
ForHaley, it's agreat
pay­to­play day
Gov. NikkiHaley is ex­

pectedtouse money for
"It'saGreat Day SC," a
new $1.5 million leadership
PAC,tofight the reelection
ofSen. Hugh Leatherman
because shethinkshe is

blockingthe
ethicsreform
bill­which
happensto
banlead­
ership PACs.
Shealso
mightuse

someof themoney against
Rep.Stephen Goldfinch
because hedid notwant to
cut thestateincome tax
enoughfor herrich cam­
paigndonors.
Ofcourse,S.C. voters

knowallabout ex­Speaker
BobbyHarrell's oldlead­
ership PAC,which collected
hundredsof thousandsof
dollarsfor Harrelland his
playmates. As soonas Har­
rellwas thrown out, new

Speaker Jay Lucasput an
end tothe funandgames.
Harrell's hired playmates
were kicked out, andthe
House adoptedRule 4.16,
H(3), which bans leadership
PACs intheHouse.
Even beforeLucas

cleaned the speaker's
House, the Senatein2011 at
the request of Common
Cause/SC adoptedRule 54,
sponsored bySen. Jake
Knotts, which killed off
leadership PACsinthe
upper chamber.
The ethics billthat Haley

blames Leatherman for
stopping, H.3184, proposes
tocodify the Senateand
House bans onleadership
PACs andextend the banto
the executive branch and
local officials. Ifadopted, it
would outlaw GreatDay SC.
The reason theSenate

and Housebanned lead­
ership PACs andthe ethics
bill wouldput that ban in

statelaw is that theyare a
brazen abuse ofpublic of­
fice,apay­to­play scheme
toentice and coercespecial­
interest groups togive mon­
ey toofficials'political slush
funds tobehanded outto
cronies and usedtoattack
enemies.
A leadershipfund con­

trolled directlyor indirectly
byagovernor or aSenateor
House leader exploits that
official's powertoreward
those who donate andpuni­
shthose who refuse. Lead­
ership PACscan buy candi­
datesand electionsand
easily extort money and
make corrupt paymentsto
control bothpolicy making
andpolicy execution.
Although it isnot clear

how Haley willcollect and
spend money,it does not
seem that a legislative can­
didate couldethicallyac­
cept any money froma
Haley leadershipPAC be­
causesuch PACsare
banned bySenateand
House rules.
If nocandidates will risk

the accusation ofunethical

conductand takeHaley's
money,her schemetouse it
totargether enemieswill be
aflop.
And ifthe ethicsreform

billpasses, it willbe abad
day andthe last day for
GreatDay SC.

–John V.Crangle
ExecutiveDirector,Common

Cause/SC

DAVID GOLDMAN AP

Gov.NikkiHaley
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EDITORIAL

Midlands
will be
better off
without

Washington
andMyers
GOV.NIKKI HALEY wasright tode­

clareKelvin Washington'sseat on
RichlandCountyCouncil vacant after
heconfessedtonot filingstateincome

taxreturnsfor three years.
Relying onan opinion fromthe attorney gener­

al's office, Gov. Haleyon Wednesdaydeclared
Mr.Washington'sDistrict 10seat vacant be­
causenot filingincome taxreturnsis acrime of
moralturpitude. Localofficials convictedof such
acrime forfeit their positions, according to the
attorney general's opinion.
Wenoted twoweeks ago that Mr.Washing­

ton'scredibility was damaged when hepleaded
guilty onFeb.10. Thatcredibility wasfurther
eroded when hewas accusedFeb.27offelony
DUI.Police sayMr.Washington droveinto the

back ofanother carthat had
slowedon BluffRoad to
make aleft turn.
Wewish Mr.Washington

had resigned after thefelony
DUIcharge. As we noted
twoweeks ago,his
continuing presence on
Richland CountyCouncil
reflected badly onallcouncil
members. They didnot need
that added burden while
facing thedaunting tasks of
helpingthe county recover
fromthe October floods and
resolving seriousquestions
raisedby thestate Depart­
ment of Revenueabout the
county'sroads program.
Unfortunately, Mr.Wash­

ingtondid not resign.
Thanksto Gov. Haley,he's
gonefrom office.
He shouldnot consider an

appealof thegovernor's
order. Her decisionwas
based onathorough opinion

fromthe attorney general's
office that cited the state
attorney generalopinions,
Court ruling. The constitu­

that anylocal official convict­
turpitude forfeits the of­
by theattorney general's

1)not filingincometax
and2) dishonesty is acrime

's office issuedits opinion
inquiredabout Mr.Washing­

those of11thCircuit

accusedof DUIinFebruary
drivingleft a Lexington
autility pole. State troopers

sobrietytestsand hisblood­
alcohollevel was0.09 percent.
The attorney general's office saidGov. Haley

cannot suspendor removethe solicitorfrom
office because DUIis not acrime ofmoral turpi­
tude.
However, Mr.Myersannounced onWednes­

day that hewill not seekre­election inNovember
toanother four­year term.
The announcementdid not citehislegal prob­

lems.Rather, Mr.Myersnoted that ifhewon,
statelaw would forcehim toretireafter heturns
72next year.
Like Mr.Washington'sdeparture, Mr.Myers'

pending departureis goodnews for ourcommu­
nity. Butifhe isconvictedon theDUI charge,it
is notenough.
Thiswould behisthird alcohol­related convic­

tion in11 years.And as wenoted inanother edi­
torial, calling forhim toresign ifconvicted, it
would indicateeither that hehas adrinking
problem or that hebelievesheis abovethe law.
The prosecutionof criminalcasesin Lexington

Countyand therest ofthe 11thCircuitis too
important tobetainted ­even forafewmonths
­byasolicitorwho hassuchaproblemor who
holdsthat belief.
If Mr.Myersis acquitted,we can'targuewith

him servingout histerm. Butif heis convicted,
heneeds tofollow Mr.Washington outof office.

