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ASCD SmartBrief Keeps You Informed, Engaged and on the Cutting Edge

ASCD is pleased to offer you a complimentary subscription to ASCD 
SmartBrief, the fastest-growing online community for K-12 leaders and decision-
makers. Over 214,000 top-level K-12 educators like you use this daily resource 
to empower their learning, enhance their professional development, and to stay 
up-to-date on the latest headlines, trends, tips, how-to's and best practices.

SmartBrief editors analyze thousands of news articles every day and summarize 
only the most important and relevant stories for the K-12 community. Then, 
they're delivered right to your inbox, every day, for free. In addition, each 
newsletter features groundbreaking original content from SmartBrief editors, 
educators and other experts on hot topics such as data privacy and security, 
funding, STEM, the Maker Movement and much more. Check out the latest issue 
below.

This trial subscription, made available exclusively to ASCD members, only lasts 
a few days. Sign up today for FREE to make sure you don't miss a single issue 
of ASCD SmartBrief.

Sign Up <http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvePCidWlJBWcNmEnb>
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How the U.S. can improve foreign-language learning 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbyCidWlJBWcNZcpT?
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Funding for foreign-language programs sometimes is not a national budget 
priority, suggests Amelia Friedman, founder of the Student Language Exchange. 
In this commentary, she reflects on lessons learned during a recent Capitol Hill 
language advocacy event and some language-learning challenges. The Atlantic 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbyCidWlJBWcNZcpT?
format=multipart> (5/10) 
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More schools adopt archery programs 
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A growing number of schools nationwide have adopted archery programs. In 
Washington, D.C., 33 traditional schools offered archery this year -- an increase 
from eight in 2009. Archery is an accessible sport that relies more on 
concentration than body type, said Roy Grimes, president of the National 
Archery in the Schools Program. The Washington Post (tiered subscription 
model) <http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbzCidWlJBWcNfqvI?
format=multipart> (5/8) 
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• Mich. elementary school to launch STEM classes 
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MLive.com (Michigan) (free registration) (5/8) 
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Building the Habits of Close Reading to Support Comprehension

Close reading is a popular term in elementary education today and a 
requirement in the new ELA standards. Dr. D. Ray Reutzel, educator and ELA 
expert, discusses the importance of students' ability to independently 
comprehend challenging texts and develop the skills and habits of mind 
necessary to unpack deep, embedded meaning. 
Download the free whitepaper 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbBCidWlJBWcNwcqw>. 
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Group to release professional standards for school leaders 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbDCidWlJBWcNSsHY?
format=multipart>
The final version of the Interstate School Leaders Licensure Consortium 
Standards -- a set of professional standards for school leaders -- is expected to 
be released this week. This article previews the standards drafted in part by the 
Council of Chief State School Officers, and some of the controversy surrounding 
the initiative. Education Week (tiered subscription model) 
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Special-education expert shares tips for co-teaching PD 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbGCidWlJBWcNWXVW?
format=multipart>
Flipped lessons and Twitter chats provide alternate ways for co-teachers to take 
part in professional development, Anne Beninghof, special-education consultant 
and author, writes in this blog post. She lists eight ideas for co-teaching 
professional development and links to resources. MiddleWeb 
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assessment webinar with Dr. Rick Stiggins
Dr. Rick Stiggins is considered by many to be the world's foremost authority on 
effective assessment. In this free recorded webinar, Dr. Stiggins describes a 
system of balanced assessment that serves the needs of all users, from students 
to district administrators. He'll share practical steps to begin the move to a better 
system of assessment. Download the webinar here 
<http://r.smartbrief.com/resp/gGuxCdwrpBCOmvbHCidWlJBWcNXIhp>. 
  
Technology in the Classroom
Report highlights educational-technology trends 
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The K-12 Horizon Report showcases trends in educational technology based on
feedback from a panel of education experts. This article previews the report's 
findings, including predicted growth in makerspaces, bring-your-own-technology 
programs, 3D printing, adaptive software and wearable technologies. eSchool 


