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Editorial

Put a lid on nuclear dumping

en it comes to nuclear

waste, it’s perfectly all

right to be a NIMBY

in South Carolina. In-

deed, people trying to stop additional

radioactive waste from being dumped

in Barnwell County should wear the
label proudly.

South Carolina waged a battle for
more than three decades before suc-
ceeding in limiting waste stored at the
dump. Before 2008, waste came from
all over the country. Then South Caro-
lina finally gained permission to accept
only waste from South Carolina, Con-
necticut and New Jersey.

This is not an area to encourage
growth, whatever the monetary “re-
wards.” Any supposed benefit would
be offset by potential long-term hazards.

Already EnergySolutions, the Utah-
based company that operates the Barn-
well dump, is under a court order to
address radiation leaking into drinking
water supplies for Hilton Head.

Gov. Nikki Haley, who typicallyleans
toward business growth, has wisely
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taken the other side in this issue and
is standing in opposition to the plan
and in favor of the environment.

Mrs. Haley said EnergySolutions
has been contacting lawmakers and
her staff to pitch the idea of sending
low-level radioactive waste to Utah and
accepting hotter waste here instead.

And they think this would be some-
how appealing?

Just ask the people of Barnwell Coun-
ty who live near Mary’s Branch Creek
what they think of that idea. The area
is offlimits to fishing, hunting, swim-
ming and irrigation because of high
levels of tritium that has leaked from
the landfill. But there’s no stopping the
creek from feeding into the Savannah
River.

No bill has yet been introduced this
year to consider changes in the Barn-
well protocol, but Sen. Brad Hutto,
D-Orangeburg, left that door open by
saying he thinks questions regarding
the dump should be reviewed “from
time to time.”

Early on, the 1971-built dump buried

the equivalent of more than 40 tractor-
trailers full of radioactive trash from 39
states on the site. Protective clothing,
tools, cleaning rags, lab equipmentand
equipment used to treat cancer patients
were stored in steel containers, put in
concrete vaults and buried in trenches.

Even if the plan being pitched does
not expand the storage site in Barnwell,
it increases the number of states that
are allowed to send waste to Barnwell,
and it intensifies the toxic nature of the
waste.

South Carolina legislators and the
governor should continue to hold the
line on dumping at Barnwell. The hard-
fought agreement for the three-state
compact stopped the flood of waste
to South Carolina while maintaining
needed waste capacity for this state’s
hospitals.

It doesn’t allow the waste site to maxi-
mize the return on its operation, but it
has been of benefit to South Carolina.
Barnwell shouldn’t again become the
nation’s favored site for nuclear waste
disposal.
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Waste is secured inside steel drums, encased in concrete vaults in a trench at EnergySolutions in Barnwell.
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NUCLEAR WASTE DUMP

Haley opposes
reopening Barnwell

‘We don’t want to sell our soul for jobs and money’

By SAMMY FRETWELL
sfretwell@thestate.com

Gov. Nikki Haley said Thurs-
day she opposes reopening the
Barnwell County low-level nu-
clear waste dump
because burying
radioactive  gar-
bage from across
the country isn’t
the kind of legacy
South  Carolina
wants to continue.

While the land-
fill’s operators say
opening the dump
to the nation would be good for
the economy and create jobs, Ha-
ley said the 235-acre burial
ground presents potential long-

Haley

term problems for South Caroli-
na. Pollution leaks were first de-

tected beneath the dump in 1978,
seven years after it opened.

“We don’'t want to sell our soul
for jobs and money,” Haley said
at a news conference. The gover-
nor said the state has other prior-
ities it needs to work on and “tak-
ing in other states’ nuclear waste
is not one of them.”

The governor has pushed a
jobs agenda since her election in
2010 and has been quick to op-
pose environmental regulations
she said could hurt the state’s
economy. But she said quality of
life issues matter in balancing
jobs with the environment.

SEE BARNWELL PAGE A8
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Haley’s comments
Thursday, the first she has
made in the growing Barn-
well debate, severely dam-
age chancesthatabill tore-
open the site would pass

the Legislature this year,
several lawmakers said.
No legislation has been in-
troduced but is expected to
be filed this spring.

The governor’s position
also echoes that of the
state’s past two governors,
&Democrat Jim Hodges and

67012-03-20_3002.pdf

Republican Mark Sanford,

who both opposed keeping
the Barnwell dump opento
the nation. Hodges engi-
neered an agreement in
2000 that excluded use of
the landfill to all states ex-
cept for South Carolina,
Connecticut and New Jer-
sey. The landfill today is
open to dispose of old nu-

clear reactor parts and oth-
er low-level radioactive
trash, mostly from power
plants in the three states.
Sanford opposed efforts in

2007 to delay closing of the
landfill to all other states. It
has been open to only the
three states since 2008.

