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Memorandum

TO: Dr. Layton R, McCurdy, Chairman, and Members
5.C. Commissiont on Higher Education

FROM: Ms. Cynthia Mosteller, Chairperson
Members of the Access & Equity and Student Services Committee

DATE: October 30, 2008

Approval of Regulations Regarding the SC Need-based Grant, LIFE & Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and Scholarship Enhancements

The Commission on Higher Education staff proposes amendments to the regulations for the
LIFE & Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Scholarship Enhancements, as well as the
regulation for the SC Need-based Grant. Act 103 was approved during the 2007 legislative
session and Acts 178 and 235 were approved during the 2008 legislative session. These Acts
affect a student’s eligibility for the LIFE & Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and/or the
Scholarship Enhancements effective the 2008-09 Academic Year.

The South Carolina Association of Financial Aid Administrators’ CHE Advisory Committee
met on September 18, 2008, and provided their suggestions and comments about the
proposed regulations. The proposed regulations were also e-mailed to the financial aid
officers at all public and independent institutions via their listserv to request their input.
Their recommendations were incorporated into the proposed regulations.

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services met on October 2, 2008, and
considered the proposed regulations. The Committee unanimously approved the proposed
regulations for the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships, as well as regulation for the SC
Need-based Grant.

The regulations proposc three major amendments to the administration of the LIFE and
Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Scholarship Enhancements:
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1. Act 103 changes the alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense from the first to the
second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense. In either case,
students lose their eligibility for one academic year after the date of the conviction.

2. Act 178 allows students who attend out-of-state preparatory high schools to submit
their high school’s grading system to the Commission on Higher Education. Upon
review, the Commission will determine if the out-of-state grading system is at least as
strict as the 2007 Uniform Grading Policy in order for the out-of-state class rank to
be used.

3. Act 235 changes the minimum level of instruction required to meet the fourteen
credit hours at the end of the first year for the purposes of the LIFE and Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancements.

The regulations propose one major amendment to the administration of the SC Need-based
Grant:

1. Sections R. 62-475 (E) (1) & (2) and R. 62-460 (A) of the South Carolina Need-based
Grant Program. The proposed amendment deleted “regular” academic year. A
proposed definition to change “Academic year” was made to promote consistency in
the grant program regulation.

The proposed regulations also include minor changes for clarification purposes and to
promote consistency among State scholarship and grant programs. All proposed changes
are highlighted in red in the attached regulation.

Recommendation

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services recommends that the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education approve the proposed amendments to the regulations for
the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Scholarship Enhancements, as well as the
SC Need-based Grant. If approved by the Commission on Higher Education, the proposed
regulations will be submitted to the General Assembly during the 2009 legislative session
for approval under the Administrative Procedures Act.

1333 Main Street + Suite 200 # Columbia, SC 29201 + Phonc: {B03) 737-2260 ¢ Fax: (803) 737-2297  Web: www.che sc.gov




Agenda Item 7.03 A(1)

Document No.
SOUTII CAROLINA COMMISSION ON HIGIIER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62

Statutory Authority: Title 59 1976 Code Sections 142-20

R. 69-450 Scuth Carclina Need-based Grants Program

Preamble:

The Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend R. 62-475 (E) (1) (2) and R. 62-460 (A) of the
South Carolina Need-based Grant Program. The proposed amendment deleted “regular” academic year.
A proposed definition to change “Academic year” was made to promote consistency in the grant program
regulation. In addition, the term “regular” was deleted from “academic semester™ to promote consistency
in the grant program regulation,

The proposed regulation witl require legislative review.

A Notice of Drafting for the proposed regulation was published in the South Carolina State Register on
September 26, 2008.

Section-by-Section Discussion

62-460.A

62-460.IF

62-460.1

62-460.1L

62-475.E.1

“*Academic vear” is defined as the fall, spring and swnmer semesters.

“Full-time student™ shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of
study, and who enrolls in a minimum of twelve credit hours during the academic
semester.

“Needy student”™ shall mean a post-secondary student enrolled in or accepted for
enrollment in a public institution who demonstrates to the institution the financial
inability, either parental, familial, or personal, to bear the total cost-ot-attendance for any
academic semester. The determination of need shall be made in accordance with Federal
need analysis formulac and provisions.

“Part-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of
study, and who enrolls in a minimum of six credit hours and a maximum of eleven credit
hours during the acadermic semester.

For graduation purposes, earn at least 24 credit hours each academic vear if awarded a
Neced-based Grant as a full-lime studemt or eamn at least (welve credit hours i awarded a
Need-based Grant as a part-time student. If a student is awarded a Need-based Grant for
one semester of the academic year as a part-time student and the other semester as a full-
time student, the student must earn at least eighteen credit howrs each academic vear. Ifa
full-time student is awarded a Necd-based Grant for only one semester of the academic
year, the student must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. A




parl-time student who is awarded a Need-based Grant {for only one scmester must camn at
least six credit hours by the end of the academic year: and

62-475.E.2 Earn at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for graduation purposes
hy the end of cach academic year.

62-495.A In the event a student who has been awarded a Need-based Grant withdraws, is
suspended from the institution, or drops below pari-time (six credit hours) or full-time
{twelve credit hours) status during any semester of the academic year, institutions must
reimburse the Need-based Grants Program for the amount of the grant for the semester in
question pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of
the institution.

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment:

[nterested members of the public and regulated community are invited to make oral or written comments
on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education on December 4, 2008, to be held in the Large Conference Room at 1333 Main Street,
Suite 200, Colurnbia, SC. The meeting will commence a1 10 am. al which time the Commission will
consider items on its agenda in the order presented. The order of presentation for pubtic hearings will be
noted in the Commission’s agenda to be published by the Commission ten days in advance of the
meeting. Persons desiring to make oral comments at the hearing are asked to limit their statements in Gve
minutes or less, and as 4 courtesy, are asked o provide written copies of their presentation for record.

Interested persons are also provided an opportunity te submit written comments on the proposed
regulation by writing te Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, South Carolina Commission
on Higher Education, 1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 29201. Comments must be reecived
no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 3, 2008. Comments received shall be considered by the staff in
formulating the final proposed regulation for the public hearing on December 4, 2008, as noticed above.
Comments received by the deadline shall be submitted to the Commission in summary of public
conunents for consideration at the public hearing.

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement:
There will be no increased costs to the state or its political subdivisions.
Statement of Need and Reasonableness:
DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION: 62-450 South Carolina Need-based Grants Program

Purpose: R.62-450 is being amended and replaced in its entirety. The proposed amendments will
clarify policies and procedures for administering the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program. The
proposed amendment deleted “regular” academic year. A proposed definition to change *Academic year”
was made o0 promote consisieney 1n the grant program regulation.  In addition, the teom “regular™ was

deleted from “academic semester” to promote consistency in the grant program regulation.

Legal Authority: The legal authorisy for R.62-450 is Section 59-142-20, 8.C. Code of TLaws.
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Ptan for Tmplementation: The proposed regulation will take effect upon approval by the Generat
Assembly and publication in the State Register. The proposed amendments wiil be implemented by
providing the regulated community with copies of the regulation.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION
BASED ON ALL FACTORS IIEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS: The proposed regulation will
promote consistency in the grant program regulation by proposing a change to “Acadcmic year” and
deleting “rcgular” from “academic semester”. The program is administered by the Commission on
Higher Education.

DETERMINATION QF COSTS AND BENEFITS: The financial aid community will benefil by
consistency among the regulations for scholarships and grants administered by the Commission on Iligher
Cducation and students will benefit by the (lexibility 1o be able to meet the required credit hours for
continuing eligibility.

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES:

None.

EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH:

Not applicable.

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF TIHE
REGULATION IS NOT IMPLEMENTED: Not applicable.

Statement of Rationale:

Revisions to the S.C. Need-based Grant regulation were necessary to promote consistency in the grant
program.

Indicates Ncw Malicr
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62-450  Pumpose of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program

Pursuant to Acl 458, South Cardina Children First: Resources for Scholarships and Tuition Act of
1996, of the 1995-1996 Appropriations Bill, the Commission on Iligher Education shall promulgate
regulation and establish procedures to administer the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program. The
purpose of the South Carolina Need-based Grants Program is to provide additional (nancial aid assistance
to South Carelina's ncediest students.  The program will assist students who wish to attend public or
independent colleges or universities in the State.

62-4535  Allocation of Need-based Grant Funds to Public and [ndependent Institutions

A, Tunds made available for higher education grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First; Resources for Scholarship and
Tuition Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation o the Commission on Higher
Fducation. Fifty pereent of the appropriation shall be designated for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Program and the remaining fifty percent shall be tor the Need-based Grants Program. However, in
instances where the equal division of the appropriated funds between the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and Need-based Grants Programs exceeds the capacity w0 muke awurds in cither program, the
Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-allocate the remaining funds between the two
programs. The Commission on Iligher Education shall award 1o eligible students who are attending public
or independent eligible institutions as State Need-based Grant recipients as follows:

1. Of the funds allocated to public institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the public institution’s share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate tull-time
headcount enrollment in the preceding vear.

2. Of the funds allocated to independent institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the independent insttutions' share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate fuil-
time headcount enrollment in the preceding year and will be determined annuaily by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education and the Tuition Grants Commission. The [unds altocated for Need-
based Grants shall be included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher Education and
transferred annvally into the budget of the South Carolina Tuition Grants Commission, which will
distribute these funds as Tuition Grants.

62-460 Program Defioitons (or Administering South Carolina NMeed-based Grants at Public Institutions

. "Academic year” is defined as the tail, 5pr1ng ancl summer semesters. dufmg—whieh—a—pﬁﬁ—t-uﬂe
studem—wetﬁd—bee*peeteémamﬂa—l i

B. "Associate degree program” is defined as a two-year technical or occupational program or an
associate’s deygree program {Associate of Arts or Associate of Science) which leads to the first two vears
of a baccalaureate degree at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in
Federaily funded financial aid programs and authorized by the Commission on Higher Education.

C. “Baceulaurcate degree program™ is delined as an undergraduate program of study leading to the first
bachelor's degree at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Liducation for participation in
Federally tunded financial aid programs and authorized by the Commission on Higher Education



D. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as any part-time or full-time student cnrolled in an eligible
program of study at an cligible institution.

E. “Eligible program” is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) the first baccalaureate degree 2) a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate
degree; 3) first associate’s degree or two-year program that is acceptable for full credit towards a
bachelor’s degree; or 4) one-year program that leads to other recognized credentials (e.g., first diploma or
first certificate}. Study toward the first diploma or certificate may be followed by study toward the first
associale’s degree, which may be followed by transfer to the first baccalaureate degree or a program of
study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate degree.
Students who have already obtained a baccalaureate degree are not eligible fore subsequent grant funds.

F. “Fuil-time student™ shall mean a student whoe has matriculated into an eligible program of study, and
who enrolls in a minimum of twelve credit hours during the regwler academic semester.

G. “Independent institutions™ are those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuition
Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that "an
independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosynary junior or senior college
in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina and which is
accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools."

[1. “Need analysis™ shall mean the process of analyzing the household and financial information on the
student’s financial aid application and calculating the amount the family can be expected to contribute to
the educational costs. For Federal Student Aid Programs, the need analysis systemn is defined under Title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965,

I. “Needy student” shall mean a post-secondary student enrelled in or accepted for enrollment in a
public institution wheo demonstrates to the institution the f{inancial inability, either parental, familial, or
personal, 1o bear the toal cost-of~attendance [or any repalar academic semester. The determination of
need shall be made in accordance with Federal need analysis formulae and provisions.

J. An “offense” shall mean a violation of any law or rule in any state or Federal criminal justice
system,

K. “One-year program™ is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to other recognized
educational credenttals (e.g., certificates or diplomas that prepare students for gainful employment in a
recognized occupation) at a location approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in
Federally funded financial aid programs and is authorized by cither the Commission on Iligher Education
or the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education.

L. “Part-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study, and
who enrolls in a mimimum ol six credit hours and a maximum of cleven credit hours during the regular
academic semester.

M. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a baccalaureale degree” is a program of
study that is structured so a8 not to require a baccalaurcate degree for acceptance inte the program and
leads to a graduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, at a location
approved by the U.S. Department of Education for participation in Federally funded financial aid
programs. Students are eligible to receive the grant for a maximum of e¢ight full-time cquivalent
semesters as long as all other eligibilily eriteria are met. Students who have been awarded a baccalaureate
or graduate degree are not eligible for grant funding.




N. “Public institutions™ are those institutions as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code,
which stipulates that: "1) 'public higher cducation’ shall mean statc-supported education in the posi-
secondary field, including comprehensive and technical education; 2) 'public institution of higher
learning' shall mean any state-supported post-secondary educational institution and shall include technical
and comprehensive educational institutions."

0. "Remedial coursework™ shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in English,
mathematics, and reading offered at the State’s technical colleges.

P. “Satisfactory academic progress™ shall mean the minimum academic standard for academic progress
established by the public institution for the purpose of complying with Title [V regulations for Federal
Student Aid Programs.

(). “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carelina Statute for ‘T'uition and Fees, Statute 59-112-10,

62-465  Student Eligibility
A. 'l'o be eligible for a Meed-based Grant each academic vear, the student must:

1. Be a "needy student” following the financial need analysis as cstablished under Title TV
Regulations for determining eligibility for Tederal Student Aid. The student must file the [ree
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Forin;

2. Be a US. cilizen or a permanent resident that meets the definition of an cligible non-citizen
under State Residency Statute;

3. Be a resident of the state of South Carolina for twelve consecutive months as defined in
Chapier 112 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code of Laws governing the delermination of residency for tuition
and fee purposes;

4, Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a part-time or full-time degree-seeking
student in an eligible program of study at an eligible public institution in South Carolina. A student
enrolled in Jess than six credit hours during one semester may not reccive a Need-based Grant for the
semester in question but is eligible for reapplication for a grant upon return to part-time or full-time
status;

5. Becarolled and attending or have completed at the time of the grant disbursement in a
minimum of six credit hours if part-time for the semester or twelve credit hours if full-time for the
semester;

6. Certify that he/she has not been adjudicated delinquent or been convicted or pled
guilty or nolo contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related offenses
under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be eligible for a
South Carolina Need-based Grant, except that a high school or college student otherwise gualificd who
has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a second or
subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be eligible or continue te be
eligible for such grants after the expiration of one academic year from the date of the adjudication,
conviction, or plea; and be eligible for the need-based grants for a maximum of (our academic years of
two semesters by submitting a signed affidavit each academic year to the institution. llowever, a high




school or coilege student who has been adjudicaled delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or note
conlendere of a sceond or subscquent alcohol/drug related misdemeanaor offense is ineligible for the next
academic year of enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or plea.
If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already
submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will be cligible to receive the Need-based Grant
the remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be ineligible for the Need-based Gant the
following entite academic year of enrollment. 1f a student completes a pretrail intervention program and
has hig/her record expunged the conviction will not affect grant eligibility; and

7. Verify that he/she does not owe a refund or repayment on a State Grant, a Pell Grant, or a
Supplemental Tducational Opportunity Grant and is not in default on a loan under the Federal Perkins
Loan or Federal Stattford Loan Programs; and

8. Must reapply for the Need-based Grant each academic year and meet all eligibility
requirements annuatiy.

B. Students enrolled part-time or full-time may not rcceive a Need-based Grant for more than a
maximum of eight full-time equivalent semesters. Students may only receive Need-based Grant funding
for up to two semesters of the academic year. Studeats who have already been awarded their first
baccalaureate degree are not eligible to receive a Need-based Grant.

C. Students enrolled in an eligible program of study as stated in the "Program Definitions™ Section
may include remedial courses as part of the minimum number of required credit hours for part-lime or
full-time status, as long as such courses canry credit hours and meet Title TV limitations on remedial
coursework.

D. Any false information provided by the student or any attempt to obtain or expend any Need-based
Grant for unlawtul purposes or any purpose other than in payment or reimbursement for the cost-of-
attendance at the institution authorized to award the grant will be cause for immediate cancellation of the
Need-based Grant,  Any student who has obtained a Need-based Grant through means of a willfully false
statement or failure 1o reveal any material fact, condition, or circumstances attecting eligibility will be
subject to applicable civil or criminal penalties, including loss of the Need-based Grant.

62-470  Policies and Procedures for Awarding Need-based Grants

A. The Need-based Grants Program for the public institutions will be campus-administered. Grant
funds will supplement the student financial aid awards administered by the parlicipating public colleges
and universities.

B. The participating institution will make awards in amounts to be defined in accordance with the
Need-based Grants Program regulation and criteria, but not to exceed §1,250 per cligible part-time
student and 32,500 per eligible full-time student per academic year, hased on the institution’s allocated
funds for Need-based Grants and other financial aid awarded to individual applicants. However, the
Commission, due to inflation increases or other relevant factors, may periodically adjust the maximum
award for the Need-based Gramts Program. A maximum of fifty percent of the grant shall be disbursed
for two terms of the academic year, assuming continued cligibilicy.

C. Need-based Grants are to be used only towards payment for the cost-of-attendance as delined by
Title IV Regulations as modified by D below for the academic year [or which the award is made at the
designated institution. The maximum amount awarded shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined
in Title IV Regulations for any year.




D. Charges for room and boatd are to be limited as tollows:

. Room charges shall not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and
2, Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least expensive on-campus meal plan, which
includes 21 meals per week.

E. In determining the amount awarded for the Necd-based Grant, all other sources of gift aid, including
Federal, State, private and institutional funds, must be applied to the total cost-of-attendance in
accordance with Title IV Regulations before calculating the unmet need and awarding the grant. The
Need-based Grant shall be awarded only after all other sources of gifi aid have been cxhausted.
Adjustments to the (Gnancial aid package will be made to the Need-based Grant in accordance with
prescribed Title [V Regulations in order to prevent an over-award.

F. Institutions must give first priority and award the maxtimuzn allowahle Need-bascd Grant ($2,500 if
full-time or $1,250 if part-time) to students who are in the custody of the South Carolina Department of
Secial Services (DSS). Ilowever, institutions should not award the maximum amount if, by doing so, this
causes the siudent to exceed the unmet need according to Title [V Regulations. Studentis who may be
eligible under this provision are responsible for conlacting the instilution and providing official

verification Lo the institution that he/she is in custody of DSS.  Acceptable verification shall include a
letter from DSS.

G. Participating institutions will notify students of their Need-based Grant along with the terms and
conditions of the award.

H. Annual allocations of funds to the public institutions will be based on each institution's percentage
of the State’s total enrollment of South Carolina resident undergradwate full-time degrec-sceking
headeount enrollment. The percentage will be based on the previous year's total as determined by the
Commission on Iligher Education. Unused funds, which cannot be awarded by an institution, must be
returned to the Commission on Higher Education, which may redirect the funds to institutions where
unmet need exists.

I. The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each award to include at a
minimurm:

1. Need analysis

Affidavit decumenting that the student hias never been convicted of any felonies or any
second or subsequent alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offenses as stated under *Student
Eligibility™ and “Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility” Sections

Award notification

Institutional disbursement to student

Refund or repayment (if appropriate)

Satistactory academic progress

Student’s residency status

Enrollment and curriculum requirements

. Student’s disability (if appropriate)

10 Student is in custody of DSS (if appropriate)

11. Student award based upon approval of institutional appeal (if appropriate)

a4
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F. It is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only eligibie students receive a Need-based Grant.




62-475 Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility

A. Need-based Grants shall be awarded for up 1o two terms each academic year. The institution shall
adjust the amount of the grant award during the academic year in the event of a change in the student's
eligibility.

B. Need-based Grants may be awarded annually for no more than a total of eight full-time equivalent
semesters of part-time or full-time study and only for up to two terms of each academic year. Award
decisions will be made annually and are not automatically guaranteed. Students who have already been
awarded their first baccalaurcate degree are not cligible to reecive a Need-based Grant.

C. Students must reapply each academic vear for a Need-based Grant in accord with these guidelines
and other pertinent statules and regulations and with application timeliness and procedures stipulated hy
the participating institution. Students applying for a Need-based Grant must complete a FAFSA Form
and be a needy student. The student must also complete any supplemental forms that may be required by
the institution.

D. The institution shall be responsible for securing institutional certification of each recipient's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours attempted and earned, and satisfactory academic progress for
purposes of determining eligibility for award renewal,

E. For continucd eligibility, the student is required to:

1. For graduation purposes, earn at least 24 credit hours each regular academic year if awarded a
Need-based Grant as a full-tUme student or earn at least twelve credit hours il awarded a Need-based
(irant a8 a part-time student. 1 a student 8 awarded a Need-based Grant for one semester of the academic
year as a part-time student and the other semester as a full-time student, the student must earn at least
eighteen credit hours each regular academic vear. If a full-time student is awarded a Need-based Grant
for only one semester of the academic year, the student must earn at least twelve credit hours by the end
of the academic year. A part-time student who is awarded a Need-based Grant for only one semester must

earn at least six credit hours by the end of the academic year. Eredits—earned—duringany—additional

= E — =)

2. Earn at least a cumulative 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale for graduation purposes by the
end of each regular academic year.

F. Students wishing (o appeal any grant award decision must submit a written request 1o the
institution's Dircctor of Financial Aid. This request will be handled in accordance with the institution's
financial aid appeal procedures. The institution's decision on appeals shall be final.

62-480 Students with Disabilities

A. Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA} and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Smdent Eligibility”
Section except for a student who i1s approved by the Disability Services Provider to be enrolled in less
than part-time status is eligible to receive grant funding. Students must comply with all institutional
policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Section 304 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

B. For renewal, students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
must meet all renewal requirements as defined in “Duration of Award and Continued Eligibility™ Section



except for a student not meeting the annual credit howr requirement who is approved by the Disability
Services Provider to be enrolled in less than part-time status for that academic year. Students must earn
the required number of hours approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider each academic
vear for grant renewal and eamn a minimum 2.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale by the end
of the academic year. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance
with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehahilitation Act of 1973,

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of
Financial Aid cach ascademic year verifying that the student is approved Lo be enrolled in fess than part-
time status.

D. Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are eligible to
reccive up to the maximum number of available semesters and available funds.

62-485 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or
International Student Exchange Programs

A. Students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or
International Student Exchange Program approved by the student’s home institution, and enrolled in
fewer than six credit hours, shall not be eligible to receive a Need-based Grant during the period in which
the student is enrolled in such programs or courses. Students enrolled in such programs may rcecive a
Need-based Grant for up to two terms of the academic year if determined to be eligible.

B. Students enroiled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or Nalional or
International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home instifution and that the home
institution accepts as at least part-time transfer credit (minimum of six credit hours) are eligible to receive
Need-based Grant funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs. Students
will be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

C. Eligible students may use the appropriated pertion of the Need-based Grant funds for internships,
cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student Exchange
Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home institution accepts as at least part-
time transfer credit (minimurm of six credit hours). Need-based Grant funds must be paid dircetly to the
student’s account at the home institution. The amount awarded cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance at
the home institution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is tess. The Commission
on Higher Education wiil not transfer grant funds to the institutions where students will participate in
internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student
Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for grant funds according te the “Program
Administration and Audits” Section.

. The home institution will be responsible for securing official certification of the student's
cumulative grade point average, credit hours carned, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes
of determining eligibility for grant renewal for the next academic year.

62-490 Institutional Disbursement of Need-based Grants

A. The participating institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed $1,250 per eligible
part-time student and $2,500 per eligible full-time student per academic year. A maximum of fifty
percent of the grant shall be disbursed for up 0 up to two erms of the academic year. The maximum
amount, which may be reccived by a recipient for eight full-time equivalent semesters, shall be $10,600
for students seeking their first baccalaureate degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to
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require a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate degree, $3,000 for students seeking their first
associate’s degree, and $2,500 for students seeking their first one-year certificate or diploma. Students
who have obtained an associate’s degree initially arc cligible to apply for a Necd-based Grant upon
enrollment in their first baccalaureate degree or a program of study that is structured so as not to require a
baccalaureate degree. Students who have obtained a recognized educational credential in a one-year
program imitially are eligible for application for a Need-based Grant upon enrollment in their first
associate’s degree, first baccalaureate degree, or a program of study that is structured so as not to require
a baccalaureate degree and leads to a graduate degree.

B. A Need-based Grant may not be applied to a second baccalaureate degree or to graduate
coursework, unless the graduate coursework is requircd as part of a program of study that is structured so
as not to require a baccalaureate degree as defined in the “Program Definitions™ Section.

C. The institution shall provide an award notification each academic year to Need-based Grant
recipients, which will contain the terms and conditions of the grant and other financial aid awarded.
Students will be notified of adjustments in financial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-award
issues. The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purposes, requires that each institution
obtain venfication of aceeptance of the Need-based Grant and terms for the award.

D. After the last day to register for each semester of the academic year, the institution will verify
enroliment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident that is a part-time or full-time degree-seeking
student. According to the Scholarship and Grant Programs Policies and Procedures Manual, a listing of
eligible recipients by social security number with the award amounts for the semester wili be sent to the
Commission on Higher Education with the instifution's request for funds. A year-end reconciliation
report will be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education prior to June 30, Any unused funds
shall be refunded to the Commission on Higher Education no later than June 30" of each fiscal year.

62-495 Refunds and Repayments

A. Tn the cvent a student who has been awarded a Need-based Grant withdraws, is suspended from the
institution, or drops below pan-time (six credit hours) or full-time (twelve eredit hours) status during any
regrdar semester of the academic year, instittions musi reimburse the Need-based Grants I'rogram for the
amount of the grant for the semester in question pursuant to retund policies of the institution. Collection
is the responsibility of the institution.

B. The institution may redistribute such funds to other eligible students in accordance with the
guidelines, or it such funds cannot be redistributed within the academic year, the institution shall return
the refund amount to the Comunission on Higher Education for redistribution to other institutions.

