1825 Glen Ridge Dr
Kernersville, NC 27285
6 March, 2015

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton St

Columbia, S.C. 29201

Dear Governor Hailey

Please lend me your eyes and ears for just a few minutes. There is a man sitting in a
South Carolina prison that does not belong there; it’s a colossal waste of taxpayer’s
money. The man is Lt. Colonel W.E. Ritter, an honorable discharged military
veteran who served his country and did his duty for 24 years in the U.S. Army.

Colonel Ritter distinguished himself as a commissioned officer in both Vietnam and
Desert Storm. However, an unfortunate accident at his Ritter Child Care Center
landed him in prison to serve a 20 year sentence that is nothing short of a
miscarriage of justice. A child died at his day care center and Col. Ritter was
charged with a crime he did not intentionally commit. It was a total accident!

After his retirement, the colonel returned to his home in Columbia, S.C. and began
work as a volunteer at an early childhood development center that he founded in
1984.

One day in May of 2007, a shortage of van drivers left his no option but to drive a
van himself and pick up children; otherwise parents would have been left stranded
and unable to work. Upon his arrival back at the Center, the child care attendants
whose primary responsibility was to take the children out of the van and prepare
them for the daily schedule. They did, but overlooked one child, a 10 month old
baby.

Unfortunately, the attendants left the baby in the van all day. The child died. And
because Col. Ritter drove the van, picked up the children and drove it back to the
day care center where the attendants main job was to take the children out of the
van, which was normal standard operating procedure (S.T.O.P), a child was left
behind and Col. Ritter was charged with homicide by child abuse and sentenced to 20
years in prison. All because he drove the van! He would not be languishing in a
South Carolina prison cell today had he NOT driven that van!

Now, I’ve known this man for well over 30 years, and I know first hand his many
years of charitable work, especially years of spending his own dime and time to
help inspire, uplift and educate black youth; especially young black males. It has
been determined that the colonel was given inappropriate or misleading legal
counsel, which resulted in his pleading guilty to homicide charges.




I attended the sentencing hearing. I heard the colonel express grave remorse. 1
heard the mother of the deceased child express her forgiveness for the colonel. If she
can forgive him, why then can’t our justice system? The colonel is now 71 years old
and has already served 5 years of a 20 year sentence. This man is not a criminai, not
a murderer, nor a thief, not a crook or immoral individual. Both families have
already suffered enough. Nothing is gained by keeping him locked up for another 15
years and wasting thousands of taxpayer’s dollars that could better be used
elsewhere. Please sir, just look at his background in the materials enclosed. This
man was on the front lines, in combat in both Vietnam and Desert Storm.

Admittedly, it was a terrible accident. Someone had to pay and the colonel will
forever be paying for a death he did not intentionally cause. This punishment does
not fit the crime. So, I ask you, kind sir to please, please consider helping us to
secure early release for this upright and righteous man who has long done so much,
with so little to help so many people.

Years ago, I used to hear the old folks declare that, “a tree is known by the fruit it
bears. Well, the record will show that long before and after his distinguished
military career, the trees planted by this kind-hearted, sharing and caring military
trooper, continues to bear much fruit.

In the 20 years that he was associated with the dare care center, Colonel Ritter
never took a child off a van. Instead he provided free transportation for all the
children attending the center. He paid a transportation staff to transport the
children to the center and a separate staff to unload the vans at the center. Drivers
were prohibited by State Regulations from removing children from the vans. On
May 18, 2007, Col. Ritter drove a van, picked up four children on the last morning
trip, and brought the four children to the center, turned the van over to two staff
members who met him at the door.

When he left the van, there were two infants strapped into the required safety
mechanisms. The other two had gone into the center on their own. With the two
infants that were left in the van, there were two staff members there on the van.
One of the infants was removed and the other one left on the van. The infants were
seated next to each other... less than 18 inches apart. Had he not jump in that van,
Col. W.E. Ritter would be a free man today.

Please hear our cry, Governor Hailey and help us to obtain early release for this
good and just man. He, like the mother of the deceased child, and the rest of us, has
suffered enough. Please note the attached materials and the colonel’s many years of
service, surely this is not the mind of a criminal. Thank you for your time and
attention. My back(ground information is also enclosed.

