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Suspended president of S.C. State sues school

By SEanNA Apcox

The Associated Press

The suspended president of
financially troubled South Car-
olina State University sued the
school on Tuesday for breaking
his contract and asked the court
where he filed suit to block his
expected firing.

Thomas Elzey sued S.C.
State in Orangeburg County
court aday before trustees were

set to meet privately to get legal
advice amid ongoing turmoil in-
volving South Carolina’s only
public historically black univer-
sity. Last week, the trustees put
Elzey on paid leave and prom-
ised to have more information
on his fate Wednesday.

Under a four-year contract,
which extends to summer 2017,
Elzey can be fired only for cause.
The lawsuit notes the suspen-
sion occurred less than two
weeks after the board publicly
backed him, despite legislators’
calls for his removal, and that
trustees gave him a satisfactory
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review last summer.

Breaking his contract with-
out cause would cost $428,000,
which includes $30,000 for un-
used vacation, according to an
estimate from state economic
advisers, dated Tuesday.

Elzey’s lawsuit seeks more
than that. While giving no spe-
cific amount, it asks for lost
wages and benefits, as well as
compensation for the ordeal’s
emotional distress and embar-
rassment.

“We did try to resolve this
prior to filing the complaint,
and our efforts were not sue-
cessful,” said his attorney, Nan-
¢y Bloodgood of Charleston.

S.C. State spokeswoman
Sonja Bennett-Bellamy said the
school had no comment on the
ongoing legal matter.

A House panel advanced a
measure Tuesday to the full
Ways and Means Committee
that would put the state’s finan-
cial oversight board temporari-

ly in charge of the university un-
til it gets out of debt. The mea-
sure also requires the board,
chaired by Gov. Nikki Haley, to
fire Elzey.

Also on Tuesday, senators
voted to give priority status to
Senate President Pro Tem
Hugh Leatherman'’s version of
the idea, clearing the way for
floor debate Wednesday. That
fast-tracked proposal would
create a new, five-member
board to oversee SC State, with
its members appointed by

Leatherman and other GOP
leaders. Elzey would not neces-
sarily be fired.

Sen. Gerald Malloy, D-Harts-
ville, objected, saying five white,
Republican legislators should
not decide all appointees to the
historically black school. He
said alumni should be more in-
volved.

But Sen. Darrell Jackson, D-
Columbia, asked his colleagues
to support the measure.

“The time has come for us to
do the right thing and move all
the personalities and all the
egos out of the way,” said Jack-
son, whose nephew is a junior at
SC State.

A compromise between the
versions could be difficult.

Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter, D-
Orangeburg, said Leatherman’s
plan swaps “one set of good ol'
boys with another.” That only
punts the problem further
down the road, said Rep. Jim
Merrill, R-Charleston.

Both measures were intro-
duced to replace a Housepanel’s
short-lived proposal raised Feb.
10 to temporarily close the
school for a massive overhaul.

The stunner brought imme-
diate backlash. But Rep. Harold
Mitchell, former chairman of
the Legislative Black Caucus,
thanked Merrill's panel Tues-
day for “getting us to look at the
facts and getting this General
Assembly to take action.”
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Haley recruiting business at
secret location, office says

By ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley left Sunday
for an undisclosed location on
an economic development trip,
her office said.

S.C. Department of Com-
merce Secretary Bobby Hitt
joined her on the trip that lasts
through Wednesday, the gover-
nor’s office said. A flight mani-
fest with the S.C. Aeronautics
Commission shows Hitt flying
on a state plane to Washington
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Dulles International Airport on
Sunday afternoon with three
“confidential” passengers.

Haley’s office would disclose
neither the location nor the in-
dustrial prospect. Top state
lawmakers said they had no
knowledge about the gover-
nor’s trip.

But recent speculation about
big projects has centered on
plant sites for two auto
manufacturers.

Volvo is looking at the South-
east and made inquiries with

several state legislatures about
economic development incen-
tive packages, including South
Carolina, according to a Finan-
cial Times report.