C. In the event a student withdraws or drops below part-time or full-time status after the institution’s
refund period and therefore must pay tuition and fees for part-time or full-time enrollment, the award may
be retained by the student pursuant to the refund policies of the institution,

62-300 Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education will coordinate the oversight of functions
{(e.g., guidclines, policies, rules, repulations) relative o this program with ehigible institutions.  The
Commission on I[ligher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds, promulgation of the
regulation and rules, any audits, or other statewide oversight of the Need-based Grants Program as
deemed necessary to monitor the expenditure of grant funds.
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B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures (or Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all
cligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or regulations.
Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reports, or any
information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General
Assembly Lo ensure proper admimistration of the program,

C. Participating instintions are authorized to establish additional guidelines, rules, and regulations (or
awarding the grants consistent with the South Carclina Need-based Grants Program Regulation contained
herein.

D. The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identity to the Commission on
Higher Education a Need-based Granl institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of
the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the program. The institutional
representative will act as the student fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the program.

62-505  Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A, The Commission may review institutional administrative practices to determine institutional
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an
institution has failed to comply with program statules, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission
may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued participation in the
program and require reimbursement to the State Need-based Grants Program for any funds lost or
improperly awarded,

B. Upon receipt of cvidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher
Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit,

C. If an audit indicates that a vielation or violations may have occurred or are occurring at any public
or independent college or university, the Commission on Higher Education shall secute immediate
reimbursement from the institution in the event that any funds were expended out of compliance with the
provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
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Agenda Item 7.03 A(2)

Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CIIAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 59-149-10

62-1200.1-120 Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarship & Legislative
Incentives for Future Excellence (LLIFE) Scholarship Enhancement

Preambile;

The South Carelina Comunission on Higher Education proposes the following regulation to replace in
its entirety R.62-900.1 through 62-900.70, LIFE Scholarship Program, to Chapter 62 regulation. ‘The
propescd regulation will provides the eligibility criteria that students must meet in order to be
awarded a LITE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. In addition, the proposed
regulation also provides the procedures that institutions must follow when determining students’

eligibitity and when disbursing LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enbancement tunds to
eligible students.

The proposed regulation will require legislative review.

A Notice of Drafting for the proposed regulation was published in the South Carolina State Register
on September 26, 2008,

Section-by-Section Discussion

Section 62-1200.1: Provides the purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program and the purpose of
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

Section 62-1200.5: Scis forth the definition of terms used in (he regulation.

Section 62-1200.10: Provides the eligibility requirements that students are required to meet to

be awarded a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

Section 62-1200.15: Provides the continued eligibility requirements that students must mect
by the end of each academic year to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the following academic year.

Section 62-1200.20: Sets forth the number of terms that students may reecive a LIFE
Schelarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. The section stipulates
the number of terms of eligibility by degree (i.e., Diploma, Associate’s
Degree, Bachelor's Degree) and iostitution (i.e., two-year or four-year),

Section 02-1200.25; Provides the requirements that students must mees to either regain



Section 62-1200.30:

Scction 62-1200.35:

Section 62-1200.40:

Section 62-1200.45:

Scetion 62-1200.50;

Section 62-1200.55:

Section 62-1200.60:

Scction 62-1200.65:

Section 62-1200.70:

Section 62-1200.75:

¢ligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement
after failing to meet the continued eligibility requirements at the end of a
given academic year. In addition, for those students who are unable to
meet the initial eligibility requirements at the time of high school
graduation, this section alse pravides the requirements that such students
must meet in order to earn eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement in college.

Sets forth the requirements that transfer students must meet to receive a
L11'E Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

Provides the renewal requirements that must be met each academic year
for students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act
{ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 each academic
year for the LIFE Scholurship and [LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

Sets forth the renewal requirements that must be met at the end of each
academic vear for students who participate in internships, cooperative

work programs, travel study programs, and cxchange programs for the
I.TFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement.

Sets forth the renewai requirements that must be met each academic year
by students who meet the definition of active military duty (as defined in
Scction 62-1200.5 of this regulation) and who mobilized or deployed
during war time to receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Schelarship

Enhancement.

Sets forth the procedures that institutions must follow te refund LITE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement monies back to the State
in the event of an error in award or a student withdraws [rom the
institution.

Sets forth the appeals procedures that must be used by students who fail
to meet the renewal requirements at the end of each academic year to

receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Schaolarship Enhancement.

Sets forth the policies and procedures that institutions must foliow when

determining students’ eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement each academic year.

Sets forth the policies and procedures that institutions must follow when
disbursing LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds to
eligible students each academic year.

Sets forth the regulatory authority and procedure for program audits by
‘The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education of institutional
policies, practices and procedures as related to the T.IFE Scholarship and
the TIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

Provides for the suspension and termination of institutional participation
as related to the LIFE Scholarship and the TIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
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Notice of Public Hearing and Oppeortunity for Public Comment:

Interested members of the public and regulated community are invited to make oral or written
comments on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education on December 4, 2008, 10 be held in the Main Conference Room at
1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC. The meeting will commence at 1(:00 a.m. at which time
the Commission will consider items on its agenda in the order presented. 'I'he order of presentation
tor public hearings will be noted in the Commission’s agenda to be published by the Commission ten
days in advance of the meeting.

Interested persons are also provided an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed
regulation by writing to Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education, 1333 Main Strect, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 29201, Comments
must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 3, 2008. Comments received shall be
considered by the staff in formulating the final proposed regulation for the public hearing on
December 4, 2008, as noticed above. Comments received by the deadline shall be submitted 1o the
Commission in summary of public comments for consideration at the public hearing,

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement:
There will be no increased Administration costs to the state or its pelitical subdivisions.
statement ot Need and Reasonableness:

DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION: Section 62-1200.1-120 Legislative Tneentives (or
Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarship Enhancement

Purpose: R.62-900.1 through 62-900.70 of Chapter 62 is being amended and replaced in its entirety.
The proposed regulation provides the eligibility eriteria that students must meet in order to be
awarded LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds. In addition, the proposed regulation also provides
the procedures that institutions must follow when determining students’ eligibility and when
disbursing LIFE Scholarship Enhancement tunds to eligible students.

Legal Authority:  The legal authority for R.62-1200.1-120 is 1976 Code Section 59-
149-10.

Plan for Implementation: The proposed regulation will take effect upon approval by the South
Carolina Gengeral Assembly and publication in the State Register. The proposed regulation will be
implemented by providing the regulated community with copies of the regulation.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION
BASED ON ALL. FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS:

The proposed regulation is needed to provide intormation to South Carolina residents concerning the
requirermnents o receive a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement and to provide
guidance to state institutions when awarding LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement
funds to eligible students.

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS:




Promulgation of this regulation will not result in additional costs to the state or its political
subdivisions. It is believed that the proposed regulation will benefit our stale by providing students
with requirements [or receiving funds through the TIFE Scholarship Program and institutions by
providing guidance in determining student eligibility and in disbursing scholarship funds.

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES: None.
EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH: Not applicable.

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE
REGULATION IS NOT IMPLEMENTELD: Not applicable.

Statement of Rationale:

This proposed regulation will clarify the policies and procedures for administering the LIFE
Scholarship Program at the public and independent colleges and universities in the siate. The
proposed regulation includes the eligibility criteria that students must meet in order to be awarded a
LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  Tn addition, the proposed regulation also
provides the procedures that institutions must follow when determining students’ eligibility and when
disbursing LIIE Scholarship Enhancement funds to eligible students. This regulation is being
promuigated to implement this legislative mandate by including the appropriate language in the
awarding procedures.
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62-1200.75  Suspension and Termination of Institutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

62-1200.1 Purpose of the LIFE Scholarship Program

Pursuant to Act 418, which was initially established in 1998 as 'litle 59 of the 1976 code and
amended by Act 162 during the 20035 legislative session, the Commission on Higher Education shall
promulgate regulation and cstablish procedurces for administration of the LIFE Scholarship Program.
The General Assembly established the LIFE Schelarship Program in order to increase the access to
higher education, improve the employability of South Carolina’s students so as to attract business 1o
the State, provide incentives for students to be better prepared for college, and to encourage students
to graduate from college on time.

With Act 115, which was established in 2007 as Title 59 of the 1976 code during the 2007
legislative scsston, the General Assembly established the LIFE Scheiarship Enhancement in order to
increase the number of students in the State majoring in mathematics and scignee and to increase the
access to higher education. improve the employability of South Carolina’s students so as to attract
business to the State. provide incentives for students to be better prepared for college, and to
encourage students o graduate from college on time, Students enrolled at two-year institutions are
not eligihle to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.  In order to receive a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement, all students must qualify for the LIFE Scholarship as stipulated herein.

62-1200.5 DProgram Definitions

A. “Academic vear” is defined as the twelve month period during which a full-time student is
cxpected Lo carn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic year will
consist of the fall, spring and suramer terms (or its cquivalent).

B. A student who has earned a GED diploma or 8C High School Diploma through Adult
Educztion withoul a cumulative GPA may be eligible to earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the
first academic year of a non-GED program. The student muost meel the annual credit hour
requitement (or equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA" at the end of the first academic year. To qualify
for subsequent years, the student must meet all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

C. An “approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” shall mean a five-year bachelor’s program
as defined and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to receive the LIFE Scholarship for
a maximum of ten terms at the same eligible institution in order to complete the requirements for a
bachelor’'s degree. An approved five-vear bachelor’s degree program does not include inter-
institutional and cooperative “3+2" programs (normally in a science degree field and an engineering
program).

D. “Annual credit hour requirement” shall be defined as an average of thirty (30) credit hours
eamed at the cnd of the academic year based on initial college enrollment at all eligible institutions
attended, excluding hours for remedial, continuing education, and non-degree coursework, Credit
hours eamned before high school graduation, Advanced Placement (AP) credit hours, exempted credit
hours, and credit hours earned on active duty must count toward the annual credit hour requirement.

L. “Associate’s degree program™ is defined as a twoe-year technical or occupational program, or at
least a two-year program that is acceptable for tull credit towards a bachelot’s degree as defined by




the U.5, Department of Education.

F. “Attempted credit hours™ shall be defined as courses in which a student earns a grade and is
included in the grade point calculation for that institution. Eligible credil hours that do not transfer
must also be included. Credit hours earned through dual-corollment prior to high school graduation
musl be included in the LIFE GPA. Exempted credit hours, Advanced Placement (AP), College Level
Examination Program (CLLP), remedial/developmental courses, non-degree credit courses [or an
assoctate’s degree or higher, Pass/Fail and non-penalty withdrawal credit hours are excluded from the
“attempted credit hours.” If a student transfers, refer to the institution’s grading pelicy where the
credit hours were camed. Any credit hours attempted or earned before high school graduation, hours
exempted by examinarion, or Advanced Placement (AP} credit hours do not count against the Lerms
ot eligibility.

G. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to a
bachelor’s degree as defined by the U.8. Departiment of Education.

H. “Book allowance™ shail mean funds that may be applied to the student’s account for expenses
towards the cost-of-attendance including the cost of textbooks.

. “CIp C‘ode {Classification of Instrucnonal Program)” The U.S. Department of Education’s
for instituwtional dala (majors, minors, options and
courses). For the purpose of receiving the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, CIP codes have been
approved by the Commission on Hicher Education for eligible deeree programs in the fields of
mathematics and s¢ience.

J. “Cost-of-attendance™ as defined by Tille IV Regulations and may include tuition, fees, living
expenses, and other expenses such as costs related to disability or dependent care.

K. “Cost-of-tuition” shall mean the amount charged for enrolling in credit hours of instruction and
mandatory fees assessed to all studenis. Other (ees, charges, or cost of textbeoks cannat be included.

I.. “Declared major” shall be defined, for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a
degree program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. The student must
meet all requirements as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic

department 1o be enrolled as a declared major in an eligible program. Students cannot take coutses
related to a specific program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and bhe
considered as a declared major. Students must be enrolled as a declared rnajor in an cligible program
that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Eligible programs are those listed as
such on the Commission’s wehsite.

M. “Degree-seeking student” is defined as any full-time student enrolled in an cligible institution
which leads to the first one-year certificate, first lwo-year program or associate’s degree, or first
bachelor’s or program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for
acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree. Upon completion of the first one-year
certificate, first two-year program or associate’s degree, or first bachelor’s or program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate depree, the student cannot use scholarship funds to pursue a program in the same or
preceding level. Students are eligible to receive the Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its
equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as leng as all other eligibility requirements are met and
the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education.  Students must be enrolled in an
undergraduate degree program in order to receive a LITLE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship




Cnhancement each academic term. In cases where students are enrolled in a program of study that is
structured so as not to requirg a bachelor's degree for acceptance into_the program and leads te a
graduate degree, which will be the smdents’ first academic degree awarded. the students must
maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the 1LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a major in the Master’s of Science in
Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science in Cvtology and Biosciences Program
and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program al the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical
University of South Carclina. Students who have been awarded a bacheler’s degree or graduate
degree are not eligible to be awarded a LII'T Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
Students enrolled in an approved five-vear depree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE

Scholarship lor a fifth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Schelarship Enhancement
for a fourth vear of full-time undergraduate coursework.

N. “Eligible institution™ shall be defined, solely for the purposes of the annual credit hour
requirement and the LIFE GPA calculation, as an aceredited public or independent postseeondary,
degree-granting instirution located in-state or cut-of-state. The institution must be accredited by an
agency recognized by the U.8. Department of Education for participation in federally funded tinanciai
aid programs. This list may be found on the US Department of Education’s website,

0. “Eligible program of study™ is defined as a program of study leading to: 1) at least a one-year
educational program that leads to a first certificate or other recognized educational credential (e.g.,
diploma); 2} the first associate’s degree; 3) at least a two-year program that is acceptable for full
credit towards a bachelor’s degree; 4) the first bachelor’s degree; or 3} a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads to a
graduate degree. Students are eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms
{or its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree as long as all eligibility requirements are met and
the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Students who have been awarded
a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible for Schalarship or Enhancement funding. Students
enrolled in an approved five-vear degree program may be eligible to receive a LII'E Scholarship for a

Glth year of full-time, undergraduate work and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth vear of
full-time undergraduate coursework.

P. “Eligible degree program/Qualifying degree program” shall be defined, for the purposes of the
LIFE Schelarship Enhangement. as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by the
SC Commission on Higher Education. These programs shall include science and mathematics
disciplines. computer scicnee or informational lcchnology, enginecring, scicnce cducation, math
education and health care and related disciplines including medicine and dentistry as defined by the
Conunission on Higher Education. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an
eligible degree program for a LIFE Schelarship Enhancement. Students must be enroiled as a
declared major in an gligible program that is approved and assigned 4 CIP code by the Commisston.
Lligible programs must be approved by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education.
Eligible/Qualitying programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s website.

Q). “Felonies™ shall he defined as a crimes classified under State statule (16-1-10) and typically
require imprisonment for more than one year.

R. “Filth year/senjor year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her ninth or tenth
semester of full-time, undergraduate coursework in an approved [ive-year program following high
school graduation. The student is in his/her fifth vear of consecutive, full-time college enrollmeny

based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment atter graduasion from high schogl,




S. “First year student/Freshman” is defined as any student who is enrolled as a first vear student in
hig or her first or second semester of undergraduate cowrsework following high school sraduation.

T. “Fourth year/scnior_year” shall mean seventh or eighth semester of full time. undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. 'Lhe student is in his‘her fourth vear of consecutive,
full-time college gnrollment based on the student’s initial date of college enrollment after graduation
from high school.

U. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into an eligible program of study
and who enrolls full-time, usually tifteen credit hours for fall and spring terms or twelve credit hours
for fall, eight credit hours for winter, and twelve credit hours for spring trimester terms, The student
must cam an average of thirty credit hours per academic year to receive a LIFE Scholarship. In order
for the student to be eligible for Scholarship disbursement, the student must be enrolled (ull-time at
the home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, cxeept that credit hours may not include
remedial/developmental, continuing cducation, and non-degree credit courses for an associate’s
degree or higher.

V. “General Educational Development (GED) Diploma™ is defined as a GED high school diploma
that was completed in South Carolina or outside of the state while the student was a dependent of a
lcgal resident of South Carelina who had custody or paid child support and ¢ollege expenses of the
dependent GED diploma student. A student who earns a GED diploma cannot receive a LIFE
Scholarship during his/her initial year (or eguivalent} of collepe enrollment but may earn the
scholarship in subscquent years.

W. “Iigh school” is defined as a high school located in South Carolina, an approved home school
program as defined in the State Statute, (Sections 59-65-40, 45, and 47) or a preparatory high school
located cutside of the state while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of South Carolina who
has custedy or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent high school student in
accordance with State Statute 59-112-10, A "preparatory high school” (out-ol-stale) is defined as a
school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer curricula through the twelfth
grade and prepares studenis [or college entrance.

X. “Ilome institution” shall mean the institution where the student is currently enrolled as a degree-
seeking student and may be eligible tor financial aid at the same institution.

Y. "Independent institutions/private institutions” are those institutions eligible to participate in the
South Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 539 of the 1976 Code,
which stipulates that an “independent institution of higher lcarning means any independent
gleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carelina which is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution chartered before
1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent
bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its original charler in 1962, was granted a
license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Bducation, has continued to maintain a
campus in South Carelina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of professional
degrees do not meet the definition of *public or independent institution® for purpases of this chapter,”

Z. “Ineligible degree program”™ shall be defined. for the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship

Enhancement, as a degree program that is not included on the Comimission’s posted list of approved
gligible programs and assigned a CTP code.




AA. “Initial college enrollment™ shall mean the first time the student matriculates into a
postscecondary degree-granting institution after high school graduation, completion of a GEIVAdult
LEducation Program or completion of an approved home school program. The terms of eligibility and
the annual credit hour requirement are based upon initial collcge enrollment and continuous
enrollment. This means that students must adhere to the 30 credit hour requirement even if thcy have
a break in cnrollment. Any break in enrolliment (excluding sumnmer) will also count against the terms
of eligibility.

BB. “LIFE GPA™ shall be defined as the cumulative grade point average calculation that includes
credit hours and grades eamed at all eligible institutions based on a 4.0 scale. 'T'he LIFE grade point
average must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education courses, non-degree
credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher and remedial/developmental courses. Sce Scelion
62-900).55 [or the steps to calculate the “LIFE GPA”

CC. “LIFL Scholarship recipient” is defined as a siudent who meets all of the eligibility
requirements to receive a LIFE Scholarship and is awarded LIFE Scholarship funds during a given
academic year. Siudents who meet the eligibility requirements for a LIFT Scholarship but do not

receive any LIFE Scholarship (unds, due to the cost of attendance being met by other sources of
financial aid. do not meet the definition of a I.IFF_Scholarship recipient.

DD. *“Military mobilization™ is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense
orders members of the United Stales Armed Forces to active duty away from their normal duty
assignment during a time of war or national cmergency.

EE. “Misdemeanor offenses” shall be detined as a crimes classified under State statute (16-1-100)
which arc typically punishable by fine or imprisonment tor less than one year. A complete listing is
located in title 16 of State statute. Fxamplces of alcohol and drug misdemeanors in South Carolina
include but are not limited to possession of alcohol under the age of 21, posscssion of

marijuana/illegal drugs, open-container, transfer of alcohol to person under 21, false information as to
age (fake IT}), cte.

FF. “Non-degree credit courses” shall be defined as courses that count lowards graduation in a
certificate or diploma program only. Non-degree credit courses must not be used in the “T.IFE GPA”
calculation or lowards the annual credit hour requirement tor an associate’s degree ot higher.

GG, A “one-year educational program’™ is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading to
recognized credentials (e.g., certificates or diplomas), as defined by the U.S. Department of Fducation
for participation in federally funded financial aid programs and which prepares students for gainful
employment in recognized occupations.

HH. “Private institutions” are those institutions eligible to participate in the South Carolina Tuilion
Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates that an
“independent institution of higher learning means any independent eleemosvnary junior or senior
college in South Carolina which is accredited by the Southern Associalion of Colleges and Schools;
or_an _independent bachelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and
headquarters arc localed within South Carolina; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which
was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the
Commission on Higher Cducation, has continued to maintain_a campus in South Carolina, and is
accredited by the Southern Association of (_olleges and Schools Insritutions whose sole purposc is

‘public or independent institution® for purposcs of this Lhanlcr.




II. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for aceeptance into
the program and leads to a graduate degree”, which will be the student’s first academic degree
awarded. Students are cligible to rcecive the LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of eight terms (or its
equivalent) and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six terms (or its equivalent) as
long as all other eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on
Higher Education. Students who have heen awarded a bachelor’s or graduate degree are not eligible
for Scholarship funding. Students must maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive a LIFE
Scholarship and a LIFE Schoiarship Enhancement each academic term. with the exception of students
declaring a major in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Siudies Program, the Master's of

Sgience in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the University
of South Carolina-Coelumbia and the Medical University of South Carolina.

JJ. ~Public institutions™ are institutions of higher learning as defined in Chapter 103 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Cuode, which stipulates "public higher education shall mean any state supported
postsecondary educational instiution and shall include technical and comprehensive educational
institutions.”

KK. “Remedial/developmental courscwork™ shall mean sub-collegiate level preparatory courses in
English, mathematics, reading and any courses classified as remedial by the institution where the
course 15 taken.

LL. “Salisfaclory academic progress™ shall be defined as_the academic progress in the declared
major as required by the ingtitution and academic department in which the student is enrolled as a
full-time, degree-seeking student, The student must meet all requirements for salisfactory academic
progress towards completion of the declared major as established by the policies of both the
institution and academic department in which the student is enrolled to meet the requirements of
satisfactory academic progoress.

MM. “Second year/sophomore year” shall mean any student who is enrolled in his or her third or
fourth semester of (ull-time, undergraduate coursework following high schoo! graduation, The
student is in his/her second vear of consecutive, full-time college enrollment based on the student’s
initial date of college enrollment after graduation from high school.

NN. “South Carolina resident” shall be defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of
residency in accordance with the State of South Carolina State Statute for Tuition and Fees, Section
59-112-10 and all related guidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Higher
Education as established by the institutional residency officer cach academic year.

00, “Third ycar/junior year” shall mean the fifth or sixth semester of full- time, undergraduate
coursework following high school graduation. The student is enrolled in his‘her third year of
consecutive, full-time enrollment based on the student’s initial date of collepe enrollment after
graduation from high school.

PP. "3 plus 2 programs” is defined, tor the purposes of the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, as a
program (typically an engineering major) in which a student completes three vears of a baccalaureate
prograrmn al one institution, at which time the student transfers to a second institution and completes
the remaining two years of an undergraduate degree program. When the student compleies the fourth
year of enroiliment, credit hours are transterred back to the injtial institution, which confers the first
baccalaureate degree (e.g.. physics) using articulaled credits from the second institution, At the end

ol the sceond year of enrollment at the second institution, the student receives the second
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baccalaureate degree (e.g.. engineering). 3 plus 2 programs for the purposes of rgceiving the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement shall be defined and approved by the SC Commission un Higher
Education. Siudents must be enrolled as a declarcd major in an cligible program that is approved and
assigned a CIP code by the Commission. Enrollment in a minor does not meet the requirement of an
eligible degree program for a L1FE Scholarship Enhancement award.

Q0. “Transfer student™ shall be defined as a student who has changed enrollment from one
institution to a SC public or independent institution.

62-1200.10 Student Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A.Ta be eligible for a LII'E Scholarship, students must:

1. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident that meets the definition of an cligible non-
citizen under State Residency Statutes; and

2. Bea South Carolina resident for in-state purposes at the time of high school graduation and at
the time of envollment at the institution, as set forth by Section 59-112-10, and be cither a member of
a class graduating from a high school located in this State, or a student who has successfillly
completed ar least three of the final four years of high school within this State, or a home school
student who has successtully completed a high school homne school program in this State in the
manner required by law, or a student graduvating (rom a preparatory high school outside this State,
while a dependent of a parent or guardian who is a legal resident of this State and has custody of the
dependent according to State Statute, Section 59-149-50A or a student whose parent or guardian has
served in or has retired from one of the United States Armed Forces within the last four vears, paid
income taxes in this State for a majority of the vears of service, and is a resident of this Statc;

3. Meet two of the following three criteria if a first-time entering freshman at an eligible four-
year institution;

a. Famn a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) based on the Uniform Grading Scale
(UGS) upoen high school graduation. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify tor the LIFE
scholarship. Grade point averages must be reported to two decimal places (minimum) and may not
be rounded. For example, a student who earns a 2.99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions shall use the
(inal GPA as reported on the official transeript.

b. Score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment T'est (SA']") or an equivalent ACT score
of 24. Test scores will be accepted through the June national test administration of the SAT and
ACT during the yeur of high school graduation. The student must use the highest SAT Math score
combined with the highest SAT Critical Reading score {formerly known as the Verbal score). It is
permissible to select scores from different test administrations in order te obtain the qualifying
composite score. Students cannot use the Writing subsection score to obtain the qualifying composite
score. The composile ACT score must be based upon one lest administration.

