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This couldbe year
forstate road plan
By The HeraldEditorial Board

AgroupofS.C.House
Republicanleaderswilltry
againthissessiontoin­
creasethestate'sgastax.
Maybe,withanewgover­
nor,theywillsucceed.
Thebillisco­sponsored

byHouseSpeakerJay
Lucas,R­Darlington,
Housebudgetchairman
BrianWhite,R­Anderson,
andHouseMajorityLead­
erGarySimrill,R­Rock
Hill.OneDemocrat–state
Rep.JimmyBalesofRich­
land–alsoisaco­sponsor.
Thebillwouldincrease

the16.75­cent­a­gallongas
taxby10centsoverthe
nextfiveyearsatarateof
2centsayear.Whenfully
phasedin,theadditional
taxwouldraiseanestimat­
ed$600millionayearto
repairthestate'scrum­
blingroadsandbridges.
Theplanalsowould

increasethesalestaxcap
onvehiclesalesto$500
from$300.Andmotorists
movingtoSouthCarolina
wouldpayaone­time
$250feetoregistertheir
cars.
Theplanalsowould

chargea$60feeforhy­
bridvehiclesanda$120
feeforelectricvehicles.
Therationaleisthathy­
bridsandelectricvehicles
uselessgasbutstilluse
stateroads.
Theproposalisalmost

identicaltooneproduced
twoyearsagobyaspecial
Houseroadpanelledby

Simrill.Thatplanpassed
byaveto­proofmajorityin
theHousein2015but
boggeddownintheSen­
ate.
Gov.NikkiHaleyhas

impededanyincreasein
thestategastaxforthe
pasttwoyearswithun­
reasonabledemandsto
coupleagastaxincrease
withevenhighercutsin
stateincometaxrates.
Withoutthetaxcuts,she
said,shewouldvetothe
roadbill.
ButHaleysoonwillbe

theU.S.ambassadortothe
UnitedNationsandLt.
Gov.HenryMcMasterwill
takeherplaceinthegov­
ernor'smansion.While
McMasterhasrefusedto
revealhisstanceonthe
Houseplan,thereishope
thathewillbemoreame­
nabletoitthanHaleywas.
IfSouthCarolinais

seriousaboutfixingits
roads,agastaxincrease
almostsurelymustbepart
ofthesolution.Evenwith
$600millioninnewreve­
nuesfromahighergastax
–whichwouldn'tbefully
phasedinforfiveyears–
thestatestillwouldfall
shortofthenearly$1bil­
lionayeartheS.C.De­
partmentofTransporta­
tionestimatesitwould
needtomakestateroads
safer.
Butraisingthegastaxis

asensibleandevencrucial

componenttoanyroads
bill.Thestategastax,the
second­lowestinthena­
tion,hasn'tbeenincreased
since1987.
Raisingthetaxwould

capturemoneyfromthe
millionsofout­of­state
motoristswhouseour
roads.Andevenwitha
10­centtaxincrease,gas
pricesinSouthCarolina
stillwouldbelowerthan
inneighboringstates.
Thegastaxshouldbe

regardedasauserfeepaid
byallwhoputwearand
tearonourroads.Un­
fortunately,somelaw­
makersaresoaverseto
anytaxhikethatthey
reflexivelyopposeonethat
wouldraisemoneyfor
roadsfromtourists,busi­
nesscommutersand
cross­countrytruckersin
additiontoresidents.
Butiflawmakersare

worriedaboutpayinga
politicalpriceforraising
thegastax,theyalso
shouldworryaboutthe
pricetheycouldpayfor
failingtomaintainthe
state'sroads.SouthCar­
olinianshavelistedroad
repairsasatoppriorityfor
years,andstatelawmakers
havefailedtodeliver.
WehopeMcMasterwill

helpshepherdaroadbill
throughtheLegislature
thisyear.Butevenifhe
doesn'tleadtheway,we
hopeheatleastwon't
impedeitasHaleydid.
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Haley confirmed,McMaster
sworn in asS.C. governor
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com

Exit Gov.NikkiHaley. Enter
Gov.Henry McMaster.
SouthCarolina's lieutenant

governor becameitsgovernor
Tuesday, withinan hourof Ha­
ley being confirmedas U.S.
ambassador totheUnited Na­
tions andresigningfrom herjob
as thestate's chief executive.
Afterthe U.S. Senatevoted

