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ikki Haley's 44th birthday is Some observ- (o~the Chinese ExclusionAct - s~di~s classes are ou~wed, whollyunprepared to interpret or':
this week.Youwouldthink ers found that an :of 1882, whose title and intent are as textbooks are scrubbed of contextualize what's happening
her a little old for fairy tales. astonishing thing 1self-explanatory? painfully inconvenienttruths, as gefgt~your e~- -. . -',' ---~:

But a bizarre, little-reported for her to say as ' Or the Immigration Act of 1917,) standards requiring the teach- r Towit:What makes Donald ':,
remark the South Carolina gov- chief executive of which banned immigrants from I ing ofonly "positiveaspects" of Trump's proposed restrictions c,'

ernor made last week suggests the first state to East Asia and the Pacific? I American history are imposed, on Muslims troubling is not that
that, age nQtMthstanding, Haley secede from the Or Ozawav.U.S.,the 1922 J' we find those mythic conceptions ,they represent the coming of ~
lives in Fantasyland, at least Union in defense :Supreme Court decisionwhich encroaching reality to a troubling ! something new, but the return "f
insofar as American history is of slavery, a state , declared that Iapanese immi- de~. _--- -' -- -- -- _ 'of something old, a shameful .~
concerned. that embraced ' grants could not be naturalized? I' - Sudaenly, slavesbecome iriiiiii\ \~train in the American psyche j,.
The comment in question came segregation until Or U.S.v.Bhagat SinghThind, grants and settlers. The CivilWar \ that we have seen too many I ::

the day after her Tuesday night forced to change the 1923 high court ruling which I has nothing to dowith slavery. I times Eefore. J----- -' .-
speech in response to President by the federal government. said ~~0l!! In~a -: like } Martin Luther King beeomes a ", tis nma deviation from' .•
Obama's State of the Unionad- Others observed that any fair ; Haley'Sparents - could nor Tea Party member. AndAmerica IfAmerica, but the very stuff of :r
dress, in which she cuffedDonald reading ofHaley's quote makes !oecometuifiiraITzed~itiz~I!s~ has never passed laws "based o~ ; ')A~ca =:-anugtfscapegoating~:
Trump forhis strident anti-Mus- it pretty clear she was speaking V-SO;Yes, fioweveryou slice It, race and religion":_;- -- that has too often besmirched , "';'
lim, anti-immigrant bigotry. only in the context of legal im- Haley iswrong and Haley is igno- Th t H fA· our character and beguiled us -;
Haley told reporters, "When migration. rant. But onewonders ifHaley is every 5 U 0 merlca awayfrom our most luminous t~

you'vegot immigran~. They're right. The problem is, to blame. Yes, Haley's ignorance might 'ideals. ,,- - ~
\ coming here l~we'v~ never I even ifyou concede that point, Americans, the historian Ray be willful.There's surely a IQtof '~omething all ofus ' J
\ I in tlle1iistory ofthis country •. Haley !s still grotesquely wrong. Arsenault once said, liveby that going around. But it might should know,but do not. As a .".
,~, _.llilSSfW~lalrulIJloIl.eJl~UliI~~ibe.1biiDkSJlo.ilnnligJt:a1i~.lalm...-"::"lD)1bi·lCJ:OllI:eJltti·mlis._.m~la1.tru~~he that she's &jrnplv part of state official,perhaps a candj- -4

think happened" in the past. that generation which has been date for vice president, perhaps "
And as school systems, under taught fairy tales under the guise eventually a president of the .,;

pressure from conservative ofhistory. United States, Nikki Haleymight r
school boards, retreat from Such teaching will leave you someday change history, ._ .
teaching that which embarrasses comfortably indoctrinated in a / Itwouldbe good if she under:y.'\
the nation's self-image,as ethnic kind ofcivicmythology - and stood it first. /


