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1825Glen Ridge Dr
Kernersville, NC 27285
6 March, 2015

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Officeof the Governor
1205Pendleton St
Columbia, S.C. 29201
Dear Governor Hailey

Please lend me your eyes and ears for just a fewminutes. There is a man sitting in a
South Carolina prison that does not belong there; it's a colossalwaste of taxpayer's
money. The man is Lt. ColonelW.E. Ritter, an honorable discharged military
veteran who served his country and did his duty for 24years in the U.S.Army.

Colonel Ritter distinguished himself as a commissionedofficer in both Vietnam and
Desert Storm. However, an unfortunate accident at his Ritter Child Care Center
landed him in prison to serve a 20year sentence that is nothing short of a
miscarriage ofjustice. A child died at his day care center and Col. Ritter was
charged with a crime he did not intentionally commit. It was a total accident!

After his retirement, the colonelreturned to his home in Columbia, S.C. and began
work as a volunteer at an early childhood development center that he founded in
1984.
One day in May of 2007,a shortage of van drivers left his no option but to drive a
van himself and pick up children; otherwise parents would have been left stranded
and unable to work. Upon his arrival back at the Center, the child care attendants
whoseprimary responsibility was to take the children out of the van and prepare
them for the daily schedule. They did, but overlooked one child, a 10month old
baby.

Unfortunately, the attendants left the baby in the van all day. The child died. And
because Col. Ritter drove the van, picked up the children and drove it back to the
day care center where the attendants main job was to take the children out of the
van, which was normal standard operating procedure (S.T.O.P), a child was left
behind and Col. Ritter was charged with homicide by child abuse and sentenced to 20
years in prison. All because he drove the van! He would not be languishing in a
South Carolina prison cell today had he NOT driven that van!

Now,I've known this man for well over 30years, and I know first hand his many
years of charitable work, especially years of spending his own dime and time to
help inspire, uplift and educate black youth; especiallyyoung black males. Ithas
been determined that the colonelwas given inappropriate or misleading legal
counsel, which resulted in hispleading guilty to homicide charges.

------------------------------------- --- --- -- ----------------------------------------------



I attended the sentencing hearing. I heard the colonel express grave remorse. I
heard the mother of the deceased child express her forgiveness for the colonel. If she
can forgive him, why then can't our justice system? The colonel is now 71 years old
and has already served 5 years of a 20year sentence. This man is not a criminal, not
a murderer, nor a thief, not a crook or immoral individual. Both families have
already suffered enough. Nothing is gained by keeping him locked up for another 15
years and wasting thousands of taxpayer's dollars that could better be used
elsewhere. Please sir, just look at his background in the materials enclosed. This
man was on the front lines, in combat in both Vietnam and Desert Storm.

Admittedly, it was a terrible accident. Someonehad to pay and the colonelwill
forever be paying for a death he did not intentionally cause. This punishment does
not fit the crime. So, I ask you, kind sir to please, please consider helping us to
secure early release for this upright and righteous man who has long done so much,
with so little to help somany people.

Years ago, I used to hear the old folks declare that, "a tree is known by the fruit it
bears. Well, the record will show that long before and after his distinguished
military career, the trees planted by this kind-hearted, sharing and caring military
trooper, continues to bear much fruit.

In the 20years that he was associated with the dare care center, Colonel Ritter
never took a child off a van. Instead he provided free transportation for all the
children attending the center. He paid a transportation staff to transport the
children to the center and a separate staff to unload the vans at the center. Drivers
were prohibited by State Regulations from removing children from the vans. On
May 18,2007,Col. Ritter drove a van, picked up four children on the last morning
trip, and brought the four children to the center, turned the van over to two staff
members who met him at the door.

When he left the van, there were two infants strapped into the required safety
mechanisms. The other two had gone into the center on their own. With the two
infants that were left in the van, there were two staff members there on the van.
One of the infants was removed and the other one left on the van. The infants were
seated next to each other ... less than 18inches apart. Had he not jump in that van,
Col. W.E. Ritter would be a free man today.
Please hear our cry, Governor Hailey and help us to obtain early release for this
good and just man. He, like the mother of the deceased child, and the rest of us, has
suffered enough. Please note the attached materials and the colonel's many years of
service, surely this is not the mind of a criminal. Thank you for your time and
attenti_on.My ~ac~~~und i~formati~n_isals:-,~nclosed.

John ~~ Mis~I{o~i~-sm~?tf~-~~a~b;~-;h~~~;~k~/~~ncer survivors, now
celebrating our 52nd wedding anniversary

--------- --- -- - - - - - .



