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Gas tax hike supporters hope who represents western Lex-
a change in governors will ington County
help their cause. Massey asked if the state

But state lawmakers who Transportation Department us-
must approve a 2 cent a gallon es the millions of dollars they
increase are cautious. receive responsibly.

Gov. Nikki Haley of Lexing- “Does their decision-mak-
ton opposed a gas tax increase  ing process give us confi-
unless lawmakers agreed to dence that SCDOT will use
cut income taxes. money responsibly in the

If Henry McMaster becomes ~ future,” he said, “and what
governor, he might be more' is the best way to provide
amenable. money so that agency can do

“The price of gas isn't the is- What we aU expect?”

sue for me,” said Senate Ma- Another Lexington County

jority Leader Shane Massey lawmaker; Sen. Ronnie Cromer

County: Lexington
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lawmakers ask if gas tax hike would ais roads

BY JERRY BELLUNE JerryBellune@yahoo.com

said, “Ifa motor fuel user fee
were approved, it should not

be used forany other reason >
other than maintaining roads.”1

He said he is opposed to gas i
taxes being used for building
newroads. ..

“But let’s say that to fix
Malfunction Junction (the
traffic-snarled .1-20 at 1-26
junction), one or two new
roads would have to be built
to straighten out the conges-
tion we have there.

“I may favor some ofthe
money being used for a new

road in that situation.

“If we are talking about
using it to build a new in-
terstate, then | would most
probably be against using
money for that.”

Newly-elected House . *
member Micah Caskey of
Cayce said he would only
support a gas tax increase if
the money goes exclusively
for roads repairs.

He said he believes reforms
are needed in the way the
transportation department is
operated before people are
asked to pay more in gas taxes.
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Big changes coming in our state

he first month of the new year continues to
be filled with news on the
national and statewide lev-

els. Donald Trump’s inaugura-

tion as 45th president will be

Jan. 20

South Carolina has been in
the spotlight, too. The U.S. Sen-
ate is expected to confirm South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley’s ap-
pointment as U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations this week. Once she is ap-
proved, Lt. Gov. Henry McMaster will become
governor, serving the remaining two years of
her term.

Congratulations to our Clemson Tigers, who
won the college football national championship
in Tampa, Fla., this month defeating Alabama
35-31!

And, here in the Dutch Fork, we had our first
snowfall of the year on Jan. 7. We're just begin-
ning winter, but spring’s not far behind. In my
front yard, my Breath of Spring shrubs are blos-
soming with white flowers and first daffodils
are pushing up,

CONGRATULATIONS TO BEN Griffin Garris
and Breanna Kennedy both seniors at Spring
Hill High School. American Legion Post 193 in
Chapin and Post 193 Auxiliary sponsored and
sent the students to Boys State and Girls State
respectively last summer. After that, they were
selected to attend Boys Nation and Girls Na-
tion. Only two boys from Boys State and two
girls from Girls State are selected for Boys Na-
tion and Girls Nation. American Legionnaire
Bill Lindsay said it’s a tremendous honot The
Post recently recognized both students.

CHAPIN THEATRE COMPANY'S annual gala is
Jan. 20, 7-9 p.m., at the Chapin Chamber of
Commerce, 302 Columbia Avenue. The event
is free, so come on out and leant more about
Chapin Theatre and membership, meet the di-
rectors, actors and volunteers and enjoy food,
drink and fellowship.

The 2017 season begins with “Messiah on the
Frigidaire, which runs Jan. 27-29 and Feb. 2-5.

JAN. 29 IS PAIL Sunday at Lake Murray Pres-
byterian Church. Members of the church are
taking time to pray for individuals and families
in our community who are grieving the loss of

.pdf

a child or children to a pregnancy or infancy
loss. They also are honoring the lives of these
children. The loss may have occurred recently
or years ago. The church thanks everyone for
taking die time to pray for those who have ex-

perienced this type of loss and remember their
children.

On this Sunday, yellow roses
will be displayed. These roses
are a gift from Presbyterian
women. When a loss of this
kind occurs at Lexington Medi-
cal Center, a yellow rose adorns
the door of the mother to make
staffand visitors aware and be
more sensitive to the loss. Yel-

low also has become a color to symbolize hope
for the future.