Washington

Myers
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S.C. haspaid $40Msince
2010tosettle road claims
Costof damagedueto crumbling
roadsand bridges onthe rise

Potholesmadeup 70percentof
complaintslastyear

Drivers,pedestrianshavefiled
morethan11,000claimssince
2010
BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

AngelaSindab wasdriving along
Senator Gasque RoadinMullins
when hercarwent offthe road,
flipping over inadeep drainage
canal.
No guardrails or signswarned of

the 12­foot drop off atthe edge of
the road.Suffering life­threatening
injuries, Sindab remained trapped
herin car,hidden inovergrown
vegetation,forthreehours before
acyclist, who had stoppedtotie
hisshoe, sawthe carandalerted

authorities.
Sindabremembers not being

able tomovemuch inthe dark. "I
justremember hearing the cars
andjust crying andpraying."
Aftermore than$294,000 in

medical bills andayear out of
work fromthe 2011 accident,Sin­
dab wona$250,000settlement
last year againstthe S.C. Depart­
ment ofTransportation.
Sindabis not alone.The state

hasshelled out nearly$40 million
since 2010 tosettleroad claims

andlawsuits against theTrans­
portation Department.
And those costs arerising.
Inthe 2005­2006budget year,

the statepaid$4.3 million tosettle
claims againstthe Transportation
Department.Costs reached$8.2
million in2014.
Driven bypotholedamages, the

number ofclaims hasclimbed ­
averaging2,600over the pasttwo
years,up from1,600 ayear on

SEEROAD, 4A

FROMPAGE1A

ROAD
average duringthefour
preceding years.
S.C. Transportation Secre­

taryChristy Hallsaidthe
poor conditionof thestate's
roadsare contributing toa
rise incosts andclaims
against thestate."The de­
cliningcondition ofour road
network ­ofthe poor pave­
ment conditions that we
have going on­andour
huge backlog ofdeferred
maintenance is certainly
contributing tothegrowth in
that number."
S.C. Chamber ofCom­

merce presidentTed Pitts is
not surprisedbyhow much
the statehaspaid tosettle
roadclaims against DOT.
Butit is apoor use ofstate

money,he said."Askany
taxpayer ...they're goingto
tell youthat's awaste of

taxpayer dollars."

CLAIMS LARGE
AND SMALL
Morethanhalf of the

claims againstDOTsince
2010 have been for damage
caused bypotholes.
Pothole­related claims

also areon therise, account­
ingfor roughly70percent of
claims againstDOT­grow­
ingto1,761 in2015 from
960 in2010.
Driversand pedestrians

also have soughtmoney
fromthe statefor damages
caused byahost ofother
issues, including objects
thrown bymowers, painting
andresurfacing issues,and
drainage andshoulder drop
offs.
Statelaw allows driversor

pedestrians whohave acci­

dents or areinjured onthe
state's roadsand bridges to
fileclaims at the DOTmain­
tenanceoffice intheir coun­
ty.
The Transportation De­

partment hasspent $2.3
million since 2010 settling
someof those claims. Larger
claims aresent tothe S.C.
Insurance ReserveFund,
which hasspent morethan
$37 millionsince 2010set­
tling casesagainstDOT.
Somehave beencostly.
A mansued thestate after

hiscar hitapotholeinJas­
per County, causing its tire
toburstand hiscarto
swerveoff the road,hitting a
tree,saidhis attorney,
WoodyGoodingof Allen­
dale. The statepaidnearly
$117,400 inlosses tothe
manand legalexpenses,

staterecordsshow.
A motorcyclistsued the

stateafter hisbikeslid in
gravelthat had washed over
aroadfrom its shoulder,
wherethe small rocks were
being usedtofill ahole, said
hisattorney, Jason Turnblad
ofFlorence. The driver won
an $80,000settlement.
Sindab's attorney,George

Jebaily,was shockedto
learnthree peopledied ina
fierycrashat the same spot
ofher Mullins accident,but
onthe other sideofthe
road.Inthat 2007accident,
aJeep flippedoff theroad
andcaught fire.
Sindabsaidsheknew

about that accident. The
victimswere fromhertown.
Butshehad noidea they,
too, hadflipped into the
deepdrainage canal.