South Carolina also is in the
mix for a Jaguar Land Rover
plant, according to several au-
tomotive trade websites.

Volvo declined comment
Monday and Jaguar Land Rov-
er said it is exploring many
options.

Haley is traveling with other
Commerce officials, a member

of the governor’s staff and a se-
curity detail, her office said.
“Due to the competitive na-
ture of economic development,
ongoing projects are confiden-
tial,” Haley spokesman Rob
Godfrey said. “But we will re-
lease details of the governor’s
trip, ineluding the costs of trav-
el, as soon as we are able to.”
N.C. Gov. Pat McCrory made
an economic development trip to
the United Kingdom in January.
The Geneva Auto Show
starts in Switzerland this week.
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Fossil
hunter
may lose
permit

By Ermy Moopy
emoody@beaufortgazette.com

Shark Tooth Fairy Mike
Harris, who puts on popular
fossil hunts that are free for
children, says he’s in danger of
losing the permit that allows
him to dive for teeth and other
fossils.

“I started doing these
events because it was fun, and
as it grew, it seems like I have
more hoops to jump through to

FAIRY

Erom Page IC

some cases for years - and has
generally been able to solve the
problems by using photos or
other documentation to cobble
together approximate reports.

“I don’t want anyone to lose
their license because of not re-
porting,” Cicimurri said. “I just
need something to say, ‘Oh,
yeah, I did dive, this is what 1

found. ... If they go back in and
grab photos off of Facebook, I'd
even accept those.”

Cicimurri’s email and voice-
mail have been flooded with
messages about Harris since
the petition started. In re-
sponse to comments about “bu-
reaucratic red tape,” he said he
doesn’t make the rules. The re-
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keep it going,” Harris said. “I
don’t understand why anyone
would want to get in the way of
such a great family educational
event.”

A petition asking Gov. Nikki
Haley to intervene has also
gained more than 760 signa-
tures as of 6 p.m. Monday.

Vanessa Collins of Okatie
said she has been taking her
6-year-old son, Nathan, to

ports are necessary for docu-
menting and learning about
South Carolina’s history, he
said.

Nate Fulmer, underwater ar-
chaeologist with the S.C. Insti-
tute of Archaeology and An-
thropology, said Monday that
privacy laws restrict him from
discussing specific permits.

However, “I've seen the sub-
missions in question here, and I
can say that if any licensee sent
us an artifact report that said,
‘I collected a lot of artifacts and
gave them to kids," it would be
rejected because that doesn’t
tell us how many, what kind, or

when and where the items
were collected,” Fulmer said in

hunts for the past year, and he
loves them so much he wants
to be a paleontologist and
study fossils.

“I really hope that he can
keep going and continue to do
what he’s doing,” Collins said.

South Carolina officials re-
spond that Harris and
500-plus other hobby divers
are required to record and re-
port what they find.

an email to Harris.

Emails between Harris, Ful-
mer and Cicimurri show an on-
going conversation about re-
porting requirements and is-
sues.

According to the emails,
Harris received a two-year per-
mit Aug. 15, 2013. According to
an email from Fulmer, the mis-
sing and incomplete reports
must be submitted by March 31
and approved by Cicimurri by
April 10, or SCIAA will move to
revoke the license.

Harris said he cannot com-
ply with the reporting require-
ments because he lives on a
boat and his only Internet ac-
cess is his smartphone. Harris

Dave Cicimurri, curator of
natural history for the South
Carolina State Museum, has
informed Harris via email that
all his reports have been mis-
sing details, or missing
entirely.

He said Monday he’s worked
with other hobby divers who
have not submitted reports - in

See FAIRY | Page 2C

invited Cicimurri, via email, to
track his findings via photos
posted to Facebook.

Fulmer suggested in his
emails that Cicimurri could be
flexible and work with Harris
on the reporting requirements.
Officially, reports are expected
to be filed for each dive and
show what was collected and
where. Hobby divers do not
have to give their finds to the
state, but the data are used for
research, Fulmer said.

