
Farmers want
federal help for
flood loses

The South Carolina
Farm Bureau wants
Gov. Nikki Haley to
seek money from Con­
gress for farmers
whose crops were de­
stroyed by last month's
historic flooding. The
agriculture advocacy
group says South Caro­
lina's farmers lost at
least $376 million. The
nonprofit is holding a
news conference Mon­
day afternoon. Its newly
elected president, Har­
ry Ott, says family
farms need help ­ AP
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THE FLOOD OF 2015: RECOVERY

Shwedos take on recovery together
Kevin and Beth Shwedo were working
round­the­clock as volunteers after tS
state's October flooding. Now, Kevin
Shwedo has taken on a new recovery
leadership role.

BY AVERY G. WILKS

awilks@thestate. com

During 32 years as an Army
wife, Beth Shwedo learned to
adapt to her husband's long
hours and absences.
Col. Kevin Shwedo would

leave for a month or two on

military missions, and in the
days before cellphones or Skype,
there would be little, if any,
contact between them. It was

jarring at first for Beth Shwedo,
who said her father worked a

9­to­5 job and that she expected
a similar routine when she got
married. Eventually, she said,
she adjusted as she began to
understand the importance of
his work.
Kevin Shwedo retired from

the Army in 2011 and soon after
became director of South Car­
olina's Department of Motor
Vehicles. But for Beth Shwedo,
the past few weeks have felt
much like he is on another mis­

sion, even while they live in the
same home.

The Shwedos were among
South Carolina's volunteers who
worked round­the­clock in the
early days after the Oct. 4 flood­
ing that left behind damaged
homes, businesses and lives.
Now, Kevin Shwedo has taken
on a new leadership role in the
state's flood recovery.
Early on, Beth Shwedo, who is

chairwoman of the volunteer
board of directors for the Red

Cross of Central South Carolina,
worked tirelessly as a volunteer
with the organization. She took
her husband with her from shel­

ter to shelter, dropping off sup­
plies and asking how they could
help. Kevin Shwedo said they
volunteered together for roughly
14 or more hours straight in the
two days after the flooding.
"I was just like one of a mil­

lion ants that was busy doing
what I was doing," Beth Shwedo
said. "I was by no means a
standout in all of this. I was just
one piece in a puzzle."
But two weeks after the Oct. 4

flooding, Gov. Nikki Haley ap­
pointed Kevin Shwedo indefi­
nitely as South Carolina's flood
recoveiy coordinator, a position
created to address the state's
long­term needs.
Kevin and Beth Shwedo both

knew the position would bring
long hours, challenging work
and little time to just sit down
and talk. But, Beth Shwedo said,
"It's your civic duty to help
those that need help."
And as her flood recovery

work wound down, his was just
getting started.
The flood recovery coordina­

tor job entails driving to affected
areas throughout the state to
identify unmet needs, attending
town hall meetings to hear from
counties and municipalities and
sending more than 100 emails
per day.
Shwedo said he had no pre­

vious flood recovery experience
before his appointment and that
he also had to learn how the

recovery process, agencies and
groups should work.

"My No. 1 job right now is to
accelerate the recovery," Kevin
Shwedo said. "But you've got a
limited amount of resources.

Read that as money and supplies
and everything else. You've got
a limited amount of volunteer

organizations, and you've got a
plethora of disaster."
Kevin Shwedo's work days

often start before 8 a.m. and end

early the next morning. Some
days, he saw his wife only when
their missions overlapped,
bumping into her at a Red Cross
fundraiser or at a disaster recov­

ery center.
"We literally would not see

each other except at night to
say, 'Hello,' and maybe, maybe
in the morning," Kevin Shwedo
said.

He said jumping into a posi­
tion that did not previously
exist, for which there were no

standard operating procedures
or existing staff, has been chal­
lenging. He has been used to
order throughout his military
career, and he got a dose of it in
college.
Shwedo played football at the

University of North Carolina in
the late 1970s, and he remem­
bers a certain resident adviser
who cracked down on him and

his buddies when they made too
much noise in the athletic dorm.

Shwedo said he had an ego,
and that it frustrated him to no

end that a girl was in charge. "I
hated her guts," Shwedo said.
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But it wasn't long before the
two began hanging out socially,
going on a ski trip together and
later meeting up after a bowl
game. They started dating, and
then Kevin and Beth were mar­
ried in June 1979.
Since then, they have had two

children and moved 24 times in
32 years with the Army. But
more than four years after re­
tirement, he is again often gone
from home.

