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REMARKS BY GOVERNOR JAMES B. EDWARDS 

OSPAC FI FTH ANNI VERSARY LUNCHEON ADDRESS 

My good friend Dr. Krogh, ot her friends on 

the Board, members and guests. I tIs been with a 

g rea Ide a I 0 f reg r e VI h a I I have not bee n present 

at our last two annual gatherings. I am delighted, 

howe ve r, t 0 b e b a c k h ~J ~J;!&d ~ u 0 nth i soc cas ion. . ~~-~J J:'~-rrwdl.J 
"Degen - 3F Speech 4--.ft..-. ~- .... ~. 
!?n\A~ f ~e6~, -';~/~ ~---~4-~~ 
~ /jli - I ti a v e'1JIe d t 0 s t a y a b rea s t 0 f 0 u r s p e cia I t Y I S 

progress through reading the .f\.~.9_S __ ~~~l!.!!l.)The 

:1.0 !!!i1_aJ _.QLQ!~L~~..! Jl...eD /a n d the f'! '!)~5 Jl..!_a_ m ~. The y 

have kept me informed and I have used a lot of the 

material in my talks to different groups around the 

country. 

The progress we are making is most important, -
but I am particularly impressed with the statesmanshil2. -
that has been exercised in furthering the purposes of 

the ASOS. This stands out as an example for other 

organizations to emulate. 



As an elected official who has not forgotten -
the challenges involved in the daily delivery of 

ora I sur g e r y car e .f w 0 u I d I ike too f fer s 0 m e com men t s . 

I am convinced that we must continue to expand 

our society's activities in the legislative arena/both 

at the state and National levels. This political 

.' arm (OSPAC) is only a tool to help carry out our 

efforts. It is up to each of us to devote some 

personal time to furthering our cause, 

**&e should be leaders - Education/Preparation) 

I n a way} feel like I'm talki ng to the wrong 

group of our society members/because I suspect 

that virtually all of you in this room have supported 

o SPA C • Tho s e 0 f 0 u r ran k s wen e edt 0 rea c hi are the 

"Not present. YWhO don't understand OSPAC and don't 

support its purposes. 
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It's like the preacher preaching to his 

con g reg a ti 0 n. Tho sea rep r ob a b I Y the 0 n est hat nee d 

it least. (~~~~fb~!_~_~J~~~_Jj~!12 

May ask each of you to make a special effo rt 

to contact our members in your areas and ask them 

to support OSPAC / tell them of its activities 

and how important it is /- And the great work we've 

do n e. 

Neither the ASOS nor the ADA make the laws 

for our respective states and nation/but as members 

~ have to practice under those. laws, and more -
importantly under the socia-economic pressures that 

those laws create. These often lead to results that 

are not in the best interest of our patients!- or 

our profession. 

Resolutions may be adopted by the ASOS House of 

I 
VGRY · 

delegates all day long, but they have al\limited influence 

on legislators. They are too often tra.nsmitted by 
/11&# . 

men to -\:iH~ who have no personal relatiOnShiPs/or 

otten/any u'nderstanding_ ~f _each others problems. 



Our future is ..!l.9J at all bright, unless 

practicing Oral Surgeons I~ individually and 

coil e c t i vel y Ii nan 0 r g ani zed and k now led g e a b I e 

manner/begin to ~ctively participate in politics. 

Many of us look upon politics as dirty,/and 

beneath the dignity of our professional status. We 

shy away from being active in political action 

com mit tee yo rho I din g m e m b e r s hip ina pol i ti c a I 

party of our choice. 

Let me remind you that there is nothing in 

Fed era lor S tat est a t ute s ,I the A D A's P r inc i pie s 0 f 

Ethics,/or the Code of ProfessinnalConduct of the 

ASOS that prohibits you from political participation 

of any ki nd . 

. OSPAC is biPartiSarfand composed of members 

interested in awakening their colleagues and others 

to legislation that effects our profession and our 

ability to .serve the public. 
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It has promoted better relations with our lawmakers/ 

through personal contactj and support .of those 

candidates that firs¥have been made aware/and then 

become interested in Oral Surgery and the best 

interest of the public. 

o SPA C /b e c a use 0 fit sst rue t u r e /h a s m 0 r e 

freedom of action as a separate non-profit corporation. 

By involving our members at the local level/we 

h a v est i m u I ate d a k e e n e r i n t ere s t/a n d de vel 0 p e d 

in our membershir'a better understanding of how 

the political system actually works. 

Unless Oral Surgery and Dentistry continue 

t 0 de vel 0 pan arm y 0 f pol i ti c a II yin t ere s t e d/a n d 

involved members/the thrust and understanding of 

the dental professionsl and the challenge involved in 

delivering health carywill continue to be misunderstood/ 

ignOred/or si mply passed byj because of ever growi ng 
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pressures on the legislators' time/ by powerful 

organized efforts from groups such as unions. 