If you or someone close to you has experi-
enced a pregnancy or infant loss, the church
invites you to attend worship on PAIL Sunday
and take a yellow rose home with you. Minis-
try members also will be available after wor-
ship that day to talk with anyone who wants to
share their story or simply needs a hug. Dea-
cons also will be available. Bor more informa-
tion this ministry please email LMPCPAIL@
gmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE for Greater Irmo Chamber of
Commerce’s 2017 Gala and Awards Presenta-
tion Feb. 24, 6:30-11 p.m.. Start making plans
now to join the chamber for a glamorous eve-
ning with fun for all, cocktails, dinner, dancing
and casino entertainment. The event will be at
the Columbia Conference Center, 169 Laurel-
hurst Avenue, Columbia. Call (803) 749-9355
for more information. Visit the website: http://
www.greaterirmochamber.com. Single tickets
cost $100; couples’ticket is $175.

CHAPIN CHAMBER OF Commerce’s Artist Spot-
light of the Month is on Beth Cavanaugh. A
native South Carolinian, she attended the Co-
lumbia Museum of Art School, studying un-
der Catherine Rembert She was represented
by Wickwire Gallery in Henderson, NC, until
they dosed in 2014. She was featured artist of
the month in 2007 while at Wickwire, and the
same year was spotlight artist at the Chapin
Chamber.
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Her art was selected by the Saluda Shoals Creek Art League and National Audubon Soci-
Foundation for holiday cards in 2008 and Bly.
2009. In 2010, she obtained her own working
studio, Beth’s Songbird Studio. She hasjuried

a number of shows in South Carolina. Some of S2EH
herwork is included in private collections in

Arkansas, California, Florida, Kansas and both kaf3onlen@Bllseuthitet
Carolinas.

Beth has memberships in the National Water-
color Society SC Watermedia Society, Crooked ABOUND CHAPIN & JRID J
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:McMasters rise

BYJOSHUA LLOYD
. Morning jfclews
jUoyd@florencenews,com

FLORENCE - As lawmakers
in Washington, D.C., prepare to
vote on South Carolina Gov. Nik-
ki Haley to become the next U.S.
ambassador to the United Na-
tions, state officials are prepping
to work with a new governor.

Henry McMaster, the current
lieutenant governor, is poised to
move into the governor's spot to
finish the final two years of Hal-
eysterm. ' ]

Ihough McMaster hasnt pub-
liclystated,his stances on many
of the key issues facing the
state— roads, pension, educa-
tion and .tax reform — lawmak-
ers fromthe Pee Dee say a new
governor could be good for prog-
ress on these issues.

Florence Republican Rep.
Phillip Lowe said one ofthe larg-
est changes in state legislation
this yearwill be McMaster’ take-
OVer as governor.

“l think we'll see less vetoes
and more willingness to work
with us on these issues,” he said.
“I'think McMasterwill be a little
easier to please. He’ll be looking
to build some consensus in both
chambers and solve some prob-

ounty: Williamsburg
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lems that we havent been able
to the past few years, like roads.
We'e hoping for more commu-
nication and understanding,
and hopefully he’ll be willing to
compromise and work with usto
get some good bills passed ”:

Itsbeen widely speculatedthat
McMaster will run for the state’s
top spotin the 2018 gubei?R$3-~
rialelection.

Rep. Jay Jordan, a Florence Re-
publican, said the nexttwo years
will give McMaster a chance to
prove to the people of this state
that he can be an effective gov-
ernor.

"I think this will.be his audition
for the people of South Caro-
lina,” Jordan said. “He’ll have a
couple yearsto prove thathe can

workwith the legislature and get
things done for our state. 1 hope
at the top of his priority list are
two of. the most critical issues
and that's infrastructure and
education. We’ll have to waitand
see."

Sen Ronnie Sabb, a Democrat

from the Williamsburg area, is
somewhat leery of McMaster’s

right-leaning track record butise

optimistic about the change of.
pace. N .-

"I have a lot of respectfor It.
Gov. McMaster, hut you catt
tell he’s all conservative," Sabb
saicLTwouldhope thatinhis
ascension to the governors,
mansionhestays ip the middle
on the Issues. I do think he has
the ability to discern what’ best
for the state as a whole, notjust
one side.”