This time, the couple catches
up over the phone, often while
Kevin Shwedo is on long drives
to town halls and meetings
across the state. And he said he

is thankful when he can sleep in

his own bed at night.
Understanding the impor­

tance of his work also helps, just
as it did when he was in the

Army, Beth Shwedo said.
"Once you see the devastation

and what people are going
through, there is absolutely no
room to complain," she said.
"You do what needs to be done
at the time it needs to be done."
More than two months after

the flooding struck South Car­
olina, things have started to
slow down. Disaster recovery
agencies, groups and volunteers
have moved out of the imme­
diate response phase and toward
the long­term recovery period.

Kevin Shwedo still likely has
many long days ahead of him,
and a few more late nights at his
desk at the Joint Field Office in
Blythewood, not far from the
state DMV headquarters where
he intends to return when his

work as the flood recovery coor­
dinator is finished. Until then,
Kevin and Beth will keep sol­
diering on.
"You know it's temporary, but

you make it work," Beth Shwedo
said. "It's kind of like somebody
going through med school. If
you get one day on the weekend
or a couple of hours on the
weekend, that's great. You kind
of get your fix."

u
m NO. 1 JOB RIGHT NOW IS TO ACCELERATE
THE RECOVERY. BUT YOU'VE GOT A LIMITED
AMOUNT OF RESOURCES.... YOU'VE GOT A
LIMITED AMOUNT OF VOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATIONS, AND YOU'VE GOT A PLETHORA
OF DISASTER."
Kevin Shwedo
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PROVIDED PHOTO

Col. Kevin and Beth Shwedo at the Masters Tournament at Augusta
National golf course.
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BESTBETS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
>>> MUSEUM
FIRST CITIZENS FIRST SUNDAY:
Noon­5 p.m. Sunday at the State Mu­
seum. General admission is only $1 for
guests. Guests can explore the mu­
seum's four floors of South Carolina
art, cultural history, natural history and
science/technology, including the new
Boeing Observatory and the new Robert
B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astron­
omy located on the fourth floor. 301
Gervais St. (803) 898­4921,
www.scmuseum.org
>>> LIVE MUSIC
DIXIELAND JAZZ CONCERT: 2:30­5
p.m. Sunday at the Lourie Center. En­
joy jazz, ragtime and swing with Dick
Goodwin, trumpet; Doug Graham, clar­
inet; Bruce Clark, trombone; Reggie
Sullivan, bass; Jim Hall, drums and
Aletha Jacobs, piano. $10 adults, free to
students 18 and younger. 1650 Park
Circle, Maxcy Gregg Park, Columbia
(just off Pickens near Blossom).
www.carolinajazzsociety.com

>>> HOLIDAY THEATER
CHRISTMAS BELLES: 3 p.m. Sunday at
the Firehouse Theatre at American
Legion Post 193. Christmas Belles is the
hilarious story of a church Christmas
pageant nearly brought down by a
stomach virus, a would­be bride who
accidentally swallows her engagement
ring, a kidnapping and an angry, jilted
Futrelle sister. The pageant's salvation
comes from a most unlikely source, and
laughter and warm, holiday feelings are
the result. Member $10, Adult $15,
Senior (60+) $14 and Youth (17­) $10.
102 Lexington Ave., Chapin.
www.chapintheatre.org
>>> STAGE PERFORMANCE
BAD GIRLFRIEND: 6:30 p.m. Sunday at
the Trustus Side Door Theater. Debra
McQueen will read from her new col­
lection of poems, "bad girlfriend." With
live music by Watson Village, the event
features a rambunctious reading by the
poet and a book signing. The event is
free and open to the public. 520 Lady
St. dfmcqueen@yahoo.com,
http://mizmcqueen.wix.com/

badgirlfriend

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
>>> HOLIDAY
GOVERNOR'S MANSION CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE: 5:30­7:30 p.m. at the
Governor's Mansion. Governor Nikki
Haley, First Gentleman Michael Haley
and their children, Rena and Nalin,
invite South Carolinians to join them
for a Christmas open house. Open
house guests are asked to bring canned
goods to be donated to the Harvest
Hope Food Bank. The Carillon Carolers
will perform. Decorations by Columbia
Garden Club. The event is free of
charge, open to the public, and no res­
ervations are required. 800 Richland St.

Send items to calendars@thestate.com at
least two weeks in advance

TODAY ONTHESTATE.COM
In anticipation of TheStatenewspaper's 125th
anniversary, we take alook at thenewsmakers
and events over thepaper's history. Seethe
storiesatwww.thestate.com/state­125.

PROVIDEDPHOTO

Rhonda Lynn Lampley (PamGodfrey)
serves RaynerdChism(Lee Herrington)In
a scene from"ChristmasBelles."