Haley said her chief of
staff was approached by
representatives of Energy
Solutions, a Utah corpora-
tion, about a month to six
weeks ago about its plan.
The company, the parent
corporation of longtime
Barnwell site operator
Chem-Nuclear, also is
making the rounds in the
Legislature.

The company’s plan is to

send some less radioactive
waste now destined for
Barnwell County to asitein
Utah. In exchange, waste
that is more radioactive
would be brought to Barn-
well County from states
now barred from using the
dump. The idea is to raise
revenue. It is more expen-
sive for nuclear power
plants that generate atomic
trash to dispose of low-lev-
el waste with higher levels
of radioactivity.

But Haley said the idea
isn't worth the risk. Leaks

Page: 1
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from the landfill “are all the
more reason why we don’t
want to take a chance of in-
creasing that hazard,” Ha-
ley said.

“I'm not willing to go and
take in nuclear waste that
our kids and grandkids are
going to have to deal with,”
she said. “We don’t want to
go and see more of what we
think could be hazardous
coming to South Carolina

in a time when we are do-
ing so well.”

Democratic Sen. Brad
Hutto, the chief proponent
of reopening Barnwell,
contends the site will be
managed for decades to
protect the environment
from the most radioactive
kind of waste. He empha-
sized that the plan doesn’t
include bringing in more
waste or expanding the
site. The dump today is
about 87 percent full.

Since the site already is
open to South Carolina,
Connecticut and New Jer-
sey, allowing other states to
use it should be considered
to raise revenues, said Hut-
to, an Orangeburg resident
whose Senate district in-
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cludes the dump.

“It’s there, we are moni-
toring it for the long term,
it’s going to continue to op-
erate, it’s going to continue
until it fills up,” Hutto said.
“Nothing about what (the
governor) is saying is go-
ing to affect the children of
South Carolina. She’s cer-
tainly entitled to her opin-
ion. It just seems to me that
everybody is kind of get-
ting the cart before the
horse. We haven’t even put
the proposal out there yet.”

Energy Solutions
spokesman Mark Walker
said the company was “dis-
appointed in the gover-
nor’s comments,” but
would continue to work
with the state to “ensure
the long-term viability” of
the landfill.

Barnwell County’s un-
lined dump has leaked ra-
dioactive  tritium into
groundwater and into a

tributary of the Savannah
River, a drinking water
source for Hilton Head Is-
land and other communi-
ties downstream. The
44-year-old dump’s oper-
ators say it is safe, but triti-

Haleyopposes reopeningBarnwell
By SAMMYFRETWELL sfretwell@thestate.com
70.37 square inch

um continues to show up at
elevated levels in ground-
water 37 years after leaks
were first detected in the
wetlands-filled area of
western South Carolina.
Last year, the S.C. Court of
Appeals ordered the land-
fill’s operator to develop a
plan to limit radioactive
pollution.

The atomic waste dump
generates fewer than 100
jobs. It has been a fixture in
the community of Snelling
since opening in 1971.

At its peak, the landfill
brought in more than 2 mil-
lion cubic feet of atomic
garbage, or about three-
fourths of the nation’s low-
level waste. Since it closed
to the nation in 2008, the
site is burying about 3,600
cubic feet of waste from the
three states that still use it,
according to the S.C. De-
partment of Health and En-
vironmental Control. To-
day, much of the nation’s
low-level waste goes to
landfills in arid parts of
Texas and Utah.

Low-level nuclear waste
is a type of radioactive gar-
bage that isn't as danger-
ous as high-level waste, the

most deadly form of atomic
garbage. But low-level
waste still can be hazard-
ous, particularly certain
classes that include resins
and nuclear reactor parts
containing higher amounts
of radioactivity.

Pickens Republican Rep.
David Hiott, who is chair-
man of the House commit-
tee that reviews most envi-
ronmental bills, and Sen.
Harvey Peeler, one of the
upper chamber’s ranking
members, said the bill has
an uphill climb now that
the governor has said she’s
against reopening the site.

“For the governor to
come out this strong, this
early like that, should tell
you” its chances of passing
are poor, said Republican
Peeler, a Haley ally from
Gaffney.

Columbia Democratic
Sen. Darrell Jackson, a
critic of Haley’s, said he
doubts there would be
enough votes in the Senate
to override any veto she
might cast if a bill made it
through the Legislature.

“I'm glad to see that she
said that,” Jackson said.
“It’s the right thing.”

Page: 2
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WalkerbackinS.C. asaGOPfront-runner
ByANDREWSHAIN ashain@thestate.com

2016 PRESIDENTIAL RACE

Walker back in S.C.