< JANCT NP Dﬁ, | T W~ S
John Rayc Miss Rosie Smith, life-hea h coach, stroke/cancer survivors, now
celebrating our 52nd wedding anniversary




Bio: John Raye Career Highlights

“Born and raised in Winnfield, Louisiana. .In the early years
chopped and picked cotton for two dollars a day.

*Atage 14. became an apprentice meat cutter at age 15.

* At age 16, rode a bicycle every day for three years, deliverin g
newspapers on an 8.5 mile paper route that took three hours to
complete.

*Church and family played a pivotal role in character and personal
development.

*Has authored three audio books: “Make Yourself Great:
Inspiration for Dark Days and Long Nights". “Dreamtime: Finding
Success in America” and his latest work, “Why Cancer Couldn’t
Kill Me: 7 Essentials for Living a Better Life”

*Writer: inspirational articles for newspapers and magazines.

*At age 27 broke into television as a reporter for KREM-TV
(ABC affiliate) in Spokane Washington.

*At age 29, became television anchor at KING-TV (an NBC
affiliate) in Seattle, Washington.,

*At age 34, relocated 1o Washington, D.C., and anchored television news programs for WITG-TV (FOX
Network) with Maury Povich and Al Roker, now with NBC’s T oday Show.
* Travel: London, Monrovia, Liberia, Johannesburg, South Africa, Soweto, Zimbabwe, St.Thomas, Hawaii, efc.

“Awarded bachelor’s degree in Agriculture from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
"Recerved two Ford Foundation Fellowship awards to study advanced training in journalism at the
“Washington Journalism Center in Washington, D.C., and Columbia Untversity

"Graduate School of Journalism in New York City.

“Awarded doctorate of humane letters from the Breakthrough Bible College , Washington, D.C.

“Founder ot Majestic Eagles, a Washington, D.C. business development organization for aspiring
entreprencurs.

“In 1986, purchase three-story, $373,000 headgnarters building; now valued at three million dollars.
“Started his first business venture, selling and writing advertising copy, using a public telephone and
trunk of his car tor office space.

"Organized and opened a Washington, D.C. Federal Credit Union by raising $100,000.00 in one-day.
"Organized, and raised over §30,000 dollars to save the home and national headquarters of famed
histortan, Dr. Carter G. Woodson from being sold at a public tax auction.

*Stricken with colon cancer on his 65 birthda y, Raye pressed forward by writing his best-selling
audjo book, “Dreamtime: Finding Success In America” and “Why Cancer Couldn’t Kill Me”. He
travels frequenty conducting health and wellness seminars nation wide, with a strong emphasis on
eating a plant-based diet. Currently, he holds the rank of Senior Manger with Forever Living
Products, the world’s largest producer of stabilized Aloe Vera gel. See: www.johnraye.flp.com
*Married for 52 years to his high school sweetheart, Miss Rosie; children: Dexter, Michelle, Karen, Sharon;
two granddaughters, Tabby and Tera... He lives in Kernersville,NC with the motto of “zhe greatest joy is
found when we live our lives forthe sake of others”.

1825 Glen Ridge Drive Kernersville, NC 27284
Office: 336-996-4704 or 336-782-8383 e-mail:rayeandrosie@aol.com




House of Representatites
State of South Carolina

Leon Joe Howard o
District No. 76 - Richland County 425 Blatt Building
2425 Barhamville Road Columbia, SC 29211
Columbia, SC 29204

Tel. (803) 734-3046

Committee:
Medical, Military, Public and Chairman,
Municipal Affairs, Chairman SC Legislative Black

Caucus

May 4, 2009

TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN:

The original resolution presented to Retired Colonel W. E. Ritter, on motion of Representative
Leon Howard and members of the SC House of Representatives, on April 27, 1996 was lost.
This has been brought to my attention, and | have agreed to re-issue a duplicate resolution to
Retired Colonel Ritter on this day of May 4. 2009. A copy 1s attached.