“In general, I can say we
have over 500 cooperative par-
ticipants in this program, and
they have led to some of the
greatest findsin the state in the
last several years,” Fulmer
said.
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Haley has to rebuild trust on restructuring

SHOULDN'T have been
surprised that the Eleanor
Kitzman debacle revived,
at least in the mind of Sen-
ate Republican Leader

Harvey Peeler, the idea of bifur-
cating the Department of Health
and Environmental Control.
That is, after all, a great way of
advancing the argument that the
problem with Ms. Kitzman had
nothing to do with Ms. Kitzman
and everything to do with

the impossibility of find-

ing anyone to run such a

large and complex agen-

cy, with such an expansive
portfolio.

Sen. John Courson,
who had joined with Sen.
Peeler the last time he
tried to split the agency,
underlined that argument
when I ran into him at the
State House a couple of
days after Ms. Kitzman
withdrew from considera-
tion; he noted that to be qualified
to run DHEC, you’d need to be a
physician and an engineer and a
lawyer and a politician. I was a
bit surprised to hear such a sen-
sible person make such a non-
sensical claim, which ignores the
fact that we’ve never asked that
much of a DHEC director, that
the problem with Ms. Kitzman
was the absence of experience —
much less expertise — in any of
the areas within DHEC’s pur-
view.

But what really surprised me
was that as Sen. Courson went
into full lobby mode, he argued
not only that DHEC should be di-
vided but that its successor agen-
cies need to be run by directors
who work directly for the
governor.

What surprised me even more

was that at virtually that mo-
ment, across the lobby, Gov. Ha-
ley and state Education Superin-
tendent Molly Spearman were
pressing the House to let the gov-
ernor appoint the superintend-
ent of education.

County: Richland
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The reforms we need

The problem isn’t that they’re
wrong. They’re completely right.
The governor should

hire and fire the director

of the state Education De-
partment, instead of forc-

ing educators to become
politicians — or, worse,
sticking us with politi-

cians who fancy them-
selves education experts.

The governor should be

able to hire and fire the di-

rector of the state’s health

and environmental agen-

cy — or its health agency

and its environmental
agency — rather than having to
follow this around-the-elbow-to-
get-to-the-nose route of appoint-
ing the board that appoints a di-
rector whose appointment the

governor can veto.

(The governor also should be
able to hire and fire the director
of the departments of Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources and
Mental Health and Archives and
History and the State Museum
and ETV and many of the other
100 independent state agencies,
which ought to be merged into a
couple of dozen agencies.)

And as smart as the idea was
to have a single agency to protect
the environment and the public
health, since public health can
be so deeply affected by the envi-
ronment, I'm becoming much
less hostile to the idea of splitting

those tasks apart, as long as it
can be done in a smart way that
does not result in even more sep-
arate agencies. The fact is that
DHEC never has operated as a
unified health and environmen-
tal agency; it’s been walled off,
with the public health side given
short shrift and the environmen-
tal side more interested in pro-
tecting polluters than protecting
the environment.

The polluter-protection focus
probably wouldn’t change if we
split the agency in two, but it

might be more difficult for a gov-
ernor to just throw up her hands
and say “It’s impossible to find
anyone who has expertise in all
the stuff this agency does” and
try to give us someone who has
no expertise in anything it does.
And other problems.

The reason the revival of the
empower-the-governor cam-
paign is so surprising is that it
comes immediately on the heels
of ... the Eleanor Kitzman deba-
cle. A debacle so awful that even
I cringe at the thought of trying
to make the case right now —
and I've been among the most
passionate and consistent advo-
cates of reform, since long be-
fore either Nikki Haley or Mark
Sanford even knew what a gov-
ernor does.

