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%M m D %z AT §if§ SENATE

Nﬁwemi‘f&r 3, 2015

Ihe Hcmorabiﬁ Nzkkx Iialty
-~ Governor
- Office of the Governor
1205 Pendleton Su_eei e
Columbia, 5C 29201-3756

Dear Governor H-a-le},?;-

~ The diid&hﬁd leiter Lomerns an issue outsuie my ntﬁc;ai uuschction iheref{m, asa comusv m j
K m}f eans,,muem I am se,ndmg ﬂtlli-. corrﬁspendeme to your attemmn

~ Thank you fmr vaur attemzon to this matter, aml l ask that yuu ph,ase re%pcmd dlreetiv fo i‘i’;e
mdxwduaﬁ L : . . . S

: Siﬂcerefy,

~ Lindsey 0. Graham -
 United States Senator

10Ghe

-~ Enclosure
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Kelly Ann Curran
2195 Cowrt Ave.
- Florence, SC 29506
908-403-6274

October 28, 2015

. .Lmdxey (xmham Us. @eﬂdﬁ){
401 W. Evans St. Suite 111
Florenee, SC 29501 '

Dear U 5. Semtor (;mham

On "ia,p&mbar 11,2015, 1 became a foster parent to a fifteen }eaz eid C uid from Lc*{mgj‘t‘uﬁ
~County through SCYAP. and the Department of Social Services, The child came into care after being’
released from the Dcpaﬂmun of Tuvenile Justice when her mother refused to take custody of heron
September 2, 20135, She was placed in another foster home from September 2, 201 5-September 10, 2615
~ before coming to me. | received this child with only tie following information: she had recently been
released from DIJ because she ran away from home, she has ADHD, and she has a child of her own
‘whom she doesn’t have custady of, in dddxi;cm f:he Lhiid ai{mg wxrh }m" sibimgs who ham now &%{% out,
havea inng uf«;te:}ry with E)S%

Whﬂe in my care, a pi;,tham cf ad{iﬂwnai ds,imia #FOSE %hat wais 10 chaciowci prior- m the ch;id
' “being placed with me. The child had aﬂcmptcci suicide the year before while in foster care and frad been
hospitalized for approximately one month, She. also had another mmde attﬁ’mpt a fow years prior. The
child stode her mother’s car which is why she went to DJJ, not 3ust for running away. The child and her
- farmily were haaaw;%@ involved in the Bloods gang. The ch!k& dz&,ciased being involved in drug and SeX
tmff'mkmg The child had a Personality Disordér which was also never disclosed by DSS along with _
PTSD and Oppﬂ&;twnai Deffant Disorder. It had been documented in a Psydwiggmal Evaluation that this .
child had a'history of hallucinating, being cruel to animals, and fire starting. The child had 2 history of .
'proﬂ ituting aﬂd ‘;enmg herselion ‘Wtbhﬁfi’b for sex. Num of this mfc:rmatmn waq pmmcied to me b} Dss.

h;k i my carg, ih@ child dzscloscd sexuaal abuse that f;tmnm&d from a;:apmmmawl y aé,u 3 until
14 by her biological I father, She adv med that it had been reporiéd but despite mumple attempts to wm'“ i
that, DSS would net ;idwst, if that was true. The child disclosed that her mother suffers from mental
~iliness {bipolar, schizophrenia, dissociative disorder) and abuses drog. She also d;ﬁ;iﬂse& that hex _
~ grandmother told her when het mother was a child she puf a kitten in 8 microwave and kitled it. The child
disclosed that the 1eason she ran away which ted her in DI was because her mother’s b{}yﬁmnd had
thrown a shoe at her bead which strick her and that he had grdbi}éd her wrists and bruised her. The child
disclosed that she has witnessed her miother be in abusive reiat;amsh:ps before and has had to call for help
.in the past because her mom was being abused and that afterwards she would get in troudle for saving her
maother’s life. She referenced a specitic time when she watched her mother get strangled by an abusive
paramous. The child disclosed that she was *sexuai%y and physically abused in foster care. The child. alsa :
- disclosed that she was. g:wen a date. Tape drug and se}sﬁud} Iy assanlted last year. by, “fﬂﬁn{iﬂ

_ The child came to me w;th o madaganon ar medical ﬁ,wrds. s.m. had severe a! ierwm which lead
t{w anaphs; lacm sh{}c,%\ and shf, had o epi-pen of an} iﬁ ng; ‘%he had Arwm} E)eprescsmn Ad}us;tmem
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‘Disor der, P’l 813, (}pp@smonal Dehdnt Dm;rdm Persmia ﬁy Disei éur (undmmed} Conduc‘i E)rsordcr and

- ADHID.and was not on any medication, She had asthma and 2 h;s%m}f of anemia. Thechild also hada.

