
Group to raise rebel flag at Capitol
BRISTOW MARCHANT
THE STATE

COLUMBIA ­ One year after
thousands watched as the Con­
federate flag was removed
from a flagpole on the State
House grounds, the divisive
banner will rise again at the
South Carolina Capitol.
At least temporarily.
The South Carolina Seces­

sionist Party will raise the rebel
banner Sunday during a cere­
mony to mark the one­year an­
niversary of the flag coming
down.
The Secessionists, who sup­

port South Carolina leaving the
Union again, plan to raise the
flag on a 30­foot aluminum pole
with a plastic base in the same
spot where it flew before, near
the Confederate Soldier Monu­
ment on the State House's front
lawn. The ceremony starts at 11
a.m. The flag will be removed at
the end of the rally.
A Confederate memorial

honor guard will take part in the
flag raising, which supporters
plan to make an annual event.
James Bessenger, the chair­

man of the Secessionist Party's
board, expects the event to
draw a crowd of hundreds,
based on interest on the party's
Facebook page.
The group has not changed

its plans to assemble in light of
the latest mass shooting, when
police officers were shot and
killed in Dallas late Thursday
during a protest.
Bessenger said he was con­

tacted by capitol police Friday
to ask if the rally would be post­
poned in light of the police
shootings in Dallas during a
protest about police violence
against African­Americans. He

said Public Safety did not for­
mally ask the group to change
its plans.
"We had a special board

meeting (Friday), and the board
decided to continue with the ral­
ly," Bessenger said.
Bessenger said the rally also

would honor the slain law en­
forcement officers in Dallas
with black ribbons and raise a
law enforcement emblem
alongside the battle flag.
Members of the Upstate

Black Lives Matter chapter will
not be attending the rally Sun­
day.
On a recent conference call,

the Upstate chapter and others
were "all in agreement that we
didn't really want to focus our
attention on the flag at this
time," said Greenville's Derrick
Quarles, president of the activ­
ist group's Upstate chapter.
Quarles said "it's a very sen­

sitive time around the nation,"
and the group did not want the
rally to result in violence.
Bessenger said the push to

remove the flag was the result
of "political correctness,"
which also has been a talking
pointin the presidential cam­
paign. "People are sick of hear­
ing that people's feelings are
hurt," he said.
"Our history is being

erased," he said, comparing the
push to remove the Confederate
battle flag to the Islamic State's
looting of Middle Eastern mu­
seums and destruction of his­
torical artifacts. "It's like cul­
tural Marxism."
But Quarles had a different

interpretation.
Bringing the flag down was

"the correct thing to do because

of the history and the legacy at­
tached to the flag, which, in my
opinion, is a heritage of racism
and hate toward blacks and mi­
norities," he said.

State Sen. John Matthews, D­
Orangeburg, said there was no
chance of the flag returning to
the State House grounds.
"We've fought that battle,

and we've agreed to move on,"
Matthews said. "We want to put
the focus on health care, on edu­
cation, and it does no good to
have this back out there. ...
We've decided to move on into
the 21st century."
Security has been a concern

at the State House since the
Confederate flag debate flared
up last year after the racially
motivated shooting at Emanuel
AME Church in Charleston.
Nine black parishioners were
killed by a white gunman during
a Bible study and images sur­
faced of the gunman draped in
the flag.
Focus quickly shifted to the

flag at the State House. A week
after the shooting, a protester
climbed the pole that flew the
flag and pulled the flag down.

Gov. Nikki Haley soon called
for the flag to come down, after
receiving a torrent of emails on
the subject, and the state Legis­
lature voted by a two­thirds ma­
jority to remove it.
After the flag came down

last year, a pro­flag rally orga­
nized by a Ku Klux Klan group
attracted angry counter­protes­
ters – including members of the
New Black Panther Party. The
clash resulted in scuffles, five
arrests on charges of breach of
peace, disorderly conduct and
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assault. Other people received
emergency attention.
Without discussing details, a

S.C. Department of Public Safe­
ty spokesman said there would
be a similar number of law en­
forcement agencies involved
Sunday as there were at last
year's KKK rally. Eight state or
local agencies contributed offi­
cers to that event, from Public
Safety and the State Law En­
forcement Division to the Rich­
land and Lexington sheriff's of­
fices, the city of Columbia and
the University of South Caroli­
na campus police.
Their plans include prepara­

tions for counter­protesters,
said S.C. Highway Patrol Lt. R.
Kelley Hughes. "We don't antic­
ipate issues, but we will be pre­
pared and will take appropriate
enforcement action, if neces­
sary."
The Secessionists and Con­

federate memorial honor guard
were the only groups to alert
state officials they would be
gathering Sunday.
But Bessenger said he ex­

pects to have company.
"I expect there will be some

kind of riffraff," he said.
Reporter Jamie Self contrib­

uted.
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LOOKING FOR ANSWERS,
FAMILIES FIND QUESTIONS
Records detail troubling history of deaths, abuse reports, arrests at group homes
RICK BRUNDRETT RBRUNDRETT@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

Michelle McCarroll recalled the Monday
night in 2012 her mother dialed the num­
ber of the group home where McCarroll's

25­year­old brother had been living for about six
years on a quiet cul­de­sac in Mauldin.
It was 7 p.m., she said, and time for their nightly

ritual watching Family Feud together while talk­
ing on the phone.
Roderick Carlton Grove, filling in for another

worker at the home where Jamie Rosemond and
two other men were living, answered Cynthia Ro­
semond's call, McCarroll said. Grove explained
that Jamie had lost his phone privileges and was in
his room asleep. When she called back 15 minutes
later hoping someone else would put her son on
the phone, McCarroll said Grove picked up and
gave her mother the same response.
What she didn't know was that her son was lying

on a busy two­lane road about a half mile away. Ja­
mie, diagnosed with autism and schizophrenia, was
struck by two motorists on Ashmore Bridge Road
about 6:25 p.m. and died at the scene, records show.

Documents obtained by The Greenville News

show that the company for which Grove worked,
South Carolina Mentor, knew Rosemond had a
history of wandering from the home on Flanders

Court, and staff were under orders to check on
him every 15 minutes. See QUESTIONS, Page 10A

PART ONE
OF A THREE­
PART SERIES

MONDAY

Three lives lost
before their 30s.

TUESDAY

Fixes proposed
but solutions
elusive

ALSO
ONLINE

Explore the
cases through
video, docu­
ments, photo
galleries and
audio record­
ings.

Questions
Continued from Page 1A

On two occasions after the time when
Rosemond was struck by vehicles – at
6:30 p.m. and again at 6:45 p.m. – Mentor
staff recorded in the log that Rosemond
was safely in his room, according to the
report of the criminal investigation that
followed.
Mauldin police charged Grove with

neglect of a vulnerable adult resulting in

death that night, according to court rec­
ords. The Greenville County Solicitor's
Office elected not to go forward with the
case due to what they said was a lack of
evidence. Without admitting liability, the
company settled a wrongful death law­
suit filed by Cynthia Rosemond for
$750,000, court records show.
A seven­month investigation by The

News has found that Rosemond's case is
not an isolated one.

Troubling record
Documents, interviews and record­

ings obtained by The News reveal that
Mentor, the company with a state con­
tract of about $20 million to look after the
well­being of some of the state's most
vulnerable adults, has a troubling record
of resident deaths, staff arrests, lawsuits
and allegations of abuse and neglect.
Between July 1, 2011, and the end of
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May 2016, 10 residents of Mentor­run
homes have died, according to the S.C.
Department of Disabilities and Special
Needs. The agency responsible for over­
seeing Mentor said it was banned by pri­
vacy laws from identifying the individ­
uals or providing details of their deaths.

The agency said that one of the deaths
was classified by the agency as a sub­
stantiated case of abuse or neglect.
DDSN defines substantiated cases as
those in which an arrest is made by a law
enforcement agency or, in some cases,
an investigation by the state Department
of Social Services determines the allega­
tion was founded, said DDSN spokes­
woman Lois Park Mole.

One day after The News began raising
questions with DDSN about Mentor and
the agency's oversight of the company,
DDSN froze new client referrals to Men­
tor homes in mid­March and put on hold
any plans the company might have to add
new homes. Mole said that no other com­
munity training home providers were
under similar freezes.
In late May, S.C. Inspector General

Patrick Maley confirmed his office had
begun conducting a formal audit in con­
nection with Mentor. Maley declined fur­
ther comment when contacted by The
News.