96­4to confirmHaley's ap­
pointment byPresidentDonald
Trump,McMaster andHaley
appeared at theState House
with S.C. SupremeCourt Chief
Justice DonBeatty inaceremo­
nial transfer ofpower.
McMaster, 69,thanked Haley

for hercontribution tothe state

andsaid heis"humbled, honor­
ed anddeeply appreciativeof
being grantedoneof therarest
opportunities toserve thepeople
of mystate, myhomeandthat
of myforefathers. Greatpros­
perity,successand happiness
will beours, andwe will serveas
abeacon ofinspiration for
others,"McMaster added,not
taking questionsfrom reporters.
A ColumbiaRepublican elect­

ed lieutenant governor in2014,
McMastertook theoath of of­
fice Tuesdaydespite not being
requiredto doso. Underthe
stateConstitution, thelieuten­
antgovernor automatically
becomes governor whenava­

cancyoccurs inthestate's high­
est office. McMastersaidlittle
Tuesdayabouthis plansas gov­
ernor.
The leadersof stateagencies

that formthe governor's Cabi­
net­allappointed byfellow
Republican Haley ­arestaying
onboard inthe newadminis­
tration, McMaster's office con­
firmed Tuesday.Thatincludes
Commerce DepartmentSecre­
taryBobby Hitt,credited,with
Haley,with attracting thousands
of newjobstothe state.
Also, McMasterand wife

Peggy plan tomoveintothe
Governor's Mansionassoon as
possible.

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

South Carolina Lt. Gov. HenryMcMaster is sworninTuesdayas
governor after Gov. Nikki Haley wasconfirmed asU.N. ambassador.
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INDIANLAND

MovementMortgage
to add 700­plus jobs
BY MICHAELHARRISON

mharrison@fortmilltimes.com

INDIANLAND

MovementMortgage is
expandingits corporate
headquartersinBailes
Ridge CorporateParkon
S.C. 160East withan $18
million investment expect­
ed tocreated morethan
700 newjobs, thecompa­
nyannouncedTuesday.
The jobswill beadded

overthe next fiveyears,
accordingtoacompany
release.
"Thishiring andexpan­

sionis goingtohelp drive
ourbusinessforward as
wecontinue tolead a
'movementofchange' in
themortgage industry,
corporateculture andour
communities,"Movement
Mortgage CEOand co­
founderCasey Crawford
saidinthe release.
Crawfordand Gov.

NikkiHaley praised each
otherover themove –
Haley forcontinuing to
investinthe state, and
Crawfordfor Haley help­
ingtocreate "a business­
friendly"environment
that invitesinvestment.
"Movement Mortgage

hasbeen an incredible
partnertoourstate since
itsdoors openedinLan­
casterCounty twoyears
ago,"Haley said.
"This$18million in­

vestment, andthe 700
jobsit means for Lancas­
ter(County),shows that
MovementMortgage is
committed toourstate
anditspeople, and we
couldn'tbe moreexcited
toseethis fantastic com­
panycontinue togrow and
thrive herefor avery long
time,"Haley said.
"Once again,Governor

Haley andthe stateof
SouthCarolina havepro­
ven tobegreatpartnersin
creatingabusiness­friend­
lyclimate that promotes
growthand aspirit of
partnershipbetweenthe
government andthe pri­
vate sector," Crawford
said.
Founded in2008,

MovementMortgage has
grownfrom fouremploy­
eestomore than4,100 in
48states, includingmore
than650at the Indian
Land facility.The compa­

ny, namedin onesurveya
year agoas the bestplace
towork inthe Carolinasin
partfor the amenities it
offers itsworkforce,will
receivejobcredits tohelp
offset thecost of itsin­
vestment, therelease
states.
"Today, wecongrat­

ulateMovement Mortgage
onall oftheir successes
hereinthe PalmettoState
andaround thecountry,"
S.C. Secretary ofCom­
merce BobbyHitt said.
LancasterCounty Coun­

cilChairman Steve Harper
lauded thecompany.
"Lancaster Countyis

very excitedthat Move­
ment Mortgage willex­
pand itsheadquartersin
IndianLand,"hesaid."In
justover a year,theyhave
becomeone ofthe coun­
ty'sleading corporate
facilityoperations and
haveexceededtheir initial
projection for jobsand
investment. The county
council thanksMovement
Mortgage for theirnew
commitmenttoour com­
munity, aswell as the

stateand countyeconomic
development teamthat
workedwith themto getit
done."
The newjobsmaybe

comingat an opportune
time.While the latest
figuresshow
unemploymentfallingto
nearhistoric low levels,
the joblessrate ticked up
slightlyinDecember in
York, Lancasterand Ches­
tercounties.
Hiring for thenewposi­

tions isexpected tobegin
inthe firstquarterof 2017.
Interested applicants
shouldvisit thecompany's
careerspage online at
movement.com/careers.
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JASONE.MICZEK WWW.MICZEKPHOTO.COM

Movement Mortgage inIndian Landhas announced an$18 millionexpansion that will
include more than 700 jobs.
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Widening I­95
would cost an
estimated $4B
CASSIE COPE
THE STATE

It would cost up to $4 billion to widen Interstate
95 to six lanes in South Carolina, transportation offi­
cials said Monday.