Walker back in S.C.

as a GOP front-runner

as a GOP front-runner

Presidential hopeful
and friend of Gov.
Haley on a two-day

blitz of the state
By ANDREW SHAIN

ashain@thestate.com

Scott Walker is not as fam-
iliar to South Carolinians as
other 2016 Republican presi-
dential hopefuls. But the Wis-
consin governor’s newness
could prove to be part of his
appeal.

“He’s fresh,” retired ac-
countant Bruce Thomas said
before heading into Walker’s
speech Thursday in Colum-
bia. “He’s not part of the
Washington establishment. ...
I'm not going to waste my
vote this time.”

Walker, who launched a
two-day blitz of the state

Thursday, is making the most
of his first S.C. visit since
2013. Walker is hitting all four
of the state’s major television
markets: Columbia, Green-
ville, Charleston and Rock
Hill, part of the Charlotte
market.

On Thursday, Walker at-
tracted a group of more than
125 who paid $50 to $1,000
each to eat lunch at a Colum-
bia hotel and hear Walker,

who is vying for top billing
among GOP White House
hopefuls with former Florida
Gov. Jeb Bush.

“I'would like to see an exec-
utive who has managed
things like a state” in the Oval
Office, said Columbia devel-
oper Don Tomlin.

Tomlin said he is undecided
but wanted to take stock of
Walker. Neither he nor Tho-
mas back a third Bush in the
White House.

Thomas blames Jeb Bush’s
brother, former President
George W. Bush, for the Great
Recession, saying he did not
pay attention to the economy.

Tomlin cites fatigue with
the Bush family, which al-
ready includes two presi-
dents. “The Republican Party
needs a new name at this
point.”

Walker has not formally an-
nounced his White House bid.
But his half-hour talk at an
S.C. Republican Party fund-
raiser Thursday sounded a lot

THESTATE.COM: Watch excerpts from Scott
Walker’s Columbia speech
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like the speeches he could
give before the February 2016
S.C. primary, the first in the
South and one of the earliest
in the primary cycle.

The governor, who last fall
won a second term, touted his

successes in Wisconsin, say-
ing he has lowered taxes and
unemployment, eliminated
the state’s budget deficit and
passed voter ID and right-to-
work laws. “I'm proud to say
that because of our reforms,
my state is better for my chil-
dren and their generation.”

Walker, the son of a Baptist
minister, received ovations
when he spoke about foreign
policy, an issue considered his
biggest weakness as a presi-
dential candidate.

“It bothers me ... that we’'ve
got apresident ... who draws a
line in the sand and allows
people to step over it,” Walker
said.

“We need a leader who will

SEE WALKER PAGE A9
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WALKER

Haley and Walker, a pair candidate.”
FROM PAGE A3 of 40-something governors ~ Haley toured a Colum-
look the American people elected in 2010, have devel- bia-area domestic violence
in the eye and say we will oped a friendship. She safe house Tuesday with
do whatever it takes to campaigned for Walker in Bush.
make sure radical Islamic Wisconsin in his 2012 re- Haley has said she will
terrorism doesnot washup call election, and he at- not endorse a Republican
on American soil. I'd rath- tended her 2013 re-election presidential candidate un-
er take the fight to them.” announcement in til closer to the February
After his speech, Walker Greenville. 2016 primary. She en-
met privately with Gov.  “God bless him, he’s had dorsed former Massachu-
Nikki Haley and S.C. GOP three elections in four setts Gov. Mitt Romney in
lawmakers. years,” Haley said, when 2012, who lost the S.C.
asked Thursday about GOP primary but won his
Walker. “He’s the ultimate party’s nomination.

GERRY MELENDEZ/GMELENDEZ@THESTATE.COM

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker speaks Thursday during a luncheon at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Columbia.
The luncheon attracted a group of more than 125 who paid $50 to $1,000 each.
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Walker back in S.C.
as a GOP front-runner

House budget chief floatsincome tax cut to pair with roads plan

By CASSIE COPE
ccope@thestate.com

House Ways and Means
chairman Brian White filed
a bill Thursday to cut in-
come taxes for the average
S.C.taxpayerby $48 ayear.

The move, designed to
appeal to Gov. Nikki Haley,
comes as S.C. House mem-

bers plannext week to start
debating competing road
repair plans, including one
pushed by Haley.

But the proposed in-
come tax cut might not be
enough for Haley, who has
said she wants to see a

“massive” cut in exchange
for raising gas taxes to pay
for road repairs.

House members defend-
ed White’s smaller tax cut
proposal as affordable.

White, R-Anderson, said
that if his tax cut proposal
can be married with a
House committee’s roads
bill, it could help pass the
roads bill, sponsored by
state Rep. Gary Simrill, R-
York.