Arming opponents

If ever opponents of guberna-
torial empowerment had a pow-
erful argument on their side, it is
right now. Yes, Catherine Tem-
pleton was a questionable choice
three years ago as DHEC chief,
but she turned out to do a pass-
ing job. Yes, Lillian Koller turned
out to be an awful choice to lead
the Department of Social Servic-

es, but she looked like a good
choice on paper; indeed, the gov-
ernor could have been excused
for that fiasco if not for the fact
that she stuck by Ms. Koller long
past the point where everyone
recognized she was driving the
agency into the ground. Yes,
James Etter whistled while his
Revenue Department held its IT
security position vacant and
hackers stole our Social Security
numbers, but there was nothing
about him that could have made
a reasonable person think that
would happen, and the governor
did get rid of him fairly quickly.

But the only thing in this world
that Ms. Kitzman had to recom-
mend her for the DHEC post was
her pal Nikki Haley, who pre-
sumably felt indebted to Ms.
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Kitzman for helping her realize
that her calling was in politics.
And there was so much to rec-
ommend against Ms. Kitzman
beyond her utter unfamiliarity
with anything the agency does:
for starters, eight jobs in five
years, being forced out of two of
them, one because Texas Repub-
licans worried that she was too
pro-business and anti-consumer.
And really, how anti-consumer
do you have to be to make Texas
Republicans queasy?

Gov. Mark Sanford set back
the cause of giving more control
of the executive branch of gov-
ernment to the government’s
chief executive by ... being Mark
Sanford. Gov. Haley risks setting
it back by making and standing
by bad appointments.

A place to start

A few minutes after my con-

Cindi Ross
Scoppe

Associate
Editor

67012-03-03_18003.pdf

versation with Sen. Courson,
Sen. Joel Lourie came out to the

Senate antechamber to tell me
how much he enjoyed my col-
umn that morning about the
problems with Ms. Kitzman, to
tell me about more problems
that would have come out had
she not withdrawn, to remind me
that he had voted against con-
firming Ms. Templeton and note
that she wasn’t as bad as he ex-
pected — and to tell me that the
governor had made an excellent
choice in naming Susan Alford
to replace Ms. Koller at Social
Services.

Sen. Lourie, who served with
Sens. Tom Young and Katrina
Shealy on the panel that forced
Ms. Koller out, recounted the
moment Ms. Alford won him ov-
er: When he asked her why she
was the right person for the job,
she told him she was surprised
by the governor’s offer. Then she

Publication Date: 03/03/2015 Page Number: 18

went home and read the brutal
Legislative Audit Council report
on the agency, and the more she
read, she told him, the angrier
she became. And when she said
that, Sen. Lourie was sold, be-
cause he was convinced that
what the agency needed was a
director who was as passionate
and as angry about its failures as
he and Sens. Young and Shealy
were.

If Gov. Haley wants to con-
vince the Legislature to give
more power to governors, she
needs to win legislators’ trust,
and there’s a pretty straightfor-
ward first step, starting with the
next DHEC chief: Stop appoint-
ing Eleanor Kitzmans, and focus
all of her energy on finding more
Susan Alfords.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771-8571.
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Haley's on a mystery tour for economic development
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Haley’s on a mystery tour
for economic development

BY CYNTHIA ROLDAN

and JOEL MILLMAN
croldan@postandcourier.com
jmillman@postandcourier.com

COLUMBIA — Three
months after leading a large
state delegation to her parents’
native country of India to court
businesses, Gov. Nikki Haley
is again out of town on an eco-
nomic development trip.

The trip will last through
Wednesday, said spokesman
Rob Godfrey, but the destina-
tion or destinations and who
the governor and Secretary
of Commerce Bobby Hitt are
meeting with is classified, at
least for now.

“Governor Haley’s highest
priority since taking office has
been bringing jobs to every
part of our state, and, to that
end, the governor and Com-
merce officials are traveling on
an economic development mis-
sion,” Godfrey said Monday in
a written statement. “Due to
the competitive nature of eco-
nomic development, ongoing
projects are confidential, but
we will release details of the
governor’s trip, including the
costs of travel, as soon as we
are able to, just as we have each
time the governor has traveled
on an economic development
mission.”

Haley’s last economic devel-
opment trip was in November
to India, a 10-day excursion on
which she was accompanied by
her husband, Michael Haley,

and an 18-member delegation.
The state Commerce Depart-
ment spent $51,500 on the trip,
which so far has produced no
job announcements.