That initial estimate includes widening about 190
miles of the interstate to three lanes in each direc­
tion from the state's border with Georgia to the bor­
der with North Carolina, replacing bridges along the
interstate and improving interchanges.

But it could be years before the state has enough
money to pay for the widening project. The project
also would have to rank high enough on Transporta­
tion Department priority lists to be fixed.
I­95 bottlenecks in South Carolina, especially

during high­trafficked holiday weekends. The
three­lane road in Georgia shrinks to two lanes en­
tering the Palmetto State.

"A project of that magnitude, first of all, would be
unprecedented," Transportation Department Sec­
retary Christy Hall said at the annual meeting of the
state Alliance to Fix Our Roads, a group of road con­
tractors and consultants who want more money
spent on road­building projects.

Federal money eventually could pay for part of
the project.

"I do believe the Trump administration is serious
about an infrastructure program," Hall said.

The Transportation Department is in the process
of updating its priority list for interstate improve­
ments.

It plans to unveil that list in the coming months,
Hall said.

Rural parts of I­95 are included in the Transporta­
tion Department's $50 million­a­year plan to make
rural roads safer. That plan, unveiled last week, in­

cludes spending money to repaint pavement mark­
ings, installing rumble strips to alert drivers they
are near the road's edge and widening road shoul­
ders to give drivers time to correct if they run off the
road.
However, the agency has said it needs added

state or federal dollars to pay for those improve­
ments.

The $50 million is part of much greater sum ­ an
extra $943 million per year ­ that the Transporta­
tion Department said it needs to make the state's de­
teriorating roads safer, including spending
$500 million to repave crumbling highways.

Last week, House GOP leaders introduced a pro­
posal to raise the state's 16.75­cent­a­gallon gas tax
by 10 cents over five years. That increase, along
with raising other driving fees, would raise roughly
$600 million a year for road repairs when enacted.

Legislators last week indicated there is appetite
for a gas tax increase this year, in part because Gov.
Nikki Haley is leaving office.

"When she's gone, our chances of passing com­
mon­sense legislation go up exponentially," said
state House Minority Leader Todd Rutherford,
D­Richland.

State Sen. Thomas McElveen, D­Sumter, said Ha­
ley has been an impediment to raising the gas tax. In
2015, Haley said she would veto any gas­tax hike that
was not tied to a much larger income tax cut.
Haley resigned from office Tuesday after the

U.S. Senate confirmed her to become U.S. ambassa­
dor to the United Nations.
New Gov. Henry McMaster has not said if he

would veto a gas­tax increase.
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McMaster takes
over as Haley exits
Change comes after former governor accepts UN post
TIM SMITH
TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

COLUMBIA ­ Henry McMaster,
whose bid for governor seven years
ago ended with a defeat to Nikki Ha­
ley, became South Carolina's 117th
governor Tuesday after Haley was
confirmed as United Nations ambas­
sador and resigned as governor.
McMaster, 69, the state's affable

lieutenant governor since 2015 and a
former state attorney general and
U.S. attorney, took the oath of office at
about 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in a second­
floor Statehouse lobby packed with
well wishers, including Haley, who
has served as the state's top leader
since 2010.
"I am humbled, honored and deeply

appreciative of being granted one of
the rarest opportunities to serve the
people of my state," McMaster said,
with Haley standing nearby.
About an hour earlier, the U.S. Sen­

ate voted overwhelmingly to confirm
Haley to be the nation's representa­

tive to the United Nations and the U.N.
Security Council. Earlier Tuesday the
Senate's Foreign Relations Commit­
tee voted in favor of her confirmation
19­2.
Sen. Bob Corker, chairman of the

Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
told the Senate before Haley's vote
that the United Nations was at a "cross
roads" and needed someone "reform­
minded" from the United States.
"There's no question that she's not

the most adept person at foreign pol­
icy," he said of Haley. "But I think
where the United Nations is today, we
need a real driven person who cares
about our own national interest but
also has the ability to break through
the clutter and reform."
South Carolina's two senators,

Lindsey Graham and Tim Scott, also
urged colleagues to vote for her, with
Scott saying Haley was the "type of vi­
sionary leader who will turn the diplo­

matic tide of the past years, and reas­
sure our allies that the United States
stands in strong support of them.."
Graham called her "tough and de­

termined" but also someone who
brought unity in difficult times.
"I think she'll represent us very

well," he said.

See GOVERNOR, Page 5A

"Great prosperity,
success and happiness
will be ours, and we

will serve as a beacon of
inspiration for others."