Bio: John Raye Career Highlights
<Born and raised in Winnfield, Louisiana . .In the early years
chopped and picked cotton for two dollars a day.

*At age 14. became an apprentice meat cutter at age 15.

* At age 16, rode a bicycle every day for three years. delivering
newspapers on an 8.5 mile paper route that took three hours to
complete.
*Church and family played a pivotal role in character and personal
development.
*Has authored three audio books: "Make Yourself Great:
Inspiration/or Dark Days and Long Nights". "Dreamtime: Finding
Success in America" and his latest work. "Why Cancer Couldn't
Kill Me: 7 Essentials for Living a Better Life"
*Writer: inspirational articles for newspapers and magazines.
*At age 27 broke into television as a reporter for KREM-TV
(ABC affiliate) in Spokane Washington.

*At age 29, became television anchor at KING-TV (an NBC
affiliate) in Seattle, Washington.

*At age 34, relocated to Washington, D.C., and anchored television news programsfor WTTG-TV (FOX
Network) with Maury Povich and AI Roker, now with NBC's Today Show.
* Travel: London, Monrovia, Liberia, Johannesburg, South Africa, Soweto, Zimbabwe, St. Thomas, Hawaii; etc.

Awarded bachelor's degree in Agriculture from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
'Recein:d two Ford Foundation Fellowship awards to study advanced training in journalism at the
<\'\'ashington Journalism Center in \'\'ashington, D.C., and Columbia University
'Graduate School of Journalism in :\c\v York City .
.Awarded doctorate of humane letters from the Breakthrough Bible College, Washington, D.C.

<Founder of Majestic Eagles, a \'\'ashinf-,,>i:on,D.C. business development organization for aspiring
entrepreneurs .

. In 1986, purchase three-story, $375,000 headquartersbuilding; now valued at three million dollars.
Started his first business venture, selling and writing advertising copy, using a public telephone and

trunk of his car for office space .
.Organized and opened a \'\'ashington, D.C. Federal Credit Union by raiJiJlg $100,000.00 ill one-day.
tOrganized, and raised over $30,000 dollan to save the home and national headquarters of famed
historian, Dr: Carter G. W'oodJOJlfrom being sold at a public tax auction.

*Stricken with colon cancer on his 65th birthday, Raye pressed torward by writing his best-selling
audio book, "Dreamtime: Finding Success In America" and "WJJvCancer Couldn't Kill Me". He
travels frequently conducting health and wellness seminars nationwide, with a strong emphasis on
eating aplant-based diet. Currently, he holds the rank of Senior Manger with Forever Living
Products, the world's largestproducer of stabilized Aloe Veragel. See: www.johnraye.flp.com
*Married for 52 years to his high schoolsweetheart,Miss Rosie;children: Dexter, Michelle, Karen, Sharon;
two granddaughters, Tabby and Tera ... He lives in Kernersville,NC with the motto of "the greatestjo_vis
found whenwelive ourlivesfor the sake of others".

1825Glen Ridge Drive Kernersville, NC 27284
Office:336-996-4704 or 336-782-8383 e-mail:rayeandrosie@aol.com



!lous.e of Jl{.epr.es.enhdib.es
.~tutc o f ~out~ <1lnrolinll

Leon Joe Howard
District No. 76 - Richland County
2425 Barharnville Road
Columbia, SC 29204

425 Blatt Building
Columbia. SC 292 I I

TeL (803) 734-3046
Committee:
Medical, MII1I3ry, Public and
Municipal Affairs, Chairman

Chairman,
SC Legislative Black
Caucus

May 4, 2009

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN:

The original resolution presented to Retired Colonel W, E. Ritter, on motion of Representative
Leon Howard and members of the SC House of Representatives, on April 27, 1996 was lost.
This has been brought to my attention, and I have agreed to re-issue a duplicate resolution to
Retired Colonel Ritter on this day of May 4, 2009. A copy is attached.

Sincerely,

Leon Howard

/brnc

Enclosure



~tate of ~outb <!arolina

J!)ousc of l\cprcscntatibcs
OnMotion Of

REPRESENTATIVE LEON HOWARD
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HONOR AND RECOGNIZE

RETIRED COL. W. E. RITTER
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THIS OUTSTANDING CITIZEN, ESPECIALLY DURING THE OCCASION OF THE STII

