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A state budget that needs

' he notion that it is easy to
I spend other people’s money
was proven true last week in

the House.
~ While we had a number of al-
lies such as . Murrell Smith
;gd'fed?itts ting with us to
- do otherwise, more spending pre-
vailed and we are now on a path
to increasing spending by more
- than 10 percent this year — which
_probably means closer to 13 per-
cent when we finish the state bud-
geting process. I recommended ty-
ing government's growth to
‘population and inflation growth,
5.15

uyoudidn!;tgaulopemem
raise i

in your
= paycheck, and
therefore don’t

Mark
Sanford

believe to be
ey
budget:
First, it

grows  state
* government at a rate far faster

than that of South Carolina’s econ-

omy.
There's been a great deal of
spin in the past week about per-
centages and what does and does
not constitute state spending, but
anheendofﬂwdaymem
ure that matters is $300 mi
That's how much more the House
g:ddgetwiﬂspendthanwhuwe

proposed.
bew%igmlsgfotonbrmu
e growth of taxpayer’s
- wallets and pocketbooks, it is part
of a spending pattern that is any-
thing but conservative by com-
parative standards,
Our state budget has grown
from $3.8 billion to a proposed
$6.3 billion in the past 10 ;
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Senate improvement

We will continue the
peak-and-valley

approach to budgeting
that has led us to over-

spend in good times and
cut into bone in bad.

That means since Republicans
ttgg;ggﬁaGenerﬂAmhly.
grown government at a
faster rate than Democrats did dur-
ing the previous 10 years when
they were in power,
heg:ulingnpendtngﬂﬁs bie-
year
faster than New Jersey, where De-
mocrat-led lawmakers were taken
to task for increasing by
9 percent by The Wall Street Jour-
nal just last week.
It means we will continue the

cent — a total increase of over $1

Although we pushed hard to re-
pay these borrowings when we

E‘j::‘hadﬁmupa(itytodosolastyea‘r

and the year before, we are now
in the final year of what former
Speaker David Wilkins termed a
three-year plan to repay trust
funds. I think it is odd that we
would have two years of debate on
paylngbackﬂusthm&;;?th
everyone agreeing on »
do so — and yet when we get to
the final year of what is suppos-
edly a three-year plan, some in
House leadership

finda

new reason we need to spend the
money rather than pay back the

money we
This shouldn't be hard, and I
hﬂ:g:thaSmtecanmkethh

};;e;itlevelinatle;:mmu.
ouso.ﬂw?:.

The bottom line in all this —
‘whether it's the amount of money
spent or the practices employed in
can be

pens, and the

- Mr. Sanford is the governor of

South
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the Senate. It is my hope that hap-
that it might rests in your hands.
As taxpayers, now is the time to
make your voice heard. :