GOV. HENRY MCMASTER

Governor
Continued from Page 1A

Haley, nominated by
President Donald
Trump for the post last
November, bid the state
farewell last week in
her annual address to
lawmakers, calling the
governor's job "the
greatest honor of my
life."
She praised McMas­

ter at Tuesday's short
ceremony.
"There is lots of work

to do but we have the
right person to do it,"
she said. "I am very

comfortable with the
fact that Governor
McMaster will take
over. He has a love of
our state. He loves our
people. And I know he
will do it with a steady
hand."
With his family

watching, McMaster
told a crowd of well­
wishers that "it is a
great evening in South
Carolina," putting a
twist on the phrase Ha­
ley made famous.
"Great prosperity,

success and happiness
will be ours, and we will
serve as a beacon of in­

spiration for others," he
said. "We will do our
best and we will be our
best."
Tuesday's actions

came too late in the day
for the state Senate to
fill the lieutenant gover­
nor's post. The Senate
met for little more than
an hour earlier Tuesday
before adjourning.
Normally, the Senate

president pro tempore,
currently Sen. Hugh
Leatherman, becomes
lieutenant governor if
there is a vacancy. But
Leatherman has indicat­
ed he has no desire to be­

come lieutenant gover­
nor and resigned as pro
tem just before the vot­
ing on Haley's confir­
mation began.
Sen. Kevin Bryant, an

Anderson Republican,
has said he wants the
lieutenant governor job,
as does Sen. John Scott,
a Columbia Democrat.
Whoever wins in the Re­
publican­majority
chamber becomes lieu­
tenant governor, again
opening the pro tem job,
which Leatherman is
then expected to run for.
Leatherman con­
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firmed again Tuesday
he did not want the lieu­
tenant governor's post
but otherwise kept mum
about his plans.
Sen. Nikki Setzler,

leader of the Senate's
Democrats and one of
its senior members,
asked that the Senate
adjourn Tuesday in hon­
or of McMaster, who
presided over the cham­
ber as part of his duties.
Tuesday's events

held some irony for
McMaster, the first
statewide elected offi­
cial in the state to pub­
licly back Trump. He
lost to Haley in the 2010
gubernatorial primary,
then ran for lieutenant
governor in 2014. If
McMaster chooses to
run for governor in
2018, he will do so as an
incumbent.
"Today is a historic

day for the people of
South Carolina," House
Speaker Jay Lucas said
in a statement. "I have
no doubt U.N. Ambassa­
dor Nikki Haley will
serve the American peo­
ple with the same com­
passion and diligence
she has shown the citi­
zens of South Carolina. I
welcome my good
friend Gov. Henry

McMaster into his new
role and eagerly await
working with him on
pressing issues that
must be addressed to
move our state for­
ward."
The Republican Gov­

ernors Association also
praised McMaster.
"As a veteran, law en­

forcement official and
dedicated public ser­
vant, Henry McMaster
has spent his entire ca­
reer leading South Caro­
lina forward," said RGA
Chairman Scott Walker.
"He has the necessary
experience and leader­
ship to hit the ground
running, and will build
upon Gov. Nikki Haley's
successful legacy by
strengthening the
state's positive business
climate and creating
even more opportuni­
ties through pro­growth
policies."
McMaster has not

given any public indica­
tions of his stance on
some of the state's
thorniest issues, includ­
ing road funding, which
is again before lawmak­
ers.
But legislators have

praised him as someone
they believe will be

more cooperative than
his predecessor, who
has not hesitated to call
out lawmakers when
she disagreed over is­
sues and who once is­
sued a report card on
their performance.
Haley, the daughter

of Indian immigrants,
was in her second term
as South Carolina's first
female governor when
Trump offered her the
U.N. job. She backed
Sen. Marco Rubio dur­
ing the GOP primary in­
stead of Trump. Rubio
presided during her
Senate confirmation
vote Tuesday.
In her confirmation

hearing last week, Ha­
ley took a hard­line
stance on Russia and in­
dicated her support for
Israel.
Prior to his election

as lieutenant governor,
McMaster served eight
years as the state's at­
torney general and four
years as U.S. attorney
for South Carolina, the
top federal prosecutor
in the state.
As attorney general,

McMaster cracked
down on internet preda­
tors and extended the
State Grand Jury's ju­
risdiction to securities

crimes after the col­
lapse of Carolina Inves­
tors and Home Gold in
Pickens, convicting
those responsible, and
also extended the pan­
el's jurisdiction to envi­
ronmental crimes and
gang crimes.
He also organized

and led the states in the
constitutional challenge
to the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care
Act.
The first U.S. attor­

ney appointed by Presi­
dent Ronald Reagan,
McMaster led an inves­
tigation into interna­
tional drug smuggling
dubbed "Operation
Jackpot" that produced
more than 100 convic­
tions.
In 2012, Haley ap­

pointed McMaster and
former Attorney Gener­
al Travis Medlock to
lead a bi­partisan com­
mission to reform ethics
laws.
McMaster was elect­

ed chairman of the state
Republican Party in
1993 and was re­elected
three times, also serv­
ing on the Republican
National Committee un­
til 2002.