White’s proposal would
adjust the state’stax brack-

ets over two years, result-
ing in a $51 million income
tax cut for taxpayers.
White’s proposal would
apply the state’s top-end 7
percent income tax on tax-
able income of more than
$16,350 a year, once
phased in. Now, the 7 per-

cent tax rate kicks in at
$14,700.

The average taxpayer
would get a $48 tax break
under White’s proposal.

Haley has proposed cut-
ting the state’s 7 percent

tax rate by 2 percentage
points. In exchange, she
proposed a
10-cent-a-gallon increase

to the state’s gas tax, add-
ing she would veto any tax
hike that was not offset by
a “massive” tax cut.

Critics say they are con-
cerned about the impact of
Haley’s tax cut proposal.

Haley says growth in the
state’s economy will offset

SEE TAXCUT PAGE A9

TAX CUT

FROM PAGE A3

the revenue lost by the state. But critics
say her plan would cut the state’s general
fund revenues by $1.8 billion a year in
2025, forcing cuts to services, including
education, public safety and mental
health.

“There’s a way to go about doing (a tax
cut) that you can ensure that you’re still
goingto be able to fund the state’s needs,”
White said.

Simrill and White’s proposals both will
be debated by separate House subcom-
mittees next Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the state Senate is working
on its own road repair proposals.

Sen. Ray Cleary, R-Georgetown, said
he plans to put several proposals into one
package to be considered by the Senate
Finance Committee next week.

Cleary said those proposals include:

B Increasing the state gas tax by 12 cents
a gallon over three years, and indexing
that increase to inflation. The increase
would be suspended if S.C.’s gas tax ever
rose above a neighboring state’s gas tax.
W Increasing thefees on driver’slicenses,
bought every 10 years, to $50 from $25.
B Levying an annual $60 fee on hybrid
vehicles and a $120 fee on alternative-fuel
vehicles.

B Increasing the state’s sales tax cap on

County: Richland
67012-03-20_3004.pdf

vehicles to $600 from $300; Simrill’s
House proposal would increase the cap to
$500.

At a news conference Thursday, Haley
said that Cleary’s plan includes “a whole
lot of tax increases.”

“We will let everything fall to the way-
side before we allow the people of South
Carolinatosee atax increase,” she added.

Haley also wants the state Transporta-
tion Department reformed, giving the
governor more control over the agency.

The Republican has said she could be
OK with Simrill’s House proposal to have
the governor appoint the Transportation
Department’s eight-member commis-
sion, which would select a Transportation
secretary. Seven of the commission’s
eight members now are elected by legisla-
tive delegations.

Cleary said his roads plan also will in-
clude a similar restructuring proposal.

Reach Cope at (803) 771-8657.

CUTTING S.C. INCOME TAXES

House Ways and Means chairman
Brian White, R-Anderson, filed a pro-
posal Thursday to cut income taxes for
S.C. taxpayers. But his proposed cuts

are far more modest than the “massive”
tax cuts that Republican Gov. Nikki
Haley has said she wants in exchange
for increasing the state’s gas tax.

HALEY’S TAX CUT

B The average taxpayer would get a
$623 tax break.

B An estimated 1 million S.C. residents
would get no break because they do not
earn enough to pay income taxes. How-
ever, they would have to pay higher gas
taxes.

B The wealthiest 379 S.C. taxpayers
would save $145,784 each in their in-
come taxes.

WHITE'S TAX CUT

B The average taxpayer would get a
$48 tax break.

B An estimated 1 million S.C. residents
would get no tax break because they do
not earn enough to pay income taxes.
However, they would have to pay the
higher gas taxes.

B The wealthiest 379 S.C. taxpayers
would save $48 each on their income
taxes.

SOURCE: S.C. Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office
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DSS: Lawsuit over

SCkids’ basic needs
should be dismissed

By MEG KINNARD
The Associated Press

COLUMBIA — State officials
want dismissal of a lawsuit ac-
cusing South Carolina’s child
welfare agency of endangering
children in its care, saying the
case is an attempt to force the
court system to get involved in
the agency’s funding.

“Plaintiffs’ claims are noth-
ing more than a veiled attempt
at asking this Court to instruct
the Governor and the Director
how to manage the Depart-
ment and to order the South
Carolina General Assembly to
allocate additional funds tothe
Department,” attorneys for the
Department of Social Services
wrote in court papers filed this
week.

Attorneys for director Su-
san Alford also said federal
courts have no jurisdiction
over the issues. The children
mentioned in the suit, they
noted, all have active family
court cases, and it’s there that
complaints should be handled.
In a separate filing, Gov. Nikki
Haley says she should be dis-
missed from the case because
she doesn’t oversee DSS and
only appoints its director.