PROVIDEDPHOTO

Governor NikkiHaley andher family
inviteSouth Caroliniansand theirfamilies
tojoin them foraChristmas open house.
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THEBUZZ

Aiken rep
just won't
letgo of
the flag
Hotlineto"defendChristmas" debuts
inSouthCarolina
...............................................................................

Whyyouwon't see USC'sfootball
coachopeningon thestate jobboard
BY ANDREW SHAIN
ashain@thestate.com
Just because ChrisCorley lostthe

battle tokeep theConfederate flag
flyingat the S.C. StateHousedoes
not meanthe freshmanRepublican
legislator fromAikenis givingupthe
war.
Corleyperhapsis best known for

suggestingthe statereplace the Con­
federate flag witha
white flagof surrender
duringthe lengthyflag
debate this summer.
Lastweek, however,

heintroduced abill
that would let voters
decide whether to
restorethe Civil War
bannertothe State
House's north lawn. He
also sentout Christmascards ­fea­

turingaphotoof theConfederate flag
at theState House­admonishing his
colleagues forbanishing it.
"Mayyour Christmas befilled with

memories of ahappiertime when
SouthCarolina's leaders possessed
morals, convictions andthe principles
tostand for whatis right,"the card
read.Itfinishes with: "Mayyou have
ablessed Christmas, andmayyou
take this joyoustimeas an opportuni­
ty toask forforgiveness ofall your
sinssuch asbetrayal."
The attorney, whopractices inAu­

gusta, is buildingareputation asabit
ofapolitical flamethrower inthe
Republican­controlled General As­
sembly. There,Corley hasfiredbarbs
at GOPcolleagues as wellas Repub­
licanGov. NikkiHaley.
Corleytold The Buzzhis Christmas

card'smessage was supposedto bea
tongue­in­cheektweak at lawmakers
who,hesaid, chose speedypolitical
correctnessover the viewsof their
constituents.
"It'ssupposed toget peopletothink

about whyyou areupthere,"he said.
"You're thereto represent thewill of
the people.You'renot upthere tobe
royalty.They betrayed thewill of
their constituents."
Corleyis unhappy theflag decision

cameduring aspecially calledsession
inJuly,just weeksafter stateSen.
Clementa Pinckney, D­Jasper,was
gunneddown with eight otherpar­
ishionersat Charleston's Emanuel
AMEChurch.
"You really wanttomend racial

SEEBUZZ, 10A

FROMPAGE5A

BUZZ
tensionand racialstrife?"
heasked. "Don't go mak­
ingbackroom deals.
You'll haveonegroup
who gets theshort endof
stick andmake the side
even moremad andhurt
the goal ofbringing allof
SouthCarolina together."
Lawmakersshould have

waiteduntil they met
again inJanuarytocon­
siderproposals to take
down theflag, letting the
billsgo through thenor­

mal House andSenate
committeesbefore afinal
vote, Corleysaid.
The GeneralAssembly

stillwould havevoted to
removethe flag, Corley
thinks.But thedebate
would havebeenmore
open andinclusive, he
added.
Despite wanting tokeep

the flag, Corleyhasno
interest inspending more
than $5million toexpand
the S.C. Confederate

Relic RoomandMilitary
Museumtoaccommodate
the flagremoved fromthe
StateHouse groundsin
July.
Thatmoney should go

toroads andotherneeds,
said the 35­year­old fath­
er ofthree. "Apiece of
cloth isnot abig issue
when youconsider what
the statehasgone
through."
Thisyear,Corley

showed his irefor Haley
inFacebook posts,ad­

dressing her as"Gover­
nor" Haley andas Nim­
rata,her birth name.
Corleysaid he isunhappy
with what hecalledHa­
ley'spetty acts, including
sendinglegislators her
roadsproposal after
Housemembers had
spent months drafting
their ownplan.
"She's tryingvery hard

toget toWashington,
D.C., andnot doing
enoughfor the citizensof

Corley
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SouthCarolina," hesaid.
Corleyfinds fault with

otherGOP colleagues as
well.
He suspectssome Re­

publican lawmakers who
voted topuntthe flag
couldface challengers in
June's GOPprimary be­
causethey did notinclude
their constituents intheir
quick decision."They
were notableto gohome
andgauge them."
Corley, whosucceeded

RolandSmith afterhe
retired fromoffice, under­
stands healso coulddraw
aprimary opponent.
If heloses hisseat, "it

would notbeend of the

world forme,"Corley
said. "It seemsalot of
moreglamorous when
you're running foroffice
than when youget up
there."