SC0148 Greenville News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 01/25/2017

McMaster takes over as Haley exits
TIM SMITH TCSMITH@GREENVILLENEWS.COM
134.85 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Greenville, SC    Circulation: 113473

Page: 2

61018-01-25_1005.pdf

County: Greenville



MIC SMITH//AP
Henry McMaster is sworn in Tuesday as governor of South Carolina during a ceremony at the Statehouse in Columbia. McMaster became
governor after Nikki Haley resigned when she was confirmed as ambassador to the United Nations.
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LEGISLATURE

Senate leaderresigns
to avoid becoming
lieutenant governor
BY CASSIECOPE

ccope@thestate.com

S.C. SenatePresident
ProTempore HughLeath­
erman resigned Tuesday
inorder toavoidbecom­
ingthe state's lieutenant
governor.
The state's most pow­

erful politician,Leather­
man–whochairsthe
Senate's powerful budget­
writing FinanceCommit­
tee –saidinNovemberhe
was notinterested inbe­
coming lieutenantgover­
nor, an essentially power­
less position.
The question ofwho

would beSouthCarolina's
lieutenant governorbe­
cameurgent Tuesday
when Gov.Nikki Haley
was confirmedby theU.S.
Senateas U.S. ambassador
tothe United Nations.
Haley thenresigned,

elevatingLt. Gov.Henry
McMaster, R­Richland,to
the postof governor. That
movevacated the lieuten­
antgovernor's post.
Lastweek, however,the

S.C. SupremeCourt ruled
the Senatepresident pro
temporewould replace
McMasteras lieutenant

governor.
"The stateSupreme

Court clarified anyques­
tions onthe lineofsucces­
sion, andas I'vestated
before, I havenodesireto
seek statewideoffice and I
will remainin theSenate,"
Leatherman saidina
statement Tuesdayeve­
ning.
Senators are expected

Wednesday toelectstate
Sen.Kevin Bryant,R­
Anderson,toascend to the
lieutenant governor's
office.
OnceBryant becomes

the state's second­in­
command, Leatherman
likely willregain thepost
of Senateleaderinavote
of thefull Senate.
However, stateSen.

Harvey Peeler,R­Chero­
kee, plansto challenge
Leatherman, R­Florence,
for the topSenatepost.
Peeler,aformerSenate

majority leader, saidhe
was pushedtorun by
senators upset byLeather­
man's refusal toascend to
lieutenant governor,part

of theSenate president's
jobdescription.
Askedwhether he

thinkshe hasthe votes,
Peeler replied:"We'll see.
I'm working."
Republicans holdthe

majority of seats inthe
46­memberSenate. How­
ever,those GOP senators
split intocompeting fac­
tions. The competingGOP
factionsallow Senate
Democrats toally with
oneRepublican group to
electthe Senate leader,
most recentlyLeather­
man.
However, oppositionto

Leatherman hasbeen
been increasing.In De­
cember, nine senators–all
Republicans –voted
against re­electinghim
Senateleader.
Leatherman firstwas

elected Senatepresident
protempore in2014 after
then­Lt. Gov.Glenn
McConnell,R­Charleston,
resigned tobecome the
president ofthe Collegeof
Charleston.
Atthe time, then­Presi­

dent ProTemporeJohn
Courson, R­Richland,
resigned toavoidbecom­
inglieutenant governor.
AfterCourson stepped

down,senators elected
then­Sen. Yancey McGill
as Senatepresident pro
temporeand heascended
tobecome lieutenant
governor.

Avery Wilkscontributed.
CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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The(Columbia) Statefile photo

HughLeatherman saidhe wasnotinterested in becoming
lieutenant governor,an essentially powerlessposition.
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McMasterswornin
as S.C. governor
afterHaley resigns
BY JAMIESELF

jself@thestate.com

ExitGov.Nikki Haley.
Enter Gov.Henry
McMaster.
SouthCarolina's lieu­

tenantgovernor becameits
governor Tuesday,within an
hourof Haley beingconfirmed
as U.S.ambassador tothe Unit­
ed Nations andresigningfrom
herjob asthe state's chief exec­
utive.
Afterthe U.S. Senatevoted