¢. Rank in the top thirty percent of the graduating class consisting of high school diploma
candidates only. The rank must also be based on the UGS only. Ranking percentages must be
reported Lo twoe decimal places (minimum) and may not be rounded. For cxample, a student who has
a class rank of 13 of 43 (13/43 x 100 = 30.23%) will not rank in the top thirty percent of the class
since 30.23% is not within thirty percent. l'o determine the top thirty percent for graduating classes
with three or less students, the student who is ranked number one in the class would be considered in
the top thirty percent for LIFE Scholarship cligibility. Tnstitutions shall use the final ranking as
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reported by the high school on the official transcript. If a student is a member of an approved home
school association that ranks, a ranking report must be attached to the official transcript.

d. For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high schoel rank of a

South Carolina resident attending an out-of-state high school may be used provided it i _calculated
pursuant o a state-approved, standardized grading scale at the respective out-of-state_high school, 1f
the eligible South Carolina institution determines that a state-approved standardized grading scale
substantially deviates from the 8.C. Uniform Grading Policy (UGP), the state-approved, standardized

rading scale shall not be used to meet the eligibility requircnents for the LIFE_Scholarship. The
guidance counsclor (rom the oul-of-state preparatory school also has the option of converting the
cumulative GPAs of all students in the applicant’s class to the 8.C. UGP to determine if the student
ranks within the top thirty percent of the class,

4. Eam a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GI'A) on the Uniform Grading Scale upon high
school graduation and score at least an 1100 on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT 1) or an
equivalent ACL score of 24 if a first-time entering freshman graduates from a non-ranking South
Carolina high school, non-ranking Scuth Carolina approved home schoel association or out-of-state
preparatory high school and attends an eligible four-year institution,;

5. Ham a cumulative 3.0 grade point average (GPA) upon high school graduation on the
Uniform Grading Scale if a [rst-time eniering freshman at an cligible two-year or technical
institution. No other grading policy will be allowed to qualify for the LIFE Scholarship. Grade point
ratios must be reported to two decimal places (minimum} and may not be rounded. For example, a
student who eamns a 2,99 GPA is not eligible. Institutions shall use the final GPA as reported by the
high school on the official transcript;

6. Be admitted, enrolled full-time, and classified as a degree-seeking student at a public or
independent institution in South Carolina;

7. Cerntify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nofo
contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol/drug related offenses under the laws

of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order (o be eligible for a LIFE

Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified who has been
adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a second or
subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor otfense nevertheless shall be eligible or continue to
be eligible for such scholarships after the expiration of one academic year from the dale of the
adjudication, conviction, or plea by submitting an alfidavit cach academic year to the institutien.
However, a high schoaol or college student wha has been adjudicated delinguent, convicted, or pled
guilty or nolo contendere to a second alcohol/dnig related misdemeanor oftense is ineligible for the
next academic year of enrollment at an eligible institution after the date of the adjudication,
conviction or plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea oceurs during the academic year after the
student has already submitted a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will be eligible to
receive the Scholarship the remainder of the academic year. However, the student will be ineligible
for the Scholarship the following entire academic year of enrollment. If a student compleles a pretrial
intervention program and has his/her record expunged the conviction will not affect Scholarship
cligibility; and

8. Certify that he/she has not defaulted and does not owe a refund or repayment on any (ederal or
state financial aid. If a student has an Institulional Student Information Record (ISIR) ar its
cquivalent on file, the ISTR information will be used to verify default status or refund/repayment
owed on any [ederal or State financial aid. Students who have not completed a Free Application for
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Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) must have an affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in default and
does not owe a refund or repayment on any [ederal or State financial aid including, state

grants/scholarships, Federal Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Perkins Loan
and Federal Stu(ford Loan.

B. Any credit hours attempted or eamed before high school graduation, hours exempted by
examination, or Advanced Placement {AP) credit hours do not count against the terms of eligibilily as
provided in State Statute, Scetion 59-149-60. The eredit hours camed before high school graduation
can be used toward the credit hour requirement. Credit hours earned through CLEP or AP will be
used toward the credit hour requirement.

C. Service members of the United States Armed Forees will not be penalized for any credit hours
earned while on active duty. The credit hours earned on active duty will not count against the terms of
eligibility, but will be used towards the annual credit hour requirement.

. First-time entering freshmen will not be penalized for any eredit hours eamed during the
summer session immediately prior to the student’s initial college enrollment. The credit hours earmed

will not count against the terms of eligibility, The credit hours may be used toward the annueal credit
hour requirement.

E.  Students who complete their high schoel graduation requirements prior to the otficial
graduation date reported on the final high school transcript may be eligible to receive the LIFE
Scholarship dependent on the approval of the Commission on Higher Education (CHE). The student
must complete and submit an Early Graduation Appiication, an official high schooi transcript, an
official letter from the high school principal verifying that he/she has met all graduation requirements,
and SAT/AC] scores (if attending a four-year institution) by the established deadline. Early graduates
cannot use ¢lass rank in order to qualify tor the LIFE Scholarship at four-vear institutions tor the
spring semester since the class has not officially graduated. A student may use class rank to receive
the Scholarship after the class officially graduates. Early graduates who enroll mid-year (spring term)
and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship through the Early Graduation process will otficially begin their
initial college enrollment. In order to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, the
sludent must earn a minimum of fifteen credil hours and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA" at the end of the
academic year. The student will be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility
based on initial college enrollment. If a student does not submit an early graduation application for
the spring term and has not ofticially graduated, the student should not have received the LIFE
Scholarship and thal term will not count against his/her terms of Scholarship cligibility.

F. First-time entering freshmen who enroll mid-year (spring semester) are eligible for the LIFE
Scholarship it they gualified upon high school graduation.

G. LIFE Scholarship funds may not bhe applicd to the cost of continuing cducation,
remedial/developmental or non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher. Twelve
credit hours of the courseload must be non-remedial/develepmental, non-continuing education or
degree-credil courses for an associate’s degree or higher in order (o receive LIFE Scholarship (unds.
Continuing  education, non-degree credit for an  associate’s degree  or higher and
remedial/developmental courses will not be included in the “LIFE GPA” or credit hour calculations.

H. Non-degree credit hours shall be used to meet the (ull-time eligibility criteria for a diploma or
certificate program only. Students must sign an affidavit certifying that they understand that non-
degree credit hours wili not be used in calculating the “LIFE GPA™ or credit hour requirements it they
are enrolled in an Associate’s degree or higher.
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1. First-time entering freshmen attending an eligible two-year or technical college who enroll tull-
time in remedial/developmental courses during the first term(s) will not be eligible for Scholarship
funds «uring this period. Credit hours camed during the term{s) of remedial/developmental
enroilment will not be used to determine remaining Scholarship eligibility at the completion of

remediation unless the student has completed at least twelve credit hours of non-
remedial/developmentat coursework each term of enrollment. The stodent will be eligible for the
Scholarship for the term following completion of remediation if the student was eligible to receive the
LIFE Scholarship upen high school graduation. [f the student requires more than one academic year
of remedial/developmental coursework, then he/she will not be eligible tor the LIFE Schoilarship the
term alter completion of remediation. I the student was not eligible [or the Scholarship upon high
school graduation, the student must meet the conditions set forth in Section I below in order to gain
the LIFE Scholarship.

J. Students who de not mecet the scholarship cligibility reguirements upon high school graduation
and enroil full-time in remedial/developmental courses must meet the scholarship eligibility
requirements {earn a 3.0 "LIFE GPA™ and eam an average of thirty credit hours for the academic
year) at the end of the first year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses to be eligible to
reeeive the sehoelarship for the sceond year of enrollment in non-remedial/developmental courses,

K. Students receiving a LIFE Scholarship are not eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship, SC HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance.

L. Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not
eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship, In cases where students are enrolied in g program of stud
that is structured s¢ as not to require a bachelor’s depree for acceptance into the program and leads to

maintain their undereraduate status in order 1o receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LITE Scholarship
Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of students majoring in the Master’s of Science

in Physician Assistant Siedies Program, Master’s of Science in Cvtology and Biosciences Program

University of South Carolina.

M. All documents required for determining LIFE Scholarship eligibility must be submitted to the
institution by their cstablished deadline(s). Studenis must submil official transeripts from all previous
and current institutions, which provide evidence to calculate the “LIFE GPPA,” determine initial
college enroliment and eamed annual credit hour requirement. Students that complete coursework at
another institution at any time during the academic year {fall, spring, summer) must submit an official
transeripl o the home iostitution at the end of the academic year to determine eligibility for the LIFE
Scholarship.

N. First-time entering treshmen who attended out-of-state preparatory high schools or graduated
from a 8SC high school prior o the [ull implementation of the Uniform Grading Scale in 2004 (if the
high school had not already converted to UGS) must have their high school transcript converted by a
designated official appeinted by the Commission on Higher Education 1o the UGS in order to qualify
for the LIFE Scholarship. Any fees and requirements for the conversion are the responsibility of the
student. Students who attended high schoot outeof-siate must meet the South Carolina residency
requirement.

Q. To be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic vear, the student must:
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l. Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic year to receive a LIFE

Schelarship as stipulated by state law and regulation and be a recipient of LIFE Scholarship funds at
the time of LIFE Scholarship Enbancement disbursement. The studemt must receive the underlyving
LIFE Scholarship;

2. Beenrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of science or
malhcmatics in an chigible program (hat is approved and assigmed a CIP code by the Commission on
Iligher Education at the time of dishursement of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds. FEligible
programs include degrees awarded in math and science fields, computer science or inforimational
technology, engineering. science education, math education and healtheare and related disciplines
mciuding medicine and dentistry. The student must meel all reguirements for satisfactory academic
progress towards completion of the declared major as established by the policies of hath the
institution and the academic department in which the student is enrolled;

3. Becenrolled at an ¢higible four-year public or independent institution logated in South
Carolina;

4, Effective for the 2007-08 acadeinic vear only, all students who are enrolled at a four-year
institution as a_sophomore, junior or scnior must mect the continued eligibility requirements of
garming a minimum average of 30 credit hours and a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA as stipulated by law
and regulation_for the LIFE Scholarship by the end of each academic vear, be a recipient of L1FE
Scholarship funds, and be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of
science or mathematics in an cligible program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the

Commw;lon on Iligher Educatlon at_the tlme of dlsburscment of LIFE Scholarshlp Lnhancement

terms ot eligibility tor the LIFE SChOlaISth To be awarded a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement gach
year, these students must meet afl requirements for the LIFE Scholarship and be enrolled as a full-
time, depree-seeking student in a declared major of science or mathematics in an elieible program
that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission on Higher Education at_the time of
disbursement of LIFE Scholarship Enbancement funds;

5. Beginning with the Fall 2007 freshman class and thereafter, all students must have
successfully completed a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathematics and life
and phivsical science courses with a minimum of six hours in mathematics and a minimum of six
hours in life and physical science including one laboratory course by the end of the student’s first year
of enrollment in college (based on initial date of college enrollment). For purposes of meeting the
reguired minimum level of instruction in mathematics and life and physical science courses during a
student's first vear, Exempted Credit Hours, College Level Examination Program (CLEP), Dual
Enroltment, Pass/Fail courses with a grade of “Pass™ {only), International Baccalaureate (IB) courses
and Advanced Placement {AI") courses in mathematics and life and physical sciences taken in high
school in which the student scored a three or more on the advanced placement test and received

college credit mav count toward the fulfillment of this minimum requirenient, The Commission will

issue a list of eligible courses by CIP code for determining eligible coursework to meet the fourteen
credit _hour requirement. Remedial/developmental, continuing  education, non-degree  credit
coursework and credit hours earned for courses taken after the end of the student’s first year of

college enrollment cannot be used to meet the specified minimum fourteen credit hour course level
requirement 1o gain elipibility to receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement;

6. Meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIIE Scholarship of a minimum 3.0
LIFE GPA and a mininnumn average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic vear;




in the second, third or fourth vear of full-time enrollment {based on initial date of

college enrollment after high school graduation) at an cligible four-year public or independent

institution_in South Carolina. Students enrolled full-time in an eligible. approved five-vear degree

program may also be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth year of college
enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment}; and

8. Students who initially enroll in college mid-vear (i.e., spring term) as a freshman and meet
the requirements under Section 62-1200.10 mayv be eligible to receive a [IFE  Schelarship
Enhancement at the beginning of the spring term of the next academic vear (i.e., beginning with the
third consccutive term of fufl-time enrollment hased on initial date of cellege enrollment). The
student must earn a minimum average of 15 credit hours and a 3.0 LIFE GPA to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship the following academic vear and a minimum average of 30 credil hours by the end of the
first academic year {i.e., by the end ol the fall term or sceond consecutive term of full-time enrollment
bascd on initial date of college enrollment) of enrollment to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
beginning the spring term of the second, third and/or fourth vear of college enrollment.

P. The LIFE Scholarship and [.IFE Scholarship Fnhancement are to be annual awards. Half of the
Scholarship and Enhancement funds are to be disbursed in the fall and half are to be disbursed in the
spring.  Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible deyree
program during the same academic vear shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the
beginning of the next academic yeur (i.c., fall term). Students who change their major from an eligible
decree program to an ineligible degree program during the same academic vear mav continue io
receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic vear; however, the student
cannot be awarded the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the nexl academic ycar of enroilment in an
ineligible depree program.

62-1200.15 Continued Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students must meet the following criteria to renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship:

1. Continue to meet all eligibility requirements as staled in the “Student Eligibility™ Section;
2. Eam at least a 3.0 “LIFE GPA”™ by the end of the academic year; and
3. Mecet the annual eredit hour requirement {or its equivalent) by the end of the academic
year based on initial college enrollment:
(a) earn a minimum ot 30 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the sceond year; or
(b} earn a minimum of 60 (or the cquivalent) eredit hours if entering the third year; or
{c} cam a minimum of 90 {or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the fourth vear; or
(d) earn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth year of an
approved tive-year bachelor’s degree program.

B. Students who mecet the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and
who enroll in Maymester or summer term will not be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if their
cumulative grade point average falls below the minimum 3.0 “LIFE GPA” requirement by the end of
the summer term.

. Students whe initially enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be eligible 1o receive the
LIFE Scholarship the next academic year, if the student earns a minimum of fificen (15) credit hours
and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA” at the end ol the academic year. For subsequent years, the student must meet
the annual credit hour requirement and 3.0 LIFE GPA for renewal:

(a) earn a minimum of 45 {or the equivalent) credit hours if enterig the fourth semester based
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on initial college cnrollment; or

(b) earn a minimum of 75 (or the equivalent} credit hours if entcring the sixth semester based on
initial college enroilment; or

(¢) carn a minitnum of 1035 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the eighth semester based
on initial college enrollment; or

{d) earn a minimum of 135 {or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the tenth semester of an
approved five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial college enrollment.

The student may be eligible to receive the maximurn number of terms of eligibility based on initial
college enrollment.

D. Students must mect the (ollowing crileria 1o renew eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement:

1. Coniinue to meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student
Eligibility: LTFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement™ Section:

2. Be arecipient of LIVE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
disbursement; and

3. Be enrolled full-time at an ehliciMe four-vear public_or independent imstitution as a declared
major in an eligible science or mathematics program as stipulated under Section 62-1200.10.

E. Students who mect the continued eligibility requirements by the end of the spring term and who
enroll in Maymester or summer term wiil not be cligible to receive the TIFE Scholarshi
Enhancement if their cumulative grade point average falls below the minimum 3.0 “I.IFF GPA™
requirement by the end of the summer term resulting in ineligibility for a LIFE Scholarship. Students
who do not meet the continued eligibility requirements to receive the LIFE Scholarship cannot
receive a Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the [ollowing academic vear.

F. The student mav be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility (ig., six

consecutive tcrms) for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement starting the second veat of college
enrollment (based on initial date of college enrollment aller high school graduation).

62-1200.20 Terms of Eligibility: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. The maximum number of terms of cligihility is based on the student’s initial college enrollment
with the exception of the summer term immediately prior to the student’s initiat college cnrollment
and up to one academic year of full-time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursework.

B. Students may rcecive a LIFE Scholarship for a maximum of two terms for a one-year
educational program, four terms for an associate’s degree program or at least a two-year program thal
is acceptable for tull credit towards a bachelor’s degree, eight terms (or its equivalent) towards the
first hachclor’s degree or program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree
for acceptance into the program and leads o a graduale degree program or ten consecutive terms
towards an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program. (See chart in “C" helow.) In cases where
students are enrolled in a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree
for acceptance into the program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the students’ first
academic degree awarded, such studcnis musi mainiain their undergraduate status to be awarded the
LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic term, with the exception of
students majering in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of
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Scignee in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at the Umiversity L
of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have
already been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate depree are not elipible to be awarded a
LIFE Scholarship or a .IFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible to receive the LITE
Scholarship for a maximum of eight consecutive terms {or its equivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship
bEnhancement for a maximum of six consecutive terms {or its equivalent), as long as all other

eligibility requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher
Education.

C. If a student pursues the following program, the terms of eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship will
be based upon the student’s initial college enrollment:

o o Average Credit Hours Eamed at the End of Each Academic Year
Maximum :

‘Terms of |1stYear = 30 credit 2nd Year =60 credit Jrd ear = 90 4th Year = 120 | Fifth Year
Degree/Program Eligibility |  hours hours credit hours cradit hours = 150 credit hours

_ Terms of Remaining Eligibility at the End of Each Academic Year
One-year Certificate/ )
Diploma 2 o 0 : 0 .0 0
Associate/Two-year | : ' !
Program 4 . 2 0 v} ) 0 o
Bachelor/First
Professional 8 ) 6 4 2 0 0
Approved Five-year | :
Bachelar i 10 | 8 <] 4 ‘ 2 ! 0

D). The maximum number of terms of eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is based on
the student’s continued eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship and beginning with the student’s second
year of college enrollinent (based on_initial date of college enrollment), wilth the cxception of the
sumnmer terrn immediately prior o the student’s initial college enrollment and up 10 one academic
vear of full-time enrollment in remedial/developmental coursewoark,

E. Students may receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six consecutive
terms (i.e., three academic vears) for a Grsl bachclor’s degree in an cligible program or an eligible
program _of study that is structured so as not to require a_bachelot’s degree for acceptance into the
program and leads te a graduate degree provram, and eight consecutive terms (i.e.. four academic
years) towards an approved five-vear bachelor’s degree program and six conseculive lerms towards a
3 plus 2 program. Students must be cnrolled in an cligible four-year public or independent institution

in South Cdmlma as a declared major in an eligible science 01‘ mathematlcb major or an eligible

where stmdents are enrelled in a program ot study that is structured so as not to require a hdLhLlUT

degree for acceplance into the program and lcads to a praduate degree, which will be the students’
(st academic depree awarded, students must maintain their undergraduate status to be awarded the
LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, with the exception of students declaring a
major in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Scicnee in
Cvtology and Biosciences Program and the Doclor of Pharmacy Program at the University of South
Carelina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have already been
awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students are eligible 1o receive a I.IFE Scholarship
for a Lnhancement

maximum of cight consceutive terms (or its equivalent) and a LIFE Schelarshi
tor a maximum of six consecutive terms (ot its equivalent) towards an undergraduate degree, as long
as all other eligibility_requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on
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II1gher Cducation. Students enrolled in an approved five-year degres program mav be ellglble to

Enhancement for a fourth vear of full-time undergraduate coursework,

62-1200.25 Regaining or Earming Cligibality: LIFE Scholarship and LITE Schoelarship Enhancement

A Students who were not initially eligible upon high school graduation or failed o meet the
continued eligility requirements may eam or regain eligibility for the LIFE Schelarship if they:

1. Meet all eligibility requirements as stated in the “Student Eligibility” Section;
2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GI"A" by the end of the academic year;

4. Meet the annual credit hour requirement by the end of the academic vear based on initial
college cnroliment:

(a) earn a minimum of 30 {or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the second year; or

(b) earn a minimum of 60 (or the equivalent) credit hours if entering the third vear; or

(¢) camn a minimum of 90 (or the cyuivalent) credil hours i€ entering the fourth year; or

(d) carn a minimum of 120 (or its equivalent) credit hours if entering the fifth vear of an
approved tive-year bachelor’s degree program.

{) earn the required number of credit hours as stated in Section 62-1200.25 (C) for students
who initially ¢nroll mid-year.

B. A student who has earmned a GED diploma may be ¢ligible to eamn the LIFE Scholarship as the
end of the first academic year of a non-GED program. The student must meet the annual ¢redit hour
requirement (or equivalent) and a 3.0 “LIFE GPA”" at the end of the first academic year. To qualify
for subsequent years, the student must meet all eligibility requirements as siated in Section A ahove.

C. A student who has graduated from a homeschool association not approved by the state of South
Carolina may be eligible 10 earn the LIFE Scholarship at the end of the first academic year based on
initial college cnrollment. The student must meet the annual eredit hour requirement (or equivalent)
and a 3.0 “LIFL GPA™ at the end of the first academic year. The student may also qualify in
subsequent years by meeting all eligibility requirements as stated in Section A above.

D. Students who initially enroll in college mid-year (spring term) may be cligible to reecive the
LII'E Scholarship the next academic year, if the student earns a minimum of fifteen credit hours and
earns a cwnuative 3.0 “LIFE GPA™ at the end of the academic year. For subsequent years, the
student must-meet the annual credit hour requirement tor renewal (refer to Section 62-1200.30 (C) for
the required number of credit hours for mid-year students). The student may be eligible to reccive the
maximum number of terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment.

E chudo:nt‘; who were not initialiv eligible for a L[FE Scholarshiu { as btated in this section} uDon

LIFE Scholarship;

2. Earn at least a 3.0 “LIFE GGPA™ an he annual credit hour requiremen he end of
cach academic yvear based on initial college enrollment to receive a LIFE Scholarship: and
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3. Bearecipient of TIFE Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds
disbursement.

62-1200.30  Transfer Students: LIFE Schelarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Students must meet all eligibility requirements for a LIFE Scholarship and for a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10,

B. Transfer smdents who receive the [.IFE Scholarship and transfer mid-year to another institution
may be eligible to receive the Scholarship for the spring term if they met the eligibility requirements

at the end of the previous academic vear (See “Transfer Student”™ Section B for eligibility
requirements):

1. Freshmen who transfer mid-year to the same type of institution (two-year to two-vear or four

year to four-vear) must have met the Schoelarship requirements of the respective institution at the
time of initial college enrollment; or

2. Freshmen who transter mid-year from a two-vear to a four-year institution must meet the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a four-year institution; or

3. Freshmen who transfer mid-year from a four-year to a two-year iastitution must meet the
eligibility requirements of a first-time entering freshmen enrolling at a two-year institution,

C. For determining initial cligibility [or transfer students for the first-time at an eligible public or
independent institution in SC, students must meet the following requirements at the end of the
previous academic year:

1. Farm a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA; and
2. Meet one of the following:

(g} earn g minimum of thirly credit hours {(or equivalent) at all institutions if
entering the second year of coliege based on initial college enrollment; or

(b) earn a minimum of sixty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutions if entering the third
vear of college based on initial college enroliment; or

() carn a minimum of minety credit hours (or equivalent) at all instituwtions if entering the
fourth year of college based on initial college enrollment; or

{d) earn a minimum of one hundred twenty credit hours (or equivalent) at all institutiens if
entering the fitth year ot college in an approved five-year bachelor’s degree program based on initial
college enrollment; or

{¢) cam the required number of eredit hours as stated in Scetion 62-900.15 (C) for students
who initially enroll mid-year based on initial college enrollment.

D. For eligibilily in subsequent years, (ransler students must carn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and mect the
annual credit hour requirement (or its equivalent) at all eligible institutions by the end of the academic
vear based on initial college enrolliment.

E. The institution where the student is translerming will determine the classification of the entering

transterring student based on initial college enreilment and will use this classification to determine
the remaining terms of eligibility in compliance with the “Ferms of Eligibility” Section.
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F. Students transferring to an eligible public or independent four-vear South Carolina institution
may bhe cligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement if they mect_the requirements under
Section 62-1200.10 and:

1. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state instilulion or
from an in-state four-vear institution to an cligible public or independent four-year institution at the
end of the academic year. The student must earn a minimum 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average
of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic vear of enrollment (based on initial date of collepe
enrolliment} to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement beginning the fall term of the second, third
and/or fourth year of cnrollment. Transfer students enralled full-time in an ¢ligible, approved five-
vear degree programh may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Fnhancement in their fitth vear of
college enrolliment (based on initial date of college enrollment atter high school graduation)

2. The student i1s a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferring from an out-of-state institution or
from an in- state four -year institution to an ells.lble nubllc or independent four-vear institution mid-

Enhancement for
the spring term ol the %:L(md third or feurth year of enrollment, i€ the student camed a 3.0 LIFE GPA

and minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of enrellment (based on
initial date of college enrollment). Transfer students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-

year degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their fifth vear of
college enrollment (basced on inibal date of college enrollment after figh school graduation).

3. The student is a LIFE Scholarship recipient and transferning from a two-vear institution to an
gligible public or independent four-vear institution at the end of the academic vear. The student must
earn a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours by the end of each academic year of
enrcllment {hased on initial date of college enrollment) to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
beginning the fall term of the second. third and/or fourth vear of enrollment. 'l'ransfer students
enrolled tul)-time in an eligible, approved five-vear degree program may be eligible to receive a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancerment in their {ifth vear of college enrollment (bascd on initial date of collepe
enrollment after high school graduation).

eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the spring tcrm of the HCCOﬂd third or fourth

vear of enrollment, if the student earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA and a minimum average of 30 credit hours
by the end of each academic vear of enrollment {based on initial date of college enroilment). Transter
students enrolled full-time in an eligible, approved five-vear degree program tmay be eligible to
receive a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in their Nilth yvear of coltepe enrollment (based on_initial
date of college enrollment after high school graduation).

62-1200.35 Students with Disabilities: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement

A, Students who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) and Section 304 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all eligibility requirements as defined in “Student Eligibility,
Continued Eligibility, Regaining or Eaming Eligibility, or Transfer Students™ Sections except for the
full-time enrellment requirement, if approved by the Disability Services Provider at the home
institution. Students must comply with all institutional pelicies and procedures in accordance with
ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, It is the responsibility of the transter student
to provide written documentation concerning services from the previous institutional Disability
Services Provider.




B. The institutional Disability Services I'rovider must provide written documentation to the Qtfice
of Financial Aid prior to each academic year veritying that the student is approved to be enrolled in
less than full-time status or eamn less than the required annual credit hours. The institution is
responsible for retaining appropriate docurmnentation according to the “Program Administration and
Audits” Section.