Hitt has said recruiting for-
eign com-
panies takes
time, and
15 potential
projects are
in the works.
Tl A follow-up
trip to Indiais
planned later
@l in the year, he

said.

While it’s
common for governors to per-
sonally court businesses over-
seas and in other states, not all
treat the trips with the same
secrecy as Haley’s office.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott re-
cently traveled to Philadelphia
in a well-publicized attempt to
entice Pennsylvania businesses
torelocate to the Sunshine State,
touting its weather, low taxes
and pro-development climate.

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence also
isn’t bashful about his interna-
tional travels in search of trade
agreements and jobs, although
his more recent economic de-
velopment trips, including one
late last year to Israel, have been
seen as burnishing his foreign
affairs credentials for a possible
presidential run.

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal
treated a recent economic de-
velopment trip the same as
Haley, refusing to reveal where

Haley

he was going. A headline in the
Washington Post read, “The
governor of Georgia is miss-
ing,” reminiscent of when for-
mer South Carolina Gov. and
now U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford left
the country to rendezvous with
his then-mistress in Argentina
and aides said he was hiking the
Appalachian Trail. Unnamed
sources later revealed Deal was
in the United Kingdom meet-
ing with Jaguar Land Rover of-
ficials about opening a plant in
his state.

In Haley’s case, negotiations
could be at a sensitive stage on
bringing a much-talked-about
Daimler AG plant to North
Charleston that would build
the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter
cargo van. Currently, Daimler
avoids stiff tariffs on imports
by partially disassembling the
vans and shipping the partssep-
arately to America, where they
are reassembled at the North
Charleston plant.

On Monday, sources close to
the deal told the Post and Cou-
rier that Daimler AG is set to
announce amajor expansion of
its North Charleston van plant
that will bring at least 1,200 jobs
to the region A news conference
has been scheduled for Friday.

Godfrey did notrespond tore-
quests for comment on whether
Haley’s economic development
tripand Daimler’s expected an-
nouncement are linked.

Reach Cynthia Roldan at
708-5891.
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Daimler plant expansion in works

BY JOHN P. McDERMOTT and DAVID WREN jmcdermott@postandcourier.com dwren@postandcourier.com

The Post and Courier

Sgt. Jasper zoning
may add to worries

Daimler plant expansion in works

Company is expected to announce
local van project creating 1,200 jobs

BY JOHN P. MCDERMOTT
and DAVID WREN
jmcdermott@postandcourier.com
dwren@postandcourier.com

Daimler AG is set to announce a ma-
jor expansion of its North Charleston

van plant that will bring at least 1,200
jobs to the region, The Post and Cou-
rier has learned.

An announcement is being sched-
uled for Friday morning at Daimler’s
plant in Palmetto Commerce Park.
North Charleston Mayor Keith Sum-

mey told City Council last week thathe
expected a major economic develop-
ment announcement on that day.
According to people familiar with
the deal, the company wants to start
making Mercedes-Benz Sprinter vans

from scratch at the local factory to

meet demand in North America.

Right now, to avoid stiff import tar-
iffs, the utility vans are made in Ger-
many, partially disassembled and then
shipped to North Charleston for reas-
sembly. A Daimler official said last fall
that the Sprinter’s popularity in North
America is making that process less
efficient.

“We can cover the growing demand
for large vans in the North American
market economically only if we pro-
duce the vehicles locally (in North

America),” Volker Mornhinweg, head
of Mercedes-Benz vans business, told

Reuters in October.

Daimler has been discussing the deal
with local officials under the code
name “Project Unicorn.”

The company said in a statement
Mondaythatit “does not comment on
any speculations about new locations
or expansions of existing plants as a
matter of principle.”

Please see DAIMLER, Page A4
Inside

Haley on mystery tour for
economic development, A4

Daimler expected to announce expansion

DAIMLER, from A1l

A spokeswoman for Marco
Wirtz, president and CEO of
the North Charleston plant, also
declined to comment.