SC0148 Sun News
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 03/20/2016

S.C. haspaid $40M since 2010 to settle road claims
BY JAMIE SELF jself@thestate.com
118.42 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Myrtle Beach, SC    Circulation: 61238

Page: 1

63027-03-20_1002.pdf

County: Horry



Afterthe 2007 incident,
noguardrails or warning
signswere putin place,
Jebaily andSindabsaid.
"Youhad threeguys that

losttheir lives andstillnoth­
ingwasdone about it,"

Sindab said."HereIam,
with myaccident, and, luck­
ily, I'mhere totell it. ...If
something wouldhave been
done about it in2007, I
could have hitthe guard rail
and gotmyselfback onthe
road."
After Sindab'swreck,

warning signs wereput up.
However, there stillare no
guardrails blocking the 12­
foot dropinto the drainage
canal. Jebaily blames their
absence onDOT's financial
situation.
"Their answeris money,"

he said."That'sreally the
answer toeverything."
A DOTofficial said the

site of Sindab's crashis
under contract forguard­
rails, whichshould bein­
stalled byMay.
But, Jebaily said, "Had the

money beenmade available
tofix ourroads, there's
every reasontobelieve"
guardrails already would
have been installed.
"This isjust an exampleof

the carnagethat's outthere
when the thestatefails to
dowhat it'ssupposed to
do."

LAWMAKERS
WEIGHINGROADS FIX
Lawmakersare debating

how besttofix South Car­
olina's crumblingroads and
bridges.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley

backsaSenate plantospend
$400million onroads ­an
amountTransportation
Secretary Hall hassaid
would beawelcome start to
fixingthe state's roadsand
bridges.

"Any investment inthe
roadnetwork ...would re­
duce those numbers,"said
Hall,referring todamages
paidbyher agency.
The state's roadsneed

work.
Eightypercent ofSouth

Carolina's secondaryroads
andathirdof its interstates
areinfair or poorcondition.
Nearly oneinfiveS.C.
bridges either isdeficient
structurally or functionally
obsolete,according to DOT.
Butcritics sayan added

$400 million is notnearly
enough.
Tobring the state's roads

andbridges to excellent
conditionwill cost thestate
an additional$1.2 billiona
yearfor nearlythree de­
cades, DOTsays.
The S.C. Chamberof

Commercewants the state
tospend at least $600mil­
lionmore ayear onroads
andbridges.That additional
amount­spent yearly over
adecade ­would eliminate
structurallydeficient and
load­restrictedbridges while
also improvinginterstate,
primary andsecondary road
surfaces, according toDOT
estimates.
AccordingtoDOT's esti­

mates, with a one­yearin­
jectionof$400million,
"youdon't address one
single secondaryroad
bridge,"said Pitts, the
chamberpresident.
"Youdon'tchange that at

all."

Jamie Self: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself

Roaddamage
Claims againstthe state
Transportation Department
fordamages caused bythe
state'sroadsare onthe rise:

$40 million:The amount the
state hasspent tosettle

lawsuitsandclaims against
the Transportation
Department since 2010

6,725:Damageclaims dueto
potholes filed from2010
through 2015

83 percent: Increasein
pothole claimslast year,
comparedto 2010

13: Claimsin the 2014­2015
budget yearsettled for
between$100,000 and
$250,000eachin damages,
money paidto plaintiffswho
sued the state

Needtofile
a claim?
Ifyou've suffereddamage
as aresultofdriving onS.C.
roads, you canfile aclaim
with the S.C. Departmentof
Transportation.

Where tofile aclaim: The
S.C.DOTmaintenanceoffice
in the county wherethe
damage occurred

Whattoinclude:Acopy of
the vehicle'sregistration(if
the damage isto a vehicle)
and either a paidrepair
invoiceor twoestimates

Whattoexpect:DOTwill
pay a claimifthe agency
caused a condition that led
to thedamage or knew of a
defective condition and
failed torepairit in a
reasonable time beforethe
incident occurred. Claims
handled internally take about
12weeksto process.
SOURCES:S.C.Department ofTransportation,
S.C. Insurance ReserveFund

''THISISJUSTANEXAMPLEOFTHE
CARNAGETHAT'SOUTTHEREWHENTHE
THESTATEFAILSTODOWHATIT'S
SUPPOSEDTODO.
GeorgeJebaily, attorney
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Deteriorating spotsonI­77 inLexingtoncounty areshown inApril2015.
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Compromise isn't
evil,it'sessential
Onceagain we see Gov. Nikki

Haley targeting anyone who
doesnot toe the line onevery­
thing shewants("Who will
pro­Haley group target?"March
6). Nationally I see TedCruz
having the same mentality.
I probably agree withCruz

most of thetime andHaley a
good bit aswell ­herunwa­
vering andridiculous stance on
the gas taxaside. Butthis is not
how government works. I would
rather get some ofwhat I want
thanto guardthe right field foul
pole and endup withnothing.
It isOKfor metostand on

issues withoutcompromise in
church. Itis ridiculous tooper­
ate this way inademocracy.
Our government is basedon
compromise. Ifwe keep electing
these hardliners, then weneed
to resignourselvesto livingina
third­world stateandcountry
with crumbling infrastructure
and nothing getting done.