96­4toconfirmHaley's ap­
pointment byPresidentDonald
Trump,McMaster andHaley
appeared at theState House
with S.C. SupremeCourt Chief
Justice DonBeatty inaceremo­
nialtransfer ofpower.
McMaster, 69,thanked Haley

for hercontribution tothe state
andsaid heis"humbled, honor­
ed anddeeply appreciativeof
being grantedoneof therarest
opportunities toserve thepeople
of mystate, myhomeandthat
of myforefathers.
"Great prosperity, successand

happiness willbe ours, andwe
will serveas abeacon ofin­
spirationfor others,"McMaster
added,not taking questions
fromreporters.
A ColumbiaRepublican elect­

ed lieutenant governorin 2014,
McMastertook theoath of of­
fice Tuesdaydespite not being
requiredtodo so.Under the
stateConstitution, thelieuten­
antgovernor automatically
becomes governorwhen a va­
cancyoccurs inthestate's high­
est office.
McMastersaidlittle Tuesday

abouthis plansas governor.
The leadersof stateagencies

that formthe governor'sCabi­
net­allappointed byfellow
Republican Haley ­arestaying
onboard inthe new adminis­
tration, McMaster's office con­
firmed Tuesday.Thatincludes
Commerce DepartmentSecre­
taryBobbyHitt, credited,with
Haley,with attracting thousands
of new jobstothe state.
Also, McMasterandwife

Peggyplanto moveintothe
Governor's Mansionassoon as
possible.The pairlive inahome
onSenate Street,neartheUni­
versityof SouthCarolina cam­
pus.
S.C. GOP ChairmanMatt

Moorecongratulated Haley and
McMaster.
Haley "has led ourstate

throughso many difficultdays

with graceand humility," Moore
said, creditingHaley with im­
proving the state's economy.
"We willmiss Gov.Haley's
strong, principledleadership,
but we'llalso missher compas­
sion, kindnessand lovefor our
state.
"Gov. McMasteris alifelong

Republican,former stateGOP
chairman andtrue publicser­
vantwho loves SouthCarolina
with allof hisheart. I knowhe
will continue ourstate's legacy
of greatRepublicangovernors,"
Mooresaid.
McMaster's tenure inthe

governor'soffice could prove
historic.
The formertwo­term state

attorneygeneralwill finish the
final twoyears ofHaley's term
andis expected torunfor the
office in2018.If McMasterwins
twoconsecutiveterms, hecould
serve almost10 years, making
him the state'slongest serving
governor.

HALEY OFFTO NEWJOB
Haley'snew jobwill moveher

toNew YorkCity whereshewill

SEEMCMASTER,7A

''GREATPROSPERITY,SUCCESSAND
HAPPINESSWILLBE
OURS,ANDWEWILL
SERVEASABEACON
OFINSPIRATIONFOR
OTHERS.

SouthCarolinaGov. Henry
McMaster

MOREINSIDE

A Senate leaderHughLeathermanresigns

to avoidbecominglieutenant governor,4A
A Trumpbudget pickS.C. RepMick

Mulvaneyspeaksto Congress,7A

FROM PAGE1A

MCMASTER
get apay raise to
$187,000ayear, upfrom

her$106,078­a­yearsala­
ry asgovernor. She also

will get an apartmentin
Manhattanat the swanky
Waldorf Astoria hotel,

which houses theofficial
residenceof the U.S.am­
bassador.
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Hersix years asgover­
norwere marked bya
sometimescombative
relationshipwith members
of theGOP­controlled
Legislature,giving legisla­
torsletter gradesand
calling themoutpublicly
for notvoting for her

agenda.
ButHaley also leaves

the governor'soffice with
anationalreputation,
credited forher leadership
inremovingthe Confeder­
ate flagfrom theState
House groundsafter the
raciallymotivated slaying
of nineAfrican­American
Charleston churchgoers,

andleading the state's
recovery fromaflood and
hurricane.
Haley'stenure inSouth

Carolina politicsmaynot
beover, observerssay.
Haley couldcome back

toSouth Carolinatorun
for theU.S. Senate, Win­
throp Universitypolitical
scientist ScottHuffmon

said.
Before "handingthe

reins"to McMaster, she

TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

South Carolina Lt.Gov. HenryMcMasteris sworn in asgovernor onTuesday after Gov. NikkiHaleyresigned to take anappointmentas United
Nations ambassador.

saidshe wouldbeaway
for awhile, adding, "Iwill
always haveoneeye on
SouthCarolina."

CassieCope contributed;
Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Haley'sgoodshowing
While manyTrump Cabinet

nomineesfacedopenly hos­
tile questioningthis week,
SouthCarolina Gov. Nikki
Haley wonbipartisan ap­
plausewhen the SenateFor­
eignRelationsCommittee
held ahearingWednesday on
hernomination tobeUnited
Statesambassador tothe
United Nations. Andwith
goodreason.
Shegotawarmreception in

partbecause of herpersonal
charismaand herimpressive
recordasgovernor. But her
frank,thoughtful answersto
the committee's questions
indicated she wouldbea
strong advocate for this na­
tion,and would nothesitate
todisagree with theexpressed
views ofPresident­elect Don­
ald Trump, who proposed her
for the jobsoon afterhis elec­
tion inNovember.
As Emma Dumainreported

inThe Post andCourier yes­
terday, Gov. Haley took issue

with Mr.Trump'scharacter­
izationsthat the United Na­
tions is ineffectiveand that
the NorthAtlantic Treaty
Organization isoutdated.
Russia,she said,"can't be
trusted." And shechallenged
the advisabilityof anational
registry for Muslims.
As U.N. ambassador,Mrs.