Last year, two advocacy
groups — Children’s Rights

and the South Carolina Ap-
pleseed Legal Justice Center
— sued DSS and Haley, saying
the agency failed to provide 11
children with basic health care
and the right kind of attention.

Onel6-year-old girlhasbeen
through at least a dozen place-
ments in about eight years,
according to the lawsuit, and
was told by a caseworker that
she was in a group facility be-
cause the agency didn’t have
enough foster homes. Other
children were reportedly de-
nied necessary therapy for

months, abused by caretakers
and kept from siblings also in
the system.

According to the lawsuit,
South Carolina’s caseloads can
be two or three times those of
national and state standards,
with some caseworkers having
60 or 70 children at a time.

The lawsuit echoed findings
inan October Legislative Audit
Council report, which said DSS
relied heavily on unreliable
data, failed to request extra
money and ignored growing
problems. The audit also said
the agency didn’t do enoughto
ensure children are placed in

safe homes.

The audit also found DSS
failed to properly investigate
abuse allegations and child
deaths. DSS said last fall it was
aware of problems and wel-
comed any help it can get.

Alford was easily confirmed
earlier this year to lead the
agency. Amid bipartisan calls
for her ousting, former direc-
tor Lillian Koller resigned last
year, insisting for years she
didn’t need additional money
Of manpowetr.

In this year’s budget request,
the agency had sought for its
child-welfare division money
for 277 additional employees
— 73 percent of them case-
workers and supervisors. It
also requested money for 35
additional vulnerable adult
caseworkers and 22 more
people to inspect daycare pro-
viders.

The House’s budget propos-
al, approved last week, pays for
less than half the requested ad-
ditional child-welfare workers.
The House plan instead funds
120 caseworkers total, as well
as the 22 daycare inspectors.
But the proposal doubles em-
ployees’ pay raises.

Page: 1
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DSS wants suit on
kids’ needs tossed

BY MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — State officials
want dismissal of a lawsuit ac-
cusing South Carolina’s child
welfare agency of endangering
children in its care, saying the
case is an attempt to force the
court system to get involved in
the agency’s funding.

“Plaintiffs’ claims are noth-
ing more than a veiled attempt
at asking this Court to instruct
the Governor and the Director
how to manage the Department
and to order the South Carolina
General Assembly to allocate
additional funds to the Depart-
ment,” attorneys for the Depart-
ment of Social Services wrote in
court papers filed this week.

Attorneys for director Susan
Alford also said federal courts
have no jurisdiction over the is-
sues. The children mentioned
in the suit, they noted, all have
active family court cases, and
it’s there that complaints should
be handled. In a separate fil-
ing, Gov. Nikki Haley says she
should be dismissed from the
case because she doesn’t over-
see DSS and only appoints its
director.

Last year, two advocacy
groups — Children’s Rights
and the South Carolina Ap-
pleseed Legal Justice Center
— sued DSS and Haley, saying
the agency failed to provide 11
children with basic health care

and the right kind of attention.
One 16-year-old girl has been
through at least a dozen place-
ments in about eight years, ac-
cording to the lawsuit, and was
told by a caseworker that she
was in a group facility because
the agency didn’t have enough
foster homes. Other children
were reportedly denied nec-
essary therapy for months,
abused by caretakers and kept
from siblings also in the system.
According to the lawsuit,
South Carolina’s caseloads can
be two or three times those of
national and state standards,
with some caseworkers having
60 or 70 children at a time.
The lawsuit echoed findings
inan October Legislative Audit
Council report, which said DSS
relied heavily on unreliable da-
ta, failed to request extramoney
and ignored growing problems.
The audit also said the agency
didn’tdo enoughto ensure chil-
dren are placed in safe homes.
The audit also found DSS
failed to properly investigate
abuse allegations and child
deaths. DSS said last fall it was
aware of problems and wel-
comed any help it can get.
Alford was easily confirmed
earlier this year to lead the
agency. Amid bipartisan calls
for her ousting, former direc-
tor Lillian Koller resigned last
year, insisting for years she
didn’t need additional money
Of manpower.
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Walker avoids union talk

Wis. governor, presidential hopeful quiet on Boeing issue at fundraiser

BY SCHUYLER KROPF
skropf@postandcourier.com

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker
avoided openly bashing unions
during his first appearance in
Charleston asa White House hope-
ful, commenting on the Air Force
C-17 cargo planes he saw while fly-
inginrather than the labor dispute
at Boeing’s assembly plant.