A CALL FOR HOLIDAY
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Told "no"toyour nativ­

ityscene?The Palmetto
FamilyCouncil hasstart­
eda"Defend Christmas
Freedom Hotline" for
folks toreport religious
freedom violations in
SouthCarolina.
The Columbia­based

organization,which has
opposedsame­sex mar­
riage andpushed for
abortion limits,wants
"real" complaints,ac­
cording toan email.
Gripes about Starbucks'

redcups, clerkswishing
customers "HappyHoli­
days" or schoolcalendars
saying"Winter Break"
are notthe aim.
"Every year,weget

randomcalls," Palmetto
FamilyCouncil president
Oran Smithsaid. "By
formalizingitabitwe
hope tohelp folksthink
throughwhat is areal
threatand whatis In­

ternet squawk."
The hotlinehas yielded

somecalls. Thecouncil is
researching the credibility
of complaints about un­
disclosed government
agencies "banninga
Christian symbolof
Christmas fromaper­
son's personal space,"
Smithsaid.
The hotlineis not just

todefend Christmas.
"Oureffort applies to

any religious holiday
observance ­Hanukkah,
et cetera, aswell," Smith
said.

WHEN NO
APPLICATIONIS
NEEDED
Armchair coaches who

wantto applyforSteve
Spurrier's oldjob with
the Gamecockswill have
tocall University of South
Carolina athleticsdirector
Ray Tannerdirectly.
While most statejobs

must beposted publicly
for at least fiveworking
days, openingsfor athlet­
icscoaches at stateuni­
versitiesare exempted
fromthat pesky require­
ment byS.C. law.

Turnsout so arejobs in
the GeneralAssembly,
Judicial Department and
governor'soffice.
Perhaps someof USC's

coachingalso­rans can
get work with theHouse
Educationand Public
Works Committee.

2016INSC
U.S. Sen. TedCruz,

R­Texas: Takingpart in
U.S. Sen.TimScott's
presidential townhall
meeting Monday in
Greenville.
Gov.John Kasich,

R­Ohio:Participating ina
Conservative Leadership
Project town hallmeeting
Tuesday with S.C. At­
torney GeneralAlan
WilsoninMyrtle Beach.
GOP businessman

Donald Trump:Holding
aPearl Harbor Day rally
Monday at Patriots Point
inMountPleasant and
participating inaConser­
vative LeadershipProject
town hallmeeting Sat­
urday withWilson at
University ofSouth Car­
olina­Aiken.

FollowShain onTwitter:
@andyshain
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SOUTHCAROLINASUPREMECOURTCHIEFJUSTICE

'Force of nature,' Toal
strode through history
Toalmodernized theS.C.court system,

brought moretransparency
BYJOHN MONK jmonk@thestate.com

Twenty­eightdays beforeshe retiresfromthe court she
has beenapartof for 27years andledfor almost16,
Chief Justice JeanHoefer Toalis content.

"Ihavebeen sofortunate tobea
partofthe generation intowhich I
wasborn,"says Toal, 72,sitting ina
chair atthe front ofthe SouthCar­
olinaSupreme Court courtroom,
whereshehas heard andpresided
oversome ofthe state's biggest
legalbattles of thepast quarter­
century.
"Wecame tolawschool at atime

whenthe VietnamWarwas at its
height, when thequest for equal
opportunity for allpeople wason
the frontburner. Itcaused us tobe
very seriousabout what we wanted
todo.Wedidn't feel weshould

wait. Wewanted totake theSouth
Carolina that weloved, that wasn't
there yet,and createanew South
Carolina."
Overthe years,inthat courtroom,

Toal, whogrew up inColumbia, has

SEETOAL, 14A

''THELAWISASACRED
THING...THEREISA
BASELINEOFORDER

ANDVALUESTHAT
ALLWILLABIDEBY."
Jean Toal

MOREINSIDE

Readabout JeanToal's role in advancing
women in the law in today's Palmetto
section,1C

ONLINE

ATTHESTATE.COM: Seemorephotos with
thisstory.