ANNUAL BEAUTILLION HELD ON SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 1996; THROUGH HIS DEDICATION AND CARING EFFORTS, HE HAS
SET AN EXAMPLE FOR ALL CITIZENS TO FOLLOW; HIS GRACIOUS AND UNEXHAUSTING SUPPORT AND CONTRIBUTION
TO PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY IS UNSURPASSED; HUNDREDS AND
HUNDREDS OF CITIZENS, INCLUDING THE YOUNG PEOPLE, THE ELDERLY, EMOTIONALLY AND PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED AND YOUNG CHILDREN HAVE BENEFITTED BY HIS EFFORTS; HISTORY WILL RECORD THAT THE
COMMUNITY OF RICHLAND COUNTY AND THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ARE BETTER BECAUSE HE HAS PASSED
THIS WAY; WE WISH HIM CONTINUED SUCCESS IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

GIVEN THIS 27111 D~tYOF APRIL, 1996, STATE HOUSE, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

I
I
I <ltlerh of tlJ£ ~OU£)£ of i\cpccs£ntatil.l£5
,I+t.. c c._ -.: ..

~peaher of the ~ou5e of i~epre£)entatlbe£)
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"':,;,",'; Lt."CoL Willie-Eo Ritter.
::'_'<-, .:-~.~ {_'" - -'i.. : ;1." .

,. ; '; 'By Ronnie Nixon
" ; 'StQJt. Writer
" '. q ... ',",', ...

, : .< Lt.ColonelWillieRitter~a native .
J. ': :-,. of Columbiaand founder of the W ..
: 'K Ritter 'Center for Early
:':._.Childhood Development,
~: understands the need for early
~ development iIi youths, , '

-,; ~ t : "If a child is taught early and is
, :. givenan opportunity to learn, there
.: is no limit to what he or she might0;,~, accomplish," Ritter said.
,.:, He said the learning process for ,
:: -children is the same as M..adult, but,.:
~ adults'just have a greater source of
.. reference to call upon, '
: ':'We' need to teach our children

' ..
: to set their goals realistically," Rit-
: .ter says. "There is a need for role
~ models in the Black communities.
~ Everyone won't be able to be a
~ sports or TV star. They need role
~ models they can see everyday such
~ as a banker, lawyer, accountant,
~ etc." , '
~, Ritter added, "We also need to
i' stop teaching our.kids to compete'
,-: urith "",.h nthpr "nrl t,.",.h thpTn_tn

• :People are gifted in'different wa!
There is no challenge in beating
personwho has lessability than y'
have in a particular subject
event. You never get a chance
exercise your own ability."
A graduate' of Booker '

Washington High School ai
Virginia State University, Lt. C
onel Ritter started the W. E. Rit
center after he witnessed a co:
munity run by mentally retard
persons while teaching Milita
Science at Mississippi Universi
"Even though they were menta
, retarded, they still had the pou
tial for production. "

In addition to the W. E. Rit
,for Early Childhood Developme
Ritter has also established
scholarship fund that gives dese
ing young men an opportunity
further their education at the,
stitution of higher learning of tb
choice, after high school gradi
tion. "I've been blessed' with c
:'tain things," Ritter says ~'Thii

""""_'11' '1,,~_....··....c _!_..! ...~. t
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\VILILIE' E'RITTER '
Lieutenartt: Cbloriet'

u.s. ArmyR~.tired

2316High,Str,~et
Co'lumbi'a,So4th,'C¥o,!ina .,29,2,03

EDUCATION: H. S_ d¢gi;¢e, Pfiysi'cal Ed~(.;ati0nand Health
''. . .','::\' ',,':',~:,~:\.,,::, .. :":"'. ~'-·-;.,':.'.':.t_,:-:", .,' ."

VirginiaSta.t~i'G0Uegt!,'1967
Mast~~~d~gree~.Eq~c,at.ipn
University ofSPt1d1em Mtssissippi, 1982

'AX~EI':'~\'l)l~~(¥1~~l~,i~:tl\~,}lJ.S,.Nm¥j~ Aug~st, 1968,
w:as:)~f~i~?J:~~'f;;"i:;#l~~~~\~f0;~~~~~~~~~;~ib,:9r9'#9~:~il]~Uary,
1'98,Q',:"m "~i~a~wardS;YiHG};hde'i';,;!;P'fittdlti:(j)ii±'6'~'Stat';the.Le ioni1~II~I'l)_l~!i.;~~:er
exe2uil~~.offft:;efian:d'Ghairtnan::,Q,f;:th¢:;ho<ttd.'o·fthe W.E. Ritter
Center, Inc., s~ctioned:by the 'iRS as nonprofit.

\V~',!~~ (~8~p,i¢~~'0f~;!)~~~\'~E!~~91~tion" from the
§l~~rf'~hlJ~~,if'~':'·J~;:.P:$~~,~~~X~t~;'~~\~8~th':®~R:ljna,in

.: re~b;gu'itA(\).[.j;i"" ~~~I:'eG'i!attlciit,'(;jltiJ~iei-;V1eel,aiHic0ntributions
.made::'i~"~j:~,¢C),rrim4hl~~d::tfi~::~tiite~' .