According to a May 24 email to the di­
rector of DDSN obtained by The News,
the inspector general is seeking, among
other things, to determine whether the
agency is adequately monitoring allega­
tions of abuse and neglect at Mentor fa­
cilities, and if those allegations might be
underreported.
South Carolina Mentor Director Stan

Butkus, who resigned as director of
DDSN in February 2009 following a criti­
cal audit of the agency by the S.C. Legis­
lative Audit Council, told The News in a
written response the company has a
nearly two­decade "track record of suc­
cess" caring for people with intellectual
or developmental disabilities in the
state.

"For more than 15 years, South Caroli­
na Mentor has been proud to deliver
quality­of­life enhancing services to
hundreds of residents in the Palmetto
State living with intellectual and devel­
opmental disabilities and other complex
conditions," said Butkus, who became di­
rector of South Carolina Mentor in Sep­
tember 2013.
"With our support, these individuals

have the opportunity to live in communi­
ty­based settings where they participate
in the everyday rhythms of community

life, often close to family and friends,"
he said.
Three deaths
Bringing Jamie Rosemond closer led

his family to move him to the Mentor
home in Mauldin from the Whitten Cen­
ter in Clinton run by DDSN, said Mi­
chelle McCarroll.
In addition to wandering away from

the Mauldin home at least twice prior to
his death on Dec. 17, 2012, Mauldin police
investigated an incident in which Rose­
mond received 14 stitches to three places
on his head in May 2010, records show. A
Mentor worker told police Rosemond
grabbed her after demanding his medi­
cation and fell on top of her, hitting his
head on a kitchen counter, according to
the police report. No charges were filed.
Attempts to contact Cynthia Rose­

mond were unsuccessful. McCarroll
said her mother declined to be inter­
viewed.
McCarroll said the family has many

questions about the care her brother re­
ceived while living at the Mentor home
in Mauldin.
"There were a lot of things that just

didn't sit right with us," said McCarroll,
40, a preschool aide at the Greenville
County School District's Riley Child De­
velopment Center.
Almost exactly one year after Rose­

mond died, Forrest Carlton, 22, was
struck and fatally injured by a hit­and­
run driver after he wandered from a
Mentor group home in Charleston Coun­
ty on Dec. 8, 2013, records show. Like Ro­
semond, Carlton had left the home be­
fore, and Mentor staff flagged him to be
visually checked every 15 minutes, ac­
cording to court documents.
Police drafted an arrest warrant for a

Mentor employee but never got it signed
by a judge after Charleston County pros­
ecutors advised that investigators
couldn't say with "100 percent certainty"
the employee did not check on Carlton,
according to a Sheriff's Office report.
Without admitting liability, Mentor

reached a confidential settlement with
the family in their wrongful death law­
suit against the company, court records
show. DDSN, also a defendant in the
case, paid $75,000 to Carlton's estate and
approximately $32,000 in legal expenses
through the state Insurance Reserve
Fund, records show.

And on Sept. 5, 2015, at another Men­
tor home in Charleston County, Charles
Noland, 23, choked on a cracker days af­

ter returning from a hospitalization for
pneumonia, according to a coroner's re­
port. Noland, whose family lives in Tay­
lors, was rushed to the hospital where he
was declared brain dead seven hours lat­
er, records show.

Noland was the subject of two report­
ed incidents in the months prior to his
death, including one in which he was hos­
pitalized for his injuries, according to
police reports obtained by The News un­
der the S.C. Freedom of Information Act.
No charges were filed in either case.

At the DDSN Commission meeting in
March, former commissioner Deborah
McPherson of Columbia questioned
whether Mentor staff should have given
crackers to Noland following his hospi­
talization for pneumonia.
Seven months after his death, the

Charleston County Coroner's Office
ruled Noland died of natural causes, ac­
cording to its report obtained by The
News through the state Freedom of In­
formation Act. The report did not list the
choking incident as a contributing fac­
tor.
The State Law Enforcement Division

says it closed its investigation into No­
land's death but will not release its re­
port due to a state law that keeps secret
the records of SLED's Vulnerable Adult
Investigations Unit.

Unrelated to the three deaths, two for­
mer Mentor workers currently face
charges in Greenville County dating
back to 2014, and an ex­Mentor worker
was arrested in March in Charleston
County in connection with alleged abuse
incidents at group homes operated by
the company, according to court records.
Few cases substantiated
DDSN Director Beverly Buscemi

said the agency is "concerned about any
instances that result in bad outcomes."
"There are never any excuses for bad

outcomes, and the reality is, there have
been some bad outcomes," Buscemi told
The News in a March interview at the
agency's Columbia headquarters.

From July 1, 2015, through May, there
were 85 abuse, neglect or exploitation al­
legations at community residential facil­
ities operated by Mentor in the state,
agency records show. DDSN substanti­
ated two of those 85 cases, according to
the agency. The agency substantiated
one of the 103 reports of abuse, neglect or
exploitation at Mentor homes during fis­
cal year 2015, which ended June 30, 2015,
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records show.
Mole said substantiated criminal

cases are investigated by the State Law
Enforcement Division or local law en­
forcement agencies. According to
DDSN, the 103 cases in fiscal year 2015
represent a 178 percent increase from
the 37 reported in fiscal year 2011, and al­
most double the 54 and 56 reported in fis­
cal 2013 and 2014, respectively.

The agency could not readily provide
The News with details of those reports.
DDSN records obtained by The News
show that Mentor­run homes account for
a disproportionate number of reported
abuse, neglect and exploitation allega­
tions statewide.

Since fiscal year 2011, the number of
reported allegations per 100 individuals
served by Mentor has ranged from a low
of 14.3 in 2012 to a high of 51.5 in 2015. The
statewide rate was 9.7 in 2012 and 9.8 in
2015.
"The high percentage of reported al­

legations may represent some over­re­
porting," Mole said. "However, over­re­
porting is much better than under­re­
porting. People frequently assume re­
porting equals substantiation, and it does
not."
'Most challenging' cases
Buscemi, who became the agency's

director in 2009 after Butkus' departure,
said that Mentor "serves some of the
most challenging folks in our system."
"Mentor serves a population that

many other providers in our state are not
willing to serve," she said, pointing out
the company serves special­needs indi­
viduals, including those who have both
intellectual disabilities and mental ill­
ness. "If Mentor did not serve these indi­
viduals, they would be sitting in either
jail or hospital ERs or those types of set­
tings," she said.
Butkus estimated that Mentor serves

about 75 percent of individuals designat­
ed by the state as "having high manage­
ment needs," including those with a
"dual diagnosis of intellectual and/or de­
velopmental disabilities, as well as psy­
chiatric disorders or related behavioral
needs."
South Carolina Mentor serves rough­

ly 200 clients annually in 74 community
training homes the company operates in
the state. Of those 74 homes, 16 are Com­
munity Training Home I residences
where caregivers are residents who pro­
vide care to non­related individuals in
their own homes, and 58 are Community

Training Home II residences where
Mentor employees provide care to indi­
viduals in homes that are owned or rent­
ed by the provider organization, accord­
ing to the company.
Mentor and DDSN officials declined

The News' request for the addresses of
all licensed Mentor homes in South Caro­
lina, citing privacy concerns.

Some employees terminated
The agency also could not provide the

total number of Mentor employees ter­
minated in recent years in connection
with allegations of abuse, neglect or ex­
ploitation. DDSN spokeswoman Mole
said a worker "must be terminated im­
mediately" when there is a substantiated
abuse, neglect or exploitation case.

Statewide, 284 community residential
staff have been terminated at facilities
run by all providers between July 1, 2012,
and April 2016 for "policy and/or proce­
dural violations or employee miscon­
duct," according to DDSN. The agency
could not say how many of those termi­
nations stemmed from cases involving
abuse, neglect or exploitation, nor could
it break down the number by service
provider.
Butkus said Mentor "thoroughly

screens" all prospective employees and
requires them to submit to "multiple
background checks." Before beginning
work, new workers must complete an 80­
hour training program in a variety of
areas, including the "rights and respon­
sibilities of individuals served." After
being hired, they participate in annual
training sessions that include the topic of
"individual rights and due process," he
said.