TOAL
been amajorpart ofmak­
inganew SouthCarolina.
Shehas written opinions
indisputeswhere lives
andthe environment were
at stake,where billion­
dollargambling interests
were trying tomaintain
their enormous influence
onthe state, wherechil­
dren'seducational futures
were onthe line and
wherethe interests of big
business, powerfulprofes­
sionsand the freemarket
were pittedagainstthose
of consumers.
ButToal's life hasal­

ways beenabout far more
than legal cases,as anew

University ofSouth Car­
olinaPress collection of
essays –called"Madame
ChiefJustice" – chron­
icles.
Formore than four

decades, shehasbeen a
game­changer inmultiple
arenas, pulling offthe
high­wireact ofbeing a
successful revolutionary
for civilrightsand wom­
en's andothercauses
whileinhabiting the con­
servative, hidebound and
sometimesrarified world
of SouthCarolina's politi­
calandlegal classes.
Her stature is suchthat

onThursday, shewas one

of asmallhandful of
speakers –along withVice
PresidentJoe Biden–who
were permitted togive
speechesat a farewell
dinnerinCharleston hon­
oring longtimeMayorJoe
Riley, whois retiring. Two
of Toal'sfriends inhigh
places, U.S. Supreme
Court Associate Justice
Sandra Day O'Connorand
current Associate Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
each wroteessays about
Toalfor Madame Chief
Justice.
"Championingacause–

beitcivilrights, women in
the law, or courtreform–

is onething.Making a
difference,making
changes happen, isquite
another," writeS.C. histo­
rianWalter Edgar and
U.S. JudgeJoeAnderson,
who co­authoredthe
book's closing essay.
The 189­page book,

likely tobeahow­to guide
for lawyers andpolitical
strategistsas wellas a
historical reference book,
contains 23 essays,divid­
edamong Toal's impacts
invariousareas as wellas
personal andprofessional
glimpses bycolleagues.
One ofthe most person­
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al chaptersis byToal's
adult daughters,Jean and
Lilla,who detailwhat it
was likegrowing upina
family with an extraordin­
ary motherwho lives her
life atfull throttle and
who,at the ageof 69,took
a notiontogo paragliding
off theIsle of Palms.

'TRANSFORMATIONAL'
FIGURE
The onething Toaldid

not wantas sheretired
was abook about her.
"Ihad tocall her three

times startingayear anda
halfago beforeshe reluc­
tantly agreedtolet us do
it," Anderson recalled last
week, describingToal asa
"transformational" figure
onthe statelegal and
political stage. "I finally
convincedher itwasn't
justher –itwas astory
that needed tobetold.
She's been aroundalotof
battles."
Eventually, Toalcon­

sented. Sheread allthe
essays,but exercised no
editorial control, said USC
School ofLaw professor
Lewis Burke, thebook's
co­editor
"She might have

changed acomma here
and there,or corrected a
citation, but she madeno
changes inwhatwas writ­
ten," Burke said.
Somepeople leavetheir

markinoneor two areas.
Overthe years Toal:
AAs ajustice,joined or

wroteopinions directing
the setting ofminimum
educational standards in
statepublic schools and
directing morefunding to
come fromthe General
Assembly.
ATookthe lead through

courtopinions instamping
out whatshe described as
the addictivegambling
scourge of videopoker.

AWas apioneer for

women inthe law, bothas
lawyers andjudges. As a
fledgling lawyer,she took
onand wonthe case of
VickieEslinger, ayoung
law schoolstudent who
wanted tobeapage inthe
S.C. Senatebut was told
shecouldn't because she
was female.One of Toal's
favorite expressions is
"Leavethe ladder down,"
meaning women who
ascend politicallyor legal­
ly must serveas mentors.
APriedtens ofmillions

out ofthe GeneralAssem­
blyand Congress toget
money inthe Judicial
Department's budgetfor
more judgesand toputthe
state's courtrecordsand
docketson acomputerized
system inlarge partacces­
sible bythe public.
To persuadethe Repub­

lican­majority General
Assembly tospend more
money onlawyers and
judges, Toal–whosespe­
cialty isframing issuesin
suchawaythat people
come toagree with her–
devised astrategy where­
byshe arguedthat a mod­
ern, efficient judiciaryis
essential togetting busi­
nessesto cometoSouth
Carolina –an assertion
that wonover business­
orientedRepublicans.
"Her effortshave

broughtSouth Carolina's
judiciaryfrom itssome­
what closed,quill­and­ink
operations totheforefront
intechnology," writes
former Gov. RichardRiley
inanother essay.
AAuthoredor wrote

numerous decisions
upholding openmeetings
and openpublic records.
She alsomade briefsfiled
with the Supreme Court
available online and
opened upher courtrooms
tostudents bythe use of

technology andother
methods.