– RogerBazen
Coward
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CINDI ROSSSCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Thenew
law that
might
preventa
full­blown
crisis at
DJJ
FORMORE THAN a

decade,the narrativeon
theDepartment of Juve­
nile Justicewas the

amazing job that formerFamily
Court JudgeBill Byers did trans­
forming the placeinto a miracle
agency fromadeeplytroubled
prison where kidswentto be
abused and schooled inhowto
become grown­upcriminals.
Within a yearof takingover

as director, JudgeByers con­
vinced a federal judgetoend an
eight­year­old courtsupervision
order. By thetime heleft in
2011,hehad slashed the num­
ber ofjuveniles held inalocked
facility frommore than400 to
180, ashediverted them to
wilderness and other alternative
programs that hadmuch higher
success rates;the number has
since dropped toaround 110.
That narrativeremained in­

tact when Gov. Nikki Haley
tapped first hisprotege,and
then, early last year,her protege
to runthe agency.
Youth who get senttolock­up

facilities don'ttend tobe the
type whoseparents attract alot
of political attention or public
sympathy. Combine that with
the good impressionsabout the
agency and thedifficultyour
legislators have keeping upwith
what's goingoninside the agen­
cies that theycreated, empo­

wered andfund,and it'seasy to
see how thegathering clouds
went unnoticedoutside the
confines ofthe prison­like facil­
ity on BroadRiverRoad.
WIS had abriefreport ona

riot inAugust, but theword
"riot" wasn't used;adorm was
"vandalized" duringan "alter­
cation." InDecember, The State
had asimilarly briefreport on
"three minor fires"at the facil­
ity. Even theriot last month that
finally brought thematter toa
head wasn't portrayedas abig
deal: WIS reportedthat "some
kidsbeing held at the Broad
River Road Complex inColum­
bia gotoutof controlFriday"
and damaged someproperty.
I doubt the agencycouldhave

kept its problemsquiet forever.
But ifpastis prologue, thesecret
would have come outwhen
there was acrisis ­perhaps
when a riotended indeadchil­
dren onthe inside, or an escape
ended inadeadlyrampage on
the outside. Legislators would
have been outragedand de­
manded that heads roll. They
would have rewritten laws to
make sure such thingsnever
happened again.
That, after all, is howwe have

always handled problemsat
state agencies:after they turned
into crises.

Thistime wehave theoppor­
tunity todeal with theproblem
while it'satinderboxinstead of
a conflagration ­when there
have been onlythree riots, no
loss of life, noescapefor more
thanafewhours, nooutside­
the­walls violence.
Wehave thisopportunity

because of what is,tobesure, a
quirk of timing.Butthat quirk
involves asmart new lawthat
was designed for the verypur­
pose ofhelpinglegislators spot
potential problemsinstate
agencies beforethey turn into
full­blown crises.
That law, passedinconjunc­

tion with the 2014measure that
turned controlof most central
administrativefunctions of
government over tothe gover­
nor, requires the Houseand
Senate toauditstate agencieson
a seven­year rotatingbasis.
In aserendipitousdecision,

the HouseOversight Committee
voted inMay toincludethe
Department of Juvenile Justice
among its firstaudits. "I don't
thinkanybody couldhave pre­
dicted 10months ago whenwe
started down this trail that there
would beriots atDJJ," saidRep.
Kirkman Finlay, whochairs the
Juvenile Justice review panel.
Indeed, Mr.Finlay's focuswas

financial ­why didthe agency
need asmany inflation­adjusted
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dollars with 110kids behind the
barbed wire asit did whenthere
were 400?­right upthrough
the hearing hispanel held the
day before theFeb. 26 riot.The
onewhere sinks weretorn from
walls andthrown throughglass
windows, amale inmate broke
into the femaledorm and others
made it totheparking lot, where
they destroyedpolice carsand
otherproperty.
Even thoughtheOversight

Committee had urgedstate
employees tocontact it about
problems at theagency, Mr.
Finlaytold methat it was only
after the riotthat hewas inun­
dated with callsfromJuvenile
Justice employees.

"The storyhas beenthe same:
favoritism, they're afraid of
retaliation, they don'tfeel safe,
the guards feelthreatened, and
management doesn't seem tobe
intouch," hesaid.
Atahearing earlier this

month where DirectorSylvia
Murray testified that theagency
hasn't had agangintervention
specialist inayear,the police
chief'sjob hasbeen openfor
almost three years andthe rap­
id­response teamhasbeen dis­
banded, a guardtold the panel
that gangs have takenover and
the unarmedguards can'tput
prisoners inlockdown without
permission ofasupervisor,even
if thereisn't one onthe campus.

Mr.Finlay madethe point of
directing his stafftocheck on
the guardperiodically, tomake
sure she doesn'tsuffer any re­
taliation. Itwas acrucial direc­
tive, because theonly waythe
Legislature will get the cooper­
ation it needstounderstand
what isgoing oninside of trou­
bled agencies isby makingsure
employees won'tbepunished
for talking.And without cooper­
ation fromstateemployees and
attention fromstate legislators,
we'll neverstop hurtling from
crisis tocrisis.

Ms. Scoppecan bereached
atcscoppe@thestate.com
orat(803) 771­8571.

''THAT,AFTERALL,ISHOWWEHAVE
ALWAYSHANDLED
PROBLEMSATSTATE
AGENCIES:AFTER
THEYTURNEDINTO
CRISES.
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EXCLUSIVE:SC'SCRUMBLINGROADS

Road claims cost state
$40 millionsince 2010
.................................................................

Driverscollectforvehicle
damage,medical costs
.................................................................

Payoutsrisingdue topoor
conditionof roads,bridges
.................................................................

Potholesmadeup 70 percent
of complaintslast year
.................................................................

