EXHIBIT A

October 13, 1972

The Honerable John C, ant
Governor of South Carolina
State Nouse

Columbia, Sauth Carnlina

Dear Governor Yeat:

Reference g made tn FOUT corments as reported 1n the nress
comparing state aporanrint{ons per full-time ecquivalent atudent At
TEC and at tha colleras and universities, with emnhagin on TP apsro-
rriations of 53185 pap FIE. A= reported, vour corments would Imnly
that the definition af a full-time equivalant student and the markod
of allocatine appropriations are the same in the two avatems, This
is not the case: TFC and the Commissinn ara in agreemsnt on thig
pednt, and the ataffa af the two amoneten are lointlv atudvine s#he
problem to determine 1F 4 iz ponaible to come un with comparahle
fipures,

The eollapes and universities determine =re enrollments ar
the time of fal1 repdstration hased an 15 undergraduate cradit hours
per FTE. TEC datermines ©TF entollmentas aver the neriod of an entdire
year based an 540 cirmulative contect hours. The annronriation ner
FTE at the institutions {ncludes the total state anpropriation. The
appropriation per FTR {n Trr cannot he determined diractly from the
total appropriation, but depends on certain allocations,

The Cormission on "eher Fdueatinn arreed that T ahould hedine
there facts teo vour attentien at thig time to avaid mazathle miaunder-
standing in vour budget ddscucsions with the ipstitutionz, The Mopg=
mizelon ataff w111 continua to work with the TEM praff on this mattar,
recognizineg that whila inherent differonces batvoen the tun avatema
may preclude anv propdse comparisons, some hasis for comparison should
be developed,

Yours sincerelwr,

F. Catheare Smith, Chairman

Hre