Starting pay is $9.79 per hour, and the
average tenure of Mentor's direct­care
staff is 3.5 years, he said. The starting
wage is set by the state, which requires
that Mentor employees receive wage in­
creases received by comparable work­
ers employed by state agencies, he said.
The average hourly wage of direct­

care Mentor workers is $9.86, he said.
"We believe our compensation structure
is competitive with our fellow provid­
ers," he said.
Butkus said that "we recognize that

the work direct support professionals do
is challenging and like so many of the
caring professions, generally is not com­
pensated at a rate commensurate with
the level or effort of the work – and that
this challenge is not unique to South Car­
olina."

Buscemi told The News that "pay
across the system is low" for workers
who care for people with intellectual or
developmental disabilities, adding that
Mentor "does not stick out as being any
lower."
DDSN pays Mentor based on daily

service rates for individuals set by the
state, ranging from $67.47 to $138.96 per
resident for individuals in Community
Training Home I residences, and $189 to
$274.35 per individual in Community
Training Home II residences, Butkus
said.
Contract amounts increasing
Contracts approved by the DDSN

Commission for the start of a fiscal year,
which begins on July 1, have grown from
$13.1 million in fiscal 2012 to nearly $19.9
million this fiscal year. Likewise, the
number of approved residents to be
served annually has climbed from 166 in
fiscal 2012 to 233 for fiscal 2017 despite
the current freeze on client referrals and
new homes, agency records show.
Some of the increase in annual reve­

nue received by Mentor in recent years
stemmed from state­mandated wage in­
creases for direct­care staff, Butkus
said. Medicaid funds services for Men­
tor residents, he said, with about 70 per­
cent of the state's Medicaid program
coming from the federal government
and the balance from the state.
State regulations require that Mentor

residents contribute a portion of their
Supplemental Security Income pay­
ments, based on a sliding scale required
by DDSN, toward their room­and­board
costs, Butkus said. The average annual
contribution is about $8,500, he said.
The other factor driving recent pay­

ment hikes to Mentor resulted from its
acquisition of a "troubled provider," But­
kus said, adding that the state "suggest­
ed that we take on these homes and im­
prove the quality of services being deliv­
ered." Butkus didn't identify the provid­
er.

Commissioner concerns
At the March 17 DDSN Commission

meeting, Commissioner Eva Ravenel of
Charleston and former commissioner
McPherson raised concerns about Men­
tor.
"This last month has probably been

the saddest for me as a commissioner,"
Ravenel said. "I'm just hoping that the
Mentor program can improve and not
have any more instances like we've had
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in the past couple of months."
Commission Chairman Bill Danielson

announced at the end of that meeting
that the commission was going into a
closed­door session to "discuss contrac­
tual matters regarding South Carolina
Mentor." No formal action was taken af­
ter the commissioners emerged from
the session.
One week after the March meeting,

Buscemi, told The News that Mentor had
agreed to "implement a freeze on all new
expansions, which would mean no open­
ing of new homes." It was not clear
whether Mentor had plans for new
homes. The company has added 13
homes in South Carolina for adults with
intellectual or developmental disabili­
ties since Jan. 1, 2013, according to
DDSN.
No timetable was set for ending the

freeze. "We're going to give them time
for that to play out and evaluate the re­
sults of that to determine when, if, to lift
set freeze," Buscemi said.
In addition to the expansion freeze,

Buscemi said her agency has imple­
mented a freeze on "all new (client) re­
ferrals to Mentor," saying it wasn't tied
to any particular incidents. DDSN
spokeswoman Mole said that action was
"mutually agreed upon."

In April, DDSN Commissioner Vicki
Thompson told The News she was "very
concerned" about the allegations involv­
ing Mentor. Thompson, who also serves
as executive director of the Rosa Clark
Medical Clinic in Seneca, is a former di­
rector of the Oconee County Disabilities
and Special Needs Board and was ap­
pointed by Gov. Nikki Haley last year to
the DDSN Commission.

"I think that it is an agency's job to say
to a contracted provider, 'You can go this
far and no farther. If you go farther than
that, then we will put you out of busi­
ness,'" said Thompson. "And then the
agency needs to actually put them out of
business if the violations continue."
"I believe that most of the providers

in South Carolina are excellent," Thomp­
son continued. "But I don't believe all of
them are. And when they're not doing a
good job, there should be real conse­
quences because contracting with pro­
viders does not absolve state agencies
from responsibility or accountability."
Despite the freeze on new home ex­

pansions and client referrals, the DDSN
Commission at its June 16 meeting ap­
proved a $19.86 million annual contract

for Mentor for the fiscal year that start­
ed July 1. The new contract represents
about a 13 percent hike over the previous
amended contract of $17.5 million.
Under the new contract, Mentor

would serve up to 233 residents, though
DDSN spokeswoman Mole said Mentor
will remain under the $17.5 million con­
tract with service to 206 individuals
pending the lifting of the freeze.

"If the freeze is lifted, and if consum­
ers with assigned funding for residential
services choose Mentor to provide those
services, then the contract will be
amended accordingly," Mole said.
"There is no date set or predetermined to
lift the freeze."
In approving the new contract, the

commission rejected a proposal by
Thompson to place Mentor under what
she described as a "probationary" con­
tract.

"I think that the only way we can con­
trol some situations that are out of con­
trol is through these contracts," Thomp­
son said at the meeting. "Let them know
as a commission that we are serious
about these corrections."
Buscemi said the agency has been

meeting quarterly with Mentor repre­
sentatives, including Butkus, to address
concerns. "Their licensing and QA
(Quality Assurance) scores were on a
downward trajectory, and we wanted to
work with them to improve them," she
said.
"I wouldn't say that they (the meet­

ings) were punitive," she said. "But we
don't do that with every provider."
Buscemi said reviews by DDSN and

Mentor management of incidents, staff­
ing and oversight have led to changes or
increases in staffing patterns, increased
managerial oversight, and a "pretty thor­
ough review of what we refer to as be­
havioral management plans."

"I look at the arrests (of Mentor work­
ers) that have happened as evidence that
the process works," she said, adding that
Mentor has "worked with and cooperat­
ed with those investigating agencies re­
garding any of these incidents."
'Track record of success'

Butkus did not grant a request by The
News for an in­person interview, but he
did provide 10 pages of responses to
questions through a spokeswoman for
Mentor.
In his written responses, Butkus said

the three deaths of Mentor residents ex­

amined by The News, previous allega­
tions of abuse in connection with two of
those three residents, and the arrests of
three former Mentor workers in unrelat­
ed cases did not collectively indicate a
serious problem with the company's
care of residents.
While acknowledging that "neither

our organization, nor any of our fellow
providers, is perfect," Butkus said that
Mentor has "zero tolerance for abuse
and neglect of those we support." He said
the company has taken "important steps
to enhance the quality of our services."
Those steps include:

" Adding 15 positions "linked directly
to program oversight and management,"
including an area director position in the
Greenville program;
" Making "adjustments in our group

home management structure" and re­
ducing the number of homes overseen
by program coordinators from three to
two;
" Implementing "new protocols and

strategies that help us better recruit,
screen and retain staff";
" Strengthening the company's "un­

announced program visit protocol."
Most of the new oversight and manage­

ment positions, as well as the "enhanced
recruiting, screening and retention proto­
cols," were added last year, he said.

Asked in April about Mentor's record
and DDSN oversight of the company, a
spokeswoman for Gov. Haley said "the
governor's office has worked with
DDSN's executive director and board
members to understand what happened
and to ensure, to the extent possible giv­
en our limited control of the agency, this
never happens again."
"We've learned that improvements

are underway at S.C. Mentor, but even
isolated incidents of abuse or neglect are
completely unacceptable," said Chaney
Adams, a spokeswoman for the gover­
nor.
In a written response to The News,

Bill Allen, Mentor's vice president of op­
erations for a group of states including
South Carolina, described Butkus as a
"proven leader in the field of communi­
ty­based services for individuals with in­
tellectual and development disabilities."