Charleston County Council’s
Finance Committee last week
reviewed and approved an
incentive package for Project
Unicorn. It includes allowing
the companyto paya negotiated
fee instead of property taxes for
acertain period of time, usually
for at least 30 years. The county
also would provide special rev-
enue credits or bonds to help
offset the cost of project-related
infrastructure.

_ounty: Charleston
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The county has refused to re-
lease the documents related to
that approval, citing an exemp-
tion in the state’s Freedom of
Information Act.

Rob Godfrey, spokesman for
Gov. Nikki Haley, did not re-
spond to arequest for comment.
Haley is out of the country on
anunspecified economic devel-
opment trip, although it is not
clear whether that is related to
the Daimler announcement.

State Rep. Chip Limehouse,
R-Charleston, said a jobs an-
nouncement by Daimler would
be further evidence that South
Carolina “is emerging as one of
the nation’s leading automotive
states.”

Limehouse said he learned
about the announcement from
The Post and Courier buthasno
firsthand knowledge of Daim-
ler’s plans.

The Charleston region ishome
to more than 100 automotive
manufacturers and suppliers,
locally employing more than
6,500 workers at international

companies such as Daimler,
Robert Bosch, IFA Rotorion
North America and Cummins
Turbo Technologies, accord-
ing to Claire Gibbons with the
Charleston Regional Develop-
ment Alliance.

BMW is the state’s largest au-
tomotive manufacturer, with

more than 8,000 employees at
its Greer plant.

The Daimler plant in North
Charleston employs about
100 workers, according to the
company’s website. Daimler
arrived in North Charleston in
2006 and created Daimler Vans
Manufacturing the following
year. It started reassembling the
Mercedes-Benz Sprinterin 2010.

Georgia also was competing
for the Daimler project, accord-
ing to media outlets in Atlanta.

North America has become
the No. 2 market for the Sprint-
er, with about 26,000 unit sales
last yearThe vehicle, which ac-
counts for almost two-thirds of
Daimler’s van sales worldwide,

Page: 1
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is so popular that Daimler add-
ed a second shift at its North
Charleston plant to handle de-
mand. Its chief competitors are
Ford’s E-Series and Transit and
Chevrolet Express.

The Sprinter is available on

the U.S. market as a panel van,
crew bus and chassis in several
variants with three lengths and
roof heights, with six-cylinder
diesel or gasoline engines. The
Sprinter has been assembled and
sold in the United States since

2001.

The German automaker also
has announced that it will re-
assemble a second vehicle —
known overseas as the Vito but
to be sold under the name Me-
tris in the U.S. and Canada —
this year in North Charleston.

FILE/LEROY BURNELL/STAFF

Daimler AG wants to start manufacturing Mercedes-Benz
Sprinter vans from scratch at its North Charleston plant to
meet demand in North America.

_ounty: Charleston
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The vehicle is a midsize cargo
van.

Warren Wise of
The Post and Courier
contributed to this
report.
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User tax, that’s all

It astounds me how Gov.
Nikki Haley and the Legis-
lature can dance around the
mulberry tree forever, rather
than to come up with a true
user tax that is meant to be
just that, nothing else.

The more you use our
highways and bridges, the
more you should pay in state
gasoline taxes, whether a
resident of South Carolina or
not, without our Legislature’s
meddling.

The revenue is to pay for
ongoing maintenance of these
roads and bridges, adjust-
able with the rate of inflation,
documented nationally by
federal entities. It is, however,
still insufficient.

The debate on this issue

wastes an enormous amount
of time and gasoline income.
It also compels a solution for
mass transit.

The Berkeley-Charleston-
Dorchester Council of Gov-
ernments isn’t up to the task.

Gov. Haley can see that
South Carolina pays for com-
petent consultants to come up
with cost estimates for future
approaches.

We can’t afford non-
performing bureaucrats any
longer.

Do you remember the debate
about S.C. tobacco taxes?