GOING'TOCHANGE
THE LAW'
Despite herpro­open

government record, Toal
in2014 joined ina3­2
ruling that autopsy reports
aren't public records.
Critics called theruling

perplexing, since there­
ports canplay an impor­
tant role indetermining
the factsinofficer­in­
volvedshootings and
otherdeathsof highpublic
interest. They say coro­
ners, whoissue there­
ports,could redact some­
one's personal informa­
tion beforereleasing
them.
Inan interview, Toal

said she hadtogo by the
law inmakingautopsy
reportsoff­limits tothe
public.
Columbia lawyerJay

Bender,who argued and
lostthat case for The
(Sumter) Item newspaper,
said the decisioncase
shows Toaldoesn't play
favorites.
"It'san example of her

integrity," said Bender,a
close Toalfriendand the
state's pre­eminent legal
advocate inopen govern­
ment cases.
Bender believesToal's

essential nature isthat of
a fighter.
"IfToal wereinthe

movies, shewould be
tough andcombative
Jimmy Cagney,"writes
Bender inoneof the
book's essays.
Back inthe 1970s,when

the state's first Freedom
of Information Act was
passed andToalwas a
lawyer­legislator inthe
General Assembly, Toal
lostan open meeting case
before theS.C. Supreme
Court, Benderwrites. The

justices basically ruled
that public bodies had a
righttoconsider budgets
insecret.
Afterlosing the case,

Toalwalked out ofthe
courtroom. Whenasked
where shewas going, Toal
replied, "I'm goingacross
the street(to the General
Assembly) and changethe
law."She did.Today, itis
against thelaw for public
bodies such asschool
boards and countycoun­
cilsto considerbudgets in
secret.
In conversation,Toal

can get fierywhen press­
ingapoint,drawing close
tothe person she's talking
with andthrowing off a
mix oflogic andfacts
delivered at highvelocity.
Asked about herassert­

ive temperament,Toal
smiles. "Ivery muchcon­
cede that I understandthe
power ofcontrolled ag­
gression," shesays, ex­
plaining that it's partof a
trial lawyer's psychetobe
fierce. "Sometimes you
need toget people's atten­
tion. Butyoudon't needto
beat themover thehead
with it. Butyes,passion
needs aface."
AtAgnes ScottCollege

inAtlanta, sheplayed
catcher onthe softball
team andgoalie onthe
field hockey team forfour
years. "Goalies andcatch­
ers havethis similarity –
they're notscared totake
the ball, whetheritcomes
inyour noseor yournog­
ginor wherever," Toal
says.
In legalchambers, Toal

channels her intensityina
different way.
"She was trulyaforceof

nature. Shenever
stopped," writesColumbia
lawyer BlakeHewitt in
oneessay about his expe­
rience asone ofher Su­
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preme Court lawclerks."I
havenever known such
persistent diligence, such
serial focus andsuchre­
lentless determinationto
succeed."
Attimes, Toal uses what

might politelybe called
salty language.
Inone ofthe book's

essays,U.S. JudgeCame­
ron Currierecallsmeeting
Toalsome 50 years ago.
"Jeanaddressed her
younger sisterin language
I had never heard before.I
was terrified."Overthe
years,Currie becamean
admirer of whatshe calls
"thestrength of (Toal's)
personality andthe force
of herintellect."
Thatintellect is what

stands out toI.S. Leevy
Johnson, a Columbialaw­
yer who graduatedfrom
law schoolwith Toaland
servedwith her intheS.C.
House ofRepresentatives
inthe 1970s.
Inthat era, Johnsonsaid

inan interview,there were
three representatives oth­
er lawmakers wentto
when they wanted toclar­
ify complexissues: Bob
Sheheen, who wenton to
become HouseSpeaker,
Henry Floyd, whonow
serves onthe U.S. 4th
CircuitCourt of Appeals,
andToal.
Inthe new book, John­

son, aclose friend, writes
inan essay about another
side of Toal:"a devoted
wife(to husband Bill,a
retired lawyer)amentor­
ingmother ofher two
daughters,and adoting
grandmother ofher two
grandchildren."

'IRRITATEDSOME
PEOPLE'
Overthe years,Toal's

manner"has irritated
somepeople," says Rep.
WaltonMcLeod, D­New­

berry, a lawyer,business­
manand formercounsel
for theS.C. Department of
Health andEnvironmental
Controlfrom 1968 to
1994.
McLeod, whoobserved

Toalinthe courtroom,
says heregarded herag­
gressive manneras afa­
cadeto advanceher cause.
"She's agreat actress,"

McLeodsays. "She would
put onamask of umbrage.
Itwas apattern. Some
peoplecan't toleratethat,
but itdidn't bother me.
Now,Ilike pushypeople –
they causeyoutoaccom­
plish more."
His takeaway: "I'mkind

of proudofJean Toal, and
I'veadmiredher brains
andability. Even when
she's aiming atyou, you
can'thelp but admire her
stuff."
Whensomething or

someone stands inthe
way ofwhat shebelieves
is thelaw, Toal doesn't
hesitate tocharge ahead.
On June 30,2000,

when most peoplethought
that statelaw fromJuly 1
forwardwas going tode­
clarethe machines used
for videopokerillegal,
then­Circuit Court Judge
Gerald Smoak–at the
behestof videopoker
lawyers –issued an order
inJasper Countyprohib­
iting theState LawEn­
forcement Divisionfrom
enforcingthat law.Atthe
time, videopokerwas a
powerful, $2billionayear
industry inthestate, with
tensof thousandsof ma­
chinesor parlors.
Laterthat day, then