"He understands that while no provid­
er will ever achieve perfection, we have
an obligation to those we support to
strive for it in partnership with DDSN,"
Allen said.
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Jamie Rosemond

Forrest Carlton

Charles Noland

Michelle McCarroll holds a plaque in memory of her brother, Jamie
Rosemond, in her home.
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN PETRACCA/STAFF
Michelle McCarroll cleans off her brother's grave in Resthaven Memorial Gardens.
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ABOUT THE REPORTER

Rick Brundrett is an investigative reporter at The Greenville News,

where he has worked since September 2015. He can be reached at
(864) 478­5904 or by emailing rbrundrett@greenvillenews.com. Fol­
low @RickBrundrett on Twitter.
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Confederate
flagset tofly
temporarily
inColumbia
Rallymarks one­yearanniversary
of flag's removal

Lawenforcement:Heavysecurity
presenceexpected

"We'vefought thatbattle,and
we've agreed tomoveon,"
DemocraticS.C.senatorsays

BY BRISTOW MARCHANT

bmarchant@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
One yearafter thousands

watched asthe Confederate flag
was removedfrom aflagpole on
the StateHousegrounds, thedivi­
sive bannerwill riseagain at the
SouthCarolina Capitol.
Atleast temporarily.
The SouthCarolina Secessionist

Partywill raise therebel banner

Sunday duringaceremonyto
markthe one­yearanniversary of
the flagcoming down.
The Secessionists,who support

SouthCarolina leaving the Union
again, plantoraise theflag ona
30­foot aluminum polewith a
plastic baseinthe same spot
where it flewbefore, nearthe
Confederate Soldier Monumenton
the StateHouse's front lawn. The

ceremony startsat 11 a.m. The flag
will beremoved at theend ofthe
rally.
A Confederate memorial honor

guard willtake part intheflag
raising, which supporters planto
make an annual event.
James Bessenger, thechairman

SEE FLAG,8A

FROMPAGE3A

FLAG
of theSecessionist Party's
board, expectstheevent to
drawacrowd ofhundreds,
based oninterest onthe
party's Facebook page.
The group hasnot

changed its plansto as­
semble inlight ofthe latest
massshooting, whenpolice
officerswere shot andkilled
inDallas late Thursday
duringaprotest.
Bessengersaid hewas

contactedby S.C. capitol
police Fridaytoask ifthe
rally would bepostponed in
light of thepolice shootings
inDallas duringaprotest
about police violence
against African­Americans.
He saidPublicSafety did
not formallyask thegroup
tochange its plans.

"We hadaspecialboard
meeting (Friday), andthe
board decided tocontinue
with therally," Bessenger
said.
Bessengersaidthe rally

alsowould honor theslain
lawenforcement officers in
Dallas withblack ribbons
andraise alaw enforcement
emblemalongside the battle
flag.
Becauseof theDallas

shooting,members ofthe
UpstateBlack Lives Matter
chapterwill not beattending
therally Sunday.
Onarecent conference

call,the Upstate chapterand
others were "allinagree­
ment that wedidn't really
wanttofocus ourattention
onthe flagat this time,"

saidGreenville's Derrick
Quarles,president ofthe
activist group'sUpstate
chapter.
Quarlessaid "it'savery

sensitivetime aroundthe
nation,"andthe group did
notwant therally toresult
inviolence.
Bessengersaidthe pushto

removethe flagwas the
result of "politicalcorrect­
ness," whichalso hasbeen a
talking pointin thepresi­
dential campaign. "People
are sickof hearing that peo­
ple's feelings are hurt,"he
said.
"Our historyis being

erased," hesaid,comparing
the pushtoremove theCon­
federate battle flagtothe
Islamic State's looting of

Middle Eastern museums
and destruction ofhistorical
artifacts. "It's likecultural
Marxism."
But Quarleshad a differ­

ent interpretation.
Bringing theflag down

was "thecorrect thingtodo
because of the historyand
the legacyattached tothe
flag, which, inmyopinion, is
a heritage ofracism and
hate toward blacksand
minorities," hesaid.
State Sen.John Matthews,

D­Orangeburg, saidthere
was nochance of theflag
returning tothe StateHouse
grounds.
"We've foughtthat battle,

andwe've agreed tomove
on,"Matthews said."We
wantto putthe focuson
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healthcare, oneducation,
andit does nogoodto have
this back outthere. ...We've
decided tomoveoninto the
21st century."
Securityhas beenacon­

cern at theState House
since theConfederate flag
debate flared uplast year
after the raciallymotivated
shooting at Emanuel AME
Churchin Charleston.Nine
black parishioners were
killed byawhite gunman
duringaBiblestudy and
imagessurfaced of thegun­
mandraped in theflag.
Focus quickly shiftedto

the flagat the StateHouse.
A weekafter the shooting,a
protesterclimbed the pole
that flewthe flag andpulled

the flagdown.
Gov. Nikki Haley soon

called forthe flagto come
down,after receiving a
torrentof emails onthe
subject, andthe stateLegis­
laturevoted byatwo­thirds
majority toremoveit.
Afterthe flagcame down

last year,apro­flag rally
organizedbyaKu KluxKlan
group attractedangry coun­
ter­protesters –including
membersof theNew Black
PantherParty.The clash
resultedinscuffles, five
arrestsonchargesof breach
ofpeace, disorderlyconduct
andassault.Other people
receivedemergency atten­
tion.

Withoutdiscussing de­
tails,aS.C. Department of
PublicSafety spokesman
saidthere wouldbeasimilar
numberof law enforcement
agenciesinvolved Sunday as
there wereat last year's
KKKrally. Eightstateor
localagencies contributed
officerstothat event, from
PublicSafety andthe State
LawEnforcement Division
totheRichland andLexing­
tonsheriff's offices, thecity
ofColumbia andthe Uni­
versity ofSouth Carolina
campus police.
Their plansinclude prep­

arations for counter­protest­
ers, saidS.C. Highway Pa­
trol Lt.R.Kelley Hughes.

"We don't anticipateissues,
but we will beprepared and
will take appropriateen­
forcement action, ifneces­
sary."
The Secessionists and

Confederate memorial ho­
nor guardwere the only
groups toalert state officials
they would begathering
Sunday.
But Bessengersaidhe

expects tohave company.
"I expect there willbe

some kindof riffraff,"he
said.

Reporter JamieSelf
contributed. Bristow
Marchant: 803­771­8405,
@BristowatHome,
@BuzzAtTheState
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OTHER VOICES

First Wes Hayes, nowLarry Martin: aSenate diminished
BY CINDIROSS SCOPPE

It's hard tothinkof asmart re­
formthe Legislature haspassed in
the pastdecade that hasn't had
LarryMartin's fingerprints allover
it.
Itwas thePickens County Re­

publican's tenacityanddetermina­
tion that broughtethicsreforms
back fromthe deadthis year,and
gotus the income­sourcereporting
andindependent investigations of
legislators that hisfellow senators
seemed tohave killed last year,
andthe year beforethat, andthe
year beforethat.
And although hehad toaccept

somecrippling amendments, it was
Sen.Martin who pushedlegislation
throughthe anti­reform Senate to
wrestappointment powerof the
stateTransportation Commission
awayfrom smallgroups oflegisla­
torsand giveit to thegovernor.
Whenthe videogambling in­

dustry threatened tomake a come­
back earlyinthis decade, it was
Sen.Martin who outsmarted oppo­
nents andmuscled throughthe bill
tostop it. Itwas Sen.Martin who
foughtrepeatedly tostrengthen
ouranemic DUI law.Sen.Martin
who shepherdedlegislation tofix a
problem inourStateGrand Jury
law that hadnearly allowedajudge
toshutdown the corruptionin­
vestigation of then­House Speaker
BobbyHarrell.
Sen.Martin was keytopassage

of billstolet gubernatorial candi­
datespick their running matesand
control thestate's central adminis­
trativeagency. He engineered a
ruleschange toreduce thepower
of thesingle­senator veto. (It
didn't work,but it's the onlyse­
riousattempt anyone hasmade).
He spearheaded thisyear's effort