There were no adjustments
for 18 years, inducing people
to illegally load 18-wheelers
with cheap cigarettes to sell on
the black market elsewhere,
with our Legislature’s bless-
ing.

AUVO KEMPPINEN
Lake Moultrie Drive
Bonneau

_ounty: Charleston
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Stop stalling real ethics reform

ifferent S.C. state senators give

different reasons for opposing

a bill to clean up the way ethics

complaints against elected offi-
cials are handled.

None of those reasons is adequate, and Gov.
Nikki Haleyand House Speaker Jay Lucas are
tobe commended for pushing senators toward
reform. The facts are on their side.

One reason senators have given is that re-
form isn’t necessary. They point to the case
of Robert Ford, who resigned from the Senate
after being charged with ethics violations, as
an indication that the present law works just
fine.

But Mr. Ford’s ethics problems existed long
before the Senate took action — indicating
the need for a tougher law.

Some senators say voters don’t care about
ethics reform. But how many voters really
don’t care if elected officials are corrupt?

Some senators say ethics reform is less im-
portant than finding ways to fix the state’s
inadequate roads and bridges.

Well then, senators shouldn’t spend any
more time than necessary on it.

The House has passed a fine ethics bill. And
Senate Judiciary Chairman Larry Martin, R-
Pickens, has proposed a fine ethics bill for
the Senate.

Instead of dickering, just revive the bill
and approve it. Then move on to roads and
bridges.

The sticking point in the Senate has been
the investigation of members. Sen. Martin’s
bill calls for the State Ethics Commission to
take the lead, its members to include four ap-
pointed by the governor, four by the Legisla-
ture and four by the Supreme Court.

The commission also has the benefit of
staff members who are SLED-certified and
trained to do investigations, which can be

complicated and protracted.

Any move to water down the independent
investigation provision — as was offered by
Sen. Luke Rankin, R-Conway — is unaccept-
able. Indeed, it was Mr. Rankin’s amendment
that contributed to Mr. Martin’s bill failing by
a 24-19 vote. In the end, the question is still
whether senators think it’s wise to let the fox
keep guarding the henhouse.

Sen. Hugh Leatherman, R-Florence, op-
posed Mr. Martin’s bill, saying it’s the House
that has trouble self-policing, not the Senate.
And House Speaker Bobby Harrell did resign
last year and plead guilty to misusing cam-
paign funds for personal expenses.

But if the Senate doesn’t pass legislation to
fix it, the House will have no choice but to
continue to operate as it does now.

Meanwhile, the more the Senate blocks eth-
ics reform, the more people will ask, “What
do these senators have to hide?”

Certainly those senators who act with in-
tegrity — presumably the vast majority —
should be particularly eager for Mr. Martin’s
bill to pass. They do not deserve to live under
the shadow of public suspicion that comes
with the present law.

Of course, the manner of investigating eth-
ics complaints is not the only point of reform.
The public should know where their elected
officials get their money, including money
through political action committees (PACs).

South Carolina indeed has major problems
to solve beyond ethics reform. And our the
state needs insightful men and women to
make well-informed decisions on such sig-
nificant issues.

But effective ethics reform is a serious con-
cern, too — and can help assure that those
calls are being made for the right reasons.

The House has done its job on that front.

Now it’s the Senate’s turn.
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Shark Tooth Fairy gets permit warning

By ERIN MOODY
emoody@beaufortgazette.com
843-706-8184

Shark Tooth Fairy Mike Harris, who
puts on popular fossil hunts that are
free for children, says he’s in danger
of losing the permit that allows him to
dive for teeth and other fossils.

“Istarted doing these events because
it was fun, and as it grew; it seems like
I have more hoops to jump through
to keep it going,” Harris said. “I don’t

understand why anyone would want
to get in the way of such a great family

educational event.”

A petition asking Gov. Nikki Haley
to intervene has also gained more than
790 signatures as of 9 p.m. Monday.

Vanessa Collins of Okatie said she
has been taking her 6-year-old son,
Nathan, to hunts for the past year, and
helovesthem somuchhe wantstobea
paleontologist and study fossils.