C. For renewal, students who qualily under ADA and Scction 504 of the Rchabilitation Act of
1973 must mect all requirements as stated in the “Continved Eligibility” Section, except that if a
student does not meet the annual credit hour requirement, the student must have been approved by the
institutional Disability Services Provider in the prior academic vear to be enrolled in less than “lull-
tirne™ status or less than the required thirly credit hours. Fach academic vear, students must complete
the required number of credit hours approved by the institutional Disability Services Provider for
L1IE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement renewal and earn a 3.0 “LIFE GPA.™ Students
must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance with ADA and Scevion 504
of the Rehabilitation Act o 1973,

D, Students who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may
receive the maximmm number of terms of eligibility as stated in the “Terms of Eligibility” Scetion.

E. In order to be eligible for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement, students
who no longer quality under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must comply
with all requirements set forth under the “Student Eligibility, Continucd Eligibility, Regaining or
Euarning Eligibility, or Transfer Students™ Scetions.

62-1200.40 Corellment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and

National and International Student Exchange Programs: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Fnhsancement

A. Students enrolled in internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or National
or Intermational Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the
home institution aceepls as full-time transfer credit are cligible to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in such programs.
Students wili be required to meet the continued eligibility requirements.

B. Eligible students may use the appropriated portion of TLIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs or National or
International Student Cxchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institution accepts as tull-time transfer credit. LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancemeni
funds must be paid directly Lo the student’s account at the home institution and cannot exceed the
cost-of-aitendance at the home institution or the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever
1s less. The Commission on Higher LCducation will not transfer LIFE Scholarship or LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds directly to the institution where the student will participale in
mternships, cooperative work programs, travel siudy programs or National or International Student

Exchange Programs. The institution is responsible for LIFL Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement funds according to the “Policies and Procedures tor Awarding™ Section.

C. Studenls who enrell in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an
internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or National or International Student
Lixchange Program that are approved by the home institution and that do not award full-time transfer
credit during the same academic year, must complete fifteen credit hours and cam a 3.0 “LIFE GIPA™




by the end of the academic vear to be e¢ligible for LIFE Schoelarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement renewal (or the next academic year. Students who did not use the entire eligibility for
LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shail be allowed to
receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding sununer
or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on their initial college enrollment date
{provided the student mects continued cligibility requirements).

D. For students enrolled in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program or
Wational or International Student Exchange Program during the entire academic year that is approved
by the heme institution bul dees nol award full-time transfer credit for the entire academic year, LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic year will be based on
the prior year's eligibility. Students who did not use the entire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during this period shal! be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeceding summer or at the end of the
maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enroilment (provided the student meets the
continued eligibility requirements),

E. Students enrolled in an intemship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program or
national or international student exchange program during the academic year that is approved by the
home institution and did not use the eatire eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhuncemnent funds during this period shall be allowed to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement fuonds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms
of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the student meets the continued eligibility
requirements). In order to receive LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement tunds for
summer school at the home institution, students must enrell in twelve credit hours during the summer.
In order to maintain cligibility for the next academic year for students who only attend summer
school at the home institution, the student must earn twelve credit hours during the academic year.
For students who enroll in summer school and one other term of the academic year at the home
institution, the student must eam a total of twenty-seven credit hours (or its equivalent) for the
academic year. The student must mect all cligibility requirements as specified in the “Student
Lligibility” and “Ceontinued Eligibility” Sections, except for the completion of the annual credit hour
requirement for the academic year.

F. The home institution will be responsible for oblaining official certification of the student's grade
point average, credit hours earned, and satisfactory academic progress for the purposes of determining

eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
year.

62-1200.45 Military Mobilization: LIFE Scholarship and I.IFE Schelarship Enhancement

A. Service members who are enrolled in college and are attected by military mobilizations will not
be penalized for the termn they are required to withdraw after the full refund period based on the
institutional policies and procedures. [nstitutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of
required tuition, fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount
against future charges tor students who are torced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization.
Additionally, the term(s) that the service member is mobilized will not count against the maximum
terms of eligibilify. The service member shall be allowed to receive the unused terms for the LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement while mobilized during the succeeding summer or at
the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment {provided the service
member meets continued cligibility requiremnents). The service member must re-enroll in an cligible
institution within twelve months upon their demobilization and provide official documentation to



verity military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment to rececive
[LIFE Scholarship and IIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Reinstatement of the LIFE Scholarship and
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement will be based upon the service member’s eligibility at the time
he/she was mobilized. If the student re-enrolls after the twelve month period, the service member
must submit an Appeal Application o the Commission on Higher Education by the established
deadline in order to be considered for reinstatement.

B. Service members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for an entire academic year
may renew lhe LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the next academic year,
if they met the eligibility requirements at the end of the prior academic year. Service members who
did not use the LIFL Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds/terms of eligibility
during this period due to military mobilization shail be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and
[IFE Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum
terms of eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets continued
eligibility requirements).

C. Scrvice members who are cnrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must
complete fifteen credit hours and earn a 3.0 “LIIL GPA” by the end of the academic year to be
eligible tor LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal for the next academic
vear. Service members who did not use LIFE Scholarship and I.IFE Scholarship Fnhancement
funds/terms of cligibility during this period shall be allowed to receive the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Tinhancement during the succeeding summer or at the end of the maximum terms of
eligibility based on initial college enrollment (provided the service member meets the continued
eligibility requirements).

D. In order to receive the LIFE Schelarship and the LITE Scholarship Enhancement for summer
school for the unused term(s), the service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during the
succeeding summer term at the home institution. For service members who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of twenty-seven credit
hours {or its equivalent) for the academic vear. [n order to maintain eligibility for the next academic
vear for service members who only attend summer school, the member must earn twelve credit hours
during the academic vear. The service member must meet all eligibilily requircments as specificd in
the “Student Eligibility™ and “Continucd Eligibility” Scctions for the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement, except for the completion of the thirty credit hour requirement for the
academic year.

E. The home institution will be responsible for receiving verification of military mobilization
status, “LIFE GI"A," credit hours earned and terms of eligibility based on the service member’s initial

college enroltment and eligibility for LIFE Scholarship and [IFE Scholarship Enhancement renewal
tor the next academic vear.

F. Service members of the United States Armed Forces will not be penalized for any credit hours
earned while on military mobilization. ‘Lhe credit hours earned will not count against the terms of

lowards the minimum_fourtcen credit_hour course level requirement for the LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement.

62-1200.50 LIFE Scholarship Refunds and Repayments

A. In the event a student who has been awarded a LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement withdraws, is suspended trom the institution, or drops below full-time enroliment slatus
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during any term of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the LIFE Scholarship Program for
the amoumt of the LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question
pursuant to the refund policies of the institution. Collection is the responsibility of the institution.

B. In the event a student withdraws or drops below full-time status after the institution's refund
period and (herefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the LIFE Scholarship and
LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may be retained pursuant to the refund policies of the institution.

62-1200.55 Appeals Procedures: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Schelarship Enhancement

A. The Commission on Higher Education shall define the appeals procedures.

B. Students who did not meet the continued eligibility requirements for the LIFE Scholarship at
the end of the academic year due to an cxtenuating circumstance may request an appeal with the
Commission on Higher Education.

C. The Commission on Higher Education will allow a student 0 submit only one appeal cach
academic year based on an extenuating circumstance,

D. A completed appeal’s application must be filed with the Commission on Higher Education by
the established deadline of the academic year the scholarship is requested. The student must provide
a completed application for appeal, a letter requesting an appeal describing the extenuating
circumstance, official transoripts from ail prior institutions, and any other supporting documentation
to substantiate the basis for the appeal. Failure to submit an appeal by the required deadline(s) will
result in forteiture of the scholarship.

E. The LIFE Scholarship shall be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.
F. Appcal Guidelines apply only to the LIFE Scholarship, not the 1LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.
Students cannot appeal solely on the basis of a loss of a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. However,
students who appeal and are awarded the LIFE Scholarship under this section may be eligible to

receive the LIFE Schiolarship Enhancement.

G. The Appeals Committee’s decision is final.

62-1200.60 Institutional Policies and Procedwres for Awarding: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement

A, All eligible institutions are responsible for ensuring that each student has met the criteria based
on state law and regulation to determine eligibility for the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship

Enhancement as stipulated in Section 62-1200.10 and Section 62-1200.15.

B. Each institution is responsible for reviewing all students based on the “LIFE GPA™ calculation
below to determine eligibility tor the LIFE Scholarship. Institutions must use official transcripts [rom
all ¢ligible institutions for cach student and the steps in Scetion E below.

C. The institution must use grades eamed at all eligible institutions during any term (fall, spring,
and/or summer) tor caleulating a “LIFE GPA™ at the end of the academic year.

D. The student must certify by submitting a signed affidavit that he/she is responsible for
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submitting transeripts from all previous and current chigible institutions,  Students who complete
coursework at another institution at anytime during the academic year (fall, spring, summer) must
submit an eofficial transcript to the home institution at the end of the academic year to determine
¢ligibility for the LIFE Scholarship.

E. Steps for calculating a "LIFE GPA:”

1) Convert all grades carned at an cligible institution o a 4.0 scale based on cach institution’s
grading policy where the grades were earned = Grade Points

2) Multiply the grade points by atterapted credit hours — Quality Points (QP)
3} Divide the total quality points by the total number of attempted credit hours = LIFE GPA

4y “LIFE GPA”™ Formula:  {Grade Points X Attempted Credited Hours = QP) = LIFE GPA
Total Attempled Credit Hours

F. The “LIFE GPA” must include all grades earmned at eligible institutions, including courses that
do nol transfer based on the wstitution’s policy and college courses taken while in high school.

G. The “LIFE GPA™ must not include attempted credit hours earned for continuing education

courses, non-degree credit courses for an associate’s degree or higher and remedial/developmental
COLrses.

1. The student must meet the annual credit hour requirement at the end of the academic vear based
on initial college enrollment as defined in the “"Continued Eligibility,” “Regaining or Earming
Eligibility™ or “Transfer Students™ Sections.

I. LITE Scholarship awards are to be used only for payment toward the cost-of-attendance as
established by Title 1V Regulations. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall
identify award amounts up to the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours, not to exceed lour thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $5,000 including cost-
of-tuition plus book allowance} per academic year. Ehgible two-year public or technical institutions
shall identify award amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours plus a
three hundred dollar book allowance (maximum $35.000 including cost-of-fuition plus book
allowance) per academic year. For students enrolled at eligible two-year independent institutions, the
award amount shall not exceed the maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions

plus a three hundred dollar book allowance {not to exceed a maximum award amount of $5.000

including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic vear. Half shall be awarded during the

fall 1erm and half during the spring term {or its equivalent}, assuming continued cligibility. The LIFE
Schelarship in combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and institutional
funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as defined in litle 1V regulations for any academic
year.

J. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement is an annual award. Ilalf of the funds are to be disbursed in
the fall term and half to be disbursed in the spring term.  Students who change their major from an
ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program during the same academic year shall oot
reecive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement until the beginning of the next academic vear (i.e.. fall
term). Students who change their major from an eligible degree prooram to an ineligible degree

rogram during the sam mi rm ntin receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement
during the current academic year; however, the student cannot be awarded the [LIFE Scholarship
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Enhancement the next academic year of enrotiment 10 an ineligible degree program.

K. The institution shall specity exact LIFE Scholarship Enhancement amounts to be used only for

public and independent institutions in South Carolina. The annual LIFE Schelarship Enhancement
award amount shall not exceed $2.500.00 per academic vear for no more than three vears of
msiruction il enrolled in an eligible four-year degree program or for not more than [bur years of
instruction if cnrolled in an cligible approved five-yvear degrec program. Students enrolled in an
elizible 3 plus 2 pragram shall receive a LIFE Schelarship for no more than fout vears of instruction
and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for no more than three vears of instruction. Half of the LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds shall be awarded in the fall term apnd half during the spring 1erm {or
its equivalent), assuming continued eiicibility. The ILIFE Scholarship Enhancement in combination
with all other gift aid. including Federal. State. private and institutional funds, shall not exceed the
gost-of-attendance as detfined in Title IV Resulations for any academic year.

L. In determining the amount awarded for the T.IFE Scholarship Fnhancement, all other sources of
gift aid, including federal, State. private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship must
be applied to the unmet total cost of attendance in accord with Title [V Regulations before calculating
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement amount and receiving the funds. Adjustments 1o the [nancial aid
package will be made to the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title [V
Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

M. Studcents who have already been awarded a first bachelor’s degree or graduate degree arc not
eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate
degree as defined in the "Program Definitions” Section must majntain their undergraduate status in
arder 1o receive a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement each academic (erm, with
the exception of students majoring in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program,
Master’s of Science in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doctor of Pharmacy Program at
the University of South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina.

N. Eligible institutions shall provide an award notification to_cligible students that contains the
terms and conditions of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Fnhancement. [nstitutions
will notity students and the 5S¢ Commission on Higher Education of anv adjustments in LIFE

Scholarstup and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds that may result from an over award, change in
eligibility, chanve in the studeni’s residency or change in financial siatus or other matters,

(), The institution must retain annual paper or electronic documentation for each LIFE Scholarship
and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award to include at a minimum:

1. Award notification

2. Institutional disbursement to student

3. Student’s residency status

4. Refunds and repayments (if appropriate)

5. Enrollment and curriculum requirements

6. Veritication of a 3.0 “LIFE GPA™ and the required number of annual credit hours based on

initial college enrollment

7. Affidavit documenting that the student: a) has never been convicted of any felonics and/or a
second or subseguent alcohol/ drug-related misdemeanor offenses within the past academic year; b)
understands that non-degree credit hours will not be used in cailculating the “LIFE GPA™ or credit
hour requirements if they are enrolled in an associate’s degree or higher; and c) must certily that they
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have submitted transcripts from all previous and current institutions attended

]. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is
not in detault or does not owe a refund or repayment on any state or federal financial aid

9. High school transcript(s) verifying graduation or home school completion date, grade point
averages and class ranks (first-time entering freshmen) or GED or Adult Education High School
Diploma,

10, SAT or AU scores {first-time entering freshmen)

11. Verification of student’s disability from I[nstitutional Disability Service Provider and

verification of reduced course-load requirement (if appropriate)

12. Military mobilization orders {(if appropriatc)

13. Beginning with the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafier, all institutions must retain
documentation verifying that students met the minimum fourteen credit hour course level requirement
by the end of the first year of college eorellment (or the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

14. Vernification_from academic departiment of enrollment in a declared major in an
cligible degree program (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes onlv).

15. Documentation from Registrar or Admissions office that student’s finai high school GPA
has been calculated pursyant to a grading scale that is at least equal to the SC UGP (T'or students who
arc attempling to use a class rank from an out-of-state institution to guality tor the LIFE Scholarshi

P. 1t is the institution’s responsibility to ensure that only eligible students rcccive a LIFE
Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement award.

Q. Any student who has attempted to obtain or has obtained a LIFE Scholarship and a LIFE
Scholarship Unhancement award through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any
material fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or
crimminal penalties, including loss of the LIFE Scholarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement.

62-1200.65 Institutional Disbursements: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement

A. Eligible four-year public and independent institutions shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts,
which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours a year, nol to exceed four thousand
seven hundred dollars, plus a three hundred dollar book allowance {maximum $5,000 including cost-
of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic vear. Lligihle two-year public or technical institutions
shall award LIFE Scholarship amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-tuition for thirty credit hours
plus a three hundred dollar book allowance {(not to exceed a maximum award amount of §5.000
including cost-of-tuition plus book allowance) per academic year. For students enrolled at cligible
two-yvear independent institutions, the award amount for a LIFE Scholarship shall not exceed the
maximum cost-of-tuition at the two-year USC regional institutions plus a three hundred dollar beok
allowance {not o cxceed a maximum award amount of $5,.000 including cost-of-tuition plus book
allowance) per academic year. Half of the 1.IFE Scholarship shall be awarded during the fall 1erm and
hatf during the spring term (or its equivalent), assuming continued eligibility. LIFE Scholarship
funds cannot be disbursed during the swmmer or any iaterim sessions with the exception to
dishursements that meet the requisites under the “Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work
Programs, Travel Study Programs and National and intemational Student Exchange Programs” or
*Military Mobilization™ Sections. The LIFE Scholarship in combination with all other gift aid,
inctuding Federal, State, private and institutiona) funds, shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as
defined in Title IV regulations for any academic year.

B. Eligible tourvear public and independent institutions only shall award LIFT Scholarship
Enhancemenl amounts, which cannot exceed the cost-of-attendance for thirty eredit hours a year, not
to exceed $2.500 per academic vear. The LIFE Scholarship Enhancement cannot be disbursed during
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the summer or any interim sessions with the exception of disbursements that mect the requisites under

the “Enroilment in Intemships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs and National

and International Student [Exchange Programs™ or “Military Mobilization” Sections. The LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement in combination with all other gift aid, including Federal, State, private and

institutional funds, shall nol exceed the cost-ofatiendance as defined in Title IV Regulations for any
academic year.

C. The LIFE Schkolarship and the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement may not be applied to a sceond
bachclor’s degree or a graduate degree program ag defined in the “Program Definitions™ Section. In
the event of early graduation, the LIFE Schelarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awards are
discontinued. Students are eligible to receive the L]FE Scholarship for a maximum of eight
consecutive terms (or its eguivalent) and a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of six
consceutive terms (ot iis cquivalent) towards an underegraduate degree. as long as all other eligibility
requirements are met and the program is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. In such
cases where students are enroiled in a program of study that is structured so_as not to require a
bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the program and leads 10 a graduaic degree, which will he the
students’ first academic degree awarded, such students must maintain their undergraduate status to be
awarded the LIFE Scholarship and the LITE Scholarship Gnhancement, with the exception of students
majoring in the Master’s of Science in Physician Assistant Studies Program, the Master’s of Science
in Cytology and Biosciences Program and the Doclor of Pharmacy Program at the University of
South Carolina-Columbia and the Medical University of South Carolina. Students who have already
been awarded their first bachelor’s degree or graduvate degree are not eligible to be awarded a LIFE
Scholarship or a LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. Students enrolled in an approved five-vear degree
program may be eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship for a Gth yvear ol full-time, underyraduate
work and a I.IFE Scholarship Enhancement for a fourth year of full-time undergraduate coursework.

D. In determining the amount awarded for the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement. all other sources of
ift aid, including federal, State, private and institutional funds and the base LIFE Scholarship, must
be dDD]ILd to the unmct total cost-of-attendance in accord w1th Tltle v chulanons before

financial aid package will be made to the base LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarshlp Enhancement
in accordance with prescribed Title I'V Regulations in order to prevent an over award.

E. After the last day fo register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrollment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who is a tull-time, degree-seeking student.
The institution must submit a request for LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancemnent funds
and/or return of lunds by the established deadline cach term. Tn addition, a listing of all eligible
recipients by identification numbers with award amounts for the term must be sent to the Commission
on Higher Liducation. At this time any unused funds must be returned to the Commission on Higher
Education immediately,

F. The Commission will disburse LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement awatds to
the eligible institutions to be placed in each ¢ligible student’s account.

G. The student must be cnrolled a1 the tUme_of disbursement of LIFE Scholarship and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement funds as a full-time smdent at the home institution. and meet all
requirements as established in the “Student Eligibility” Section for a LIFE Schelarship and the a LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement. Students who are retroactively awarded musi have been enrolled in a
minimum ol twelve credit hours {(ull-Ume) as a declarcd major in an cligible procram under Section
62-1200.10 at the home institution at the time the LITE Schotarship and LIFE Schojarship
Eghancement would have been disbursed for that term.
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H. The LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship Enhancement are to be annual awards, Half of the
funds are to be disbursed in the fall term and half to be disbursed in the spring term. Students who
change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eiigible degree program during the same

academic year shall not receive the LIFE Scholarship Enhuncement until the beginning of the next
academic vear {i.e.. fall term). Students who change their major from an eligible degree program to an

ineligible degree program during the same academic vear may continue 1o receive the LIFE

Scholarship Enhancement during the current academic vear; however, the student cannot be awarded
the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement the next academic year of enrollment in an inelieible degree

program.

62-1200.70 Program Administration and Audits: LIFE Scholarship and LIFE Scholarship

Enhancement

A. 'The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions {e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulation) relative to this program with participating
institutions. The Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the allocation of funds,
promulgation of guidelines and regulation governing the LIFE Scholarship Program, any audits or
other oversight as may be deemed necessary to monitor the expenditures of scholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policics and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual,
all eligible institutions that participate in the program must abide by program policies, rules or
regulation. Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reporls
or any information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the
General Assembly to ensure proper administration of the program.

C. 'The Chief Executive Officer at each participating institution shall identify to the Commission
on Higher Education a LIFE Scholarship institutional represcentative who is responsible for the
operation of the program on the campus and will serve as the contact person, The institutional
represemtative will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the
program.

62-1200.75 Suspension or Termination of Tostitutional Participation: LIFE Scholarship _and LIFE
Scholarship Enhancement

A. The Commission may review institutional administralive practices Lo determing institutional
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that
an institution has failed to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the
Commission may suspend, terminate, or place certain conditions upon the institution's continued
participation in the Program and require reimbursement to the LIFE Scholarship Program for any
LIFE Scholarship or LIFE Scholarship Enhancement funds lest or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Conunission on Higher
Education shall notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.

C. If an audit indicates that a violation or violations may have occurred or are ocewrring at any
eligible public or independent institution, the Commission on Higher Education shall secure
immediate reimbursement from the institution in the event thal any funds were cxpended out of
compliance with the provisions of the Act, any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.

30




Agenda Ttem 7.03 A(3)

Document Number
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
Chapter 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Scetion 59-104-20

69-300 Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
Preamble:

The $.C. Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety R.62-300 of the
Palmetto Fellows Schelarship Program.  Revisions 1o the existing regulation for the Palmetto Fellows
Schelarship Program are being proposed to clarity the policies and procedures for administering the
Program. These changes were necessary to comply with Act 103 (2007) and Acts 178 and 235 (2008).
The proposed regulation amends the language regarding alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offenses
from the first to the sccond or subscquent. The proposed regulation will clarify the use of class rank by
students attending out-of-state preparatery schools 1o quality for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship.
Finally, the proposed regulation will provide the criteria for students to be eligible for the Palmetto
Fetlows Scholarship Enhancement.

The proposed regulation requires legislative review.

The Notice of Drafting for the proposed regulation was published in the Stafe Hegister on August 22,
2008.

Scction-by-Scction Discussion

62-300.B Pursnant to Act 11% and amended by Act 235 in 2008, the Commission on Higher
Education shall promulgate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Eanhancement. The General Assembly established the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in order to foster scholarship among the
State’s postsecondary students through awards based on scholarship and achievement.
The purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Schelarship Enhancement Program is to recognize
the most academically talented coltege students throughoul the stale of South Carolina in
the arcas of mathematics and science and encourage them to attend eligible colleges or
universities mn the State. In order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement, all students must qualify for a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as stipulated
herein.

62-305.D The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement is contingent upon the availability of
tunds appropriated by the General Assembly each academic vear.

62-310.B “Annual credit hour requirement” is defined for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a
minimum of thirty {30} credit hours taken and earned at the end of each academic vear
based on the date of initial college enrollment. Credit hours cannot include remedial,
continuing education, exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, IB, cic.), credit hours




62-310.C

62-310.E

62-310.F

62-310.G

62-310.H

62-310.1

62-310.J

camed before high school graduation (dual enrollment) and  ¢redit howss earned the
summer term immediately foliowing high school graduation.

“Approved five-year bachelor’s degree program™ is defined as a tfive-year bachelor’s
program that is defined and approved by the Commission on Higher Education to
receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for a maximum of ten terms and the
Scholarship Enhancement for a maximum of eight terms at the same eligible
independent or public institution in order to complete the requirements for a bachelor’s
degree. An approved five-year bachelor’s degree program does not include institutional
and cooperative “3 plus 2™ programs.

“CIP {Classification of Instructional Program) Code” is defined as the U.S. Department
of [ducation’s standard for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional dara
(majors, minors, options and courses).  For the purpose of receiving the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Fnhancement, CIP Codes have been approved by the Comumission
on Higher Educations for eligible degree programs in the fields of mathematics and
science,

“Continuing cducation coursework™ is defined as postsecondary courses designed for
personal development and that cannot be used as credit toward a degree.

“Cost-of-attendance” is defined by Title I'V regulations and may include tuition, fees,
books, room and hoard, and other expenses related to transportation, disability or
dependent care.

“Cumulative grade point average (GPA)” is defined as the cumulative institutional GPA
used for graduation purposces, which includes dividing the total number of quality points
camed in all courses by the total credit hours in all courses attempted at the student’s
home institution. 'I'he cumulative GPA must be at least a 3.0 at the home institution for
graduation purposes at the end of each academic year based on the date of initial college
enrollment.

“Date of initial college enroliment™ is defined as the first time a student matriculates into
a postsecondary degree-granting institution afller high school graduation or completion
of an approved home schoul program, excluding the summer term immediately prior to
the student’s enrollment in the first regular academic year. Students must remain
continuously enrolled as any break in enrollment (excluding suwnmer) will count toward
the student’s terms of eligibility.

For the purposes of the Scholarship IEnhancement, “declared major” is defined as an
cligible degree program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degrec-scecking
student. The student must meet all requirements as stipulated by the policies established
by the institution and the academic department the student is enroiled in a declared
major in an cligible degree program. Students cannot take courses related to a specilic
program without meeting institutional and departmental policics and be considered
enrolied in a declared major. Students must be cnrolled in a declared major in an
eligible degree program that is approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission.
Eligible degree programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s Web sitc.
Students who change their declared major from an ineligible degree program to an
eligible degree program within the same academic year shall not receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for that academic year. Additionally, students who
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62-310.K

62-310.L

62-310.0

62-310.P

62-310.R

62-310.T

62-310.W

62-310.AA

change their declared major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree
program within the same academic year will not lose cligibility until the next academic
year.

