
From: Glaccum, David <DavidGlaccum@gov.sc.gov>
To: Taylor, RicheleRicheleTaylor@gov.sc.gov

Godfrey, RobRobGodfrey@gov.sc.gov
Adams, ChaneyChaneyAdams@gov.sc.gov

Date: 1/9/2017 11:17:56 AM
Subject: Fwd: Embargoed announcement: Reopening of the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant

WIPP (New Mexico waste plant we want to send SRS waste to) is officially reopening today.

David M. Glaccum

Office of Governor Nikki R. Haley

(803) 429-6769

_____________________________

From: Carrillo, Francisco <francisco.carrillo@hq.doe.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 9, 2017 11:16 AM

Subject: Embargoed announcement: Reopening of the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant

To: Glaccum, David <davidglaccum@gov.sc.gov>

Cc: Swenson, William <william.swenson@hq.doe.gov>, Krohn, John <john.krohn@hq.doe.gov>


Hi David,
We’d like to inform you that today Secretary Moniz will recognize the official reopening and resumption of waste 
operations at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).  WIPP is the nation’s first deep-geological facility in the United 
States for disposal of defense-related transuranic radioactive waste and is located 26 miles east of Carlsbad, New 
Mexico. 
 
DOE expects to resume shipments to WIPP in spring 2017.  A schedule for waste shipments has not been finalized, 
but it is expected that the facility will slowly and safely ramp up to approximately five shipments a week later this 
year.
 
Please find below the DOE press release which isembargoed until today, January 9 at 12:45pm EST.  Let us know if 
you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Francisco Carrillo
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Intergovernmental & External Affairs
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
U.S. Department of Energy
(202) 586-3655 w (202) 631-0501 c
 
 

Press Release
 
News Media Contact: (202) 586-4940
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EMBARGOED UNTIL: Monday, January 9, 2017 12:45 EST

U.S. Energy Secretary Moniz, New Mexico Delegation Recognize Reopening of 
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)

Reopening marks the end of recovery operations and the resumption of waste emplacement 
activities at WIPP, the only deep geological repository for transuranic radioactive waste in 
the United States

CARLSBAD, NM – Today, U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz, accompanied by members of the New 
Mexico delegation including Governor Susana Martinez, U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich, U.S. Representatives 
Steve Pearce and Michelle Lujan Grisham, and Carlsbad Mayor Dale Janway recognized the official reopening 
and resumption of waste operations at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). WIPP is the nation’s first deep-
geological facility in the United States for disposal of defense-related transuranic (TRU) radioactive waste and 
is located 26 miles east of Carlsbad, NM. Waste emplacement activities were halted in February of 2014 
following a waste drum rupture in an underground storage panel.

“The tireless efforts by the workforce, the contractor and federal management and the community to make 
WIPP a safer place to fulfill its critical mission is a remarkable feat. Their continued work to enable 
environmental cleanup in DOE host communities across the country exemplifies the American tradition of 
rising up to overcome our most technically complex challenges,” said Secretary Moniz. “The Department 
remains committed to safely and responsibly cleaning up the legacy of the Cold War. And, with continuing 
cooperation with our local partners and the State of New Mexico, WIPP will once again help meet that mission.
”

The complex, first opened in 1999, was designed as a safe, long-term solution for TRU waste which mostly 
consists of debris, soil, clothing, tools, rags, residues, and other items that can be contaminated with radioactive 
elements from nuclear weapons research and testing operations of past defense activities. The ability to resume 
operations strengthens America’s overall energy security as it reestablishes a safe and environmentally 
protective method to properly manage nuclear waste from defense-related activities.

The workforce at WIPP successfully completed the first waste emplacement operations on Wednesday, January 
4, 2017 with waste from the Savannah River Site that had been recertified and stored in the Waste Handling 
Building (WHB). All recertified waste from the WHB will be emplaced prior to accepting new waste shipments 
from generator sites to WIPP. DOE expects to resume shipments to WIPP in spring 2017.  A schedule for waste 
shipments has not been finalized, but it is expected that the facility will slowly and safely ramp up to 
approximately five shipments a week later this year. For additional background information on the WIPP 
Recovery Efforts, please visithttp://www.wipp.energy.gov/wipprecovery/recovery.html.
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