Rep. Terry Alexander, a Flor-
ence-area Democrat, said there’s
a largely unknown factor about
a McMaster governorship, but
the climate in Columbia points

toward excitement

“Well see what he becomes.
Its a different role than what he
knows,” Alexander said. “He}
not just presiding over a cham-
ber; hes presiding over the

entire state. Either way, wete
excited about what hell bring
to the position. We dont know
where he stands on some of the
issues, and we see that as an
opportunity”
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Lt Gov. Heniy McMaster presides over die South Carolina Senate on

opening day ofthe 2017 state legislative session.
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Morning News
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LORENCE — As lawmakers
Washington, D.C., prepare to
e on South Carolina Gov, Nik-
laley to become the next U.S.
bassador to the United Na-
as, state officials are prepping
workwith a new governor,
[enfy McMaster, the current
jtenant governor, is poised to
ive into the governors spot to
ish the final two years of Hal-
sterm.

hough McMaster hasnt pub-
y stated his stances on many
the key issues facing the
te— roads, pension, educa-
n and tax reform — lawmak-
ifrom the Pee Dee say a new
remor could be good for prog-
son these issues.

mlorence  Republican  Rep.
illip Lowe said one of the larg-
: changes in state legislation
syearwillbe McMasterstake-
jras governor.
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McMasters rise could te good for SC

“l think we’ll see less vetoes
and more willingness to work
with us on these issues,” he said.
"I think McMaster will be a Ettle
easier to please. He’ll be looking
to build some consensus in both
chambers and solve some prob-
lems that we havent been able
to the past few years, like roads.
Wete hoping for more commu-
nication and understanding,
and hopefully he’ll be willing to
compromise and work with us to
get some good bills passed.”

Itsbeen widely speculated that
McMaster will run for the state's
top spot in the 2018 gubernato-
rial election.

Rep. fay Jordan, a Florence Re-
publican, said the next two years
will give McMaster a chance to
prove to the people of this state
that he can be an effective gov-
ernor.

“l think this will be his audition
for the people of South Caro-
lina,” Jordan said. "Hell have a
couple years to prove that he can

work with the legislature and get
things done for our state. | hope
at the top of his priority list are
two of the most critical issues
and thats infrastructure and
education, We’Hhave to waitand
see.

Sen. Ronnie Sabb, a Democrat
from the Williamsburg area, is
somewhat leery of McMasters
right-leaning track record butis
optimistic about the change of
pace.

“I have a lot of respect for Lt
Gov. McMaster, but you can
tell he’s all conservative,” Sabb
said. "I would hope that in his
ascension to the governors
mansion he stays in the middle
on the issues. | do think he has
the ability to discern whats best
for the state as a whole, not just
one side."

Rep. Terry Alexander, a Flor-
ence-area Democrat, said there’
a largely unknown factor about
a McMaster governorship, but
the climate in Columbia points

towsfcd”emlent- u
“We'll>e ™ at he becomes.
It5 a Aerent r°le than what he
jhu,r Alexander said. "He's
A04tst presiding over a cham-
jy, hes presiding over the

entire state. Either way, we'te
excited about what hel bring
to the position. We dont know
where he stands on some of the
issues, and we see that as an
opportunity.”
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Haley reflects on accomplishments
in office, but downplays flag

ov. Nikki Haley took a

elected leadership ofthe state,
itis our obligation to giveitto
them." .

ictory lap around a
egislature Wednesday
with which she didnt always getd then the kicker: “We

along.

“When | was first elected,

I heard over and again from
governors around the country
that this would be the bestjob |
would ever have," she said in her
final State ofthe State address
prior to expected confirmation
soon as the new ambassador

to the United Nations. “l didnt
understand what they meant
back then - and if I'm honest,
some days, especially during the
legislative session, 1 didnt agree
with them.

But after six years as the state’s
pilot, Haley described South
Carolinas condition as "blessed”
for having moved forward and,
in part, for steering the state
from being a punch line for late
night comedians. ]

Her bellwether accomplish-
ments have been economic: the
addition of more than 85,000
jobs, $21.5 billion in capital
investment and a drop in unem-
ployment from 11.1 percent to
4.4 percent. And while she didn't
fully get her way with legisla-
tors on restructuring or ethical
accountability for lawmakers,
both were mentioned as being
improved in her sixyears as
governor.

Haley also recognized the
state’s huge public education
system, despite some positive
changes, still needs alot of
work “Every South Carolina
child deserves a quality educa-
tion, regardless of where he or
she isbom and raised, regard-
less ofwho his or her parents
are or what they do,” she told
legislators convened in the
House chamber. “And as the

63276-01-18_A5001.pdf

failed in that obligation for too
long."

Yeswe have. It might have
helped education over the last
six years if Haley had spoken up
like this louder and more often.
Maybe standing up taller for
public education would have
reduced the billions of dollars
ofunderfunding it has suffered
during the 14 years that she and
her one-time mentor, predeces-
sor Mark Sanford, were at the
helm.

OnWednesday night, Haley
admitted to state lawmakers
that fixing education wasnt for
the lack oftrying, although the
issue didnt get nearly as much
attention as her laser focus on
creating jobs and economic
development. Sometimes, she
said, the job seems so big and
daunting that it seems that
educational solutions are too

complex.