“Degrec-seeking student” is defined as a student enrolled full-time in a program of study
that leads to the first bachelor's degree, first approved five-ycar bachelor’s degrec or
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree at an eligible
independent or public institution. Students must maintain theitr undergraduate status in
order to receive the Palmetlo Fellows Scholarship and the Schoelarship Enhancement
each academic year, with the exception of students enrolled in the following programs:
1) Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South
Carolina; 2) Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences at the Medical University of
South Carolina; and, 3) Doctor of Pharmacy al the Medical University of South Carolina
and the University of South Carolina (S.C. College of ’harmacy).

“Eligible degree program™ is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by
the SC Commission on Iligher Dducation. These programs include science or
mathematics disciplines, computer science or informational technology, engineering,
health care and health care related disciplines (including nursing, pre-medicine and pre-
dentistry) as defined by the Commission on Higher Education. Enrollment in a minor
does not meet the requirements of an eligible degree program for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement. Students must be enrolled in a declared major in an eligible
degree program that is approved and assigned a CIP Code by the Commission. Eligible
degree programs are those listed as such on the Commission’s Web site.

“Fifth year™ is defined as the ninth or tenth consecutive term of undergraduate
coursework in an approved five-year bachelor’s program. The fifth vear is based on the
student’s date of initial college enrollment aller graduation from high school.

“First/freshiman year” is defined as the first or second consecutive term of undergraduate
coursewark following high school graduation.

“Fourth year” is defined as the seventh or cighth consceeutive term of undergraduate
coursework. The fourth vear is based on the student’s date of initial college enroliment
afier graduation from high school.

“Gift aid™ is defined as scholarships and grants that do not nor will not under any
circumstance require repayment, and exciudes any self-help aid such as student loans
and work-study.

“Ineligite degree program” is defined for the purposes of the Palmetio Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement as any degree program that is not on the Commission’s posted
list of eligible degree programs.

“Palmetto Fellow™ is defined as a student awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
during his‘her senior year of high school and continues to meet all eligibility
requirements to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. A Palmetto Fellow who is
not awarded any Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds due to the cost of attendance being
met by ather socurces of financial aid will still be classificd as a Palmetto Fellow.



62-310.DD

A2-310.FF

62-310.1H1

62-310.J)

62-310.KK

62-315.A(4)

62-315.A(6)

62-315.D

“Reapplication student” is defined as a student who applied for and was offered the
Palmetto Feliows Scholarship as a senior in high school, but declined the award to attend

an out-of-state, four-year institution the fall term immediately following high school
graduation.

“Second year" is defined as the third or fourth consecutive term of full-time,
undergraduate coursework. The second/sophomore year is based on the student’s date of
initial college enrollment after graduation (rom high school.

“Satisfactory academic progress in a declared major” is defined for the purposes of the
Scholarship Enhancement as the progress required by the institution and academic
department in which the student is cnrodled as a full-time, degree-seeking student,
Students must meet all requirements for sausfactory academic progress toward degree
completion in their declared major as established by the policies of both the institution
and the declared major in which the student is enrolled Lo meet the requirements of
satisfactory academic progress.

“Transient student”™ is defined as a student ewrolled in a non-matriculated status, which
means he/she is granted temporary admission 1o eam credit hours that will iransfer back
1o hissher horme institution loward a degree. A transient student is not eligible to receive
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Scholarship Lnhancement unless the student is
participating in a program that is both approved and accepted as full-time transfer credit
by the home institution.

“Third ycar” is defined as the fifth or sixth consecutive term of undergraduate
coursework, The third year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment
atter graduation from high school.

Be a U.S. citizen or a lawful permanent resident as defined by the U.8, Citizenship and
Immigration Services and the State Residency Regulation as promulgated by the
Commission on Higher Education;

Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinquent, convicted or pled guilty or
nolo contendere to any felonies—and any second or subsequent alcohol, or drug related
offenses under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States
by submitting a signed allidavil cach academic year to the home institution testifying to
the fact, cxcept that a high school or college student who has been adjudicated
delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nole contendere of a second or subsequent
alcohol or drug related misdemeanor offense is only ineligible the next academic year of
enrollment in an eligible independent or public institution after the date of the
adjudication, conviction or plea. [f the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during
the academic year after the student has already submitted a signed athidavit to the home
institution, the student will continue to be eligible for the remainder of that academic
vear. However, the student will be incligible the following academic year of enrollment,
If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and subsequently has his/her
record expunged, the conviction will not atfect the student’s eligibility.

A student who graduates in December/January of the high school senior year
(considered an early graduvate) is eligible to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship,
provided that the student meets all eligibility requirements as described in the *Initial
Eligibility™ Section and provided that the student is entering an eligible independent or
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62-315.E

62-318

62-320.D(1)

62-320.G

public institution no later than the fall term immediately following high school
graduation. Early praduates who plan to begin college enrollment the spring term may
apply to receive the LIFE Scholarship through the Commission on Iligher Education. If
the student is subsequently awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, then the student
will receive the Palmetto Fellows Schelarship the fall term immediately following high
school graduation for up to a maximum of scven terms.

Students cannot earn eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after high school
graduation. All students must apply and be awarded during the high school senior year.

Eligibility for Palmerto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
A. To be eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement each academic
year, a sludent must be:
. A Palmetto Fellow at the time the Schelarship Enhancement is disbursed;
2. Enrolled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an eligible degree
program,;
3. Making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of his/her declared
major; and
4. Enrolled in the second year, third year, fourth year, or fifth vear (if enrelledina C
Conunission approved five-year bachelor’s degree) at an eligible independent or
public institution.

B. Students must successfully complete at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in
mathematics or life and physical science or a combination ot both at the end of the first
year for the 2007 freshman class and thereafter. For the purpose of meeting the fourteen
eredit hour requirement at the end of the student's first year, exempted credit hours (AP,
CLEP, IB, etc), credit hours earned while 1n high school (dual enrollment), and credit
houts earned during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s date of initial
college enrollment made be used. However, remedial coursework and continuing
education courscwork cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement.
Palmetto Fellows who were already enrolled in at least their second year in the 2007-
2008 academic year only are not required to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement at
the end of their freshman vear.

C. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Ialmette Fellows Schoelarship
Enhancement through means of a willfully false statement or failure to reveal any
material fact, condition or circumstances attecting eligibility will be subject to
applicable civil or criminal penattics, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement.

Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the June test adininistration of
the senior vear; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the
senior year; and rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of the sophomore,
junior or senior year; or

Class rank must be based on the Uniform Grading Policy using diploma candidates only,
Class rank is determined at the end of the sophomore, junior and senior years {(not the
beginning of the next school year) before including any summer school coursework or
including any students who transter into vour high school after the school vear ended in
May/June. Students cannol be removed [rom Lthe class because they did not mect the
eligibility criteria to apply, declined to apply, are not residents of the State, do not meet
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62-320.1

62-320.)

62-325.D

62-330.A

62-330.C

62-330.H(2}

62-330.H(8)

citizenship requirements, plan to attend college out-of-state, etc. The class rank
information must include all students who attended your high schoel that school year.

In order to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship using rank as one of the
cligibility criteria, home school students must be a member of an approved home school
program {as defined in relevant State Statute) that provides an official class rank for
their members. The home school association nmust submit a rank report on the
association’s letterhead that includes the class rank and GPA based on the 2007 SC
Uniferm Grading Policy for all home school students in the applicant’s class. If a home
school student is unable to obtain rank verification, he/she may also be eligible to apply
using the alternative criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SA'l' {(or 32 on the ACT) and
carning g munimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP, withoul regard (o ¢lass rank.
These students must meet all other eligibility criteria.

For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high school rank of a South
Carolina resident attending an out-ol=state high school may be used provided it is
calculated pursuant to a state-approved, standardized grading scale at the respective out-
of-state high school. 1f the Commission on Higher Education determines that a state-
approved standardized grading scale substantially deviates from the S.C. Uniform
Girading Scale, the state-approved, standardized grading scale shall not be used to meet
the eligibility requirements for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. Students who attend
out-of-state preparatory high school must be eligible to apply by using the alternative
criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and earning a minimum
4.00 cumulative GPA on the Uniform Grading Policy. The student’s guidance counsclor
must convert the student’s grades to the UGP to determine if the student meets the GI'A
requirement. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria, including South
Carolina residency requirements.

Deleted and moved to Section 62-340.B

The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed:

1. 86,700 the freshman year and 57,500 for the second vear, third year, fourth year
and fifth year for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship;

2. $2.,500 for the sceond year, third year, fourth year and fifth year for the Palmetto
Iellows Scholarship Enhancement.

Students who change their major [rom an ineligible degree program o an cligible degrec
program during the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement until the next academic year. Additionally, students who
change their major from an eligible degree program te an ineligible degree program
during the same academic year will retain their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement cligibility for the remainder of the current academie year.

Adtidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted ot any felonies and
has not been convicted of any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related

misdemeanor offense within the past academic year as stated under “Initial Cligibility”
and “Duration and Kenewal of Awards™ Sections

Verification of cumulative GPA and annual credit hours (or rencwal purposcs




62-330.H(11)

62-330.H(12)

62-335.C

62-335.D

62-335.F(5)

62-335.G

Verification student met fourteen eredit hour requirement at the end of the first year
of college enrollment for the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafter (Palmetto Yellows
Scholarship Enhancement purposes only)

Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible
degree program (I*almetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes only)

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship may be renewed annually for no more than a total of
cighl terms toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so
as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more than
a total of ten terms toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree. The Palmelto
Fetlows Scholarship Enhancernent may not be awarded for no more than a total of six
terms toward the first bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured so as not
to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more eight terms
toward the tirst approved tive-year bachelor’s degree.

The institution is responsible for obtaining verification of each recipient's cumulative
grade point average and annual credit hours for the purposes of determining eligibility
tor award renewal. For the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the institulion
must also obtain cerlification from the academic department of enrellment in a declared
major in an eligible degree program.

Certity each academic vear that he/she has never been adjudicaled delinguent, convicted
or pled guilty or aclo contendere to any felonics and any second or subsequent
alcohod/drug-related misdemeanor offenses under the laws of this or any other state or
under the laws of the United States by submitting a signed atfidavit to the home
institution.  However, a high school or college student who has been adjudicated
delinguent, convicted, or pled guilty or nelo contendere of a second or subsequent
alcohol or drug-related misdemeanocr offense is only ineligible for the next academic
year of enrollment at an eligible independent or public institution after the date of the
adjudication, conviction or plea. !f the adjudication, conviction or plea occurs during the
academic year after the student has already submitied a signed affidavit Lo the institution,
the student will continue to be cligible for the remainder of the academic year. Ilowever,
the student wilt be ineligible for the Scholarship for the foltowing academic year of
enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and histher record is
subsequently expunged, the charge will not alfeet Scholarship cligibility.

In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, a student
must:

1. Be a Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancement is disbursed;

2. Be enroiled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an cligible degree program;
3. Bc making satisfactory academic progress toward completion of his/her declared major;
4. Be enrolled in the second year, third year, fourth year or fifth year (if enrolled in a
Commission approved five-year bachelor’s degree) at an eligible independent or public
mslilution; and

5. Successfully complete at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in mathematics or life
and physical science or a combination of both at the end of the first vear for the 2007
freshman class and thereafter. For the purpose of meeting the fourteen credit hour
requirement at the end of the student's first year, exempted credit hours {AP, CLEP, IB,
etc), credit hours earned while in high schoal {dual enrollment), and credit hours earmed
during the summer session immediately prior to the student’s date of initial college
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enrollment may be used. llowever, remedial coursework and continuing education
coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement. Palmetto Fellows

who were already enrolled in at least their second year in the 2007-2008 academic year

only are not required to meet the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of their

treshman year.

A student who applied for and was offered the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a senior in
high school, but declined the award to attend an out-of-state four-year institution the fall
term immediately following high school graduation, may reapply if they transtfer to an
eligible independent or public institution in South Carolina. The reapplication form is
avaitable on the Commission’s Web sile.

The eligible independent or public institution 1s responsible for reviewing all Palmetto
Fellows transferring to their institution to determine whether the students are eligible for
the Palmetto Fcllows Scholarship Enhancement.

The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official verification of the student's
cumulative grade point average and annual credit hours.  For purposes of the Palmetlo
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the home institution must aiso obtain verification from
the academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

The home institution will be responsible for obtaining official verification of the student's
cumulative grade point average and annual credit hours. For purposes of the Malmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the home institution must also obtain verification trom
the academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

Students cannot appeal solely on the loss of the Palmette Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement.

The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed:

1. $6,700 peracadersie—year the freshman year and $7.500 for the second yeur, third year,
fourth vear and fifth year for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship;

2. $2.5300 for the second year, third vear, fourth year and fifth vear for the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
cannot be applicd to remedial coursework, continuing cducation coursework, a second
bachelor's degree or to graduate coursewaork, unless the graduate coursework is required as
part of a program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor's degree and
leads to a graduate degree as detined in the "Definitions" Section or the student is enrolled
in one of the following programs:

1. Master of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South
Carolina; '

2. Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences at the Medical University of South
Carolina;

3. Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina and the University of
South Carolina (5.C. College of Pharmacy).

In the event of early graduation, the award is discontinued.

Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree
program during the same academic year cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancemnent until the next academic year. Additionally, students who change
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their major from an eligible degree program to an ineligible degree program during the
same academic year will retain their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement eligibility
for the remainder of the current academic vear.

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment:

Interested members of the public and regulated community are invited o make oral or written comments
on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education on December 4, 2008, to be held in the Large Conference Room located at 1333 Main
Street, Suite 200, Columbia, 5C 29201, The meeting will commence at 10:00 a.m. at which time the
Commission will consider items on its agenda in the order presented. The order of presentation for public
hearings will be noted on the Commission’s agenda to bhe published by at least ten days prior to the
meeting. Persons desiring to make oral comments at the hearing are asked to limit their statements to five
minutes or less and, as a cowtesy, are asked to provide written copies of their presentation for record.

Interested persons are also provided an opportunity to submit written comments on the proposed
regulation by writing to Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Director of Student Services, South Carolina Commission
on Higher Education, 1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 29201. Comments must be received no
fater than 5:00 pm. on December 3, 2008, Comments received shall be considered by the staff in
formulating the final preposed regulation for the public hearing on December 4, 2008, as noticed above.
Comments received by the deadline shall be submitted to the Commission in summary ot public
comments tor consideration at the public hearing.

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement:
There will be no increased administrative costs to the state or its political subdivisions.
Statement of Need and Reasonableness:

DESCRIPTION OF REGULATION; 62-300 Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement

Purpose: R.62-300 is being amended and replaced in its entirety. The proposed amendments to the
regulation for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmette Fellows Schelarship Enhancement are
necessary to comply with Act 103 (approved in 2007) and Acts 178 and 235 (approved in 2008). These
Acts affect a student™s cligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Schaolarship
Enhancement.

Legal Authority: The legal authority for R.62-300 is Section 59-104-20, 5.C. Code of Laws.

Plan for Implementation: The proposed regulation will take effect upon approval by the General
Assembly and publication in the State Register. The proposed amendments will be implemented by
providing the regulated community with copies ot the approved regulation.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF TIIE PROPOSED REGULATION
BASED ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFIT'S:

The proposed regulation will allow compliance with recently approved legislation by clarifying the
policies and procedures for administering the program. Palmetto Fellows will be eligible for additional
tunding based upon declaring a major in an eligible degree program.




DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS:

The financial aid community will benefit by receiving detailed guidance in awarding students the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement. Studenis will benelit
by reeciving additional funds based on declaring a major in an cligible degree program.
UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES:

None.

EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH;

Not applicable.

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE
REGUILATION IS NOT IMPLLEMENTED:

Not applicable.

Statement of Rationale:

Pursuant to Act 115 (amended by Act 235 in 2008), the Commission on Higher Education shall
promulgate regulation and establish procedures for administration of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

Enhancemoent.

. St
Indicates New Malftter
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62-300 Purpose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Pregram and Scholarship Enhancement

A. Tursuant to Act 458 and amended by Act 95 and Act 162 in 2005, the Commission on Higher
Education shall promulgate regulation and establish procedures to administer the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program. The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program to
foster scholarship amony the State’s postsecondary students and retain outstanding South Carolina high
school graduates in the State through awards bascd on scholarship and achievement. The purpose of the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is to recognize the most academically talented high school seniors
in South Carolina and to encourage them to attend eligible colleges or universities in the State. A

secondary purpose is 10 help retain lalented minority students who might otherwise pursue studies outside
the State.

B. Pursuant to Act 115 and amended by Act 235 in 2008, the Commission on Higher Education shall
promulgate regulation and cstablish procedures [or administration of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Lonhancement. The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Schoelarship FEnhancement in
order to foster scholarship among the State’s postsecondary students through awards based on scholarship
and achievement.  The pupose of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Program is to
recopgnize the most academically talented college students throughoul the state of South Caroling in the
areas of mathematics and science and encourage them to attend ¢ligible colleges or universities in the
State. In order to receive a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Lahancement, all students must qualify for g
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as stipulated herein,

62-305 FEunding Allocation of Program Funds

A. Funds made available for higher education grants and scholarships under Chapter 143 of Title 59 of
the 1976 Code, as amended under Act 458, South Carolina Children First: Resources for Scholarship and
Tuition Act of 1996, shall be included in the annual appropriation o the Commission on Higher
Gducation. Tifty percent of the appropriation shall be designated for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Program and the remaining fifty percent shali be for the Need-based Grants Program. However, in
instances where the egual division of the appropriated funds between the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and Need-based Grants Programs cxceeds the capacity to make awards in cither program, the
Commission on Higher Education has the authority to re-allocate the remaining funds between the two
programs. 'The Commission on Higher Lducation shall award to eligible students attending eligible
independent or public institutions as Palmetto Fellows Scholarships as tollows:

1. Of the funds allocated to public institutions, the percentage shall be cquivalent to the percentage of
the public institution’s share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate tull-time headcount
cnrollment in the preceding year.

2. Of the funds allocated to independent institutions, the percentage shall be equivalent to the
percentage of the independent institutions' share of the total South Carolina resident undergraduate full-
time headcount enrollment in the preceding vear and will be determined annually by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education and the Tuition Grants Commission.
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3. Under the South Carolina Education Lottery Act, a designated amounlt shall be allocated for Palmetto
Fellows Scholarships and shall he included in the annual appropriation to the Commission on Higher
Fducation.

C. After expending funds appropriated [or Palmetio Fellows Scholarships from all other sources, there is
automatically appropriated from the general fund of the State whatever amount is necessary to provide
[almetto Fellows Scholarships to all students meeting the requirements of Section 59-104-20.

D, The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement is contingent upon the availability of funds
appropriated by the General Assembly each academic vear.

62-310  Definitions

A. “Academic year” is defined as the twelve-month period of time during which a full-time student is
expected to eamn thirty credit hours. The period of time used to measure the academic year consists of the
fall, spring and jmmediately succeeding summer terins {or-s-equivalent).

B. “Annual credit hour requirement” is defined for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a minimum of

thirty (309 credit hours taken and earned at the end of each academic vear based on the dale of initial
college enrollment. Credit hours cannot include remedial, conlinuing cducation, exempted credit hours
(such as AP, CLEP, IB, cte,), ¢credit hours camed before high school graduation {duai enrollment} and

credit hours earned the summer term immediately tollowing high schoel graduation.

C. “Approved five-year bachelor’s degree program” is defined as a five-year hachelor's program that is
defined and approved by the Commission on Iligher Education to receive the Patmetto Fellows
Scholarship for a maximum of ten terms and the Scholarship [nhancement for a maximum of eight terms
at_the @ame eligibie indgpendent or public institution in order to complete lhe rt_guin.mmt«. for a

BD. “Bachelor’s degree program” is defined as an undergraduate program of study leading Lo the first
bachelor's degree as defined by the U.S. Department of Education.

E. “CIP (Classification of Instructional Proeram) Code” is defined as the U S, Department of Education’s
standard for federal surveys and state reporting for institutional data {majors. minors, oplions and
the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, CIT' Codes have

been approved by the Commission on Higher Educations for eligible degree programs in the fields of
mathematics and science,

F. “Continuin

development and that cannot be used as eredit tloward a degree.

G. “Cost-of-attendance” is defined by ‘Iitle [V regulations and may include tuition, fees, books, room and
board. and other expenses related to transpottation, disability or dependent care,

H. “Cumulative grade point average (GPA)” is defined as the cumulative institutional GPA used for
graduation purposes, which includes dividing the total number of quality points eamed in all courses by
the total credit hours in all courses attempted at the student’s home institution. The cumulative GIPA_must
be at least a 3.0 al the home institution for graduation purposes at the end of each academic vear based on
the date of initial college enrollment.
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[. “Date of initia]l college enrollinent” is defined as the first time a student matriculates into a
posisecondary degree-granting institution aficr high school graduation or completion of an approved
home schooi program, excluding the summer term immediately prior to the student’s enrollment in the

first regular academic vear. Students must remain continuously enrotled as any break in enrollment
{cxcluding summer) will count toward the student’s terms of eligibility,

J. _For the purposes of the Scholarship UEnhancement, “declared major” is defined as an elipible degree
program in which a student is enrolled as a full-time, degree-secking student. The student must meet ali
requirements_as stipulated by the policies established by the institution and the academic department the
student is enrolled in a declared major in an cligible degree program. Students cannot take courses relaled
to a specific program without meeting institutional and departmental policies and be considered enrolled
in 4 declared major. Students must be enrolled in a declared major in an eligible degree program that is
approved and assigned a CIP code by the Commission.  Eligible degree programs are those listed as such
on the Commission’s Web site.  Students who change their declared major from an incligible degrec
program to an eligible degree program within the same academic vear shall not receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enbancement for that academic vear, Additionally, students who change their
declared major from an cligible degree program 1o an ineligible degree program within the same
academic vear will not lose eligibility until the next academic vear.

€K. “Deyree-seeking student” is defined as a student enrolled tull-time in a program of swudy that leads to
the first bachelor's degree, first approved five-year bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is
structured so as not to require a bachelor's degree at an eligible independent or public institution.
Students must maintain their undergraduate status in order to receive the Palmetto T'ellows Schaolarship

and the Scholarship Enhancement each academic vear, with the exception of students enrolled in the
5 Master of Scicnce in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of
South Carelina; 2) Master of Science in Cytology and Biosciences at the Mcedical University of South
Carolina; and, 3) Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina and the University of
South Carolina (S.C. College of Pharmacy).

L. “Hligible degree program” is defined for the purposes of the Palmetio Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement as a degree program in mathematics or science as approved by the SC Commission en

Higher Education. These programs include science or mathematics d15c1phnes, computer sc1ence or
informational technoloy
pre-medicine and pre-dentisiry) as defined by the Commission on Higher Education. Enrollment i a
mingr does not meet the requirements of an eligible degree program for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement Sruclents must be earolled in a dccl red _ma jor in an eh lble degree rogram that is

on the Commmsmn s Web site.

GM. “Eligible high school” is defined as a public or private high school located within South Carolina, an
approved home school program as defined in relevant State Statute (Sections 59-63-40, 43, and 47) or a
preparatory high school located outside of the State while the student is a dependent of a legal resident of
South Carotina who has custody or pays child support and college expenses of the dependent high school
student in accordance with Section 59-112-10. A "preparatory high school” (out-of-state) is defined as a
public or privale school recognized by the state in which the school is located to offer cutricula through
the twelfth grade and prepares students for collcge entrance.

BN. “Felonies” are detined as crimes classified under State statute (Section 16-1-10) for which the
punishment in federal or state law and typically requires imprisonment tor more than one year,
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O. "Fifth year” is defined as the ninth ¢r tenth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework in an
approved five-year bachelor’s program.  The fifth year is based on the student’s date of initial college
enrollment after graduation from high school.

P. “First/(reshman year™ is defined as the first or second consecutive tenm of undergraduate coursework
following high school graduation.

EQ. “For graduation purposes” is detined as any grade or credit hour that the home institution requires in
accordance with their policies and procedures for graduation of the student, including electives and
additional coursework.

R. *Fourth vear” is deﬁned as the se& enth or eiﬁhth consecutive term of undcrzraduate courscwork The

ES. “Full-time student” shall mean a student who has matriculated into a program of study leading to the
first bachelor’s degree, first approved five-vear bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structured
80 as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree and who enrolls tull-time, usually
tifteen credlt hours for the fall and sp-&n-gt-eﬁﬂﬁ fi ftu,n Lr(,dlt hours [or 1h1. HUI’H]L lerm ertwelveeredit

: :. [n order
for the sludent to be ethble tor Scholarshlp dlsbursement the student must be enrolled full-time at the
home institution as stipulated by Title IV Regulations, except that credit hours may not include
remedial/develepmental coursework or continuing education coursewaork,

T. “Gill aid” is defined as scholarships and grants that do not nor will not under any circumstance require
repayment, and excludes any sclf-help aid such as student loans and work-study.

HU. “Home institution” is defined as the independent or public institution where the student is currently
crrodled ax a [ull-time, degree-seeking student and may be eligible for financial aid at the same institution.

1V, “Independent institutions™ are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and he
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship [nhancement Programs, as those four-year institutions eligible to
participate in the South Carolina Tuition Grants Program as defined in Chapter 113 of Title 39 of the
1976 Code, which stipulates that an "independent institution of higher learning means any independent
eleemosynary junior or senior college in South Carolina whose major campus and headquarters are
located within South Carolina and which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which was incorporated in its original charter in
1962, was granted a license to operale in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to
maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is aceredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of
professional degrees do not meet the definition of ‘public or independent institutions’ for purpose of this
charter”. Two-year independent institutions are not eligible to participate in the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Program.

W. “Ineligible degree program™ is defined for the purposes of the Palmetto [ellows Scholarship
Enhancement as any desree program that 15 not on the Commission’s posted list of eligible degree
programs.

KX. “Military mobilization™ is defined as a situation in which the U.S. Department of Defense orders
service membcers of—the—Haied—States—Ammed—Ferees to active duty away trom their normal duty

assignment during a time of war ar national emergency. Service members include: 1) active duty and
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reserve members in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Comps and Coast Guard, and; 2) members of the
Army and Air National Guard.