Sincerely,
Leon Howard
/bme

Enclosure
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House of Representatives

On Motion of

REPRESENTATIVE LEON HOWARD
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HONOR AND RECOGNIZE

RETIRED COL. W. E. RITTER

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION TO THIS OUTSTANDING CITIZEN, ESPECIALLY DURING THE OCCASION OF THE g™
ANNUAL BEAUTILLION HELD ON SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 1996; THROUGH HIS DEDICATION AND CARING EFFORTS, HE HAS
SET AN EXAMPLE FOR ALL CITIZENS TO FOLLOW; HIS GRACIOUS AND UNEXHAUSTING SUPPORT AND CONTRIBUTION
TO PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO THE YOUTH OF OUR COMMUNITY IS UNSURPASSED; HUNDREDS AND
HUNDREDS OF CITIZENS, INCLUDING THE YOUNG PEOPLE, THE ELDERLY, EMOTIONALLY AND PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED AND YOUNG CHILDREN HAVE BENEFITTED BY HIS EFFORTS; HISTORY WILL RECORD THAT THE

COMMUNITY OF RICHLAND COUNTY AND THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ARE BETTER BECAUSE HE HAS PASSED
THIS WAY; WE WISH HIM CONTINUED SUCCESS IN ALL HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

GIVEN THIS 27" DAY OF APRIL, 1996, STATE HOUSE, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

s Eiz g Lot KA Ml
Clevk of the House of Wepresentatives Speaker of the Houge of Vepregentatives
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- Childhood
‘understands the need for early
‘v development in youths, -

. “If a child is taught early and is
- given an opportunity to learn, there
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- 'By Ronme Npcon '
’ Stqff Wnter .

Lt Colonel lehe Rntter, anative..’

. of Columbia and founder of the W.

E. Ritter Center for Early
Development,

is no limit to what he or she might

" accomplish,’” Ritter said.
" He said the learning process for
. children is the same as an adult, but

adults just have a greater source of -

reference to call upon. v
-““We need to teach our children

to set their goals realistically,”” Rit-.

“ter says. ‘“There is a need for role

models in the Black communities.

Everyone won’t be able to be a-

sports or TV star. They need role
models they can see everyday such .
as a banker lawyer, accountant,
etc.”

Ritter added “Wc also need to

: stop teaching our. kids to combete

7 with aach ather and teach thef.ta

' People are gifted in different way

There is no challenge in beating
person who has less ability than y:
" have in a particular subject
event. You never get a chance
exercise your own ability.”

A graduate of Booker
Washington High School ai
Virginia State University, Lt. C
onel Ritter started the W. E. Rit
center after he witnessed a co:
munity run by mentally retard
persons while teaching Milits
Science at Mississippi Universi
“‘Even though they were menta
- retarded, they still had the pot(
tial for production.”’

In addition to the W. E. Rit
for Early Childhood Developme
Ritter has also established
schola:shxp fund that gives dese
ing young men an opportunity
further their education- at the .
stitution of higher learning of th
. choice after high school gradi
tion. “I’ve been blessed with ¢
“tain things,” Ritter says “Thx.
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WILLIE ] RITTER ‘

Lxeutenant Colonet
U.S. Army Ret;red

2316 High Street :
Columbiz, § uth Carolma 29203 _ Telephone: 9_037765-06-1 1
EDUCATION: B S degree Ph 'Vcal Edu anon and Health
ACCOMPLISHMENTES:
ATHELETIC:
) -‘es 1965
-ccrve,d the
: . Induct ed into the Vlrgxma State
Sports Hall of Fame in June“l 991.
PERSONAL.: Founder of the W.E. Ritter-Center. The

variety of community
ant components of tetal
'ahty of life for
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COLUMBIA

A Capital Place To Be

October 28, 1992

Dear LTC. W.E. Ritter,

On behalf of my fellow members of Columbia City Councii, 1 am
pleased to extend heartfelt congratulations to you on your retirement
from the United States Army.

Through 24 years of unselfish service to our nation, you have proven
yourself a leader of the highest order. Not only did you serve our
nation, you embraced it. You were not content to simply do what

. was expected of you, you went far and beyond the normal duties.
Your medals, ribbons and commendations are testaments to this
dedication.

You are to be highly commended for your past efforts as well as your
present endeavors. As founder of the W.E. Ritter Center, you are
taking the knowledge, the expertise, and the discipline you learned
in your military experience and using it to help future generations as
well as the disadvantaged. By shaping the young lives of Columbia’s
children as well as helping those who cannot help themselves, you
should be commended.

If | can ever be of any assistance to you, please feel free to call my
office at 733-8228.

\% Truly Yours,

Mayor Bob Coble ST S

City of Columbia / Bob Coble, Mayor
1737 Main Street / PO Box 147 / Columbia, SC /29217 / (803) 733 - 8221 / FAX (803) 733 - 8317
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