­killed by aHousehorse­trading
deal goneawry ­tomake police
obeythe law that requires themto
release videosofpolice shootings.
Infact, hehas beenaconsistent
supporter ofan array of efforts to
make morepublic information

available andaccessible tothe
public.
And inTuesday's Republican

primary runoff, peoplewho claim
tobethe real reformers,thereal
conservatives ­yes, those are
opposites, but inthis stateinto­
day's tongue,they oftenrefer to
overlapping constituencies ­ took
him out.They replaced him with a
formerHouse memberwhose
accomplishments couldn't filla
thimble toSen.Martin's over­
flowingcup.
Sen.Martin's biggest problem

was thegun crazieswho had been
gunning for himfor five years.By
"guncrazies"Idonot meanpeople
who wantedto carrytheir con­
cealedweapons into bars;Sen.
Martin helped thempass that ridic­
ulous law.NordoImean those
who believeuntrained Georgians
should beable tocarrytheir con­
cealedweapons into ourstate; Sen.
Martin helped pass that ridiculous
law. NordoImeanthose who
support theright of criminalsto
buy gunsif thefeds can't prove
their criminality withinfive days;
Sen.Martin is thereason that
changewasn't even considered.
No,by "guncrazies"Imeanthe

peoplewho were outraged because
hesupported letting judges tempo­
rarily take gunsaway fromwife
abusers andkillers, aspart oftheir
punishment.
I meanthe peoplewho were

incensed because theynever could
enlist Sen.Martin'said intheir
quest tocarryany sort ofguns they
wantanywhere they want, with no
background checkor licenseor
other regulations.(They like tocall
this "constitutional carry,"which is
masterfully Orwellian since,if the
Constitution actually promisedit,
they wouldn't needalaw.)
Gov. Nikki Haley saidshewant­

ed touse this year'sRepublican
primaries tochangethe Senate,
andboy did shesucceed.Justnot

inawaythat will benefit her, or
anyof theless ideologicallyre­
form­minded among us. We
should begratefulthat Sen.Martin
was able topushthroughsome
ethicsreforms this year,because
the governor pretty muchguaran­
teedus a 2017Senate that
wouldn't pass them.
The good senatorwill bere­

placed asJudiciary chairman by
Sen.Luke Rankin, whowas nofan
of ethicsreforms orof dismantling
the parochialTransportation Com­
mission.
No doubt heis evenless of afan

since thegovernor employed her
out­of­state cash totrytotake him
outin theprimary.
Ofcourse shefailed, justas she

failed totake outSenate Finance
Chairman HughLeatherman,who
likewise opposedthose reforms.
Gov. Haley did supportthe effort

toget ridof oneof themost dis­
ruptive senators,the guns­and­
bathrooms fetishistLee Bright,
although it's unclear howmuch if
any credit she deserves for that.
Her onlyclear winwasdefeating
Mr. Ethics,York CountySen.Wes
Hayes,who was onhersidefar
moreoften thannot andwhom she
seemstohave targeted so she
couldclaim onevictory.
Losing Sen.Hayes hurtsour

statealmost as muchas losingSen.
Martin ­andIcan't helpwonder­
ingwhat would have happened if
instead of fixatingonher enemies
list, Gov. Haley hadput somese­
riouseffort into saving oneof her
best friends.That wouldbe Sen.
Martin.
What's clearis that thetwo most

powerful committeesinthe Senate
nowwill bechaired bythe two
men thegovernor tried hardestto
defeat. Somehow, I doubt theywill
beas noble about that asSen.
Hayes,who spent the day afterhis
loss convincing hiscolleagues to
pass the ethicsmeasures shehad
championed.
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The governor deserves every bit
of theirwrath. The restof us do
not.
Scoppewriteseditorials and col­

umns forThe State. Reachher at
cscoppe@thestate.com
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CONFEDERATEFLAGCONTROVERSY

SLEDinvestigated emailssent to Haley
Statelaw enforcementoffi­

cialsinvestigatedas possible
threatssix emailssent toS.C.
Gov.Nikki Haleylastyear
duringthe tumultuousweeks
betweentheCharlestonmas­
sacreandthe removalof the
Confederateflagfrom S.C.
StateHouse grounds.
The StateLaw Enforcement

Division hasmadenoarrests
relatedtothe emails, spokes­

manThom BerrysaidFriday.
Berrysaiditwould beinap­

propriatefor SLEDto release
detailsaboutthe emails, asthe
investigationsremainopen
"shouldanynewinformation
bedeveloped."
TheRepublicangovernor's

officethisweek releasedmore
than10,000pagesof emails
andletters senttoher con­

cerningthe Confederateflag's
eventualremovalfrom the
StateHousecampus.
Theemailsspannedfrom

June18,the day after nine
blackparishionerswere shot
andkilledin a Charleston
church,toJuly 13,three days
afterthe Confederateflag was
furled.

­ AVERY G.WILKS

FILEPHOTOGRAPH TheState

Gov.NikkiHaleysignslegislationfurlingtheConfederateflaglastyear.
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SUNDAYCEREMONY

Secession
group tofly
Confederate
flagagain at
StateHouse
BY BRISTOW MARCHANT
bmarchant@thestate.com
One yearafter thousands

watched asthe Confederate
flag wasremoved froma
flagpole onthe StateHouse
grounds, the divisive banner
will rise again at theSouth
Carolina Capitol.
Atleast temporarily.
The SouthCarolina Seces­

sionist Partywill raise the

rebelbanner Sunday duringa
ceremony tomark the one­
year anniversary ofthe flag
coming down.
The Secessionists,who

support SouthCarolina leav­
ingthe Union again,plan to
raise the flagona30­foot
aluminum pole with aplastic
baseinthe same spot where

it flew before,nearthe Con­
federateSoldier Monument
onthe StateHouse's front
lawn. The ceremony startsat
11 a.m. The flagwill bere­
moved at theend ofthe rally.
A Confederate memorial

honor guardwill take partin
the flagraising, which sup­
porters planto makean an­

nualevent.
James Bessenger, the

chairman of theSecessionist
Party's board,expects the
eventto drawacrowd of
hundreds, based oninterest
onthe party's Facebook page.
The group hasnot changed

SEESECESSIONISTS,8A

FROMPAGE3A

SECESSIONISTS
its plans toassemble in
light of thelatest mass
shooting,when police
officerswere shot and
killed inDallas late Thurs­
day duringaprotest.
Bessenger saidhewas

contacted byS.C. capitol
police Fridaytoask ifthe
rally would bepostponed
inlight of thepolice shoot­
ingsinDallas during a
protest about police vio­
lence againstAfrican­
Americans. He saidPublic
Safety did notformally ask
the group tochangeits
plans.
"We hadaspecialboard

meeting (Friday), andthe
board decided tocontinue
with the rally,"Bessenger
said.
Bessenger saidtherally

also would honorthe slain
law enforcement officers
inDallas with blackrib­
bons andraise a lawen­
forcement emblemalong­
side the battle flag.
Becauseof the Dallas

shooting,members of the
Upstate Black Lives Mat­
ter chapter will notbe
attending the rallySun­
day.
On arecent conference

call, theUpstate chapter
andothers were"allin
agreement that we didn't
really wanttofocus our
attention onthe flagat
this time,"said Green­
ville'sDerrick Quarles,
president ofthe activist
group'sUpstate chapter.
Quarles said"it's avery

sensitive timearound the
nation,"and thegroup did
not wantthe rally toresult
inviolence.
Bessenger saidthepush

toremovethe flag wasthe
result of"political correct­
ness,"which also hasbeen
atalking point inthe pres­
idential campaign. "Peo­
ple are sickofhearing that
people's feelingsare
hurt,"he said.
"Ourhistory isbeing

erased,"he said,compari­
ngthe pushtoremove the
Confederate battle flag to
the Islamic State's looting
of Middle Eastern mu­
seums anddestruction of
historical artifacts. "It's
like culturalMarxism."
ButQuarles had adif­

ferentinterpretation.
Bringing the flagdown

was "thecorrectthing to
dobecause of the history
andthe legacyattached to
the flag, which,inmy
opinion, is aheritage of
racism andhate toward
blacks andminorities," he
said.
StateSen. JohnMat­

thews,D­Orangeburg,
saidthere was nochance
of theflag returning tothe
StateHouse grounds.
"We've foughtthat

battle, andwe've agreed
tomoveon," Matthews
said."We wanttoput the
focus onhealthcare, on
education, andit doesno
good tohave this backout

there. ...We've decidedto
moveoninto the 21st
century."
Securityhas beena

concern at the State
House sincethe Confeder­
ate flagdebate flared up
last year after theracially
motivated shootingat
EmanuelAME Churchin
Charleston. Nineblack
parishioners were killed
byawhite gunmanduring
a Biblestudy andimages
surfaced of thegunman
draped inthe flag.
Focus quickly shiftedto

the flagat the State
House. Aweek after the
shooting, aprotester
climbed the pole that flew
the flagand pulled theflag
down.
Gov. Nikki Haley soon

called forthe flag tocome
down,after receiving a
torrentof emailsonthe
subject, and thestate
Legislature voted bya
two­thirds majority to
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removeit.
Afterthe flagcame

down last year,apro­flag
rally organizedby aKu
KluxKlan group attracted
angrycounter­protesters –
includingmembers ofthe
New Black PantherParty.
The clash resulted inscuf­
fles, fivearrests oncharg­
es ofbreach ofpeace,
disorderly conductand
assault.Other people
received emergencyatten­
tion.