$Y. “Misdemeanor offenses™ are defined as crimes classified under State statute (Section 16-1-100), less
serious than felonies, and are typically punishable by fine or imprisonment for less than one year. A
complete listing is located under Title 16 of State statute. Examples of alcohol and/or drug-related
misdemeanor offenses in South Carolina include, but are not limited to, possession of alcohol while under
the age of 21, possession of marijuana/illegal drugs, open container, transfer of alcohol to persons under
21, providing false information as to age (fake identification), etc.

LZ. “Multi-handicapped student” shall be defined as a student who, in addition to being visually or
hearing impaired, has at least one additional disabling condition thal yualifies the student lo receive
specialized postsecondary education.

AA. “Palmetto Fellow™ is defined as a student awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship during his/her
senior_vear of high school and_continues to meet all cligibility requirements 1o receive the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship. A Palmetto Fellow who is not awarded any Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds
due to the cost of altendance being met by other sources of financial aid will still be classified as a
Palmetto Fellow.

MBB. “Program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s™ shall be defined as a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s degree for acceptance into the
program and leads to a graduate degree, which will be the student’s first academic degree awarded, as
defined by the U.S. Department of Education. Students arc cligible to—reeeive—theSehelarship for a
maximum of eight terms for-its-equivatent} as long as all other eligibility criteria are met and the program
is approved by the Commission on Higher Education. Smdents must maintain their undergraduate status
each academic term, with the cxception of students enrolled in the following programs: 1} Master of
Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South Carolina; 2} Master of Science
in Cvtology and Biosciences; and, 3) Doctor of Pharmacy at the University of South Carolina and the
Medical University of South Carolina (8.C. College of Pharm Students who have been awarded a
bachelor's or graduate degree are not eligible for Sehelarship funding.

NCC. “Public institutions™ are defined, for the purposes of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the
Palmetio Fellows Scholarship Enhancement Programs, as those four-year bachelor’s degree-granting
institutions as defined in Chapter 103 of Tille 59 of the 1976 Code, which stipulates "public higher
education shall mean state-supported education in the postsccondary field.” Public two-year institutions
and technical colleges are not eligible for participation in this Program.

DD. “Reapplication student™ is defined as a student whe applied tor and was offered the Palmetto 1‘ellows
Schoiarship as a senior in high school, bul declined the award to attend an out-of-state, four-vear
institution the fall term immediately following high schoel graduation,

OFEE. “Remedialidevelopmental coursework™ shall be detined as sub-collegiate level preparatory courses
in English, mathemarics, reading or any other course deemed remedial by the institution where the course
is taken.

FF. “Second vyear' is defined as the third or fourth consecutive term of full-time, undergraduate
coursework. The second vear is based on the studeni®s dale of initial college enrollment after graduation
from high school.
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BGG. “South Carolina resident” is defined as an individual who satisfies the requirements of residency in
accordance with the state of South Carolina’s Statute for Tuition and Fees, Scction 59-112-10, and all
related puidelines and regulations promulgated by the Commission on Iigher Education as determined by
the institutional residency officer each academic year.

HH. *Satisfactory academic progress in a declared major” is defined for the purposes of the Scholarship
Enhancement as the progress required by the institution and academic department in which the student is
enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student. Students must meet all requirements for satisfactory
academic progress toward degree completion in their declared major as established by the policies of both
the institution and the declared major in which the student is cnrolled to meet the requirements of
salisfactory academic progress,

QIL. “Transter student™ is defined, for the purposes of the Program, as a student who has changed full-

lime enrollment (rom a—feuryser onc_ cligible independent or public institution to another eligible
independent or public institution.

31, “Transient student” is defined as a student enrolled in a non-matriculated status, which means he/she is
vranled lemporary admission to eam eredit hours that will transfer back to his/her home institution toward
a_degree. A transient student is_not ¢ligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the

Schelarship Enhancement uniess the student is participating in a program that is both approved and
accepted as full-time transfer credit by the home instituiion.

KK. “Third vear” is defined as the fifth or sixth consecutive term of undergraduate coursework, The third
year is based on the student’s date of initial college enrollment after graduation from high school.

62-315  StudentEluibility Initial Eligibility for Palmctto Fellows Scholarship

A. In order to qualify for consideration tor a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, a student must:
1. Mecct the cligihility criteria stipulated under the “Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application” Section;
2. Be enrolled as a senior in an eligible high school;

3. Be classified as a South Carolina resident at the time of college enrollment;

4. Be a U.S. citizen or a legal Jawful permanent resident that meets—the-definition—of an-cligible nou-
citizeirunder-State Resideney-Statute as defined by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Scrvices and the
Siate Residency Repulation as promulgaled by the Commission on Higher Education;

3. Be seriously considering attending, have applied, or have been accepted for admission to an eligible
four-year bachelor’s degree-granting independent or public institution in South Carolina as a first-time,
full-time, degree-secking student; and :

6. Certify that he/she has never been adjudicated delinguent, convicted or pled guilty or aolo
contendere to any felonies-and any second or subsequent alcohol, or drug related offenses under the laws
of this or any other stale or under the laws of the United States by submitting a signed affidavit each
academic year to the home institution tessifying to the fact, except that a high school or college student
who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a second or
subsequent aleohol or drug related misdemeanor offense is only incligible the next academic year of
cnrollment in an ¢ligible independent or public institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or
plea. If the adjudication, conviction, or plea occurs during the academic vear after the student has already
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submitted a siened affidavit to the home institution, the student will continue to be eligible for the
remainder of that academic year., However, the student will be ineligible the following academic vear of
enrollment. If a student completes a pretrial intervention program and subsequently has his/her record
expungead, the conviction will not affect the student’s cligibility.

7. Submit the official Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application by the established deadline(s) and
comply with all the directions contained therein.

B. The high schoels shall ensure that alt students meeting the eligibility criteria are given the opportunity
to be included in the applicant pool.

C. A student who graduates immediately after the high school junier sophomore year is eligible to apply
for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, providing that the student meets all eligibility requirements as
described in the “Stadent-Initial Eligibility” Section and providing that the student is entering an eligible
independent or publi¢ institwtion no fater than the fall term immediately following high school graduation.

D. A swdent who graduates in December/January of the high school senior vear (considered an early
graduate) is eligible to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. provided that the student meets all
eligibility requirements as described 1o the “Tnitial Eligibility” Scetion and provided that the stodent is
entering an eligible independent or public_institution no fater than the fall term immediately following
high school graduation. Harly graduates who plan to begin college enrollment the spring term may apply
lo receive the LIFE Scholarship through the Commission on_ Higher Education. If the student is
suhsequently awarded the Palmctto Fellows Scholarship, then the student will reeeive the Palmello

Fellows Scholarship the fall term immediately following high school graduvation for up to a maximum of
seven terms.

E. Students cannot cam cligihility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholamship afier high school graduation. All
students must apply and be awarded during the high school senior vear.

BF. Students receiving the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship are not eligible for the LIFE Scholarship, SC
HOPE Schotarship or Lottery Tuilion Assistance within the same academic year.

EG. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship through means of a
willtully false statement or tailure to reveal any material fact, condition or circumstances affecting
cligibility will he subjeet Lo applicable civil or cnminal penalties, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship.

62-318 Eligibility tor Palmesto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

A. To be eligible for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement cach academic year, a student must
be:

1. A Palmetto Fellow at the time the Scholagship Enhancement is disbursed:
2. Enrolled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an eligible degree program:

3. Making salisfactory acadetnic progress toward completion of his/her declared major; and

4. Enrolled in the second vear, third year, fourth year, or fifth vear (if enrolied in a Commission
approved five-vear bachelor’s degree) at an eligible independent o1 public institution.
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I Students must successfully comulete at least fourteen cnedit hours of instruction in mathelnatiu or lile

lht.n.d[h.r For thc,_pm:pmt. of mecting the fourteen credit hour regulrement at the end of the student's first first
year, exempted credit hours (AP, CLEP, IB. etc). credit hours earned while in high school {dual

nrgllment }, and credit hours eamed during the summer se%qion immediately prior to the ‘-atu_gl__(,nt'\ [idtL of

coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credlt hour regutrement. Palmetto Fellows whoe were
already enroiled in at least their second vear in the 2007-2008 academic vear only are not required 1o meel

the fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of their freshman year.

C. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains the Talmetto Tellows Scholarship Enhancement
through means of a willfully false statement of failure to reveal anv imaterial fact, condiiion or

circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or eriminal penatties, including loss
of the Palmelto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

62-320 Student Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Application

A. The Commission on Higher Education will send information regarding the application process to ali
south Carolina high schools, home school associations and district superintendents. High school officials
will identify students who meet the specified eligibility criteria by cach established deadline,
Applications must be submitted no later than the established deadline(s) along with the appropriate
signamres, official transcripts and test score verification to the Commission on Higher Education.
students who are enrolled at out-of-state high schools are personally responsible for contacting the

Comumission on Higher Education about the application process and must adhere to the same established
deadline(s).

B. 'lhe high schools and home school associations must submit a list 1o the Commission on Higher
Education indicating the names of all students whe meet the eligibility criteria at their high school, The
list should indicate whether the student is submitting a completed application or declining the opportunity
to apply. If the student declines the opportunity to apply, the high school will submit a torm for each of
these students, signed by both the student and the parent/guardian and indicating the reason(s) for not
submitting an application. Students who decline to apply for the Scholarship forfeit any future eligibility
under this Program.

C. Applications for early awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the date established in December each academic year. Students must
meet one of the following sct of academic criteria in order to be eligible 1o apply for the early awards
{students cannot use the early awards criteria to apply during the final awards):

1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT or 27 on the ACT through the November test administration of the
senior year; earn a minimum 3.30 cumulative GPA on_the 2007 SC Uniform Grading Policy (UGP) at the
end of the junior year; and rank in the top six percent of the class at the end of either the sophomore or the
junior year; or

2. Score al least 1400 on the SAT or 32 on the ACT through the November test administration of the
senior year and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the junior year, without
regard to class rank.

D. Applications for final awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher Education for the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship-by the date established in June each academic year. Students must meet
one of the following set of academic criterta in order to be eligible to apply for the (inal awards:
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1. Score at least 1200 on the SAT ot 27 on the ACT through the June test administration of the senior

ycear; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the LGP at the end of the senior year; and rank in the top
six percent of the class at the end of the sophomere, junior gr senior year; OR

2. Score at least 1400 on the SA'L or 32 on the ACT through the June test administration of the scnior

year and camn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the UGP at the end of the senior year, without regard
to class rank.

E. Students must have official verification that they earned the requisite score on the SAT T or an
cquivalent ACT score. The Commission on Higher Education shall convert all ACT scores to the
equivalent SAT scores. [n order to determine the mimimum composite score for the SAT, students must
use the highest Math score combined with the highest Critical Reading scorc Hermaly—aowaav—the
Merbal-seore). However, students cannot use the Writing subsection score to meet the minimum SAT
score requircment.  Studentsmayuse—the SAT verstonpriorto-Muareh-2005-and/or-the-new—versionto
meet-the SAT score—raquirement In order Lo delermine the minimum composite score for the ACT,

students must use the highest composite score based upon one test administration.

F. Grade point averages must be based on the 2007 Uniform Grading Seale Policy, reported with at least
two decimal places, and may not be rounded up.
G. Class rank must be based on the Uniform Urading Policy using diploma candidates only. Class rank
is determined at the end of the sophomore, jugior and senior vears (not the beginning of the next school
year! before 1nclud1ng any summer schy m] coursework or including any students who transter into vour
/June. Students cannot be removed from the class because
they did pnot meet the eligibility criteria to apply, declined to apply, are not residents of the State, do not
meet citizenship requircments, plan to attend college out-of-state, ete, The class rank information must
include all students who attended vour high schoal thal school vear.

GH. The nurnber of students included in the top six percent of the ¢lass will be the next whole number if
the top six pereent is not already a whole number. For exampie, a class size of 185 students would
include the top twelve students since 11.1 rounds up to twelve. For those high schools with tewer than
twenty students in the class, the top two students {students ranked as number one and two) shall be
considered tor the Scholarship regardless of whether they rank in the top six percent of the class. These
studenis must meet all other eligibility criteria,

HI. In order to apply for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship using rank as one of the eligibility criteria,
home school students must be a member of an approved home school program (as defined in retevant
State Statute) that provides an official class rank for their members. The home school association must
submit a rank report on the associalion’s letterhead that includes the clags rank and GPA based on the
2007 SC Uniform Grading Policy for all home school students in the applicant’s class. If a home school
student is unable to obtain rank verification, he/she may also be eligible te apply using the alternative
criteria of scoring at least 1400 on the SA'T (or 32 on the ACT} and earning a minimum 4.00 cumulative
GPA on the UGP, without regard to class rank. These students must meet all other eligibility criteria.

1]. For the purposes of meeting the rank criterion, the existing high school rank of a South Carolina

resident attending an out-of-stale high school may be used provided it is calculated pursuant to a state-
a roved standardized radin scale at the respective out-of-state hi th school, If thu Commission _on

the S.C. Uniform Grading bcaie. the srate—aoorovcd, standardized grading scale shall not be used to mect
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the eligibility requirements for the Palmetto bellows Scholarship. Students who attend out-of-state
preparatory high school mast may also be cligible to apply by using the alternalive eriteria of seoring at
least 1400 on the SAT (or 32 on the ACT) and earning a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the Uniform
Grading Seale-Policy. lu-orderto-meet-+tho-GRA—requirement—stutlentimustrequest—thatwr—offiaial
WMWME&MWW%MW—%&MW

rident: The student’s
Lu:dam,e t,ounqelor must convert the btudem s grades to the U(JP to determme if the student meets the
GPA requirement., These students must meet all other cligibility criteria, including South Carolina
residency requirements.

62-325 Palmells Fellows Scholarship Selection Process

A. The Commission on Higher Education will notity students of their selection as a I'almetto Fellow
along with the terms and conditions of the award.

B. In order to accept the Scholarship, studenis must return a form that desipnates an cligible independent

or public institution in which they plan to enroll by the date established by the Commission on Higher
Education.

C. Visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-handicapped studenis who yuabily for the Scholarship
may use the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship to attend a four-year out-of-stase institution that specializes in
educating students with their impairment upon receiving prior approval from the Commission on Higher
Fducation. The Commission on Higher Education shall make the final decision whether an out-of-state
institution specializes in the postsceondary education of visually impaired, hearing impaired or multi-
handicapped students,

ED. The Commission on Higher Education shall ensure that there is equitable minority participation in
the Program.

62-330  Policics and Procedures for Awarding the Palmeito Fellows Scholarships and the Palmetto
[ellows Scholarship Enhancement

A. The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed;

1. $A700 perseadermie—yensr the freshman year and $7.500 for the second year, third year, fourth year
and tifth yvear for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship;

2. 52,500 for the second vear, third vear, fourth vear and fitth vear tor the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.
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3. Earm a minimum of thirty credit hours for graduation purposes by the end of each academic year.
Exempted credit hours (such as AP, CLEP, etc.), credit hours earned before high school graduation, and
credit hours eamed the summer term immediately following high school graduation cannot be used to
meet the annual eredit hour requirement;

4. Cerlily cach academic year that he/she has not defaunlied and does not owe a refund or repayment on
any federal or state financial aid. If a student has an I[nstitutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or its
equivalent on file, the [SIR information will be used to verify default status or refund/repayment owed.
Students who have not completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid {FAFSA) must have an
affidavit on file to verify that he/she is not in defaull and does not owe a refund or repayment on any
federal or state financial aid, including the state grants/scholarships, "ell Grant, Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant, Federal Perkins or Statford Loan; and

5. Cenify cach academic year that he/she has never heen adjudicated delinguent, convicted or pled
zuilty or nolo contendere to any felonies and any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor
offenses under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States by submitting a
signed affidavit each-academie—year to the home institution. However, a high school or college student
who has been adjudicated delinquent, convicted, or pled guilty or nolo contendere of a sccond or
subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor offense is oaly ineligihle for the next academic year of
enrollment at an eligible independent or public institution after the date of the adjudication, conviction or
plea. I the adjudication, conviction or plea occurs during the academic year after the student has already
subrnitied a signed affidavit to the institution, the student will continue to be eligible for the remainder of
the academic year. Ilowever, the student will be ineligible for the Scholarship for the following falk:
springand-stmmertermy(ortheir equivalent) academic year of enrollment. 1f a student completes a
pretrial intervention program and his‘her record is subsequently expunged, the charge will not affect
Scholarship cligibility.

Q.

In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, a student must;

1. B¢ a Palmetio Fellow at the time the Scholarship Enhancemnent is disbursed;

2. Be enrolled full-time, degree-seeking in a declared major in an eligible degree program:

3. Bc making satisfaclory academic progress toward cormpletion of his/her declared major;

4. Be enrolled in the second vear, third vear, fourth vear or fifth vear (if enrolled in a Commission
approved five-vear bachelor’s degree) at an eligible independent or public institution; and

5. Successfully complete at least fourtcen credit hours of instruction in_mathematics or life and
physical science or a combination of both at the end of the first vear for the 2007 freshman c¢lass and
thereafter. For the purpose of meeting the fourteen credit hour reguirement at the end of the student's first
vear, exempted credit hours (AP, CLEP, IB. etg), credit hours earned while in high school {dual
enrollment), and credit hours camed duringe the summer scssion immediately prior to the student’s date of
initial college enrollment may be used. However, remedial coursework and continuing education
coursework cannot be used to meet the fourteen credit hour reguirement. Palmetto Fellows who were
already enrolled in at least their second year in the 2007-2008 academic year only are not required to meel
the fourteen credit hour requircment at the end of their freshman vear,

H. Any student who attempts to obtain or obtains a Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Palimetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement through means of a willfully false statement or failure o reveal any material
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fact, condition, or circumstances affecting eligibility will be subject to applicable civil or criminal
penaltics, including loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Tellows Scholarship
Enhancement.

62-340 Transfer of or Reapplication for the Palmetlo Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement

A. Palmetto Fellows cnrolled at an eligible four-year-independent or public institution may transfer the
Scholarship to another eligible independent or public institution in South Carolina upon obtaining prior
approval from the Commission on Iligher Fducation by submitting etther-a transfer form erreapplication
form_ which js available on the Commission’s Web sitc.

B. A student who applied for and was oflered the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship as a senior in high
school, but declined the award to attend an out-of-state four-year institution the fall term immediately
following high school graduation, may reapply if they transfer to an eligible independent or public
institution in South Carolina. The reapplication form is available an the Commission’s Web site,

BC. Transfer students and reapplication students are only eligible to receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship fer—ne—more—than-eight-terms—(or—Hs—equivalentoi—college atiendence and the I'almetto

Eellows Scholarship Enhancement for the remaining terms of eligibility {based on the date of initial
college enrollment).

€D. Transfer students and reapplication students must comply with ail standards for continued eligibility
as defined under the “Duration and Renewal of Awards” Section in order for (heir award to be eligible for
transter.

L. The eligible independent or public institution is responsible for reviewing all Palmetto TFellows
transferring to their institution o determine whether the students are cligible for the Palinetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.

62-345  Students with Disabilities

A. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 must meet all cligibility requirements as defined in the “Student Initial
Cligibility” Scclion, except for the full-time enrollment requirement, in order to be eligible to receive
Sehelarship-funding. Students must comply with all institutional policies and procedures in accordance
with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

B. For renewal, Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 must meet all renewal requirements as defined in the “Duration and Renewal of Awards™ Section,
except for a student not meeting the annual credit hour requirement who is approved by the Disability
Services Provider at the home institution 1o be enrolled in less than full-time status or icss than the
required annual credit hours for that academic year. Each academic year tor Seholarship-award renewal,
students must eamn the required number of hours approved by the institutional Disability Services
Provider at the home institution and carn a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home
institution for graduation purposes. Students must comply with all institutionai policies and procedures in
accordance with ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,

C. The institutional Disability Services Provider must provide written documentation to the Office of
Financial Aid prior to each academic year verifying that the siudent is approved to be enrolled in less than
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full-time status or less than the required annual credit hours. It is the responsibility of transfer students
and teapplication students to provide written documentation from the previous institutional Disabiliry
Services Provider.

Dr. Palmetto Fellows who qualify under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabalitation Act of 1973 are
cligibic to reeeive up 1o the maximum number of available terms and available funds.

62-350 Enrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or
Intemational Student Exchange Programs

A, Students enrelled in intemships, cooperative work programs, travel study programs, or Natienal or
International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home institution and that the home
institulion accepts as full-time transter credit are eligible to receive Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and
Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Enhancement funds during the period in which the student is enrolled in
such programs, Students will be required to mect the continued cligibility requirements.

B. FEligible students may use the appropriated portion of the Palmetto I'ellows Scholarship and the
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds for internships, cooperative work programs, travel
study programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs that are approved by the home
institution and that the home institution accepts as full-time transfer credit. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
and Palmelts Fellows Scholarship Enhancement funds must be paid directly to the student’s account at
the home institution. The amount awarded cannot exceed the cost-otf-attendance at the home institution or
the cost-of-attendance at the host institution, whichever is less. The Commission on Higher Education
will not transfer funds to the institutions where students will participate in intemships, cooperative work
programs, travel study programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs. The home

instinion is responsible for-Seholasship funds according to the “Program Administration and Audits”
Section.

C. Students whe enroll in one academic term at the home institution and also enroll in an internship,
cooperative work program, travel study program, or National or International Student Exchange Program
that are approved by the homc institution und that do not award full-time transter credit during the same
academic year must earn at least fifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade poinl average
at the home institution tor graduation purposes by the end of the academic year to be cligible for
Seholurdbip renewal for the next academic year. The student may continue to be eligible to—receive—the
Palmetto-Eellowa-Sehelarship for up to stetelofeight-terms{(or-its-equivalent-at el nstimtions attended
the maximum_terms of eligibility based on the date of initial ¢ollege enrollmeni (provided the siudent
meets the continued eligibility requirements).

D. For students cnrolling in an internship, cooperative work program, travel study program, or National
or International Srmudent Exchange Program that is approved by the home institution but does not award
full-time transter credit for the entire academic year, renewal for the next academic year will be based on
the prior year's eligibility. The student may continue to be eligible te—receive—theRalmettotelows
Scholamship for up to stewl-efvisht-term-(oritsequivalent)-at-all-institutions-attended the maximum

terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college cnrollment (provided the student meets the
continued eligibility requirements).

E. Students ensolling in an intcrnship, a cooperative work program, a travel study program, or National
or International Student Exchange Program that arc approved by the home institution during the academic
year and did not use their entire eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship FEnhancement [unds during this period shall be allowed to receive one term of Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Feilows Scholarship Enhancement funds during the succeeding
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summer_or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment
{provided the stuwdent mects the continued cligibility requirements). In order to receive the T*almetto
IFellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Tellows Scholarship Enhancement tunds for the succeeding
summer term, students must enroll in twelve credit hours at the home institution. In order to maintain
eligibility for the next academic year for students who only atlend summer school, the student must cam
at_least twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. For students who enroll in summer school
and one other term of the academic year, the student must ean a total ot at least 27 credit hours for-its
eguivalent) by the end of the academic year. The student must meet all continued eligibility requiremenis,
cxeepl for the completion of the hirty-gnnuoal credit hour requirement for the academic year.

F. 'I'he home institution will be responsible for obtaining otficial certification of the student's cumulative
grade point average and annual credit hours eamned for purposes of determining cligibility for Scholarship
and Enhancement renewal for the next academic year. For purposes of Enhancement eligibility, the home

institution must also obtain certification from the academic department of enroliment in a declared major
in an ¢ligible degree program.

62-351  Military Mohilization

A, Service members who are enrolled in college and are atfected by military mobilizations will not be
penalized for the term they are required to withdraw aller the (ull reflund period based on the institutional
policies and procedures. Institutions are strongly encouraged to provide a full refund of required tuition,
fees and other institutional charges or to provide a credit in a comparable amount against tuture charges
for students who are torced to withdraw as a result of military mobilization. Additionally, the term(s) that
the service member is mobilized will not counl against the maximurm terms of eligibility. The service
member shall be allowed to receive the unused term(s} while mobilized during the succeeding summer
term or at the end of the maximum terms of eligibility (provided the service member meets continued
eligibility requirements). The service member must re-enroll in an eligible independent or public
institution within twelve months upon their demebilization and provide official decumentation to verify
military deployment to the institutional Financial Aid Office upon re-enrollment. Reinstatement will be
based upon the service member’s eiigibility at the time he/she was mobilized. It the service member re-
enrcils after the twelve month peried, the service member must submit an Appeal Application to the
Commission on Higher Education by the established deadline in order to be considered (or reinslatement.

B. Service members who are enrelled in college and are mobilized for a minimum of one academic year
may renew be eligible the-Scholarshipfor the next academic vear, if they met the continued eligibility
requirements at the end of the prier last academic year of attendance. Scrvice members may continue to
be cligible M%MWWM for up to s-tetal-ofeichi-terms(orisequivalent)

aalinstiutions-attended the maximum terms of eligibility based on the date of initial college enrollment
(provided the service member meets the continued eligibility requirements),

C. Serviee members who are enrolled in college and are mobilized for one academic term must complete
at least fifteen credit hours and a minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the home institution for
graduation purposes by the end of the academic vear to be eligible for Secholarship renewal for the next
academic year. Service members may continue to be eligible to-receivetheRulmettoKelowsSehalaedhip
for up to a—teta-ofeishiterrs—{orHeequivaient—atalt-institieons—attended the maximum terms of
elizibility based on the date of imitial college enrollment {(provided the service member meets the
continued eligibility requirements),

3. In order to receive the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement
for summer school for any unused term(s), the service member must enroll in twelve credit hours during
the succeeding summer term at the home institution. For service members who coroll in summer school
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and one other term of the academic year, the service member must earn a total of at least twenty-seven
credit hours (esits-equivalent) by the end of the academic year. [n order to maintain eligibility for the
next academic year for service members who only attend summer school, the member must carn al least
twelve credit hours by the end of the academic year. The service member must meet all continued

eligibility requirements, except tor the completion of the #hirtvannual credit hour requirement for the
academic year.