ATHELETIC:

PERSONAL: Founder of the W;.E. Ritter Center. The
purpose ofth~;'Cen~~Jt 'is-JQ .pr;(;wi'C~~-Jlvarie,ty. qrcommunity
seryic~S,ti)a(.,w.iJL~,#,~~,ss,;,tn¢;'~i,~¢~t.CQIIll?On~nts of total
life cy.cle lll~agC~~h~,s'@;AA:'t9\~~aA~~ tl1,~;qp~ljty of life for
th.o~~:·.:s¢f.v~~]~~,m~:.¢¢htet:...;·..~f~m~~t$,~f;tri¢:(P~ritet.include.a

nO defttefJQfe~1~".~~f~Q~~~c(~~'jp~m¥ri~,;'.:~:i$4n~'1~hip.fund,
~::"\\~ Ct...·y and'a;,cQ~tiiliey~,bC\i8,~0me.']$¢:c¥nter',for-~arlychildhood

C\~\{i\n~?,.,l:'~,\~_f:,\~:.D:l d~\leldpm~~~~'it~;i~,F~i~eJ;i;iqe%J~'~i:'Pf,~~i.~~tely370 children

(~~,,'~~;;?,~.,"!~ S 'C·'·~!:il~~~~;;~~~~~~~~~l~t~~~"z:~~~arsin
I) C,··J, ':' . '. r !',UNr'{ sl(hol~nip,~:.~t;l,g~y~tQJ;?;~~:~~:;tf~'~irtg:s~ttq~1988. In Juneo R\C \-\u- t· \ J ":..)UNA of" r993, th~Jg1iPd;~.ti¢>l!i$WN~gt¢;a(:a .~p:'Cap"e,xcilange

SOUI\-\ Ct\r\O programjte Russia.fere one 0f:,tl:ie progr~ participants. The

---------------------------- - - --



EXPERIENCES:

'..,..:

JuJy·.198,,$'~'~1.l~~st~1~?6.·. ., :<9B~ag9,~r;,,D~¥i~iQn,.Material
'M~~$(lme'~~':"~'~:~~~;~~):\i$#$~,~~;,f#f.~~!~i%l~&*n~}~~,B,U;pIi€'of South
Kote 'J, Res: 614s' '. , ; "" " ';} f:'ae:', (if;' lafu'iil1~':maintenance. and
~t~~.,,~~,"~i . 11$::~'1!9" ; \1!l~;iWi!~I,~lso
tesp'€> :;£01:,1\ :'~:i. lC:pet ;':'tf,tl,n::tl1eDivision's
fij~~~~~(t;,~~~~~';:,;;'",;,»,;,elJ~>""',:':'',';:.,,". ." '.,"..•.., ,' .

Gea~~~~.~'f~t~~IJ~$~~'I~l#e()Q~andand

liitS~.~~~~~I~~~~t~~~~_~t~~t~~:~::;'
i,~p~~g.:~g/ti~imtrj,;~~':~es~g;.¢;;~4:;~.~!rO~aJ;:€JUard·units under
th¢;Jiiri.1i~!#'.¢,~f~#\~~:m$~~~~,Sti)I~/';,~S:~~i:'", ' "
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COLUMBIA
A Capital Place To Be

October 28, 1992

Dear LTC. W.E. Ritter,

On behalf of my fellow members of Columbia City Council, I am
pleased to ex tend heartfelt congratulations to you on your retirement
from the United States Army.

Through 24 years of unselfish service to our nation, you have proven
yourself a leader of the highest order. Not only did you serve our
nation, you embraced it. You were not content to simply do what

" was expected of you, you went far and beyond the normal duties.
Your medals, ribbons and commendations are testaments to this
dedication.

You are to be highly commended for your past efforts as welJ as your
present endeavors. As founder of the W.E. Ritter Center, you are
taking the knowledge, the expertise, and the discipline you learned
in your military experience and using it to help future generations as
well as the disadvantaged. By shaping the young lives of Columbia's
children as well as helping those who cannot help themselves, you
should be commended.

If I can ever be of any assistance to you, please feel free to call my
office at 733-8228.

Truly Yours,

'/

Mayor Bob Coble
~. . . : "'-.~"S.

City of Columbia / Bob Coble, Mayor
1737 Main Street / PO Box 147 / Columbia, SC /29217 / (803) 733 - 8221 / FAX (803) 733 - 8317
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