“For me, one of the most impor-
tant parts of my job as a governor
is I'm commander-in-chief” of
Wisconsin’s Air and Army Na-
tional Guard, he told 300 people
at a Republican Party fundraiser

at the Francis Marion Hotel while
praising military veterans.
During his 25-minute address,
Walker lightly referenced the is-
sue that has made him a national

lightning rod: weakening unions in
the Dairy State. He said the word
“union” only twice as he mentioned

limiting teacher tenure and signing
legislation that made Wisconsin
the 25th “right-to-work” state.
Walker, considered a top-tier
competitor in the 2016 Republi-

can field, used most of his talk to
make an opening pitch to Low-
country Republicans. He covered
hisaccomplishments in Wisconsin

Please see WALKER, Page A6
*# Palmetto Politics

For more political coverage,
information on the Palmetto
Politics app or to sign up for our
newsletter, go to palmetto
politics.com.

Walker avoids Boeing union issue at fundraiser

WALKER, from Al

throwing afewbarbs at Democrats na-
tionally, including Hillary Clinton and
President Barack Obama.

“I think they believe the way you
grow the economy is by growing
Washington,” he said to applause.

He also set out his foreign policy,
calling for more open U.S. support
for Israel and taking on international
terrorism.

“We need a commander-in-chief in
this country who will stand up and,
once and for all, say that radical Is-
lamic terrorism is a threat to us in the
world and we need to acton it,” he said.

Walker visited Charleston on the sec-
ond day of a two-day swing through
South Carolina, which holds an early
primary next year. He spent Thursday
inthe Upstate and Columbia, where he
was joined by Gov. Nikki Haley, a close
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political ally. His last visit to the state
was in August 2013 at her re-election
kickoft.

Walker’s Charleston visit did not go
unnoticed by organized labor. A small
group of about 20 protesters lined up
outside the hotel during his talk, which
comes as Boeing production workers
at the North Charleston plant may
soon decide whether they will be rep-
resented by the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers.

“We stand here with our brothers
and sisters across the country on this
assault against unions,” said Donna
DeWitt, president emeritus of the
American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Organizations
in South Carolina.

South Carolina has one of the low-
est levels of union membership in the
country and many believe the fight
to unionize the Boeing plant is a long

shot.

Inside the hotel, Walker faced only a

friendly audience, which had paid at
least $50 a plate to attend.

“I think he’s probably one of the best
governors in the United States,” said
Brian Kelley, of Summerville, who said

Walker was well-positioned to use his
skills in the White House.

But Kelley wasn’t ready to commit.
“I think there’s an embarrassment of
riches” of Republicans to pick from

this year, he said.

Later in the evening, Walker was
scheduled to speak to a National
Rifle Association gathering in down-
town Charleston that was closed to

the media. During his afternoon talk,
Walker noted that he signed two pieces
of pro-Second Amendment legislation
as governor: a concealed weapons bill
and recognition of the castle doctrine.
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GRACE BEAHM/STAFF
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker greets Diane Moreno of Bluffton at a fundraising luncheon Friday at the Francis Marion Hotel.
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GRACE BEAHM/STAFF
Protesters gathered on King Street outside the Francis Marion Hotel where presidential hopeful Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker spoke at a Repub-
lican fundraising luncheon Friday.
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Efforts to reverse nuclear

waste deal disappoint Hodges

BY TIM O’'BRIANT
tobriant@aikenstandard.com

COLUMBIA — Despite the
failure of his 2002 threats to
“lie down in the road” and
block federal shipments of
plutonium bound for the
Savannah River Site, former
Gov. Jim Hodges did succeed
in closing a Barnwell nuclear
waste dump to the nation — a
feat that had eluded a number
of his predecessors.

A proposal from the company
that operates the state-owned
Barnwell low-level radioactive
dump under lease would re-
verse the work of the Hodges
administration to form the
Atlantic Compact. That agree-
ment limited the states from
which the dump would accept
waste and spread the costs of
operating the facility among
the three member states: New
Jersey, Connecticut and South
Carolina. Before that, the Barn-
well facility was one of just three
commercial nuclear dumps in
the nation and the only one east
of the Mississippi River.

“I don’t know how many
times we have to fight this bat-
tle,” Hodges said Wednesday
in an interview with the Aiken
Standard. “In mylegislative ca-
reer, which spanned from 1986
to 1999 and four years as gov-
ernor, we dealt with this issue
three or four times. We finally
reached a long-term solution.”

EnergySolutions, which op-
erates the landfill under the
name Chem-Nuclear, recently
launched a statewide public re-
lations effort that included tele-
vision and online commercials.
The effort’s website, truth-
aboutbarnwell.com, features
information about the waste
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site along with testimonials of

support from Barnwell-area
economic development officials
and residents.

After the launch of that cam-
paign, S.C. Sen. Brad Hutto,
D-Orangeburg, whose district
includes portions of Allendale,
Bamberg, Barnwell, Colleton,
Hampton and Orangeburg
counties, began discussing pro-
posed legislation to change the
way the dump operates.