SLED­chief RobertStew­
art broughtthe judge's
order toToal's attention.
Toal, whowas at home in
herkitchen, instantly
convened an emergency
telephone meeting ofa

majority ofjustices. Stew­
art broughtthe order over,
Toalhand­wrote an order
vacating Smoak's order,
andthe justices voted to
approve it.
The next morning,

"SLEDagents crossed the
stateenforcing theban on
videogambling," now­
U.S. JudgeRichardGergel
wrotefor the bookinan
essay called"An Unrelent­
ingJudicial Warrior in
SouthCarolina's Video
Poker Wars."
Recallingthose days,

Stewart inan interview
says,"Video pokerwas a
majorproblem inSouth
Carolina. Addictionwas
causing suicides, children
left incars, andpeople
weren't robbing banks any
more, they wererobbing
all thesecash businesses
that had videopokerma­
chines.The Mafia was
coming intothe stateto
launder money."
ForToal, Stewartsays,

"Rightis right,and wrong
is wrong.She's going to
stand upfor what'sright
andfollow through with
it."
Thatsenseof rightdoes

seemtobeinborn.
Whenshe was10, the

U.S. Supreme Court hand­
eddown itslandmark
decisionof Brown v.the
Boardof Educationof
Topeka, Kan. Itsmandate
toadmit African­Amer­
icans topublicschools
shocked SouthCarolina
whites,who lived ina
segregated society whose
codes were enforced by
violence ifnecessary.
Atthe time, when Toal

heard hergrandmother
complainingabout the
U.S. Supreme Court deci­
sion, sheasked, "What's
wrong withthat? What
would bewrongwith go­

ingtoschool with Negro
(the termused bypolite
white peopleinthe 1950s)
children?"Her grand­
mother becamevery an­
gry, Toalrecalled.
In1961, asaDreher

High Schoolstudent and
memberof ayoung peo­
ple's interracial,interfaith
group,Toal sawwhat
becameamassarrestof
181peaceful black resi­
dents singing patriotic
songs ontheS.C. State
House steps,as "vicious,
meanwhite people
screamed and yelledevery
kind ofimprecation you
couldthinkof."
Toalwent totheir city

trial, whereshesaw South
Carolina's great African­
American civilrightslaw­
yer,the late Matthew
Perry, losetheir case. But
Perry appealed andwona
great victory inthe U.S.
Supreme Court,when the
arrestswere overturned
because, thecourtruled,
peaceful protestershad a
righttofreedom of
speech.

HARDWORK
Despite that experience,

Toaldidn't think ofbeing
alawyer until, whilea
student at AgnesScott
College, shesigned upfor
aconstitutional lawclass
at Emory University.
"Iwas going tobea

teacher, which iswhat
most women didinthose
days,"Toal recalls."But
after twoweeks, I was
hooked. I wentand ap­
plied tolawschool."
Overthe years,Toal has

confrontedpersonal di­
lemmas. Askedhow she
squared being Catholic,a
religion opposedtothe
death penalty,with being
ajustice whose decisions
havesent peopletodeath
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row, shesaid,"That's
been atough issue for
me." But"some actsthat
are soviolative ofthe
basic compact with society
that ifyou knowingly do
those actsyou must face
the consequences."
Askedfor advice to

young lawyers,Toal said
they shouldremember
that good work isthe re­
sultof hard work.
"Stayingto thetask and

doing the unlovelywork it
takes tomake their prod­
uct asuccess isan awfully
bigpart ofthe successa
young person canachieve
inthe profession –not
going forthe slickand
easy andthe quick,but
spending thetime ittakes
totoget the smallthings

right."
Whenshe retiresfrom

her $148,000­a­yearjob,
Toalwon't gointo private
practice, where shecould
easily commandasix­
figuresalary. Instead,
she'll go onwhat iscalled
"active retired status,"
where shewill fillinfor
trial judges or justices
when needed,as many
stateand federal judges
have.
Toal's last year onthe

courtalmost didn't hap­
pen.Traditionally, in­
cumbent justices and
judges arere­elected by
the 170­memberLegisla­
ture.Traditionally, they
oftenretire nearing the
retirement ageof 72.
Butin2014, asToal's