~ herniated disc n her back, a fractured foot from a How months prior that she did not go 1o ;}hymml therapy.
as she was sapposed to and was still experiencing pain. She also bad a swollen, painful knee from a prior
injury. 1 asked multiple times for medical records because | was unable getany niew doctor’s to write

: afny mt,dicanom for her without a medical h;stow without ﬁtam:m 5 from square one. ‘Viany requests and

. weeks went hsf and my pleas were ignored and/or vnfulfilled. The caseworker was new to the case and-
appeared to be trying to do her best. L emailed the supetvisor, the County Director, the Regimai Eeam

* Lader, State Director and a few {)thcra with DSS muitiple times wnlmut as much asan

: achnow}zdgement Fortunaioly, afier appramma’{eiy 4 wgek‘; Fwas ab 10 gat this child on some

~ medication and attem pt tor start stabﬁmﬂg he; -

_ She aafw&ed me when she came to me ihai she was hzwmﬂr imubia seein g and mak her to. aﬁ eye

© doctor immediately. They advised me that her eyes were, “fluctuating g like crazy™. . She was expericncing,

- such severe muscle spasms in her eyes from streds and anxiety that it was constricting hér eve muscles
and limiting her ability to see. She was unable to see the Targe, “E” on the exam board. The doctor said

- she had been suffering, She was prescribed glasses and said anxiety medication would also iw%p It wasn T

. unitik weeks later that | was abl¢ 10 get her those anxiety meds hecauwe Phad m stari frmn %qnam ome
because fo one would pmwde me the necesgary, :Lwrdﬂ -

When 'askc,d thc child ﬂ;cud she fiad 1ot been to the Dcmzst ina whsie and said she was
. experiencing pain in her mouth. 1 took her to & Dentist where they diseovered she had nine cavidies. She
was also referred to an Oral Surgeon because of her wisdom teeth. The child was seen by the Oral
- Surgeon where it was determined her wisdom teeth were impacted and she would need surgery m refmove
i lhu:n as ihﬁ:‘\z were gmwmg into her tw{h anci most hkﬁiv {he cu pnt Gf hex r;mgomg pain. :

Tha c¢hild aﬁked me on September 21, 2015 if it was tmzma! to experience pain while having s
- bowel movement and she said she had blood in her stool.  took her to a doctor immediately where blood

. tests were ordered, a CT Szan and & MRI due to her headaches and severe aiiea’g;bs The child was unable -

to have & CT Sean and "v’iR] due to insurance issues, She was seen in the Emergency Department and hy. -
another primary doctor where they b&hwc she has internal henwrrhmds and/or mmhpa‘tmn Due to her
' htstcw\ of anemia, wazated to makc sure she was nobanemic w}mh thank‘{uiiv she Wasn't,

. The child was mmble 1o m‘tgmd} y he,gm b{,hOU zmmedm{eiv hemuq& of her hib’l(}ﬁ’ mth Dilso

- we had to go through an Administrative Hearing, Fortunately, she was granied the opportunity Lo enter the
school distriet and was assigned to an alternative school. It was discovered when requesting her récords,

that this child is almiost 16, had ZERG credits towards graduating high school. There was a possibility

that we just didn® ‘thave the right’ rewrds However, because DSS wouid never prm ;df, us with rccords

' t%if. child had to start school as if she were a ﬁ‘eghmdn '

The chiEd Wwas piacad into- ?wchoﬂwﬁpy and was seeing a Pgwhoiogist Psvc.:hmmsi L P{ n

“schoel, and LPC out of school. She was on psyuhzatﬁ{: madacmons mciucﬁm&, ske:pmg medications to -
help with. her nightmares and flashbacks, She had her epi-pen and oral allergy meds. She had her wia‘;s,ea :

She had majority of her cavities fi ifed. She had an appoiniment to get her foot re-examined. She was _
“under the care of a Chir opractor for her back and knee. She had an appomtm:;,nt scheduled for her wisdont
éeth to be removed. She was in credit recovery classes and obtaiming passing grades in school. She was -

not missing any classes other than for DSS visits or doctor’s visits. The child was on a dance teans. She
~was enrolled in Urbao League where she was attending bl«mamhiy meetings preparing for full-time -
“summer employment. The child was actively lvoking for a part-time job. The chiid was sef to begin
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| 'parentmg ciasqw so she. muﬁd wm‘k on he}: irea&mem pian to pﬁs&;iﬂ} get her chi d E::zzck S}m was ﬁmvmg
- inmy hﬂme

. A cou‘ri ;idta was.set omgmdliy for ()ambw 7,201 ‘i Howwar was raschedule;.d ior (}«,mber 19,
2015 5 due to the historic flooding. After a visit with her family and a few days prior to the court date, she

- expressed concern to myselfand the SCYAP staff r{:gardmg fear that the courts might send her back
home. Her family had advised her that if she just told her mom she was sorry then she could come home,
Her sister who is violent and also in.a gang also detailed a plan to have the child come back home briefly

- and then take her from the hometo live with hea She is believed (o have a cmmmai hsster’y and use drugs.