(r * (u n ion lob by s tor y) 

o SPA C ~s bee n s u C C e s s f u lin its e f for t s /w i t h i n 

the policies made by the Asosl and it ~ had 

a r.emarkable influence in obtaining interest and 

understanding by many members of congress/relative 

. to our legislative goals, .Q.u.r !~~Q~Q 11~~ be·en 

ol!tstandi ng!however/ for some reason)1 can't 

understand/fewer than 60% of our membership 

contributed to OSPAC, Because of this aPathy/our 

political arm ha~ regrettably/been limited in its 

capacity to provide contributions that your OSPAC 

Board knows would be highly desirable. - . 
It's true/eaCh of us have this engrained "posture 

of pro f e s s ion a lis m II w h i c h m us t b e m a i n t a i ned i n 0 u r 

com m u nit i e s . But nee d t·h iss elf - imp 0 sed i mag e 

encroach upon our becoming involved in the political 

process? 
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Whether we like it or not./ladies and gentlemen! · 

the political process is directly responsible for the 

way things are, May I ask each of you /- a~e"you4 

·happy with the way things jlre. in America? 

Are you happy with the responsiveness (or should 

say lack of responsiveness)of government at all 

levelsO 

Are you happy with the manner In which your 

tax dollars are being spent? 

~Are you concerned by the fact that 

iV90vernment today owes over $840 Billion. The interest 

t+( 0 nth ism 0 n e y com est 0 $ 8 4 Bill ion lYe a r w h i c h con sum e s 
• 

nearly 81% of all the capital in America 1- leaving 

~Onlyabout 19% of our usual capital for our great 

~ i n d u s t r (a I n a ti 0 n too per ate wit h • 1st her e any won d e r 

that interest rates are so high/or that industries 

can't afford to borrow money to expand their Plants/ 

their processes/ their new techniques/ thus creating 
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new jobs and new products for an improved life 

stYle/and a better all 'round economy .•• (Balanced 
. 6~.i1~~ 

budget Amendment to Constitution). 

Are you happy with the irresponsible 

over-regulation by Government, not only of our 

profession, but of every aspect of our lives? Over-

regulation caused by 63,000 bureaucrats in 

Was h i n 9 ton f n reg u I a tor y age n c i e s Q.I 0 n e . 0 ve r- reg u I a ti 0 n 

t hat has led to s eve red 0 m e s ti c e n erg y s h 0 r tag e It hat 

have required this great nation to depend on, the 

whims and fancies of foreign powers for future 

energy supplies. Over-regulation that is responsible 

for about ~ of today's inflation. 
J 

~ Are 

~ whether we're number one in the world militarily. 

you happy with the debate going on as to 

So 

far as I am concerned - if there is even a question 
~~EI} 

in this jjel tl- - we need to go to work and correct it - -

today. *rMilitary expenditu.re is double dollar) 

( .P rio r i tie s to human needs) 
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. Ar e you hap p y wit h the a r r og en ceo f 0 u r 

elected officials in the Congress who continue the 

sam e 9 row tho f the bur e a u era c y /a n d the sam e 

~frresponsible expenditures of our tax dOllars) -

;", \ and at the sam e Ii m e -/ u sin 9 0 u row n m 0 n e y leo n tin u e 

~ to pass laws that erode our personal freedoms at an 

aston ishi ng rate? 

1- know 11m not happy about these thi ngs, and -
~ I don't believe you are either. The only way to change 

t~ " -the m i s for e a c h 0 f u s tog e t u p 0 f f 0 u rap at h y ! and 

become involved in the political processes at every 
. P"l(~ 

Ie ve I. (P-O II t h--e 5 cpr esc n t = w h-o par tic i pat e d ?j 

W .db and w r i t e r, who Ire fer t 0 as ' a I a t t e r day P a u IRe v ere, 

Soltzhenitsyn, the great Russian philosopher, 

has tried to warn us of today's dangers. 
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He says/"YOU would think that democracies would 

I a s t for eve r '/ but d e m 0 c r a c i e s are I ike sma I lis I and s 

in an immense river of history. The water is 

always rising." He also said that if America is to 

survive, we must develop a new National Resolve 

a new determination - - -

A s wei e a vet his m e e tin g ,/ and a s w e c los e 0 u t 

the last half of this our 200th bi.rthdayjlet.s 

rededicate ourselves to those great principles that 

brought our nation out of a wilderness to what it is 

today -/- the greatest nation in the history I)f 

mankind, Fervent political activity created Americ'l 

sound political activity has guided her throug"h the 

t u r b u I ant yea r ya n don I y res p 0 n sib leD 0 lit i c a I a c Ii vi t y 

can keep her strong, free, and vigorous, 

Let's arise to the challenge, for this is indeed 

a year of National destiny. 
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