Drivers,pedestriansfiledmore
than11,000claimssince2010

BY JAMIESELF
jself@thestate.com

AngelaSindab wasdriving
alongSenator Gasque Road in
Mullins when hercarwent off
the road,flipping over ina
deepdrainage canal.
No guardrails or signs

warned ofthe 12­foot dropoff
at theedge ofthe road.Suf­
feringlife­threatening injuries,
Sindabremained trapped her
incar, hidden inovergrown
vegetation,for three hours

beforeacyclist, whohad
stoppedto tiehis shoe, saw the
carand alertedauthorities.
Sindabremembers not being

abletomovemuch inthe dark.
"Ijust rememberhearing the
carsand justcrying andpray­
ing."
Aftermore than$294,000in

medical bills andayear out of
work fromthe 2011 accident,
Sindabwon a$250,000settle­

ment last year againstthe S.C.
Department of Transportation.
Sindabis not alone. The

statehas shelledout nearly
$40 million since 2010toset­
tle roadclaims andlawsuits
againstthe Transportation
Department.
And those costs arerising.

SEEROADS,7A

ROADS
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Inthe 2005­2006budget

year,the statepaid $4.3million
tosettle claimsagainst the
Transportation Department.
Costs reached$8.2million in
2014.
Driven bypotholedamages,

the numberof claims has
climbed –averaging2,600over
the pasttwoyears,up from
1,600 ayear onaverage during
the four preceding years.
S.C. Transportation Secretary

ChristyHall saidthe poor condi­
tion ofthe state's roadsare
contributing toarise incosts
andclaims against thestate.

"Thedeclining condition ofour
roadnetwork –of thepoor pave­
ment conditions that wehave
going on–andour hugebacklog
of deferredmaintenance is
certainly contributing tothe
growthinthat number."
S.C. Chamber ofCommerce

president TedPitts is notsur­
prised byhow muchthe state
haspaid tosettleroad claims
against DOT.
Butit is apoor use ofstate

money,he said."Askany tax­
payer ... they'regoing totell you
that's awaste of taxpayerdol­
lars."

CLAIMS LARGEAND SMALL
Morethanhalf of the claims

against DOTsince2010 have
been fordamage caused by
potholes.
Pothole­related claims also

are ontherise, accountingfor
roughly70percent ofclaims
against DOT–growing to1,761
in2015 from 960in2010.
Driversand pedestriansalso

have sought money fromthe
statefor damages caused bya
host of otherissues,including
objectsthrown bymowers,
painting andresurfacingissues,
anddrainage and shoulderdrop
offs.
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Statelaw allows driversor
pedestrians whohave accidents
or are injured onthestate's
roadsand bridgestofile claims
at the DOTmaintenanceoffice
intheir county.
The Transportation Depart­

ment hasspent $2.3 million
since 2010 settlingsomeof
those claims. Largerclaims are
sent totheS.C. Insurance Re­
serve Fund,which hasspent
morethan $37 million since
2010 settlingcases against
DOT.
Somehave beencostly.
A mansued thestate after his

carhit apothole inJasper Coun­
ty, causingits tiretoburstand
his cartoswerve offthe road,
hitting atree, saidhisattorney,
WoodyGooding ofAllendale.
The statepaid nearly$117,400
inlosses tothe manand legal
expenses,state recordsshow.
A motorcyclist suedthe state

after hisbike slidingravel that
had washed overaroadfromits
shoulder, where thesmall rocks
were being usedtofill ahole,
saidhis attorney,Jason Turn­
blad ofFlorence. The driver
wonan $80,000settlement.
Sindab's attorney, George

Jebaily, wasshocked tolearn
three peopledied inafiery
crashat the same spotof her
Mullins accident,but on the
other side of theroad. Inthat
2007 accident,aJeepflipped off
the roadandcaught fire.
Sindabsaidshe knew about

that accident. The victims were
fromher town. Butshehad no
idea they,too, had flipped into
the deepdrainage canal.

Afterthe 2007 incident,no
guardrails or warning signswere
put inplace, Jebaily andSindab
said.
"You had three guysthat lost

their lives andstillnothing was
done about it," Sindabsaid.
"Here Iam, with myaccident,
and, luckily,I'm hereto tellit. ...
If somethingwould have been
done about it in2007, I could
have hit the guardrail andgot
myself back onthe road."
AfterSindab's wreck, warning

signswere put up.However,
there stillare noguardrails
blocking the12­foot drop into
the drainagecanal. Jebaily
blames their absenceonDOT's
financial situation.
"Their answeris money," he

said."That'sreally the answer
toeverything."
A DOTofficial saidthe site of

Sindab's crashis under contract
for guardrails,which should be
installed byMay.
But, Jebaily said,"Had the

money been madeavailable to
fix ourroads, there'severy rea­
sonto believe"guardrails al­
readywould have been in­
stalled.
"This isjust an exampleof the

carnage that'sout there when
the thestate failstodo whatit's
supposed todo."

LAWMAKERS WEIGHING
REMEDIES FOR ROADS
Lawmakers aredebating how

best tofix SouthCarolina's
crumbling roadsand bridges.
S.C. Gov. Nikki Haley backsa

Senateplan tospend $400 mil­
lionon roads–an amount

Transportation Secretary Hall
hassaidwould beawelcome
start tofixingthe state's roads
andbridges.
"Any investment inthe road

network ...would reduce those
numbers," saidHall,referring to
damages paidbyher agency.
The state's roadsneed work.
Eightypercent of SouthCar­

olina's secondaryroads anda
third ofits interstates areinfair
or poor condition.Nearly onein
fiveS.C. bridgeseither is defi­
cient structurally or functionally
obsolete, according toDOT.
Butcritics sayan added $400

million is notnearly enough.
Tobring thestate's roads and

bridgestoexcellent condition
will cost thestate anadditional
$1.2 billionayear for nearly
three decades,DOT says.
The S.C. Chamber ofCom­

merce wantsthe statetospend
at least $600 million morea
year onroadsand bridges.That
additional amount–spent yearly
over adecade –would eliminate
structurally deficient andload­
restricted bridgeswhile also
improving interstate, primary
and secondaryroadsurfaces,
according toDOT estimates.
According toDOT's esti­

mates, with aone­year injection
of $400 million,"you don't
address onesinglesecondary
roadbridge," saidPitts, the
chamber president.
"You don't changethat at

all."