Withoutdiscussing
details, a S.C.Department
of PublicSafety spokes­
man saidthere wouldbea
similar numberof law
enforcement agencies
involved Sunday asthere
were at last year'sKKK
rally. Eightstate or local
agencies contributedoffi­
cersto that event,from
Public Safetyand the State
Law Enforcement Division
tothe Richland andLex­

ingtonsheriff's offices, the
city ofColumbia andthe
University of SouthCar­
olinacampus police.
Theirplans include

preparations for counter­
protesters, saidS.C. High­
way PatrolLt.R. Kelley
Hughes."We don't antici­
pateissues, but we willbe
prepared and willtake
appropriate enforcement
action, ifnecessary."
The Secessionists and

Confederate memorial
honor guardwere the only
groups toalert state offi­
cialsthey would begath­
ering Sunday.
But Bessengersaidhe

expects tohave company.
"I expect therewill be

some kindof riffraff,"he
said.

Reporter JamieSelf
contributed.Bristow
Marchant: 803­771­8405,
@BristowatHome
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POLICE SHOOTINGS

'Wedon'twanttoseeour
communityturn intochaos'
Localleaders urge cooperation, ratherthan confrontation,in wake ofviolence
BY TIMFLACH
tflach@thestate.com

Stateand Midlandspolitical and
community leaders called forunity
Friday whilemourning shootings
across thenation this week with
racialovertones that took thelives
of fivepolice officersandtwo Afri­
can­American men other officers
had confronted.
"Teach us how toloveone an­

other,"the Rev.A.A.Dicks saidat
a prayerserviceat GreaterSt. Luke

Baptist Churchon Fridayevening
that promotedcooperation instead

of protest."We
don't wantto
see ourcommu­
nity turn into
chaos."
The prayer

service cap­
tured an out­
pouring ofsen­
timent that

centered on
cooperation

rather thanconfrontation toreduce
shootings. Itwas partof avast
outpouringof sadness andconcern
that swept theMidlands andmuch
of thecountry.
Twelve Dallas officerswere shot,

fiveof themfatally, duringwhat

SEEVIGIL,8A

MOREINSIDE

America mournsafter
difficult week, 4A

ONLINE

THESTATE.COM:Watch
a videofromthe vigil.
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VIGIL
started as oneofseveral
peaceful protestsaround
the nation Thursday in
reactiontothis week's
deadly officer­involved
shootings of blackmen in
Louisiana andMinnesota.
Columbia PoliceChief

SkipHolbrookand other
officerson Fridaywore
black bandsacrosstheir
badges toshow solidarity
with those inlawenforce­
ment killed.
"It'satoughday tobea

police officer,"hesaid.
"We have heavyhearts."
Holbrookwas among

twodozen city police offi­
cersand RichlandCounty
deputieswho attendedthe
prayerservice that attract­
ed about 75participants.
The gathering washeld

at the northColumbia
church at whichpolice
chaplain MichaelBakeris

senior pastor.
Inan interview, the Rev.

Baker praisedMidlands
civic andlaw enforcement
leaders for working "to
insure wedon't have that
kind ofoutburst" experi­
enced elsewhere.
Local policeleaders

listen tocommunity con­
cerns andmake changes
as needed,hesaid.
Gov. Nikki Haley early

Fridaypromised topray
for peacewhile commem­
orating the officers
gunned downby asniper
andothers injured "amid
moresenseless violence."
The shootings show the

needto dealwith long­
simmering racialtensions,
others said.
Others issuedpublic

statements aswell.
"We stand togetheras

mayors inthis regionde­

nouncingviolence of any
kind," mayorsfrom cities
andtowns inRichland,
Lexington,Kershaw and
Fairfieldcounties saidina
joint statement."We ask
ourchurches toreach out
tootherchurches; our
neighborhoods toreach
out tootherneighbor­
hoods; ourcities and
towns toembraceeach
other.Whenweknow
each otherbetter,we will
knowpeace andjustice."
Republican U.S.Sen.

Tim Scottsaid, "Reacting
toviolence with violence
will onlylead tomore
heartache. Wecannot, will
not,let hate win. Wehave
bridgestocross, butwe
cannot allowmadmen to
widen thedivide."
The shootings under­

score that "we arefacing
someof the mostchal­

lenging times ofourpro­
fession,"Lexington Coun­
ty SheriffJay Koonsaid
after talkingwith local
community leaders toask
for patienceandsupport.
"Agood, healthy dia­

loguebetween law en­
forcement andourcom­
munity isessential for all
of us toprosper,"hesaid.
"This unrest that iserupt­
ingacross ournation be­
tweenthose of us wearing
the uniformandour citi­
zenshas tostop."
Holbrookjoined Rich­

land CountySheriffLeon
Lott inastatement saying
the shootings "exposed
fractures inthe public's
trust of police.Law en­
forcement cannotbeef­
fectiveunless wehave the
trustand confidence of
ourcommunity."
The pairpledged to

re­evaluate use­of­force
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standards, improve police
trainingtoreduce conflict
andwork harder to pro­
mote partnershipswith
residents.
"Ourwork is farfrom

complete," their state­
ment said."Community­
police relations must be
continually fostered."
Others expressed hope

that reactiontothe shoot­
ingswill lead tobetter
appreciation of diversity
among Americans.
"Iam both outraged

andsaddened bythe
deaths of toomany young
black males bythe hands
of someinlaw enforce­

ment," saidstateRep.
John King,D­York, the
incoming chairman of the
SouthCarolina Legislative
Black Caucus. "Iam just
as outragedandsaddened
bythe senselesskilling of
law enforcement officers
who werecarryingout
their number oneduty: to
protect andserve."
StateDemocratic Party

chairman Jaime Harrison
said, "Wemust honor
themby comingtogether
as Lincolnsaid'with mal­
ice toward none,with
charity forall' tobreak
down the barriersbetween
us that all toooftenlead to

needless violence."
Meanwhile, theRich­

SEANRAYFORD online@thestate.com

Members oflocallaw enforcementhold handsduringavigil for recentshootingvictimsFridayeveningatGreaterSt.Luke Baptist
ChurchinColumbia.About20membersoflocal lawenforcementgathered withcommunityleaders andmembersat thechurch.

land CountyLibrary
tweeted outan imageof
the late civilrightsleader
Martin Luther KingJr.
attached tooneof his
well­known statements
against violence:
"Violence never brings

permanent peace.Itsolves
nosocial problem:It
merelycreates new and
morecomplicated ones.
Violence is impractical
because it is adescending
spiralendingin destruc­
tion for all.Itis immoral
because it seeks tohumili­

ate the opponent rather
thanwinhis understand­
ing:Itseeks toannihilate
rather thanconvert.Vio­
lence isimmoral because
it thrives onhatred rather
thanlove. Itdestroys com­
munity andmakes broth­
erhoodimpossible. It
leaves societyinmono­
loguerather thandia­
logue.Violence ends up
defeating itself. Itcreates
bitterness inthe survivors
andbrutality inthe de­
stroyers."

Staff writerClif LeBlanc
contributedto thisstory.
Tim Flach:803­771­8483
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ONEYEAR LATER:REMOVING THECONFEDERATE FLAG

Emails show nationwide
praise,criticismforHaley
...........................................................................................................................................