According to media reports,
Hutto’s suggestion was to open
the dump to higher-level waste
from around the nation so
Chem-Nuclear could charge
higher rates and thereby help
pay for ongoing environmental
management at the aging site.

Opened in 1969, the 235-acre
facility holds 28 million cubic
feet of material and has a his-
tory of leaching tritium — a
radioactive form of hydrogen
— into nearby tributaries of
the Savannah River.

No bill has been filed, and
Hutto has not responded to
requests for an interview after
editorials from newspapers
around the state panned his
suggestion.

In 1999, Hutto, then a fresh-
man senator, was a member of
the Nuclear Waste Task Force
assembled by Hodges that
recommended the Atlantic
Compact and the closing of
the dump to shipments from
outside states.

“I'm disappointed that what
I thought was good-faith bar-
gaining, apparently, is being
revisited,” Hodges said. “Some
memories may be dimming,

but I remember it all pretty
well.”

Hodges said he found the
pro-environment reasoning
being offered for the expan-
sion of the waste stream 15

years later comical.

“Using a pro-environmental
argument for taking higher-
level waste to pay for environ-
mental degradation that’s taken
place there over time — that’s
pretty unique and creative. 'm
going to give them an ‘A’ for ef-
fort,” the former Democratic
governor said.

Hodges said he understands
the Barnwell communityis very
supportive of Chem-Nuclear,
largely because of the jobs and
money the facility has brought
to the area over the years. The
2000 Atlantic Compact legis-
lation recognized that, he said,
and provided for a “soft land-
ing” by allowing activity at the
facility to wind down over the
course of a decade.

“We need to show our resolve
as a state and remain commit-
ted to a well thought-out plan
that all the players agreed to,”
he said. “The Barnwell com-
munity agreed on it, the state
of South Carolina agreed on it,

... (Chem-Nulear) agreed on it.”

Republican Gov. Nikki Hal-
ey echoed Hodges” sentiment
Thursday during a news con-
ference on the topic, saying “we
don’t sell our soul for jobs and
money.” Improving the state’s
environment and quality of life
is far more important, she said.

Hodges said he remains proud
of his efforts to defend the en-
vironment in South Carolina,

pointing out that he was right
on Barnwell and right when
he said plutonium that arrived
in the state over his objections
would be here long-term.
“Somebody predicted that
was going to happen in 2002.
...Ibelieve that wasme,” he said.
At the time, Hodges went so
far as to send state troopers
to the Savannah River Site, a

federal nuclear weapons in-
stallation, to stop any vehicles
carrying some 6.5 tons of plu-
tonium from the Department
of Energy’s closed Rocky Flats
site in Colorado. He never did
lie down in front of any trucks
after a federal court order re-
quired that he allow the ship-
ments into the state.

Federal officials said the ma-
terial would be converted at
SRS into fuel for nuclear reac-
tors. But Hodges had warned
that the conversion program
might never be funded and that
the plutonium might be stored
permanentlyin South Carolina.

While the mixed oxide, or
MOX, fuel facility designed
to reprocess the cache is now
under construction more than
a decade later, the project has
survived several congressional
attempts to cut or eliminate
funding for it and the pluto-
nium remains in storage at the
site.

“The Savannah River Site has
been ablessing for the region in
terms of the good work that is
provided for the people there,”
Hodges said. “But, at the same
time, we’ve borne our share, in
terms of the environment, on
dealing with issues there.”
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Haley tights plan for Barnwell nuclear dump

‘We don't sell our soul for jobs, money; she says of request to reopen to all states

BY CYNTHIA ROLDAN
croldan@postandcourier.com

COLUMBIA — Gov. Nikki
Haley, in a preemptive strike
aimed at heading off lobbying,
announced Thursday she oppos-
es letting a landfill in Barnwell
County resume storing low-level

radioactive waste from the entire
nation.

During a news conference at
the Statehouse, Haley said ex-
panding the intake at the nu-
clear waste site could harm the
quality of life in South Carolina
and would be a “huge step back-

wards” for the state.

“We don't sell our soul for jobs
and money,” Haley said. “I'm
not willing to go in and take in

nuclear waste that our kids and
grandkids are going to have to
deal with”

Haley said that her announce-
ment was in response to Utah-
based EnergySolutions con-
tacting lawmakers and her
staff about again letting every
state dump nuclear waste at

the landfill. A call placed to the
company’s spokesman was not
returned.

Since 2008, the landfill has
been closed to all states except
South Carolina, New Jersey and
Connecticut, and the companyis

Please see BARNWELL, Page A8

Inside

Former Gov. Hodges worried
about efforts to make S.C. a

dumping ground. A8

Poll
Should

pC

the state
allow a landfill in
Barnwell County
resume storing
low-level radioac-
tive waste from the
entire nation? Go to
postandcourier.
com/polls to vote.