Nevertheless, she urged the
legislature to change the state
superintendentinto a cabinet,
not elected, position. She also
noted progress in reframingthe
education funding formulato
account for poverty, and gifted
and talented students. She
mentioned new reading coaches
pushed by legislators, better
technology and incentive pay
for some teachers.

Haley isright to celebrate
these changes, but theyte
mostiy changes around the
edges - changes that dont help
rural kids get an education that's
on par with kids in Greenville or
Charleston. Butthe governor
was also savvy enough Wednes-

Haley reflects on accomplishments in office, but downplays flag

day night to realize that the state
has a long way to go.

While Haley has much to
celebrate in her sixyears as gov-
ernor, we were surprised by how
she downplayed what might
become the accomplishment
forwhich she isbestremem-
bered - the quick removal of
the Confederate flag from the
Statehouse grounds after the
June 2015 massacre at Emanuel
AME Church.

Inher address, she didnt
mention the words “Confeder-
ate flag.” Maybe she didn't want
to rub saltinto wounds of some
who may still be burning about
the flag’ fate. Instead, she sim-
ply stated, "l will remember the
willingness ofthe people in this
room to step into someone else’
shoes, find genuine understand-
ing, remove a divisive symbol of
an oppressive past, and move
South Carolina forward.”

Haley and a plethora of state
lawmakers who pushed to
get the flag offthe Statehouse
grounds still deserve credit for
what they did. Butnow, as the
governor heads into ajob that
will be filled with negotiation,
the state needs to continue
to move forward to heal and
confront its cruel past of racial
injustice.

Through the years, Nikki
Haley has been a punchingbag
for some policy proposals that
disproportionately hurt poorer
South Carolinians. Despite
policy disagreements, all South
Carolinians should recognize
her public service and thank her
for it

Andy Brack is editor and publisher of State-
house Report. Have acomment? Send to:
feedback@ statehousereport.com.
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Haley's farewell message: I'll be back

Serving as S.C. governor for 6 years 'the greatest honor of my lifel

Editors nete: Gev Nikki Haley
delivered her seventh - and prebably
final - State ofthe State Address on
Wednesday. Donald Trump has nomi-
nated her as his UN. ambassador, and
she awaits Senate confirmation. Here

are excerpts.
I been atime of great re-
flection for me. When |
walked into the State House
this morning, it struck me that
I have been doing so for 12
years.

What a road we have trav-
eled together.

There have been good days,
and there have been trying
ones. There have been wins
and losses, progress and set-
backs, joys and frustrations.
There have been times of great
celebration and those of deep,
devastating mourning.

As | have thought back on it
all, one thing has become so
clear to me: serving as gover-
nor of South Carolina is the
greatest honor of my life.

In 2011, we were in the heart
of the Great Recession. At the
end of my First month as gov-
ernor, our unemployment rate
stood at 11.1 percent. Jobs
were scarce. Economic anxiety
was real. People were hurting.

The only chance we had to
come through the downturn
was if the state banded togeth-
er. The challenge we faced was
simply too large for ns to con-
front in any other way.

That meant breaking from
the traditional regionalism of
the past and embracing the
idea that we were one South
Carolina, It meant under-
standing that a win for the Up-
state was a win for the Low-

he last few weeks have *

County: Lancaster
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PeeDee was a win for the Mid-
lands, It meant committing,
fully, to no longer competing

against each other but pre-
senting a united front, a Team
South Carolina that actually
meant something.

The old way of thinking
died. And magic happened.

We have announced 85,613
jobs. We have celebrated 672
projects - more than half of
which were expansions. We
have seen $21.5 billion in cap-
ital investment. Our unem-
ployment rate is now 4.4 per-
cent. Every single one of our
46 counties has seen new jobs.
Every one....

For as long as most of us can
remember, our public schools
have not been good enough.
We simply haven't done
enough to prepare South Car-
olina's children for the future.

Much of the dysfunction in
our public school system was
caused by simple problems
with clear solutions.

Our funding formula was
outdated and complicated and
didn't address the needs of the
children who most require the
resources we can provide, so
we changed it to account for
things like poverty and gifted
and talented students.

Too many of our kids were
leaving the third grade without
being able to read, so we made
it mandatory that they be held
back ifthey couldn't and pro-
vided reading coaches to make
sure they could.

Schools in rural and high-
poverty areas couldnt afford
the technology necessary for a
21st Century education, so we

favnd @ swapya@videadtitao

them. =
Those same school districts

struggle to recruit new teach-
ers and to keep the ones they
have, so we incentivized our
educators to sign up with
those schools, and when they

do, to stay.