term expired,associate
justice CostaPleicones
announced hewasrun­
ning for thechief justice
seat. The resultwas a
historic contest –nositting
chief justice hadbeen
challenged inthe modern
era –betweentworespect­
edjurists. Pleicones came
within11 votesof winning.
WhenThe State news­

paperran astory about
Toal's hotlycontested
race –reportedly thefirst
in100 years inwhich a
chief justice wasopposed
inabidfor office –towin
another termas Chief
Justice, the headlineon
the storyincluded the
phrase "Game of
Thrones."
The phrase,from a

popular book andtelevi­
sionseries, angered Toal,
who upbraided areporter,
saying, "Listen, this isnot
a game tome."
Askedlast week why

shetook that headlineso
seriously, Toal elaborates.
"The lawis asacred

thing," shesays. "Wehave
premisedan entire civi­
lization onthe notionthat
there is atiebreaker (the
courts) –and it'sthe fun­
damentallegitimacy ofthe
ruleof lawitself.
"It'snot builtonwhat's

popular,"she continues.
"It'sbuilt onacertain
assumption that there is a
baseline oforder and
values that allwill abide
by–evenif alldo not
agree."
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

AsJean Toal'slong tenure onthe S.C. SupremeCourtwindsdown, a bookof essaysexploresher powerfulinfluence.

THE STATEFILE PHOTOGRAPH

Toal congratulatesthen­ChiefJudge of theS.C.Court of
Appeals,Kaye Hearn,left; both ran unopposed for
electionby the S.C.House in1999. Hearnnow serveson
theSupremeCourt.
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TIM DOMINICKtdominick@thestate.com

Gov. NikkiHaleygreetsToalin the chambersof the South
Carolina HouseJan. 21after Toal's finalappearance as
chiefjustice attheStateof the Stateaddress.
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Group holding
vigil to support
Syrian refugees
BY CHRISTINA
CLEVELAND
ccleveland@aikenstandard.com
A local, informal group has

planned a candlelight vigil in
???????????????????????????
and to oppose what it is call­
????????????????????????????

???????????????
The vigil is scheduled im­

?????????????????????????????
meeting from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
??????????????????????????????

?????????????????????????????
will feature a sign line, can­
dles and speakers, according
???????????????????????????????
Aiken resident David Matos

is a part of the group, which
????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????­
ian Refugees." Matos told the
Aiken Standard????????????????
a number of who is expected
???????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
people of faith communities,
pulled together in response to
the resolution.

Council is expected to have
a resolution drafted regarding
?????????????????????????????
resettlement at the meeting.
A recent letter from S.C. Gov.
????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
Carolina not be considered for
???????????????????????????­
ment circulated its meeting in
November.
Some council members also

expressed concern regarding
potential terrorists attacks due
?????????????????????????????­
nah River Site and in light of
recent attacks in Paris.
"We think that their con­

cerns are based more on fears
than facts," Matos said. "The
refugees that we do take in are
the people who have the most
rigorous screening of all the
people who come in the Unit­
???????????????????????????????
that people who want to harm
?????????????????????????????

???????????????????
He thinks home­grown ter­

rorism is a problem as well
and claims the Paris attacks
involved European nationals,
?????????????
Matos is the president of

the Carolina Peace Resource
Center in Columbia, which he
said has also helped with refu­
gee aid in West Columbia in
the past. He said he has been
??????????????????????????????
and has helped to raise around
????????????????????????????­
lief through fund raisers.
The Aiken group has created

a Facebook page at facebook.
???????????????????????
refugees detailing what it calls
????????????????????????????
council. Matos said he thinks
"the No. 1 thing" people
should understand is the mi­
grant crisis in Europe is a lot
different from the U.S. and
???????????????????????????
around 1 percent of refugees

recommended to them.
"We are interested in actual­

think that it would be a good
thing if Aiken could welcome
????????????????????????????
?????????????????? Matos said.
????????????????????????
Council to know that there
are people on the other side of
??????????????????????????????
our backs on the most vulner­
able people."
???????????????????????????­

???????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????­
tion has a "partisanship, anti­
immigrant and anti­Muslim
sentiment."

Christina Cleveland is a
general assignment reporter
at the Aiken Standard.
Follow her on Twitter at
@ChristinaNCleve.
Dan Brown contributed to
this story.
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AP PHOTO/DAVID J. PHILLIP

Jane Malin holds a sign as she waves to passing cars during a
rally to show support for Muslim members of the community
near the Clear Lake Islamic Center in Webster, Texas on Friday.
A group in Aiken will hold a candlelight vigil in support of Syr­
ian refugees on Tuesday.
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