JamieSelf: 803­771­8658,
@jamiemself
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Need to fileaclaim?
Ifyou've suffereddamageasaresult ofdrivingon S.C.roads,youcan file
aclaimwith theS.C.DepartmentofTransportation.

Where tofile a claim:The S.C. DOT maintenance office inthe county
wherethe damage occurred

What toinclude:Acopy of thevehicle'sregistration (if thedamage is
toavehicle) andeither a paid repairinvoice or twoestimates

What toexpect: DOT will pay a claimifthe agency causeda
condition thatled to thedamage or knew of adefectivecondition
andfailed to repairit in a reasonable time beforethe incident
occurred. Claims handled internally take about12 weeks to process.
SOURCE: S.C. Departmentof Transportation

Claims againstthestate
Transportation
Departmentfor damages
caused bythestate's roads
are onthe rise:

$40MILLION
The amount thestatehas
spent tosettlelawsuits and
claimsagainst the
Transportation
Departmentsince 2010

6,725
Damageclaims due to
potholes filed from 2010
through 2015

83 PERCENT
Increase inpotholeclaims
lastyear, compared to2010

13
Claims inthe2014­2015
budget year settledfor
between $100,000and
$250,000 eachin
damages, moneypaidto
plaintiffswho sued thestate
SOURCES: S.C. Departmentof
Transportation, S.C. InsuranceReserve
Fund

SC0148 State
Page Number: 1Publication Date: 03/20/2016

Road claims cost state $40 millionsince 2010
BY JAMIESELF jself@thestate.com
103.54 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 3

67012-03-20_1002.pdf

County: Richland



TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Deterioratingpatchesofroadway onI­77inLexingtonCounty (2015)
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EXCLUSIVE

McGillswitchingto theGOP,
planning 2018runforgovernor
BY ANDREW SHAIN

ashain@thestate.com

Former Democratic Lt.Gov.
Yancey McGill told The Stateon
Monday that heplans torun for
governor in2018as aRepub­
lican.
McGill, thelast Democrat to

holdstatewide office,said he
switched parties lastweek after
years ofleaning toward pro­
Republican stances ongovern­
ment spending andregulationas
well asabortion.
"Ihave backed alotof conser­

vative issuesover theyears, and
people have asked mewhynot
consider joining the(Repub­

lican)party," saidMcGill, who
spent 25years at theState
House, representing aheavily
Democratic district inWilliams­
burg andGeorgetown counties.
Askedwhy heremained a

Democrat, the realestate broker
andhomebuilder said, "I
couldn't jointheRepublican
Partybecause I lived inaDemo­
craticdistrict. Now,that I'm not
inoffice inaDemocratic dis­
trict, Icould join."
McGill's switchtothe GOP is

the most significantsince then­
stateSen. Verne Smithof

Greenville helpedRepublicans
winamajorityin theSenate in
2001, stateGOP chairman Matt
Mooresaid.
Democratic leaders in his

district were notsurprised
McGill switched partiesafter
years ofvoting with Repub­
licans,S.C. Democratic chair­
man JaimeHarrison said.
"Ifhe thinksthat switching

parties forastatewide runas a
Republican willsucceed, he
needs toknowthat voterswill

SEEMCGILL,7A

One­timeS.C.senatorspent25yearsat StateHouseasaDemocrat

Sayshe remainedwiththe partybecausehelivedin aDemocratic
district

Makesthe switchafter yearsof backing GOPstanceson spending,
abortion

FROMPAGE3A

MCGILL
see throughthat,"Harri­
sonsaid. "They haveplen­
tyof realRepublicans to
vote for. And it'snot like
Democrats aregoing to
support him now."
McGill, 63,said henev­

er heard complaints about
his votingrecord.McGill's
historyof bipartisanship
was areasonthat few
Republicans objected to
him becoming lieutenant
governor in2014 after
Glenn McConnell,aRe­
publican, steppeddown to
become presidentof the

College of Charleston.
"Iwas astate senator,

not basedon party, but
based onrepresenting all
the citizensof SouthCar­
olina,"McGill said.
McGill did notrun for

the lieutenantgovernor in
2014,aracewonby Re­
publican Henry McMaster.
Afterassuming office

last year, McMaster hired
McGill as thestate direc­
torof the S.C. Officeon
Aging ­apost withinthe
lieutenant governor's

office that paid$122,000
ayear. McGill stayed in
the jobeight months be­
fore returning home to
Kingstree towork onhis
smallfamily farm.
"We doneedsome new

leadership inthestate,"
McGill said. "IfI'm gover­
nor, I wouldfix the pot­
holes andrepairthe roads
without new taxes."
Republican Gov.Nikki

Haley cannot runagain
under statelaw after win­
ning re­electiontoasec­
ond termin2014.