[i. The home institution will be responsible for obtaining verification of military mobilization status,
cumulative grade point average and annual credit hours earned-for the purpose of determining eligibility
to renew the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship for the next academic year. For pwposes of the Palmetto
Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the home institution must also oblain certification from the academic
department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

62-355  Appeals Procedures
A. The Commission on IHigher Education shall define the procedures for scholarship appeals.
B. A sludeni who does nol meet the continued eligibility criteria for renewal of the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship forfeits continued participation in the Program and may rtequest an appeal based on
extenuating circumstances.
C. A student is allowed to submil only one appeal each academic year.
D. A student wishing to appeal any non-renewal decision based on extenuating circumstances must
submit the following source documents to the Commission on Higher Education by no later than the
eslablished deadline of the academic vear the scholarship is requested;

1. A completed application far appeal

2. A letter requesting an appeal and describing the extenuating circumstances

3. An official transcript(s)

4. Any other supporting documentation Lo substantiate the basis (or the appeal

E. A student who fails to subimit an appeal by the required deadline will result in forfeiture of the award.

F. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship shail be suspended during the appeal period, but will be awarded
retroactively if the appeal is granted.

G. Students cannot appeal solelv on the loss of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement,

GH. The Appeals Committee's decision is final.
62-360 Institutional Disbursement of Scholarship Funds

A. The institution will identify award amounts, which cannot exceed:

1. $6,700 peraeademic-year the freshman vear and $7.500 for the second vear, third yvear, fowrth
year and fifth year for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship:

2. $2.500 for the second year, third year, fourth year and fifth year for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement.
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B. Half ef-eachScholarship shall be awarded duning the fall term and half during the spring {ecits
equivalenth—assuming—continbed—eligibility term. Sehelarships Funds canoot be dishursed during the
SUMINECT or any interim sessions wik-the-exeeptor-of except for disbursements that-meettherequirements
waderthe made in accordance with the requirements of the "nrollment in Internships, Cooperative Work
Programs, Travel Study Programs, or National or International Student Exchange Programs” or "Military
Maobilization" Sections. Palmetto Fellows may not be funded for more than a total of cight terms forits
equivatent) of fuli-time study toward the first bachelor's degree or a program of study that is structured so
as not to require a bachelor's degree and leads to a graduate degree or for more than a total of ten terms of
study toward the first approved five-vear degree. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancements may not
be funded (or more than a total of six lerms toward the Grst bachelor’s degree or a program of study that
is structures so as not to require a bachelor's degree or for ne more than a total of eight terms toward the
tirst-approved bachelot’s degree.

B- C. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement cannot saay
aet be applied to remedialidevelopmentad coursework, continuing education coursework, a second
bachelor's degree or to graduate coursework, unless the graduate coursework is required as part of a
program of study that is structured so as not to require a bachelor's degree and leads to a graduate degrec
g8 defined in the "Brogrsm Definitions” Scetion or the student js enrolled in one of the following
programs:

1. Master ot Science in Physician Assistant Studies at the Medical University of South Carolina;

2. Master of Scienee in Cytology and Bioscicnees at the Medical University of Seuth Carolina;

3. Doctor of Pharmacy at the Medical University of South Carolina and the University of South
Carolina (8.C. College of Pharmacy).

In the cvent of carly graduation, the award is discontinued.

D. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program
during_ghe same academic vear cannot be awarded the Palmetlo Fellows Schaolarshi

Enhancement_until
the next academic year. Additionally, students who_change their major from an eligible degree program
to_an ineligible degree program during the same academic year will retain their Palmetio Fellows

Scholarship Enhancement eligibility for the remainder of the current academic year.

€ E. The institution shall provide cach Palmetto Fellow with an award notification for each academic
vear, which will contain the terms and conditions of the Scholarship and other financial aid awarded.
Students will be notified of adjustments in financial aid due to changes in eligibility and/or over-award
issues. 'The Commission on Higher Education, for documentation purposes, requires that each institution
obtain verification of acceptance of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement and terms for the awards.

B- . After the last day to register for each term of the academic year, the institution will verify
enrolliment of each recipient as a South Carolina resident who i3 a full-time degree-secking student.

G. The institution must submit a request for funds and/or return of funds by the established deadline each
term. Lhe Commission will disburse funds to ¢ligible independent and public institutions to be placed in
each eligible student’s account. In addition, a listing of eligible recipients by identification number with

28




thc award amounts must be sent to the Commission on Higher [ducation by the established deadline each
term. At this time, any unused tunds must be returned to the Commission immediately.

EH. The Comrmission will disburse awards to the cligible independent and public institutions to be placed
in each eligible student's account.

62-365 Refunds and Repayments

A. In the cvent a student who has been awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetio Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement withdraws, is suspended from the institution, or drops below full-time status
during any regular term of the academic year, institutions must reimburse the Palmeto—Felows
Sehelarship Program for the amount of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmette Fellows

Scholarship Enhancement for the term in question pursuant to refund policies of the institution. Collection
is the responsibility of the institution.

B. In the evenl a student withdraws or drops betow full-time status after the institution’s refund period

and therefore must pay tuition and fees for full-time enrollment, the award may be retained by the student
pursuant to the refund policies of the institution,

62-370  Program Administration and Audits

A. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education shall be responsible for the oversight of
functions {e.g., guidelines, policies, rules, regulations) relative Lo this Program with the cligible
independent and public institutions. The Commission on Higher Fducation shall be responsible for the
allocation of funds, promulgation of guidelines and regulation governing the PalmetteFHeHows
Sehetarskip—Program, any audits, or other oversight as may be deemed necessary to monitor the

expenditure of Seholarship funds.

B. According to the Audit Policies and Procedures for Scholarship and Grant Programs Manual, all
eligible independent and public institutions must abide by all Program policies, rules and regulations.
Institutions also agree to maintain and provide all pertinent information, records, reporls or any
information as may be required or requested by the Commission on Higher Education or the General
Assembly Lo ensure proper administration of the Program.

. The Chiet Executive Officer at each eligible independent and public institution shall identify to the
Commission on Higher Education an institutional representative who is responsible for the operation of
the Program on the campus and will serve as the contact person for the Program. The institutional
representative will act as the student’s fiscal agent to receive and deliver funds for use under the Program.

62-375  Suspension or Termination of Institutional Participation

A. The Commission on Iligher Education may review institutional administrative practices to determine
compliance with pertinent statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations. If such a review determines that an
institution has failed to comply with Program statutes, guidelines, rules or regulations, the Commission on
Higher Fducation may suspend, terminate, of place certain conditions upon the institution's continued

participation in the Program and require reimbursement to the BalmettoHeHowsSehelarship Program for
any funds lost or improperly awarded.

B. Upon receipt of evidence that an institution has failed to comply, the Commission on Higher Education
shali notify the institution in writing of the nature of such allegations and conduct an audit.
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(. If an audit indicates that a violation(s} may have occurred or arc occurming at any c¢ligible independent
or public institution, the Commission on Higher Hducation shall secure immediate reimbursement from

the institulion in the event that anv funds were expended out of comypliance with the provisions of the Act,
any relevant statutes, guidelines, rules, and regulations.
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B. Hall efeachScholarship shall be awarded during the fall termy and half during the spring {eris
equivalent),—assuming continved-eligibility term.  Palmetto Fellows Scholarships and Palmetto

Fellows Scholarship Enhancements are to be used only toward payment for cost-of-attendance as
established by Title IV Regulations with modifications set forth in €D below for the academic
vear for—whieh—the—Secholarship the award i1s made at the designated independent or public
institution. The maximum amount awarded shall not exceed the cost-of-attendance as established
by Title IV Regulations for any academic year.

(. Students who change their major from an ineligible degree program to an eligible degree program
during the same academic vear cannot be awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Hnhancement until
the next academic year. Additionally, students who change their major from an eligible degree program
to_an inelioible degree program during the same academic yvear will retain their Palmetio Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement eligibility for the remainder of the current academic year,

€D. Charges for room and board are to be limited as follows:
1. Room charges shali not exceed the average cost of on-campus residential housing; and

2. Board charges shall not exceed the cost of the least expensive campus meal plan that includes 21
meals per week.

DE. In determining the amount awarded for the Palmetto I'ellows Scholarship and the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement, all other sources of gift aid, including federal, State, private and institutional
funds, must he applicd to the unmet cost-of-allendunce in accord with Title IV regulations before
calculating the Scholarship and Enhancement amounts and swearding—theSehelarship making the award.
Adjustments to the financial aid package will be made to the Palmetto T'ellows Scholarship_and the

Palmello Fellows Scholarship Enhancement in accordance with prescribed Title [V regulations in order to
prevent an over-award.

EF. Although a student may be named a Palmetto Fellow, the student may not receive a monetary award,
if the award when combined with all other sources of gift aid would cause the student to receive tinancial
assistance in cxcess of the siudent's cost-of-attendance as defined by Title IV regulations and the
guidelines contained herain,

EG. Eligible independent and public institutions will notity students of their award along with the terms
and conditions.

GH. 'T'he institution must retain annual paper er electronic documentation for each award to include at a
minimum;:

1. Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR) or affidavit documenting that the student is not in
default or does not owe a refund on any state or federal financial aid

2. Affidavit documenting that the student has never been convicted of any felonies and has not been
convicied of any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor offense within the past
academic year as stated under “Student Tnitial Eligibility” and “Duration and Renewal of Awards”
Sections

3. Award notitication

4. Inslitutional disbursements to student

5. Verification student is not in default and does nol owe a refund or repayment §appropriate)

6. Student’s residency status and citizenship status
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7. Enrollment stalus and swrrewlurm-requirements degree-seeking status
8. Verification of cumulative GPA and annual credit hours tor renewal purposes

¥9. Verification from the institutional Disability Services Provider of student’s disability and approval
of reduced course-load requircment (if appropriate)
510. Military mobilization orders (if appropriate)

11. Verification student met fourteen credit hour requirement at the end of the first vear of college
enrollment for the 2007-08 freshman class and thereafier (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

purpases only)

12. Verification from academic department of enrollment in a declared major in an eligible degree
program (Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement purposes onlv)

HIL It is the institution's responsibility to ensure that only eligible students receive the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and the Palmetto Pellows Scholarship Enhancement,

62-335  Duration and Renewal ol Awaurds

A, The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement where applicable
shall be initially awarded for one academic year. The institution shall adjust the amount of the
Scholarship and Enhancement awards during the academic year in the event of a change in the student's
cligibility.

B. Students selected as Palmetto Fellows must enter an eligible independent or public institution the fall
term inmediately following high school graduation.

C. A Palmetto Fellows Scholarship may be renewed annually for no more than a total of eight tenns {er
its-equivalent}-of full-time-study toward the tirst bachelor’s degree or a program of study that is structurcd
80 as not to require a bachelor’s degree and leads to a graduate degree or for no more than a total of ten
ferms toward the first approved five-year bachelor’'s depree. The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Cnhancement may not be awarded for no more than a total of six terms toward the first bachelor’s degree

dy that is structured so as not to require a bachelor’s depree and leads to a praduate
degree or for no more than a total of eight terms ward the (st approved five-year bachelor’s degree,

Students who have already been awarded their first bachelor or graduate degree are not eligible to receive
the I"almetto Fellows Scholarship or the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement.

D. The institution is responsible [or oblaining institutional certification of each recipient's cumulative
grade point average and annual credit hours easmed-for the purposes of determining eligibility for award
renewal. Dor the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement, the institution must also obtain verification
from the academic depaptment of enroliment in a declared major in an eligible degree program.

E. By the end of the spring term cach academic year, the institution must notify all Palmetto Feilows who
have not met the continued eligibility requirements for the next academic year. The notification should
include information regarding the student’s ability to attend summer school in order to meet the continucd
eligibility requirements.

F.  In order to retain eligibility for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship after the initial year, the student
must meet the following continued eligibility requirements:

1. Enroll full-time, degree-seeking at the time of Scholarship dishursement;

2. Eam at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA at the home institution for gradualion purposes by the end of
each academic year;
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Agenda ltem 7.03 A(4)
Memorandum

TO: Dr. Layton R. McCurdy, Chairman, and Members
S.C. Commission on Higher Education

FROM: Ms. Cynthia Mosteller, Chairperson
Members of the Access & Equity and Student Serviees Committee

DATE: October 30, 2008

Approval of Regulations Regarding the Determination of Rates of Tuition and
Fees

At the request of the institutional officers, Commission staff has made revisions to the
Regulations Reparding the Determination of Rates of Tuition and Fees.

The Committec on Access & Equity and Student Services met on October 2, 2008, and
considered the proposed amendments to the regulation. The Committee unanimously
approved the proposed regulation for the Determination of Rates of Tuition and Fees.

The changes to the regulation include replacing the term “primary purposc” with the term
“sole purpose”. This change was requested by state Residency Officers in order to provide
guidance on how to asses a student’s rcason for entering the state. Also included in the
changes to the regulation are the specifications that an independent student cannot use a
domicile owned by somcone else as their own, and clarification as to when a person’s twelve
month physical presence requirement begins.

Recommendation

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services recommends that the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education approve the proposed amendments to the regulation for
the Determination of Rates of Tuition and Fees. If approved by the S.C. Commission on
Higher Education, the proposed regulation will be submitted to the SC General Assembly
during the 2009 legislative session for approval under the Administrative Procedures Act.
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Document No.
COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION
CHAPTER 62
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Scetion 59-149-10

62-600. DETERMINATION OF RATES OF TUITION AND FEES
Preamble:

The Commission on Higher Education proposes 10 amend and replace in its entirety R.62-600 of the
SC Residency Program. Revisions to the existing regulation for the SC Residency Regulation are
being considered 1o clarify the policies and procedures for administering the program. In the
proposed amendment, the delinition of @ dependent is clarified and the use of voter registration cards
to prove SC residency will be prohibited. In addition, institutional residency officers will be allowed
to develop an appeal process for students to challenge institutional residency decisions. There are also
additional clarifications being proposed, such as adding definitions and minor grammatical changes
{0 promote consistency among the State institutions and their residency classification processes.

The proposed regulation will require legislative review.

A Notice of Drafling for the proposed regulation was published in the South Carolina State Register
on Seplember 26, 2008,

Section-by-Section Discussion

Scetion 62-600: Provides the purpose of the South Carolina Residency Program.

Scetion 62-601: Sets forth Statutory Authority for the South Carolina Residency Program.
Section 62-602: Scts forth the delinition of terms used in the regulation.

Scction 62-603: Provides the cligibility requircments for citizens and permanent residents.
Section 62-604: Provides the cligibility requircments for non resident aliens, non citizens and

- non permancnt residents,

Section 62-605: Sets forth the requirements 1o demonsirale intent 10 become a South Carolina
resident for tuition and fee purposcs.,

Section 62-606: Provides the nceessary requirements for individuals looking to maintain
South Carolina Residency for tuition and fee purposes,

Scetion 62-607: Scts forth the requirements for individuals whose domicile in this state are
terminated (o maintain their South Carolina Residency for tuition and fee
purpescs.

Section 62-608: Addresses effect ol marriage on South Carolina Residency status for tuition

and fee purposes.
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Section 62-609: Sets forth the exceptions to the twelve month physical presence requirement
for establishing South Carolina Residency for tuition and fee purposes.

Section 62-610: Sets forth the procedures that individuals must follow when
applying for instate residency classification.

Section 62-611: Sets forth the procedures that institutions must follow when a student is
incorrectly classified for tuition and fee purposes.

Section 62-012: Establishes an institutional appeal process for residency classification.

Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity for Public Comment;

Interested members of the public and regulated community ar¢ invited 0 make oral or written
comments on the proposed regulation at a public hearing to be conducted by the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education on December 4, 2008, to be held in the Main Conference Room at
1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC. The mecting will commence at 10:00 a.m. at which time
the Commission will consider items on its agenda in the order presenied. The order of presentation
for public hearings will be noted in the Commissicn’s agenda to be published by the Commission ten
days in advance of the meeting.

Interested persons are also provided an opportunity to submit wrillen comments on the proposed
regulation by writing to Dr. Karen Woodfaulk, Dircetor of Student Services, South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education, 1333 Main Street, Suite 200, Columbia, SC 29201. Comments
must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 3, 2008. Comments reccived shall be
considered by the staff in formulating the final proposed regulation for the public hcaring on
December 4, 2008, as noticed above. Comments received by the deadline shall be submitted to the
Commission in summary of public comments for consideration at the public hearing,

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement:
There will be no increased administrative costs to the state or its political subdivisions.
Statement of Need and Reasonableness:

DESCRIPPION OF REGULATION:  62-600 DETERMINATION OF RATES OF TUITION AND
FEES

Purpose: R.62-600 of Chapter 62 is being amended and replaced in its entirety. Revisions to the
existing regulation for the SC Residency Regulation are being considered to clarify the policies and
procedures for administering the program. In the proposed amendment, the definition of a dependent
is clarified and the use of voter registration cards to prove SC residency will be prohibited. In
addition, institutional residency officers will be allowed to develop an appeal process for students to
challenge institutional residency decisions. 'There are also additional clarifications heing proposed.,
such as adding detinitions and minor grammatical changes to promote consistency among the Statc
institutions and their residency classification processes.

l.egal Authority: The legal authority for R.62-900.85-140 is 1976 Code Section 59-149-10.
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Plan for Implementation: The proposed regulation will take elfect upon approval by the South
Carolina General Assembly and publication in the State Register. The proposed regulation will be
implemented by providing the regulated community with copies of the regulation.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE PROPOSED REGULATION
BASED ON ALL FACTORS HEREIN AND EXPECTED BENEFITS: The proposed regulation is
needed 1o provide information o South Carolina residents concerning the requirements to receive in
state tuition and fee classification and to provide guidance to state institutions when classitying
students as in state students for tuition and fee purposes.

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS: Promulgation of this regulation will not result in
additional costs to the state or its political subdivisions. It is believed that the proposed regulation
will benefit our state by providing students with requirements for receiving in state classification and
institutions by providing guidance in determining student residency classification.

UNCERTAINTILCS OF CSTIMATES: None.
EFFECT ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH: Not applicable.

DLTRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEAL'TH IF THE
REGULATION IS NOT IMPLEMENTED: Not applicable.

Statement of Rationale:

The Commission on Iligher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety R.62-600 of the
SC Residency Program. Revisions to the existing regulation for the SC Residency Regulation are
being considered to clarify the policies and procedures for administering the program. In the
proposed amendment, the definition of a dependent is clarified and the use of voter registration cards
to prove SC residency will be prohibited. In addition, institutional residency officers will be allowed
1o develop an appeal process for students to challenge institutional residency decisions. There are also
additional clarifications being proposed, such as adding definitions and minor grammatical changes
(v promole consistency among the State institutions and their residency classification processes.

Indicates New Matter

Text:

Tabl¢ of Contents:

62-600. Rates of Tuition and Fees.

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

62-602. Definitions.

62-603. Citizens and Permanent Residents.

62-604. Non-Resident Aliens, Non-Citizens. and Non-Permanent Residents.
62-605. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.
62-606. Maintaining Residence.

62-607. Cffect of Change of Residency.

62-608. Effect of Marriage.

1333 Main Strect 4 Suite 200 ¢ Columbia, SC 29201 # Phone; (R03) 737-2260 ¢ Fax: (803) 737-2297 « Weh: ww(i-.che.sc.gnv




62-609. Exceptions.

62-610. Application for Change of Resident Status.
62-611. Incorrect Classification.
62-612. Inquiries and Appeals.

62-6(H). Rates of Tuition and Fees.

A.  Resident classitication is an essential part of tuition and fee determination, admission
regulations, scholarship eligibility, and other relevant policies of the state. It is important that
institutions have tair and equitable regulations that can be administcred consistently and are sensitive
to the interests of both students and the state. The Commission on Higher Education hereby
establishes regulations for the Statute Governing Residency for Tuition and Fee Purposcs to be
applied consistently by all South Carolina institutions ot higher education. These regulations do not
address residency matters relating to in county categorics used within the State’s technical colleges.

B. Institutions of higher education are required by the Statule 1o determine (he residence
classification of applicants. The initial determination of onc’s resident status is made at the time of
admission. The determination made at that time, and any determination madc therealler, prevails for
cach subsequent semester until information becomes available that would impact the existing
residency status and the determination is successfully challenged. The burden of proofl rests with the
students to show evidence as deemed necessary to establish and maintain their residency status,

62-601. Code of Laws Governing Residence.

Rules regarding the establishment ot legal residence for tuition and fee purposes for institutions of
higher education are gaverned by Title 59, Chapter 112 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as
amended.

62-602. Definitions.
A. *Academic Session” is defined as a term or semester of enrollment. (62-607.B)

B. “Continue to be Enrolled™ is defined as continuous enrollment without an interruption that
would require the student to pursue a formal process of readmission to that institution. Formal
petitions or applications for change of degree level shall be considered readmissions. (62-607.A)

C. “Dependent Person” is defined as one whase predominant source of income or support is
from payments from a parent, spouse, or guardian, who claims the dependent person on his‘her
tederal income tax return. In the case of those individuals who are supported by famify members who
do not earn enough reportable income for taxation purposes, a dependent person can be defined as
one who qualifies as a dependent or exemption on the federal income tax return of the parent, spouse,
or guardian. A dependent person is also one for whom payments are made, under court arder, for
child support and the cost of the dependent person’s college education. A dependent person’s
residency is based upon the residency of the person upon whom they are dependent. (62-602.4) (62-
602.N) (62-603.B) (62-605.C) (62-607.A)

D.  “Domicile” is defined as the true, fixed, principal residence and place of habitation. Tt shall
indicate the place where a person intends to remain, or to where one expects to return upon leaving
without establishing a new domicile in another state. For purposes of this section, ane may have only
one legal domicile. One is presumed to abandon automatically an old domicile upon cstablishing a
new one. Housing provided on an academic session basis for student at institutions shall be
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presumed not to be a place of principal residence, as residency in such housing is by its naturc
temporary. (62-602.E) (62-602.K) (62-602.M) (62-602.N) (62-603.A) (62.603.B) (62-605.B) (62-
605.C) (62-607.A) (62-607.B) (62-608.A) (62-608.C) (62-608.D) (62-609.A.3) (62-609.A.4)

E. “Family’s Domicile in this State is Terminated” is defined as an employer directed transfer of
the person upon whom the student is dependent and is not construed to mean a voluntary change in
domicile. Also included is a relocation of the person upon whom the student is dependent who is laid
olT through no fault of their own, e.g., plant closure, downsizing, etc., who accepts employment in
another state prior to relocating, (62-607.A)

F. “Full time employment™ is defined as employment that consists of at least thirty seven and one
hall hours a week on a single job in a full time status. However, a person who works less than thirty
seven and one half hours a week but receives or is entitled to receive full time employee benefits
shall be considered to be employed full time if such status is verified by the employer. A person who
meets the eligibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act must present acceptable
evidence that they satisfy their prescribed employment specitications in order (o qualify as having
full time employment. (62-605.C.1) (62-609.A.2) (62-609.A.3)

G.  “Guardian” is defined as one legally responsible for the carc and management of the person
or property of a minor child based upon the five tests for dependency prescribed by the Internal
Revenue Service; provided, however, that where circumstances indicate that such guardianship or
custodianship was created primarily for the purpose of conterring South Carolina domicile for tuition
and fee purposes on such child or dependent persan, it shall not be given such effect. (62-602.C) (62-
602.E) (62-602.1) (62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-605.C)

H.  “Immediately Prior” is defined as the period of time between the offer of admission and the
first day of class of the term for which the offer was made, not to exceed onc calendar year. (62-
607.A)

. “Independent Person” is defined as one in his/her majority (eightecn years of age or older) or
an emancipated minor, whose predominant source of income is his/her own earnings or income from
cmployment, investments, or payments from trusts, grants, scholarships, commercial loans, or
payments made in accordance with court order. An independent person must provide more than half
ol his or her support during the twelve months immediately prior to the date that classcs begin for the
scmesler for which resident status is requested. An independent person cannot claim thg domicile of
another individual as their own for the purposes of establishing intent to become a South Carolina
resident. An independent person must have established his/her own domicile for twelve months prior
o receiving instate tuition and fees. An independent person cannot be claimed as a dependent or
exemplion on the federal tax return of his or her parent, spouse, or guardian for the year in which
resident status is requested. (62-602.N) (62-603.A) (62-605.C) (62-607.B) (62-608.B)

J. "Minor” is defined as a person who has not attained the age of cightcen years.  An
“emancipated minor” shall mean a minor whose parents have entirely surrendered the right to the
care, custody and earnings of such minor and are no longer under any legal obligation to support or
maintain such minor. (62-602.G)

K. “"Non-resident Alien” is defined as a person who is not a citizen or permanent resident of the
United States. By virtue of their non-resident status “non-resident aliens” gencraily do not have the
capacity to establish domicile in South Carolina. (62-602.M) (62-604.A)
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L. “Parent” is defined as the father, mother, stepfather, stepmother, foster parent or parent of a
legally adopted child. (62-602.C) (62-602.C) (62-602.1) (62-602.J) (62-602.M) (62-603.B) (62-
603.C) (62-605.C)

M. “Reside” is defined as continuous and permanent physical presence within the State, provided
that absences for short periods of time shall not affect the establishment of residence. Excluded are
absences associated with requirements to complete a degree, absences for military training service,
and like absences, provided South Carolina domicile is maintained. (62-603.A) (62-606.B) (62-
609.A) (62-609.A.3) (62-609.A.4) (62-609.B)

N. "Resident” for tuition and fee purposes is defined as an independent person who has
abandoned all prior domiciles and has been domiciled in South Carolina continuously for at least
twelve months immediately preceding the first day of class of the term for which resident
classification is sought and for whom there is an absence of domiciliary evidence in other states or
countries, not withstanding other provisions of the Statute. (62-600.A) (62-600.B) {62-602.1) (62-
602.K) (62-602.M) (62-603.A) (62-603.B) (62-603.C) (62-604.A) (62-605.A) (62-605.C) (62-
605.C.7) (62-606.A) (62-606.A.5) (62-606.B) (62-607.A) (62-608.B) (62-609.A.3) (62-610.A) (62-
610.B) (62-611.A) (62-611.B)

O. “Spouse” is defined as the husband or wife of a married person in accordance with Title 20,
Chapter 1 of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended. (62-602.C) (62-602.E) (62-602.1)
(62-602.M} (62-603.B) (62-605.C)

P. “Temporary Absence” is defined as a break in enrollment during a fall or spring semester (or
its equivalent) during which a student is not registered for class. (62-606.A)

Q. “Terminal Leave™ is defined as a transition period following active employment and
immediately preceding retirement (with a pension or annuity), during which the individual may use
accumulated leave. (62-609.A.4)

R. “United States Armed Forces” is defined as the United States Air Force, Army, Marine Corps,
Navy, and Coast Guard. (62-606.3) (62-609.A(1Y)

S. “Trust™ is defined as a legal entity created by a grantor for the benefit of designated
beneficiaries under the laws of the state and the valid trust instrument. However, that where
circumstances indicate that such trust was created primarily for the purpose of conferring South
Carolina domicile for tuition and fee purposes on such child or independent person, it shall not be
given such effect.