Gov.NikkiHaleyreceived more than10,000emailsandletters
aboutflag andCharlestonchurchshooting
...........................................................................................................................................

Haley'spushtotakedown divisivebannercameafter the racially
motivatedslayinginCharlestonchurch
...........................................................................................................................................

"Youarestandingnowonthe right sideof historyandon the right
sideof humanrights,"one emailsays.Otheremailsweren't sonice.
...........................................................................................................................................

BY JAMIESELF, CASSIE COPE,
BRISTOW MARCHANT
AND AVERY WILKS

jself@thestate.com,ccope@thestate.com,
bmarchant@thestate.com,
awilks@thestate.com
COLUMBIA
Praise andcriticism from

across thecountry flood­
ed S.C. Gov. Nikki Ha­
ley'sinboxlast year as

the statereeledfromthe shoot­
ingof nineparishioners inChar­
leston andgrappled with wheth­
er toremovethe Confederate
flagfrom theStatehouse
grounds.

The Lexington Republican on
Wednesday releasedmorethan
10,000 pages ofemailsand
letters relatedtothe Confeder­
ate flagand theevent that led
herto call forits removal­a
shooting at "Mother"Emanuel
AME ChurchinCharleston,
which claimed the livesof nine
African­American churchgoers.

Inthe days immediately fol­
lowing theshooting, emails
overwhelmingly urged thegov­
ernor toremovethe divisive
bannerfrom its publicperch.
Manycame fromout ofstate.
"Asawhite citizenof this

country,Iam ashamed that a
stategovernment stillflies aflag
that is hurtfultoall ofus," a
Californiawoman wrote.

SC0148 Island Packet
Page Number: 17Publication Date: 07/09/2016

Emails show nationwide praise,criticismforHaley
BY JAMIESELF, CASSIE COPE, BRISTOW MARCHANT
208.78 column inches

Title:
Author:
Size:
Hilton Head Island, SC    Circulation: 20015

Page: 1

65024-07-09_17001.pdf

County: Beaufort



"At this timeof mourning for
those who weremurdered at
MotherEmanuel Church, to
continue toallow asymbol of
hate andpainto flyis theheight
of insensitivity,"aNewJersey
man said.
WhenHaley called for the

flag's removalfive days after the
shooting,she receivedafloodof
emailsfromConfederate flag
supporters.
A Greerman wrote,"Until

yesterday I have beenasupport­
er ofyour agenda.Now I regret
toinform youthat I will never
cast anothervote for you,or any
legislator whovotes toremove
this symbolof heritage (not
hate)."
The emails, released tore­

porters Wednesday throughan
open recordsrequest,are being
madepublic justdays before
Sunday's one­year anniversary
of theflag's furling. The corre­
spondence spans fromJune 18,
the day after thechurch shoot­
ing, toJuly 13,three days after
the Confederate flagwas re­
moved fromthe Statehouse
grounds.
The governor'soffice redact­

ed last names andcontact in­
formationfor the peoplewho
communicated withher. The
office also withheld asmall
number ofemails that contained
securitydetails or legalmemos,

her officesaid.
One email included inthe

public recordsrequest came
fromColumbia attorney Leight­
onLord,who was workingwith
ateam ofabout 10other people
tocontact businesses andprom­
inent leaders toask themtoadd
their names toafull­page news­
paperad endorsing the flag's
removal.
The teamalso asked for

money tobuy thead, and"no
onerefused," Lordsaid
Wednesday when askedabout
the list.
The teamcollected endorse­

ments frommore than50 major
businessand political playersfor
removing the flag, which they
shared with the governor.
The endorsementsincluded

former S.C.governors, current
U.S. senators andrepresenta­
tives, manufacturinggiants
Boeing, BMW, Michelin and
Milliken, the presidentsof Fur­
man, USC,Clemson, andthe
College of Charleston andva­
rious other businessandcom­
munity organizations.
The emailsreleasedWednes­

day also includean early
$1 million estimatedcost for
displayingthe Confederate flag
prepared bythe Confederate
Relic Roomdirector forlegisla­
tors. Laterestimates,which
included amajor museumreno­

vation, set the cost morethan
$5million.
Cries for the flag's removal

started almost immediately
after news broke that nineAfri­
can­American churchgoers were
shot and killed whilethey
prayed andstudiedthe Bible
together.
One ofthe victims included

the church'spastor,state Sen.
Clementa Pinckney.
Notlong after theshooting,

online picturesemerged of ac­
cused shooterDylann Roof
posing with the flagonawebsite
with racist writings that heal­
legedlywrote.
Less thanaweekafter the

shooting, Haleygathered state
officialsat the Statehouseand,
inanews conference, calledfor
the Confederate flag's removal
fromits pole neartheConfeder­
ate SoldierMonument onthe
StateHouse grounds.
A symbolof thestate's Con­

federateheritage tosome, Haley
saidthe bannerhad beenhi­
jackedand needed tobere­
moved. The S.C. Senateagreed.
By earlyJuly, after hoursof

contentious debate,the state
House deliveredthe flagafinal
blow, voting toremovethe Con­
federateflag fromthe State­
house grounds. Itwasremoved

SEEFLAG,2C
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The nationreacts
Proponentsof removingthe Confederate flagfromStatehouse
grounds, written inemails andletters toS.C.Gov.NikkiHaley

A "It isnot just oneevil man who committedoneevil actin

Charleston.It isthe culture,including guns,racism, lack of
education andall therest. Youare wrongtoavoidand denythis
reality.Start by (Reagan reference intended) 'Take down that flag,
Ms. Haley.'"–MarionfromRhodeIsland

A "THISISYOUR HURRICANE KATRINA."–ARoebuck man

A "The anger,disrespect andstalematemodels providedby our

government (especiallyin Washington)sets thetonefor breeding
hatredin our society.Pleasemove theConfederateflag toaless
prominent(in your facelocation)with theexplanationand
back­story from1961whichisnot from theCivilWar heritage, but
from courage...which Ithink you have."–Awoman fromSalley

A "WhileIhold the1st Amendment dear,thereare some symbolsthat

donot represent anything goodand decent toreasonable people."
–66­year­oldOhio manwhosaidhe wouldno longer come to
SouthCarolina

Opponentsofremoving theConfederate flag from theStatehouse
grounds

A "I hope you reconsideryour stance onthe flagissueand notlet the

politically correctcrowdhighjack theproudhistory of South
Carolina andall oftheSouth."–Clay, lifetime memberofthe Sons
ofConfederateVeterans

A "Untilyesterday I have been asupporter ofyour agenda. NowI

regret to informyou thatIwill NEVER castanother votefor you, or
any legislator whovotesto removethis symbol of heritage(not
hate)."–AGreer man

A "Thatflag representsour home."–S.C. resident, whoalso

denounced "governmentoverreach"andMittRomneyandJeb
Bush, whocalled for theflag'sremoval

A "Please let thepopulation vote."–N.C. resident

FROMPAGE1C

FLAG
fromthe capitol dome in
2000.
Before Haley'san­

nouncement,several of
the emails,angry about
the flagstillflying, in­
formed Haley ofcanceled
plansto movetoor vaca­
tion inSouthCarolina and
threatened toboycott
goods madeinthe Pal­
metto State.
Several comparedthe

Confederate bannerto the
Nazi flag.Others called
for Haley tobackgun
control measuresand not

toblame theshooting on
mental healthissues.
Somesaidthe Confed­

erate flag­andthe ves­
tigesof Confederate cul­
tureinthe South ­helped
shape Roof, whofaces the
death penalty inboth state
andfederal court.
"Isit a surprise that a

young manwho was
raisedunder this banner,
anddrives thestreets
named after Confederate
generals, shouldturn out
touphold this violentand
racist tradition?" an Illi­

noisman wrote.
"Ibelievethat theper­

ception isthat a miscreant
like DylannRoof was
created,and nurtured,in
the armsof anintolerant,
racist Southern tradition."