None of this is to suggest
that we have fixed everything
that ails our public education
system. But we brought funda-
mental change to a system
that desperately needed it.

I dont presume to know
what people will remember
from my time as governor - 1
imagine it will he different for
everyone. But | do know some
of what I will take from the last
sixyears.

I will remember that we
brought a level of accountabil-
ity to state government that
never existed before, and that
legislators now show their
votes on the record, disclose
who pays them, and no longer
police themselves.

Iwill remember the willing-
ness of the people in this room
to step into someone else’s
shoes, find genuine under-
standing, remove a divisive
symbol of an oppressive past,
and move South Carolina for-
ward,

I will remember that we got
our fiscal house in order, and
that during my time in office,
no cabinet agency ran a defi-
cit, all while we cut taxes, dou-
bled our reserves, and reduced
our debt sendee by half.

I will remember that we ac-
knowledged South Carolina's
shameful history on domestic
violence, and gave voice to its
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survivors,
I will remember the shoot-
ing of an unarmed man by a

North Charleston police offi-
cer, the hate-filled atrocity
committed against 12 faithful

men and women in the most
sacred of places, the 1,000-
year flood, the loss of a pre-
cious child to a school shoot-
ing, and Hurricane Matthew.
But above all iwill remem-

her nomination as U.N. ambassador.

County: Lancaster
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ber how the gond people of
South Carolina responded to
those tragedies. What a bless-
ing to serve such people.
Thank you for giving our
family this opportunity. Be-

cause ofyou, South Carolina
will always be our home.

Dont forget about us, We're
not going far. And we're al-
ready looking forward to com-
ing home to this state we love
so deeply.

courtesy of the SX. PRESS ASSOCIATION

Gov. Nikki Haley enters the S.C. House chamber to give her State of the State Address to the S.C.
legislature Wednesday night. The address will be Haley's last as governor if the U.S. Senate confirms
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FRAV15 BELL PHOTOGRAPHY
ie Clemson University
kg flies over the South
~Carolina State Housf
after sunset Tuesday
F* evening. Gov. Nikki
ialey, a 1994 Clemson

graduate, and her
daughter Rena raised
he flag over the dome
~afew hours after the

ERIC ROWELL/For The
Lancaster News

Several Lancaster
County
employees

gather in front

of the county
administration
building Thursday
morning to

raise Clemson
University’s

tiger paw flag in
celebration of the
school's national
championship win
Monday night.
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Storm leads
to schedule
changes

Last weekend's winter
storm, which led S.C, Gov.
Nikki Haley to.declare a
state of emergency on Friday,
Jan. 6, resulted in a number
Of local schedule changes.

¢ The Indian Land High
boys and girls varsity basket-
ball games against Nation
Ford High School, originally
set for Friday night, were
played Thursday, Jan. 5.

¢ Lancaster County Parks
and Recreation closed all its
offices and. recreation centers
at 6 pjn. Friday Alt games,
activities and rentals sched-
tiled for the weekend were
canceled and will be
rescheduled. For details, calf
(803)285-5545.

¢ Indian Land High's
wrestling team was slated to
compete in the Bearcat Invi-
tational at Rock Hill High
School last weekend was
canceled and has not been
rescheduled yet.

‘¢ The Alive at 25 safe
driving course originally
scheduled for Saturday, Jan.
7, at Indian Land High
School, has been resched-
uled for Jan. 14. All those
registered for the Jan. 7 pro-
gram have been automatical-

Storm leads to schedule changes

ly transferred to the new
date. (See story on page 5.)

+ The Moriah Singles
lunch scheduled for Jan. 7
was canceled.

¢ The Girl Scouts cookie
rally scheduled for noon-2
,p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7, at
Indian Land Middle School
has been moved to Jan. 21.
The rally is open only to Girl
Scouts, not the public. No
cookies will be sold at the
training event for the Girl
Scouts.

+ Auditions for Communi-
ty Playhouse of Lancaster
County's presentation of
"Hairspray" have been
rescheduled for 7 p.m. Jan,
15 and 16 atthe University
of South Carolina Lancaster's
Bundy Auditorium. For ‘
details,- visit www.facebook.
com/theatreatcplc.

+ “POLTERGEIST/1the
murder mystery dinner the-
ater scheduled for Jan. 7 has
been rescheduled for March
3. Doors will open at 6 P-m.,
with dinner at 7 p.m. For
details, call (803) 289-
1486.

- Staff reports
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