The 2018governor's
raceis expectedtodraw
many Republicancandi­
datesinthe heavilyGOP
state.House Speaker Pro
TemporeTommy Pope,
R­York,is the onlyother
publicly tosay heplansto
run forgovernor.

AndrewShain:
@AndyShain

SC0148 State
Page Number: 3Publication Date: 03/22/2016

McGill switching to the GOP, planning 2018 run for governor
BY ANDREW SHAIN ashain@thestate.com
86.95 square inch

Title:
Author:
Size:
Columbia, SC    Circulation: 128564

Page: 1

67012-03-22_3007.pdf

County: Richland



FILEPHOTOGRAPHTIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

Then­S.C. PresidentPro TemporeYanceyMcGillis sworn inas lieutenantgovernorbyS.C. SupremeCourtChiefJusticeJeanToalin2014while
hiswife,Pamela,andGov. NikkiHaleywatch.
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NextcourthearingsetforJune30
on Washington's DUIcharge

Former RichlandCoun­
ty CouncilmanKelvin
Washington'scourt date
for hisfelony drunken
driving charge hasbeen
pushed backthree
months.
The 5th CircuitSolic­

itor'sOffice excused
Washington's firstappear­
anceMonday andset his
secondappearance for
June 30,his attorney Mike
Duncan said.
Duncan saidfirstap­

pearances are usedfor
scheduling purposes,so
it's normal for prosecutors
toexcuse it when adefen­
dant alreadyhasan at­

torney.
Washing­

ton was
charged
with felony
DUIafter a
crashon
Bluff Road
on Feb.27.

He wasindicted on that
charge byaRichland
Countygrand jury March
16.Gov. Nikki Haley
signed an executive order
declaringWashington's
council postvacant be­
causeWashington pleaded
guilty Feb.10tofailure to
filestate incometaxre­
turns for three years.

­ GLEN LUKEFLANAGAN

Washington
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ROADREPAIRS

Houseplanstospend
nearly$400 million
..............................................

Houseplan setsupa
clash withstate
Senate
..............................................

$185millionwould go
tocounties,$181
millionto
Transportation
Department
..............................................

Representativeswill
continueconsidering
$7.5 billionbudget
proposal Tuesday
..............................................

BY CASSIE COPE

ccope@thestate.com
House membersplanto spend

nearly$400million to repairsome
of thestate's crumbling roadsand
bridgesas partof the$7.5 billion
budget proposal theyare consid­
eringthis week.
However, theHouse planclashes

with aSenate­passed proposal and
would forcethe GeneralAssembly
torevisitthe almost $30 billion
road­repair issue next year,in­
cluding possiblyraisingthe state's
gas tax.
The Houseplans tospend $366

million ­amixof one­time and
recurring general­fundmoney ­
onroad repairs,according tostate
Rep. GarySimrill,R­York.
The Houseplans tosend money

tocounties andthe Transportation
Department, with someofthe
money ­likely $50million ­tobe

bonded throughthe S.C. Trans­
portation Infrastructure Bank. In
addition tonew money forroads,
$49million would go topay for
floodrepairs that thestate's roads
agency madeduringthe October
storm, Simrillsaid.
The Houseplan would forcethe

General Assemblytotrynext year
tocome upwith along­term solu­
tion tofix thecrumbling roads,
saidSimrill,who sponsored apro­
posaltoincrease the gastax that
the Housepassed last year.
Gov. Nikki Haley urgedHouse

members last weektoagree with
the Senateplan.But Simrillcrit­

SEEROAD REPAIRS,6A

Road repairs
TheS.C.Houseplans to spend

$366millionmoreto fixsome
crumblingS.C.roads andbridges.

$185MILLION
would bedividedamong
counties topayto resurface
roadsnot eligiblefor federal
money

$181MILLION
would goto the state
TransportationDepartment,
including $100 millioninfines
andfees collectedby the
Department of Motor vehicles,
$65.7million fromthe carsales
taxand some of themoney ­
likely $50million ­tobe
bondedthrough theS.C.
TransportationInfrastructure
Bank
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ROADREPAIRS
icized the Senateproposal
for spending money
through statelaw–not as
partof the formalbudget
process.
The Houseplans to

divide $185million among
counties, using aformula
that takes into account a
county'ssize, population
andmiles ofrural roads.
Countieswould bere­
quiredtospend the money
toresurface roadsthat are
not eligiblefor federal
money.
House membersMon­

dayapproved transferring
$100million collected in

fines and feesfromthe
Department of Motor
Vehicles tothe S.C. De­
partment of Transporta­
tion. Membersintend to
pay tooperate Motor Ve­
hicles through thegener­
al­fund budget, instead of
the agencyraising its own
money.
Simrill saidheantici­

patesthe House adopting
changes tothestructure of
the Transportation De­
partment andInfrastruc­
ture bank, similartothe
Senateproposal.
The Senateplan would

enable thegovernor to
appointTransportation
Department commission­
ers whowould select a
secretary tolead that
agency. The Transporta­
tion Department would
also approveInfrastruc­
ture Bankprojects, crit­
icized as pork­barrel poli­
tics.
Afterconsidering the

budget this week,House
members willtake an
unpaidbreak fortwo
weeks, returning tocon­
siderthe Senate­passed
road­repair proposal.
There is nourgencyto

take upthe Senateplan
sooner,Simrill said,noting
the statebudget doesnot
take effect until July1. He
added lawmakers are
awaiting aLegislative
Audit Council report on
Transportation Depart­
ment operationsso they
can incorporate any
changes suggested inthat
review.