“Ireally hope that he can keep going

and continue to do what he’s doing,”

South Carolina officials respond that
Harris and 500-plus other hobby divers
arerequired to record and report what
they find.

Dave Cicimurri, curator of natural
history for the South Carolina State
Museum, has informed Harris via email
that all his reports have been missing
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details, or missing entirely.

He said Monday he’s worked
with other hobby divers who
have not submitted reports —in
some cases for years — and has
generally been able to solve the
problems by using photos or
other documentation to cobble
together approximate reports.

“I don’t want anyone to lose
their license because of not
reporting,” Cicimurri said. “I
just need something to say, ‘Oh,
yeah, I did dive, this is what [
found. ... If they go back in and
grab photos off of Facebook, I'd
even accept those.”

Cicimurr?’s email and voice-
mail have been flooded with
messages about Harris since the
petition started. In response to
comments about “bureaucrat-
ic red tape,” he said he doesn’t
make the rules. The reports are

County: Beaufort
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Collins said.

necessary for documenting and
learning about South Carolina’s
history, he said.

Nate Fulmer, underwater
archaeologist with the S.C. In-
stitute of Archaeology and An-
thropology, said Monday that
privacy laws restrict him from
discussing specific permits.

However, “I've seen the sub-
missions in question here,and I
can say that if any licensee sent
us an artifact report that said, 1
collected a lot of artifacts and
gave them to kids; it would be
rejected because that doesn’t
tell us how many, what kind,
or when and where the items
were collected,” Fulmer said in
an email to Harris.

Emailsbetween Harris, Fulmer
and Cicimurri show an ongoing
conversation about reporting
requirements and issues.

According to the emails, Har-
ris received a two-year permit

Aug. 15, 2013. According to an
email from Fulmer, the miss-
ing and incomplete reports
must be submitted by March 31
and approved by Cicimurri by
April10, or SCIAA will move to
revoke the license.

Harris said he cannot com-
ply with the reporting require-
mentsbecause he lives on aboat
and his only Internet access is
his smartphone. Harris invited
Cicimurri, via email, to track
his findings via photos posted
to Facebook.

Fulmer suggested in his
emails that Cicimurri could be
flexible and work with Harris
on the reporting requirements.
Officially, reports are expected
to be filed for each dive and
show what was collected and
where. Hobby divers do not
have to give their finds to the
state, but the data are used for
research, Fulmer said.

“In general, I can say we have
over 500 cooperative partici-
pants in this program, and they
have led to some of the greatest
findsin the state in the last sev-
eral years,” Fulmer said.

Harris, however, sees some
of the reporting as unneces-
sary, such as GPS coordinates
for dive locations. Fulmer clari-
fied that GPS coordinates are
not required, but a description
of the area is, and many divers
use coordinates because they
find them easier.

“The (purpose) of the fossil re-
portsis for the museumto learn
something new,” Harris said.
“There is nothing new about
sharkteeth. Scientists have been
studying them for years.”

Follow reporter Erin Moody
at twitter.com/IPBG_Erin.
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Shark Tooth Fairy
Mike Harris and his
supporters are cir-
culating a petition
to stop the revoca-
tion of his hobby
diver permit. The
state says divers
must report what
they find and where
they find it. The
state says Harris has
failed to fill out the
proper paperwork.
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Walker’s S.C. trip

includes Rock Hill

MADISON, Wis. Repub-
lican Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Walker is making his first
trip to early primary state
South Carolina later this
month, and a Rock Hill stop
is included in his plans.

The South Carolina
Republican Party an-
nounced Monday that
Walker plans to attend
fundraisers in four cities on
March 19 and 20.

Walker has been taking
significant steps toward a
likely presidential run.

Walker’s South Carolina
itinerary includes a lunch
in Columbia, a barbecue
dinner in Greenville, a
breakfast in Rock Hill and a

lunch in Charleston. He’s
also expected to meet with
Republican Gov. Nikki

Haley.
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