62-603. Cilizens and Permanent Residents.

A.  Independent persons who have physically resided and been domiciled in South Carolina for
twelve continuous months immediately preceding the date the classes begin for the semester for
which resident status is claimed may qualify to pay in state tuition and fees. The twelve month
residency period starts when the independent person establishes the intent to become a South
Carolina resident per Section 62-605 entitled “Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South
Carolina Domiciliary.” The twelve month residency period cannot start until the absence of indicia
in_other states is proven. Absences from the State during the twelve month period may affect the
establishment of permanent residence for tuition and fee purposes.
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B. The resident status of a dependent person is based on the resident status of the person who
provides more than half of the dependent person’s support and claims or, only in the case of those
individuals who arc supported by family members who do not eamn enough reportable income for
taxation purposes, qualifics to claim the dependent person as a dependent for federal income tax
purposcs. Thus, the residence and domicile of a dependent person shall be presumed to be that of
their parent, spouse, or guardian.

C. In the case of divorced or separated parents, the resident status of the dependent person may
be based on the resident status of the parent who claims the dependent person as a dependent for tax
purposes;—or—based—on-the-residentstatus—of the-parent-and who has legal custody or legal joint
custody of the dependent person; or based on the resident status of the person who makes pavments
under a court order for child support and at least the cost of his/her college tuition and fees.

62-604. Non-Resident Aliens, Non-Citizens, and Non-Permanent Residents.

A.  Except as otherwise specified in this section or as provided in Section 62-609 (1) & (2),
independent non-citizens and non-permanent residents of the United States will be assessed tuition
and fees at the non-resident, out of state rate. Independent non-resident aliens, including refugees,
asylees, and parolees may be entitled to resident, in state classification once they have been awarded
permanent resident status by the U.S. Department of Justice and meet ail the statutory residency
requirements provided that all other domiciliary requirements are met. Time spent living in South
Carolina immediately prior to the awarding of permanent resident status does not count toward the
twelve month residency period. Certain non resident aliens present in the United States in specitied
visa classifications are eligible to receive in state residency status for tuition and fee purposes as
prescribed by the Commission on Higher Cducation. They are not, however, eligible to receive state
sponsored tuition assistance/scholarships.

B. Title 8 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CT'R) serves as the primary resource for defining
visa categories.

62-605. Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.

A.  Resident status may not be acquired by an applicant or student while residing in South

Carolina for the sele primary purpose of enrollment in an institution or for access to state supported
programs designed to serve South Carolina residents,

B. If a person asserts that his‘her domicile has been established in this State, the individual has
the burden of proof. Such persons should provide to the designated residency official of the
institution 1o which they are applying any and all evidence the person believes satisfies the burden of
proof. The residency official will consider any and all evidence provided concerning such claim of
domicile, but will not necessarily regard any single item of evidence as concluswe evidence that
domicile has been established.

C. For independent persons or the parent. spouse, or guardian of dependent persons, examples
of intent to become a South Carolina resident may include, although any single indicator may not be
conclusive, the following indicia:

1. Statement of full time employment;

2. Designating South Carolina as state of legal residence on military record;

3. Possession of a valid South Carolina driver's license, or if a non-driver, a South Caralina
identification card. Failure to obtain this within 90 days of the establishment of the intent to become
a South Carolina resident will delay the beginning date of restdency eligibility;
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4. Possession of a valid South Carolina vehicle registration card. Failure to obtain this within
45 days of the establishment of the intent to become a South Carolina resident will delay the
beginning date of residency eligibility:

5. Maintenance of domicile in South Carolina;

6. Paying South Carolina income taxes as a resident during the past tax year, including income
carned outside of South Carolina from the date South Carolina domicile was claimed;

7. Ownership of principal residence in South Carolina; and

8. Licensing for professional practice (if applicable) in South Carolina.

D. The abscence of indicia in other states or countries is required before the student is cligible 1o
pay in statc rates.

62-606. Maintaining Residence.

A. A person’s lemporary abscnce {rom the State does not neecssarily constitute loss of South
Carolina residence unless the person has acted inconsistently with the claim of continued South
Carolina residence during the person’s abscnce trom the State. The burden is on the person 1o show
retention of South Carolina residence during the person’s abscnee from the State. Steps a person
should take to retain South Carolina resident status for tuition and fee purposcs include:

t.  Continuing 10 usc a South Carolina pcrmancat address on all records;

2. Maintaining South Carolina driver’s license;

3. Maintaining South Carolina vehicle registration;

4. Saltisfying South Carolina resident income tax obligation. Individuals claiming permanent
residence in South Carolina arc liable for payment of income taxes on their total income from the
date that they established South Carclina residence. This includes income earned in another state or
country.

B.  Active duty members of the United States Armed Forces and their dependents are eligible to
pay in slaig tuition and fces as long as they continuously claim South Carolina as their state of legal
residence during their military service. Documentation will be required in all cases to support this
claim. South Carolina residents who change their state of legal residence while in the military lose
their South Carolina resident status for tuition and fee purposes.

62-607. Effect of Change of Residency.

A.  Notwithstanding other pravisions of this section, any dependent person of a legal resident of
this state who has been domiciled with his/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than
three years and whose family’s domicile in this state is terminated immediately prior to his/her
enrollment may enroll at the in state rate. Any dependent person of a legal resident of this state who
has heen domiciled with his/her family in South Carolina for a period of not less than three years and
whose family’s domicile in this state is terminated after his/her enrollment may continue to receive in
state rates, however, a student must continue to be enroiled and registered for classes (excluding
summers) in order to maintain eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters. Transfers
within or between South Carolina colleges and universities of a student seeking a certificate, diploma,
associate, baccalaureate, or graduate level degree does not constitute a break in enrollment.

B. If a dependent or independent person voluntarily leaves the state, and information becomes
available that would impact the existing residency status has-been—desveHed—in—South-Caralina—for
tess—than—three—years, ellg,;hlllty for in state rates shall end on the last day of the academic session
during which domicile is lost. Application of this provision shatl be at the discretion of the institution
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involved. However, a student must continue to be enrolled and registered for classes (excluding
summers} in order to maintain eligibility to pay in state rates in subsequent semesters.

62-608. Effect of Marriage.

A. In ascertaining domicile of a married person, irrespective ot gender, such a review shall be
determined just as for an unmarried person by reference to all relevant cvidence ol domiciliary intent.

B. I a non-resident marries a South Carolina resident, the non-resident does not automatically

acquire South Carolina resident status. The non-resident may acquire South Carolina resident status if

the South Carolina resident is an independent person and the non resident is a dependent of the South
Carolina resident.

C.  Marriage to a person domicited outside South Carolina shall not be solely the reason for
precluding a person from establishing or maintaining domicile in South Carolina and subsequently
hecoming eligible or continuing to be eligible for residency,

D.  No persen shall be deemed solely by reason of marriage to a person domiciled in South
Carolina to have cstablishcd or maintaincd domicile in South Carolina and consequently to be
cligible tor or to retain eligibility for South Carelina residency.

62-609. Exccplions,

A. Persons in the following catcgorics qualily 1o pay in state tuition and fees without having to
establish a permanent home in the state for twelve months, Persons who qualify under any of these
categories must meet the conditions of the specitic category on or before the first day of class of the
term for which payment ot in state tuition and fees is requested. The following categories apply only
to in state tuition and do not apply to State supported scholarships and grants. Individuals who qualify
for in state tuition and fees under the following exceptions do not automatically qualify for LIFE, SC
HOPE or Palimetto Fellows Scholarships.

1. “Military Personnel and their Dependents™ Members of the Unitcd States Armed Forces
who are permanently assigned in South Carolina on active duty and their dependents are eligible to
pay in state tuition and fees. When such personnel are transterred [rom the State, their dependents
may continue to pay in state tuition and fees as long as they are continuously enrolled. Such persons
{and their dependents) may also be eligible to pay in state tuition and fees as long as they are
continuously enrolled after their discharge trom the military, provided they have demonstrated an
intent to establish a permanent home in South Carolina and they have resided in South Carolina for a
period of at least twelve months immediately preceding their discharge. Military personnel who are
not stationed in South Carolina and/or former military personncl who intend 1o establish South
Carolina residency must fulfill the twelve month “physical presence” ru[u1rt,mt,nl for them or their
dependents to qualify to pay in state tuition and fees.

2. “Faculty and Administrative Employees with Full Time Employment and their
Dependents™  Full time faculty and administrative employces of South Carolina state supported
colleges and universities and their dependents arc cligible to pay in state tuition and fees.

3. “Residents with Full Time Employment and their Dependents:™ Persons who reside, are
domiciled, and are full time employed in the Statc and who continue to work full time until they meet
the twelve month requircment and their dependents are eligible to pay in state tuition and fees,
provided that thcy have taken steps W establish a permanent home in the State. Steps an independent
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person must take to establish residency in South Carolina are listed in Section 62-605 entitled
(“Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary™).

4, *“Retired Persons and their Dependents:” Retired persons who are receiving a pension or
annuity who reside in South Carolina and have been domiciled in South Carolina as prescribed in the
Statute for less than a year may be eligible for in state rates if they maintain residence and domictle in
this State. Persons on terminal leave who have established residency in South Carolina may be
cligible for in state rates even if domiciled in the State for less than one year if they present
documentary evidence from their employer showing they are on terminal leave. 'the evidence should
show beginning and ending dates for the terminal leave period and that the person will receive a
pension or annuity when he/she retires.

B. South Carolina residents who wish to participate in the Contract for Services program
sponsored by the Southern Regional Education Board must have continuously resided in the State for
other than cducational purposes for at least two years immediately preceding application for
consideration and must meet all other residency requirements during this two year period.

62-610. Application for Change ot Resident Status.

A, Persons applying for a change of resident classification must complete a residency
application/pctition and provide supporting documentation prior to a reclassification deadline as
established by the institution.

B. The burden of proof rests with those persons applying for a change of resident classification
who must show required evidence to document the change in resident status.

62-611. Incorrect classitication.

A, Persons incorrectly classified as residents are subject to reclassification and to payment of
all non-resident tuition and fees not paid. If incorrect classification results from false or concealed
facts, such persons may be charged tuition and fees past due and unpaid at the out of state rate. The
violator may also be subject to administrative, civil, and financial penalties. Until these charges are

paid, such persons will not be allowed to receive transcripts or graduate from a South Carolina
institution.

B. Residents whose resident status changes are responsible for notifying the Residency Official
of the institution attended ot such changes.

62-612. Inquiries and Appeals.

A. [nquiries regarding tesidency requirements and determinations should be directed to the
institutional residency official. '

B.  Each institution will develop an appeals process to accommodate persons wishing to appeal
residency determinations made by the institution’s residency official. Each institutions appeal process
should be directed by that institutions primary residency officer, in conjunction with those individuals
who practice the application of State residency regulations on a daily basis. The professional
judgment of the residency officer and administrators will constitute the institutional appeal process.
Neither the primary residency official nor appellate official{s) may waive the provisions of the
Statute or regulation governing residency for tuition and fee purposes.
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Agenda Item 7.03 B

Memorandum

TO: Dr. Layton R. McCurdy, Chairman, and Members
S.C. Commission on Higher Education

FROM: Ms. Cynthia Mosteller, Chairperson
Members of the Access & Equity and Student Services Committee

DATE: October 30, 2008

Addition of E-2 Visa Classification to CHE Approved Visa
Classification List

Commission staff has reviewed the list of CHE approved visa classifications through which a
student can receive in-state status for tuition and fee purposes. At the request of some of
our state’s colleges and universities, staff has also researched the possibility of adding the E-
2 visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification List.

The E-2 visa allows an alien to enter the United States under and in pursuance of the
provisions of a treaty of commerce and navigation between the United States and the foreign
state of which he is a national, solely to develop and direct the operations of an enterprise in
which he has invested, or of an enterprise in which he is actively in the process of investing a
substantial amount of capital. The spouse and children of any such alien if accompanying or
following may join them under the specifications of this visa.

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services met on October 2, 2008, and
considered adding the E-2 Visa classification to the CHE Approved Visa classification List.
At that meeting, the Committee received both written and verbal testimony from USC,
Clemson University and the SC Department of Commerce regarding the addition of the E-2
Visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification list. The Committee unanimously approved
the addition of the E-2 Visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification list.

Recommendation

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services recommends that the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education approve the addition of the E-2 Visa classification to the
CHE Approved list. If approved by the 8.C. Commission on Higher Education, the E-2 Visa
classification will be added to the CHE Approved list.
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~Agenda Item 7.03 B

Memorandum

TO: Dr. Layton R. McCurdy, Chairman, and Members
S.C. Commission on Higher Education

FROM: Ms,. Cynthia Mosteller, Chairperson
Members of the Access & Equity and Student Services Committee

DATE: OQctober 30, 2008

Addition of E-2 Visa Classification to CHE Approved Visa
Classification List

Commission staff has reviewed the list of CHE approved visa classifications through which a
student can receive in-state status for tuition and fee purposes. At the request of some of
our state’s colleges and universities, staff has also researched the possibility of adding the E-
2 visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification List.

The E-2 visa allows an alien to enter the United States under and in pursuance of the
provisions of a treaty of commerce and navigation between the United States and the foreign
state of which he is a national, solely to develop and direct the operations of an enterprise in
which he has invested, or of an enterprise in which he is actively in the process of investing a
substantial amount of capital. The spouse and children of any such alien if accompanying or
following may join them under the specifications of this visa.

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services met on October 2, 2008, and
considered adding the E-2 Visa classification to the CHE Approved Visa classification List.
At that meeting, the Committee received both written and verbal testimony from USC,
Clemson University and the SC Department of Commerce regarding the addition of the E-2
Visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification list. The Committee unanimously approved
the addition of the E-2 Visa to the CHE Approved Visa Classification list.

Recommendation

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services recommends that the S.C.

Commission on Higher Education approve the addition of the E-2 Visa classification to the
- CHE Approved list. If approved by the S.C. Commission on Higher Education, the E-2 Visa
"K classification will be added to the CHE Approved list.
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Memorandum

TO: Dr. Layton R. McCurdy, Chairman, and Members
S.C. Commission on Iligher Education

FROM: Ms. Cynthia Mosteller, Chairperson
Members of the Access & Equity and Student Services Committee

DATLE: October 30, 2008

Consideration of FY 2007 — 2008 Program Summaries and Appropriation Requests for FY
2009-2010 for EIA Funded Teacher Recruitment Projects

History/Background

During the 1986 legislative session, the General Assembly authorized the SC Commission an
Higher Education to award grants to the public and/or private colleges and universities (o improve the
recruitment of teacher education candidates, allocating 236,000 in Education Improvement Act (EIA}
funds for this purpose. A consortium made up of a majority of teacher training institutions in the
State submitted one combined proposal to cstablish the SC Teacher Recruitment Center.  The
proposed Center was approved by the Commission and has been {unded annually since FY 1986-87.

In FY 1986-87, scparalc appropriations to SC State University were made by the General
Assembly o improve the reeruitment of minority tecacher candidates. Since FY 1986-87, continuing
appropriations 10 SC State University have been made, both through the EIA and General Fund.
Beginning in FY 1990-91, appropriations for ithe SC Teacher Reeruitment Center and the Program for
the Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers at SC Staie University were made solely through
EIA,

Beginning in FY 1988-89, the Commission on Higher Education was required, by a proviso
in the General Appropriations Act, to “monitor the use” of these funds and to report on (he
“effectiveness of the programs™ 0 the Senale and House Committee and to the EIA Select
Committee. The Commission has done so since 1988-89.




The FY 1990-91 Appropriations Act included a more comprchensive proviso which
instructed  the Comumission to “cnsure that all funds are used to promote teacher reeruitment on a
statewide basis...cnsure the continued coordination of eftorts among the ...tcacher recruitment
projccts. .. review the use of funds and .. have prior program and budget approval.”

The Annual Reports from the Center for Educator Recruitment, Retention & Advancement
(CERRAY} and the South Carolina Program [or the Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers
(SC-PRRMT) at SC State Umversity are submitled by the Commission 1o the Senate and House
Education Committees and {0 the Education Oversighl Commitiee each December, In addition to the
annual reports, historical and cumulative data are included at the request of the Access & Equity and
Student Services Committee (Attachments I and II).

The SC Program for the Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers (SC-PRRMT)

The South Carolina Program for the Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers (SC-
PRRMT) is located at South Carolina State University and is structured under the aegis of the
Division of Academic Affairs. The mission of the Program is to increase the pool of minority
teachers in the State by making education accessible to non-traditional students (teacher aides,
technical college transfer students and career path changers) and by providing an academic support
system to help students meet entry, retention, and exit program requirements. In coliaboration with
South Carolina State University’s School of Education, SC-PRRMT is authorized to establish and
maintain Satellite Teacher Education Program sites in twenty-one geographic areas throughout the
State. SC-PRRMT also administers a Forgivable Loan Program and participates in state, regional,
and national teacher recruitment initiatives.

SC-PRRMT reports annually to the SC Commission on Higher Education (CHE), through
which the Program’s ElA-based appropriations are approved. The Commission is authorized to
review the Program’s annual budget and monitor the elfectiveness of SC-PRRMT. Budget review
authority is also given to the General Assembly’s Education Oversight Committee.

As of May 2008, SC-PRRMT has graduated 134 students, Among those graduates, 128 (96%)
were placed as teachers and 42 (319%) are employed in state-declared critical need subject areas. In
addition, of the 134 graduates, 112 are employed in SC cnitical geographic schools. During FY 2007-
2008, 46 students were awarded forgivable loans. The total loan amount disbursed during this period
was $200,000.




SC-PRRMT FY 2009-2010 Appropriations Request

2008-2009 Change 2009-2010
Budget Proposed
Budget
Personnel Services
1. Salaries $174,223 £5226.69 $£179,449.69
2. Fringes 42,417 1.272.51 43,689.51
Total Personnel $216,640 6,449.20" 223,139.20
Other Expenditures
Office Support 2,000 2,000
Postage 2,000 2,000
Telephone
(WATS LINE) 2,000 2,000
Equipment &
Maintenance 2,599 2,599
Printing (Newsletter/
Report and
other documents) 5,261 5,261
Forgivable Loans 200,000 200,000
Promotional Service 8,000 8,000
(TV Ad)
Summer Institute and
Conferences/Workshops 18,000 (6,499.20)‘ 11,500.80
Travel {0,500 10,500

National/regional meetings
Education Conferences/
CHE and EOC meetings
Recruitment Visitations/
Exhibitions

Total Other
Expenditures $250, 360.00 ($6,449 20) $243 860.80

TOTAL
EXPENDITURES $467,000.00 $467,000.00

Budget Notes:

| = Three (33 pervent cost ol living increases for employees. See adjustment under Summer Institute and
Conferences/Warkshops.




Under Personnel Services, the FY 2009-10 SC-PRRMT budget request shows an increase in
salaries ($5,226.69) and fringe salaries ($1272.51) which totals $6499.20. This reflects a cost of
living adjustment. The total budget request ($467,000) remains unchanged due the adjustment to the
Summer Institute and Conferences/Workshops budget item.

Center for Educator Recruitment, Retention and Advancement (CERRA)

Established by the Commission on Higher Education in December 1985 out of a concern for
the condition of South Carolina’s teacher supply pool and a need for a centralized teacher recruitment
effort, the purpose of CERRA is to provide leadership in identifying, attracting, placing and retaining
well-qualified individuals for the teaching profession in our state. As a part of its mission, CERRA’s
responsibilities include adapting and responding “to changing needs for teachers from
underrepresented populations, in critical subject fields and in under-served geographic areas in South
Carolina.” CERRA directs a variety of pre-collegiate and college programs in order to attract middle
school, high school and college students (ProTeam/Team9, Teacher Cadet, College Partners,
Teaching Fellows, Minority Recruitment) as well as a mid-life career changers, such as military
retirees and downsized workers to education careers. Along with its recruiting efforts, CERRA is
focused on retaining and advancing the careers of experienced teachers already in South Carolina’s
schools. In addition, CERRA provides program support for the State’s teacher leaders through work
with the district teachers of the year, Teacher in Residence Program, as well as National Board
candidates and National Board Certified Teachers. The Annual Report includes the total amount of
funds expended on each program from FY 2003 to FY 2008 (Attachment 11).

The CERRA Board of Directors, which oversees the Center’s budget and operations, includes
representatives  from colleges and universities, state education agencies, professional education
associations, the General Assembly and private businesses and industry. CERRA reports annually to the
SC Commission on igher Education (CHE), through which the Center’s EIA-based appropriations flow.
The Commission is charged with monitoring the effectiveness of CERRA and is authorized to review the
Center’s budget. Budget review authority is also given to the General Assembly’s Education Oversight
Comimittee.




CERRA FY 2009-2010 Appropriations Request

2008-2009 Change 2009-2010
Budget Proposed
Budget

Office Salanies & Fringes
(11 full time positions) $654,070 $19, 625' $673,695
Office Support 193,615 195,615
Board of Directors 9,250 9,250
Staff Travel (11 [ull time positions) 37,600 $10,000° 47,600
Teacher Leaders (Teacher Forum
& Advisory Board) 128,810 128,810
Teacher Database 24,000 24,000
Teacher Cadet Program 00,265 90,265
Teacher Educators 119,405 119,405
ProTeam/Team? Program 50,405 50,405
Teaching Fellows 3,545,379 2,154,621° 5,700,000
Minority Recruitment 162,589 162,589
Marketing/Publications 25,544 25,544
Retention/Mentoring 23,203 15,000 38,203
Target Recruitment 23,203 23,203
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $5,089,338 $2,199,246 $7.288,584
Budget Notes:

| = Three (3} percent cost of living ineresses for employees. In addition, CERRA must meet the salary incrcases given to
Teachers in Residence by their district of record, an average of 6.5 percent, as well as an increase ol 14 percent in the salary
and fringes differential between the 2008 Siate Teacher of the Year and new 2009 State Teacher of the Year.

2 = The peneral economic impact of travel costs has risen as well as Winthrop®s mandatory increase in rate-per-mile for
FY 09.

3 Funding has been able to support | 75 Fellowships per year. Due to E1A budyget reductions, the budyget for FY U9 will support
funding for 140. To restore funding to the 2008 level, to encourage Fellows from high turnover districts (o relumn to those
districts as teachers, and to otfer an additional 5{) scholarships and add at least two additional Fellows institutions will cost
$2,154,021.

4 = CTERRA provides mentor training and train-the-rrainer workshops as stipulated in the South Carolina Menturing and
nduction Guidefines. To provide advanced training as stipulated in the (uidefines requires continual staff professional
development o supporl truining und mentoring efforts as requested by school districts,

The CIA budget restrictions for FY 2009-2010 will significantly decrease funding support for
Teaching Fellows. The present budget will only support 140 Fellows beginning FY 2009-2010. The
CERRA budget request for Y 2009-2010 reflects a restoration of the budget to FY 2008 funding
levels and was approved by the CERRA Executive Committee on September 5, 2008. This request
will allow CERRA to offer 50 more Fellowships. In addition, this budget request will add at least two
additional Teaching Fellows institutions, thereby increasing the number of Fellows institutions in the
state from ten to twelve.




In addition, CERRA requests funding to increase the retention of teachers in high-turnover
districts. Seventy-five Fellows from high-turnover districts who return to teach in their home district
would receive an additional $1,000 per year. The total cost for 75 students is $300,000 (75 students x
$1000 per year x 4 years). By adding 50 Fellows, two additional Fellows institutions in the state and
awarding $1000 to a maximum of 75 Teacher Fellows who return to teach in high turnover districts,
the increased amount is $2,154,621. Therefore, the total request for the Teaching Fellows Program
for FY 2009-2010 1s $5,700,000.

The budget reflects a three (3) percent inflationary salary increase for CERRA staff. CERRA
must meet the salary increases given to Teachers in Residence by their district of record, an average
of 6.5 percent, as well as an increase of 14 percent in the salary and fringes differential between the
2008 State Teacher of the Year and new 2009 State Teacher of the Year.

The additional budget requests include $15,000 to provide professional development (advanced
mentor training workshops as stipulated in the South Carolina Mentoring and Induction Guidelines)
as requested by school districts and a $10,000 increase in travel costs (general and mandatory ratc-
per-mile increase in travel).

Recommendation

The Committee on Access & Equity and Student Services recommends that the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education approve the FY 2009-10 budgets in the amount of $467,000 for the
SC Program for the Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers and $7,288,584 for the Center
for Educator Recruitment, Retention and Advancement.