CassieCope: 803­771­8657,
@cassielcope
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CINDI ROSS SCOPPE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
THE STATE

A new

group
ofcarpet­
baggers, a
familiar
MO
IN HER FIRST Senate race,

Katrina Shealy got more
than half of her campaign
donations from Howie Rich,

the New York multimillionaire
who spent several years trying to
buy himself a nice little Southern
Legislature. In her follow­up
race, she was bankrolled by the
out­of­state donors to Gov. Nikki
Haley's unlimited­donations
Movement Fund.
Now she tells reporter Cassie

Cope that the anti­gas­tax cam­
paign by Americans for Prosper­
ity is dangerous because "We
can't let some out­of­state spe­
cial­interest group come into
South Carolina and dictate how
we do business."
I don't mean to pick on Sen.

Shealy, who is absolutely right
and hardly alone. Sen. Larry
Grooms got some Rich money in
2012 and now says that having a
couple of billionaires underwrit­
ing campaign efforts "limits the
ability of having free and open
speech." I suspect that if we
talked to more Republican sen­
ators we could find similar reve­
lations.
This new­found concern about

deep­pocketed special interests
helps explain why we keep hav­
ing this problem with carpetbag­
gers trying to impose their will
on our state: Legislators look the
other way when outside interests
support them. They only recog­

nize the danger when they be­
come the targets — as they all
eventually will.
Think of it as our lawmakers'

version of Martin Niemoller's
poem: First they came for the
moderate Republicans, and I did
not speak out, because I was a
conservative. Then they came
for the conservatives, and I did
not speak out, because I was a
libertarian.

The first major­money special
interests who tried to buy our
Legislature were actually our
own home­grown video poker
barons, who targeted anyone
who tried to make them obey our
laws. Too many Democrats
agreed with them and fought
GOP attempts to make people
tell us when they were trying to
influence our votes, but the
Legislature managed to require
that anyway. That was back
when using campaign disclosure
to make it more difficult for

special interests to buy legisla­
tors was conservative orthodoxy
— before the libertarians and

anarchists started asserting
themselves.
But then we elected a liber­

tarian governor, and Mark San­
ford's out­of­state fellow­trav­
elers started flooding in, either
ignoring our law or finding ways
around it. Eventually they began
melting one into another, this
secession of anonymous carpet­

baggers who back their dump
trucks full of cash up to our elec­
tions to buy their vision of a
lawless society with a govern­
ment shrunk small enough to
drown in a bathtub.

First came the Michigan­based
"All Children Matter," which
tried to disguise its anti­schools
motives by attacking legislators'
refusal to sign a blood oath to a
creepy Washington puppetmas­
ter, swearing to never ever raise
a tax so help me God.
When people caught on to

where that group was from and
what it was all about, the iron­
ically named "South Carolinians
for Responsible Government"
took over and acknowledged its
defund­the­schools agenda.
Then, right in the middle of the
2006 primary campaign, the
name "Conservatives in Action"
suddenly replaced SCRG's name
on attack pieces — after the State
Ethics Commission told SCRG to

start obeying the state law that
required it to report how it spent
money trying to warp our votes.
Eventually the courts started
going crazy, decided our law was
too broad and struck it down.

Next came Howie Rich, who
used his network of limited lia­

bility corporations to bypass
spending limits with his attack
on universal public education,
the lifeblood of our democracy.
And now there's Americans
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for Prosperity, the flagship or­
ganization of the political net­
work overseen by industrialist
billionaires Charles G. and Da­
vid H. Koch. Rather than pre­
tending to provide "choices" for
students, AFP is all about shrink­
ing government and taxes.
That's a popular enough idea

that you'd think it could afford
to be honest, and to go after
actual tax increases. Of course,

you'd then wonder why it would
target a state where the Legisla­
ture cuts taxes a little every year,
and a lot lots of years. The
group's robocalls targeting sen­
ators who supported raising gas
taxes while cutting income taxes
left off the "cutting income tax­

es" part. They warned of a "72
percent" gas tax hike (12 cents
per gallon) in a way that made it
sound like a "72­cent gas tax
hike."
It was an open secret during

the roads debate that Republican
senators were terrified that vot­

ing for the gas­tax increase —
even an increase that was offset

by an income­tax cut — would
bring the trucks full of AFP mon­
ey into their districts to defeat
them.

We'll keep being plagued by
these carpetbaggers until we
take back our political system.
That means insisting the Legisla­
ture pass that Republican ortho­
doxy law requiring them to tell
us when they spend money to

distort our elections. And it

means refusing to let the liber­
tarians and anarchists control
our elections.

The way to do that, if you're
one of the 65 percent to 85 per­
cent of S.C. voters who boycott
the polls until November, is to
vote in the June state Republican
primary (no one is bothering to
try to buy the Democrats). And
vote for the Republicans who
actually care about South Car­
olina instead of fulfilling the
fantasies of their out­of­state

sugar daddies.

Ms. Scoppe can be reached
at cscoppe@thestate.com
or at (803) 771­8571.

a
LEGISLATORS ONLY
RECOGNIZE THE
DANGER WHEN THEY
BECOME THE TARGET
­ AS THEY ALL
EVENTUALLY WILL.
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