Haley will beamember of
Mr. Trump's NationalSecuri­
ty Council andan activepar­
ticipant inframing,as wellas
defending, U.S. foreignpolicy.
In arevealingcomment

about her approach toher
new responsibilities, she said
the new president's national
securityteam ­which will
also include thesecretaries of
state anddefense, thena­
tion's topmilitary officer, the
attorneygeneral andthe pres­
ident's national securityad­
viser ­will haveto"educate,
inform him of whatwe know,
inform him of strategies."

– Post &Courier
Charleston
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE •ASSOCIATEEDITOR•THE STATE

How to hold agovernor
accountable for education
SENATORS listened re­

spectfully Thursday as
the head ofthe S.C. Edu­
cation Associationtold

them that theidea of lettingthe
governor appoint thedirector of
the stateEducation Department
was "a distraction."

Then the
other teacher
in theroom,
freshman
Sen. Mike
Fanning,
explained ina
way the law­
yers inthe
room really
couldn't, at
least not with

the same credibility, whythe
notion ofpolitical accountability
was anything but adistraction.
"As ahistory teacher,"he

said, "the most frustratingthing
to mewasthat everyone run­
ning for governor waspro­public
education, andthenwhen they
became governor,there wasno
way as ateachertoholdthem
responsible, because their re­
sponse was, 'I can'tdoanything
about that.'" Educationsuperin­
tendents, meantime, wouldtell
teachers the lackof progress
wasn't their fault because, for
instance, the governor rejected
their budget requests.
What teachersneed, Mr. Fan­

ning said, isthe ability tosay to
candidates for governor,"if you
say you're pro­publiceducation,
when we electyou, weexpect
you todosomethingaboutit."
And so it was that thetwo

Republicans and theoneDemo­
crat onthe subcommitteeap­
proved the resolutiontobring
South Carolinainto line with the
38 states wherethe chief educa­

tion official is aprofessional
rather than apolitician.
That vote for S.137,toask

voters in2018toamend the
state constitutiontohavethe
governor appoint thesuperin­
tendent, camean hourafter a
bipartisan Housesubcommittee
unanimously approved an iden­
tical measure, H.3146, along
with H.3036, which sets
requirements forgubernatorially
appointed superintendents (our
elected superintendent simply
must be atleast 18years oldand
a registered voter).Another
bipartisan Senate subcommittee
had unanimously approved a
qualifications bill, S.27, theday
before.
I don't meanby thisto sug­

gest that weare justafew per­
functory votes away fromoneof
the most significantreforms to
our antiquated governmental
structure … ever.As we've seen
too manytimes, bills cansail
through subcommitteesand die
infull committee.Theycan sail
through full committee and, at
least inthe Senate, die onthe
calendar without a moment's
debate, let alone avote.All
that's requiredis for asingle
senator tosay,you know,Idon't
like that bill, andfor hiscol­
leagues not toinsist ongiving
the billone ofapreciousfew
prioritydebate slots.
But last week's votes werea

good startto ayear when­
despite a promisedpushfor the
change byEducationSuperin­
tendent MollySpearman and
Gov. Nikki Haley (pre­U.N.
nomination) ­Iwasn'tholding
my breathfor any significant
reforms tothe government that
was designedcenturies ago with
one goalabove allothers:to

keep poweraway fromany gov­
ernor.
Mr. Fanning didaverynice

job explainingthe importance of
being able tohold someone
accountable for theprogress ­
or lackthereof ­inour schools.
Beyond that, asMs.Spearman
and Ms. Haley explained to
legislators inNovember, elect­
ing asuperintendentindepend­
ently ofthe governor canpre­
vent us "movingthe statefor­
wardwith a commonvisionfor
education priorities"andresult
in"incompatible positions(and)
a lack ofcoordination."Which
is somethingwe've seen more
often thannotin the30 years
I'vebeen watching governors
and education superintendents
who were,moreoften thannot,
incompatible even when they
came fromthe same political
party.
"What afragmented approach

does morethananything else is
that it protects the statusquo,"
saidSen.Shane Massey, who
chaired Thursday'sSenate sub­
committee meeting, "because if
everybody's disagreeing, there's
not goingto beawhole lotdone
tochange anything."Having the
education superintendent and
governor onthe samepage all
the time­notjustduring rare
politicalalignments like we've
had the pasttwoyears ­puts
more pressureon theLegisla­
ture, hesaid, to"move onsome
stuff."Which we need.
Ms. Spearman recognized

during her2014campaign that
South Carolinawas missing out
onthe most talentedcandidates
because they weren'twilling to
raise hundredsof thousandsof
dollars, take ayear away from
their professions and go through
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the rigorsof campaigningin
order torun forthe job.
But forall the logicand prac­

ticality from supporters,oppo­
nents of this changehavea
powerful weaponof their own:
hyperbole.
"Our concern," Education