- She expressed that she felt cabhgat&d to her famdy but she felt Toved, supported, and safe in her foster
home with me. I had been in close contact with the Guardian ad Litem who was not advouatmg for the

child 1o be returned home, 1 kept the case worker abreast cif wcwihmg ﬁ}ﬁi Was gouif! on. w;th very.
- detailed emmis even if [ dsdn 't hear back.. ‘ : :

‘On October 1 5, ”{}1 5 _1 ruuved acall fmm ti}e caseworker adyi sf;mg nie th'it DSS Aa%gsmmt
Team met yes&creiay ami untounded the child's case. The mom had decided she wanted her back now, _
~ They then presented i ittoa judge and got an order for her o return home the following day. When asked
" about thie medical neglect and the concerns invel ving the housch@ld shie would be remrnsngp to, the ;epiy
from the caseworker | rec.c:ved wag, “that’s not what thzs case is about S :

i Pnor to DS’ admmtm;s, + for et return home, | had filed a {:smpiamt with the D‘SS Dmbud&m&n S
- because no one would respond to-niy contacts dnd without her medical records the child was in jeopardy
of noy bemﬂ able to-attend schoo! because she didn’t h:cwf: up to date immunization records, The Qua it:y

- Improvement worker for DSS was also contacted and never called niie back. DS’ solution to my concem o

 with her going home was for me 1o frangport the child 1.5 hours to the DSS office and meet with the mony
* and tell her my coneermns. My congernis involve her and her boyfriend and the athc,r gang members in the
home. T am not sure how that was a solution. Jt presented safety concerns actuaiiv and pomnﬁmiiv would -

*have. jeopardized the child’s %‘ai'ety when ﬁ;he retumt,d hamc 1f I uspre,s&mi ceftain mmlm whic h mddu Eht N

SO, mad

 When 1 hmught the chdfé to the SC‘Y&P office to n{mfy lmr tha‘f shew ouid be retummg hume
" she immediately began shaking and crying and cené:mu{msiy pleaded with me and begged me not to let
" DSS take her. She just kept saying, “Please don’t let themn take me. I don’t wantt6 go. I want to stay with
~ you.” You eoild se¢ the Tear in her eyes, She refused to pack her belongings and was in denial that she
- Was kavmg She kepi askmg throughout the mgiﬁ as she or :ed 1? this was all a.dream and if ﬂ;he was gmng o
o wake up. : : :

i contauﬁud f&‘verwﬁe I muid The Guardzan 4d Lﬂﬁm whg was mﬂ even aware the %hiid was
' bmm: returned home, the Geardian ad Litem General Counsel, the 5C Foster Parent Aswmatton the 85C-
'DSS Ombudsinan, the SC DSS State Director, and the child's counselors but L couldn’t stop it. The
- trapsporters came and took her the next day. The Ormbudsman told me that we needed to hope and’ pray
 that the environment was better and she would be ok. The ch:ld’s counsclor made a u;pori, anid }Z)S‘Es
.ddvased hu* they had an open casi, }’ﬂ‘i they let her rntum to that tcma, homt '

_ - 'The child was mtumeci tcr he:r fﬁmt]v at 1 tam, By 3p, her 19 yoar f}ld sister ifhgaiiv allowed hcr
-t operate a motor vehicle and she had hit a tree. [ notified DSS and their response was, “Tam really sofry-
‘to hear this.” A week had past and the child contacted me just then trying to ascertain her school records.
A few days Tater, the child contacted me again asking about clothing vouchers because she needed clothes -
- and her family didn’t have money to buy her any. T'o the best of my knowledge, the child is also not
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g v

st ak to treat Euds ti:m, way. f used 0 see qiams on tdev;smn a‘m)ut uhﬂdreﬂ d} mgﬁ in ms,ier carg or -
' 5h0rﬂv after being 1 in foster care and I was puzzﬁed as fo how: that could happsm However, after seeing
- firsthand what happencd with this child, § fully understand how it happens. Please help me help this child.
Tam willing to take her back in my home. She deserves a chasce at a life free froni abuise, vinlence, and
 palmn Please don’t et ih;s child siip Lhrouﬁh the eracks. and die on your w‘m,h

Ré:;:p.'t:ct.fuiiy; |

Kel 1’}; Ahir Cafrén

Cei _ _
| The H(}mrabk’: Nikki Hal{;y SG (xoxfemﬁr | |
'H&rry W Dcms e, ’C‘h}ldm s Law E,cm{:z' Entmm Dzree,tm
) ammy Bf,'i}itﬁt “%C A pp ﬂaﬁtd Legal }ustzce Leme,z’ Fam; iv E qW Auc;mey :
- C aﬂ Brown, Sf? Foster Parent Asmmaﬁon Lxewiwe Dzmz&m
- Pat Llew 1} B, ‘National %caster ?dmnt Aamudtum Pn,sxdcm
- -Bllondaan Fundubuic. Guardian ag % m::m D;mcmr : |
| .Margarﬁt Barber Dupax‘!;mmt of Jmem!e jus.t:ee Director | _
Lek Caie 8¢ Yomh Admﬂaw !’mgmm Chief i:,xwmwc {}Fflcer |
Marvena Tw1gg Natmnai Youih Ad& m,.%,y ?mmdentf( TG
- Veronica Swam Kun;a SC Cnmc V;aizm 8 ()mbud@nmn i}lm,ior
'Iim fb{:i)ﬁ U S. Esanatm | |
| . _A}an Wﬁ‘;c}n SC &twmey General
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