Haley fights plan for Barnwell nuclear dump

BARNWELL, from Al

under a court order to address
radiation leaking into drinking
water supplies for Hilton Head.

“Now there’s an opportunity
that’s being presented in front
of the Legislature to be able
to take in more nuclear waste
from other states, and we just
want the Legislature to know
we don’t want to go in that di-
rection,” Haley said.

No bill has been introduced
this session that would reopen
the landfill to other states. Sen.
Brad Hutto, D-Orangeburg,
said there’s only been discus-
sion on the status of the site,
adding the state could benefit
from a change and opponents
“don’t even know what we’re
talking about yet.”

Hutto said there has been no
discussion on expanding the
waste-storage site, which has
about 13 percent capacity left.

“It’s going to be filled under
the current setup,” Hutto said.
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“The question is how we do that
and the timetable. I think that’s
something we should review
from time to time.”

According to a recent article
inthe Deseret News of Salt Lake
City, what could be under dis-
cussion is a plan to swap low-
level radioactive waste in return
for burying “hotter” waste at
the Barnwell site.

Under an arrangement being
shopped before S.C. legislators,
EnergySolutions would ship
low-level radioactive waste to
Utah that had been bound
for South Carolina. In return,
South Carolina would receive
the hotter waste for disposal,
generating more income for

state coffers, the newspaper
reported.

The Barnwell County dump
site is a 235-acre expanse that
opened in 1971 close to the
Georgia line. The equivalent
of more than 40 tractor-trailers
full of radioactive trash from
39 states was buried there each

year before South Carolina
lawmakers in 2000 ordered
the company to scale back be-
cause they no longer wanted the
state to be the nation’s dumping
ground.

Trash sent to Barnwell in-
cluded protective clothing and
gloves, tools, cleaning rags, lab
equipment, industrial measur-
ing devices and equipment used
to treat cancer patients. The
waste was stored in steel con-
tainers that were put in concrete
vaults and then buried in long
trenches.

Rep. Chip Limehouse, R-
Charleston, said he would file
legislation to prevent the site
from being opened to take in
thatamount of waste again. He
added that his main concern
would be the potential for pol-
lution of groundwater.

The S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control has been monitoring
trace amounts of tritium in
the groundwater south of the
Barnwell site since 1978. The

highest levels of tritium have

been found near Mary’s Branch
Creek, an area that’s off-limits
to drinking, fishing, hunting,
swimming and irrigation, but
feeds into the Savannah River.

“Thisisthelastthingweneed
for South Carolina,” Limehouse
said. “We're not the pay toilet
for the United States of Amer-
ica’s nuclear waste, and 'm go-
ing to be fighting it tooth and
nail because this is not good for
South Carolina.”

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report. Reach
Cynthia Roldan at 708-5891.
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Barnwell Co. landfill
Gov. Nikki Haley announced

she opposes letting a landfill in
Barnwell County store low-level
radivactive waste from the entire
nation.
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Gov. Haley says she’ll compromise on roads, but only so far

BY JEFFREY COLLINS
Associated Press

COLUMBIA — Gov. Nikki
Haley warned lawmakers
again Thursday that she won’t
approvejust any proposal to get
more money to fix South Caro-
linaroads. She said she will veto
any plan that doesn’t provide
some sort of tax cut.

“Theymight as well not waste
their time,” Haley said of any

plan that doesn’t have tax relief.
“We just won't go there at all.
We’ll let everything fall to the
wayside before we allow the
people of South Carolinato see
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atax increase.”

The governor also reiterated
at a news conference that she is
willing to compromise. In her
State of the State address Haley
suggested a 10-cent per gallon
increase in the gas tax, coupled
with a2 percentage point cutin

the state income tax rate. She
has said before she is willing to
adjust those numbers or look at
alternatives.

Both the House and Senate
are working on their own plans.
The version created by a special

House committee would keep
the gas tax the same, but start
charging sales tax on fuel and
combine that with an income
tax cut to raise about $400 mil-
lion extra a year. Haley’s plan

also has been introduced in the
House.

A Senate plan that made it
through Sen. Ray Cleary’s
roads subcommittee would
raise around $800 million in
new money for roads by raising
the gas tax by 10 cents and al-
lowing it to continueto increase
with inflation. It also raises the

sales tax cap on automobile
purchases from $300 to $1,400,
eliminates dozens of sales tax

exemptions and increases the
fees for car registrations and
drivers’ licenses.

The Department of Trans-
portation has said $400 mil-
lion would be enough money to
keep the roads in their current
condition, while closer to $1.5
billion is needed to get roads to
good condition by 2040.

Cleary’s plan would eliminate
the income tax on small busi-
nesses.
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