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Appointing a Supreme Court Justice matters, because they make decisions that affect every day people in their day to 
day lives.  There are cases pending before the Supreme Court about separation of church and state and how public 
funds are used, search and seizures when you’re pulled over in a car and how that affects how you’re charged, …
 
Manuel v. Joliet:

·        This is an important search and seizure case.
·        Background:  A passenger in a car was pulled over for failure to signal, and officers searched the car and 

found a bottle of pills.  The pills were tested, and the officers falsified the results to show the pills were 
ecstasy and used that as a basis to charge him.  The passenger later sued for malicious prosecution, and the 
case will focus on whether the Fourth Amendment protection against unreasonable search and seizure will 
allow a claim for malicious prosecution.
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