Association PresidentBerna­
dette Hampton toldMr.Mas­
sey'ssubcommittee, "isthat we
lose ourright as citizensof this
state, astaxpayers of this state,

tohaveanysay ….It's like we're
moving toadictatorship."
She noted that theEducation

Association's research had re­
vealed that both NorthCarolina
and Georgiaelecttheir superin­
tendents. Shecould haveadded,
had shebeen so inclined,that
California doesaswell, along
with its left­coast near­neighbor
Washington stateand a
dwindling handful ofother
mostly Westernstates.

Which meanswe mustbe off
tothe Gulaginthe vast majority
of thestates, since either the
(elected) governor appointsthe
education superintendent or the
superintendentis selected by
the stateboard of education ­
which is appointedby the(elect­
ed) governor.

Ms.Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''BUTFORALLTHELOGICAND
PRACTICALITY
FROMSUPPORTERS,
OPPONENTSHAVEA
POWERFULWEAPON
OFTHEIROWN:
HYPERBOLE.
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TRUMPEXECUTIVE ORDER

Foreign aid halted for
abortioncounseling
BY SOMINISENGUPTA
NewYorkTimes

UNITED NATIONS

PresidentDonaldTrump
reinstated apolicy Monday
that originatedin theRea­
ganera,prohibitingthe use
of U.S.foreign aid tohealth
providersabroad who dis­
cuss abortionas afamily
planning option.
U.S.lawalreadyprohibits

theuseofU.S.taxpayerdol­
larsforabortionservices
anywhere,includingincoun­
trieswhereabortionislegal.
Butthisorder,knownby
criticsastheglobalgagrule,
freezesU.S.fundingtohealth
careprovidersinpoorcoun­
triesiftheyincludeabortion
counselingoriftheyadvocate
therighttoseekabortionin
theircountries.
Comingas oneofTrump's

firstorders,it was likely to
please the anti­abortion
lobbyat home.Butcritics
say it alsosymbolizes the
new administration'sde­
fianceof the women'srepro­
ductiverights movement,an
importantforcein theweek­
end protestmarchesin
Washington andothercities
that followedTrump's inau­
guration.
As for theorder's practical

effects, healthpolicy experts
say restrictionsonabortion
servicesinthe pasthave not
led toadeclineinabortion
ratesincountries that re­
ceive U.S. fundingfor repro­
ductivehealth services, and

they warnthat those re­
strictionsonlyheighten the
chances ofillegal, often
unsafe, abortions.
The United Statesis the

largestbilateral donorof
reproductivehealth services
abroad,according tothe
United Nations Foundation,
which advocates greater
support fromthe United
Statesfor the worldbody.
Inrecentdecades, abor­

tion rateshavedeclined
sharplyinthe richestcoun­
tries, includingthe United
States, wherethe rate has
fallen toitslowestsince the
SupremeCourt legalized
abortionin1973,according
tothe Guttmacher Institute,
aresearchgroup that sup­
ports women'srighttohave
an abortion.It hasremained
steadyinthe developing
worldsince the early1990s.
The impactof theorder is

likelyto befeltbeyond abor­
tionservices, which cannot
becarried outwith anyfed­
eralfunding, under a 1973
lawknown asthe Helms
Amendmentand named
after formerNorthCarolina
Sen.JesseHelms. Criticssay
theorder would hinderthe
abilityof women inpoor
countries toaccessrepro­
ductivehealthservices,
includingfamilyplanning,
byseveringU.S. funding to
healthclinics that offera
varietyofservices, including

abortioncounseling.
A study of20sub­Saharan

African countriesby Stan­
fordUniversity researchers,
forinstance, found that in
countries that reliedheavily
onU.S. fundingfor repro­
ductivehealthservices,
abortion ratesrose when the
Reagan­era policy wasin
place.
The WorldHealth Organi­

zation says 225millionwo­
men inthe developingworld
would like todelaychild­
bearing but are not using
contraception foravariety
of reasons, includingalack
of access.
"President Trump'srein­

statement of theglobal gag
ruleignores decades of
research, instead favoring
ideological politicsover
women and families,"Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen,D­N.H.,
saidMonday. "Weknow
that when familyplanning
services andcontraceptives
are easily accessible, there
are fewerunplanned preg­
nancies, maternal deaths
and abortions."
Trump's pickfor ambassa­

dor tothe United Nations,
South CarolinaGov.Nikki
Haley, madeclearinher
confirmation hearinglast
week that sheopposedabor­
tion, evenas shesaidshe
backedsupport for contra­
ceptive services inU.S.for­
eign aid programs.
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