefficient,more
coherentandmoreeffective
ineducatingchildren.It's
timetomakethechange.

–Post&Courier
Charleston
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