FLAG 'SHOULD
FLY PROUDLY'
Notall ofthe corre­

spondence Haley received
was againstthe flag.
A Floridaman saidhe

hasreadmany accounts of
the CivilWar whichhave
"struck avery deepand

emotionalchord for me.
Inmyreadings, I have
never seen evidence that
the Confederate flagrep­
resents a'hatred of
blacks,' ashas beenpro­
claimed bythe pressinthe
pasttwodays."
The flag, hesaid, "isa

symbolof historical signif­
icance andshould fly
proudlyover all thestate
capitolsthat once be­
longed tothe Confederate
Statesof America."
AGreenwoodmanwrote

insupportoftheflag,say­
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ing"anysemi­reasonably
intelligentpeoplecanre­
searchthehistory,origins
andpurposeofthisem­
blemandrightfully(con­
clude)thatithadnothing
todowiththecausethey
assigntoit."

"To acquiesceto their
criesis tothrowaway the
integrityof those that died
andfought," hesaid.

DESCENDENTSOF
CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS,
KLANSMAN WEIGHIN
A long­time memberof

the Sonsof Confederate
Veterans fromAiken
called forthe flag's re­
moval.
"It'sthe least wecan do

toshow ourrespect and
support andtodemon­
stratethat theRepublican
Party, andmost impor­
tantly,the stateof South
Carolina isnot racist," he
wrote."Unfortunately,
since theflag hasbecome
asymbol ofracism, just
take awaythe symbol, and
let'smove on."
A manwho saidheis a

grandson ofaKuKlux
Klan leader inruralAlaba­
ma,living inOregon, said
heknew "howit became a
symbolof bigotry, hatred
andoppression, andIcan
imagine howhurtful it
must seem tothe descend­
antsof slaves. ...Ibelieve

yourbrave leadershipwill
help moveSouthCarolina
andall of theSouth be­
yond the darknessof the
past."
Butdescendents of

Confederate soldiers also
criticized Haley's decision.
One whoseancestors
foughtwith the Tennessee
25th InfantryurgedHaley
tokeep the flagflying.
"Iknow that therehas

been manypeople who
would likenothing better
thanthantosee the 'Bat­
tle Flag'removed fromin
front ofthe Statehouse
grounds andare usingthis
tragic incident tohelp
their causeand tostirup
the media,"saidMark (no
last name)of IndianLand.
He added: "Ihonorthe

Confederate BattleFlag as
asymbol ofthe war that
myancestor foughtand
died forand notasymbol
ofhatred and racism."

HOSTILITIES,
POLITICAL WARNINGS
IN SOMENOTES
Other emailswarned

Haley ofthe political fal­
lout.
A NorthAugusta man

warned that removing the
flag would"destroy your
political career" and"hurt
the RepublicanParty dear­
ly. ...The Confederate
Flag had nothing todo

with what onecrazyper­
sondid."
Somecalled heratrai­

tor:"(I)sthere a connec­
tion ofraces here?Sheis
surroundedby blacks
making theannounce­
ment ­where arethe
whites?" saidamanfrom
Winston­Salem.
Several emailswere

racist andsexist innature,
criticizingHaley's Indian­
American heritage. Some
included racialslurs
against African­Amer­
icans.
Sometimesthe tone of

the emailsgrew threat­
ening.
For example, onewriter

damnedHaley tohell for
pushing for theflag's
removal.
Another calledHaley "a

pawnin theblack race's
hands" andsaidher posi­
tion wasan "all­out attack
onour Southern heritage."
The writeradded, "Ifthis
were theCivil WarEra, I
would have youexecut­
ed!"
A Seattleman, mean­

while, accusedHaley of
shiftingblame for the
shooting andsaidthe
governor is partlyrespon­
sible."You, Governor,
helpedput the shooterin
that church. You... flythat
Confederate battle flag
over the capitol. You...

promotelegislation that
puts gunsin thehands of
racists andmurderers.
You ...are responsible.
Notas responsible ashe
who pulledthe trigger."
ButHaley also received

much praise for pushing
for theflag's removal.

'ON THE RIGHT
SIDEOF HISTORY'
A Texaswoman, and

"lifelong Democrat," said
she's "walking around
sayinggreat stuffabout a
Republican governor right
now.If I were inyour
state.I'd consider voting
for you! Go,Go, Awesome
Governor!"
Mary, a65­year­old

woman fromthe townof
Cross,thanked Haley
from"the bottom of(her)
heart. ...God Bless You!
You arestanding nowon
the rightside of history
andon theright side of
human rights....(A)s a
woman,awomanof color
andawoman ofGod you
have let the light oflove
shine onall SouthCar­
olinians."
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TIM DOMINICK tdominick@thestate.com

TheSouthCarolinaHighwayPatrolHonor Guardremoved theConfederateBattleFlagfromthe Statehousegroundsduringaceremony onJuly10, 2015.
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Haley order addresses
hidden budget earmarks
COLUMBIA ­ Gov. Nikki

Haley is hoping to force South
Carolina legislators to be more
forthright about budget earmarks.
The Republican governor

issued an executive order Thurs­
day aimed at stemming so­called
"pass­throughs." That's when leg­
islators send money to an agency
without its request, to be spent on
local projects.
Her order requires Cabinet

agencies to verify such projects
benefit the public and fit the
agency's mission before they're
funded.
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A year later, Rebel flag's
political impact muted
NATHANIEL CARY
NCARY@GREENVILLENEWS.COM

One year ago, as sides ar­
gued outside and inside the
Statehouse in Columbia over
whether the Confederate battle
flag should be permanently low­
ered and removed from the
grounds of the state's capitol
building, political threats could
be heard loudly as the nation's
attention and its accompanying

media scrum descended on Co­
lumbia.
Some came from the busi­

ness community urging the
flags removal. Higher educa­
tion institutions like Clemson,
Furman and Bob Jones univer­
sities said it was time for the

flag to come down.
Others, particularly mem­

bers of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans and League of the
South, said they would go all­out

in a campaign to unseat those
who voted to take the flag down.
A year later, after a conten­

tious primary season that saw
much turnover in the House and
Senate, the political ramifica­
tions of legislators eventual
votes on the flag have been
mixed.

Some outspoken Upstate leg­
islators, even in ultra­conserva­
tive districts, who voted for the

flag to come down, survived pri­

mary contests. Others didn't.
Some who voted for the flag to
remain lost their seats.

But in the end, the flag wasn't
the firebrand campaign issue
many thought it would become,
said local political experts.
"I think the people who

threatened reprisal and every­
thing, just weren't as big as they
thought they were or made

See FLAG, Page 9A

Flag
Continued from Page 3A

themselves out to be," said Dave Woo­
dard, Thurmond professor of political
science at Clemson.
Even in districts where it may have

made sense to point out incumbent's vote
on the flag ­ like in Greenville's District
22 race between Jason Elliott and Wendy
Nanney, who voted for the flag to re­
main, or for challengers running to un­
seat Sen. Lee Bright ­ it was nearly a
non­issue over the course of the cam­
paign.

"My sense is it probably had less to do
with the way people voted in the recent
primaries, but it may have encouraged
some of the people that chose to run in
the primaries," said Danielle Vinson, a
Furman political science professor who
closely followed many of the Upstate
races.
In pro­flag Pickens County, incum­

bent Sen. Larry Martin and Rep. Neal
Collins each voted for the flag to come
down. Martin was defeated, but for other
reasons, including an anti­incumbent
bent the primaries took, while Collins
sailed through to the general election,
Vinson said.

That's a far cry from what Collins
thought would happen a year ago when
he made his decision to support the flag's
removal.
"Been nice knowing you," Collins

wrote as he released a statement listing
his reasons for wanting the flag to come
down.
"And this is the turning point for me

­ any symbol endorsed by a state should
unify her people. The Confederate Bat­
tle Flag certainly does not," he wrote at
the time. "Rather, it divides in unimagin­
able ways as evidenced last week."
Collins spoke passionately from the

House floor during the day­long debate
that preceded the flag vote. He even left
at one point to catch a flight but then re­
turned, skipping his flight, in order to
cast his vote.
"I do think that vote was probably

why he had a primary challenger," Vin­
son said. "But he was able to fend it off."

Gov. Nikki Haley's leadership in call­
ing for the flag's removal was her finest
moment in office, said Woodard, who
said he is not normally a Haley propo­
nent and worked on campaigns for her
opponents in the past.
"I thought this was something that

needed to be done, and she did it all,"
Woodard said. "A lot of political success
depends on what you do and when you do
it. She knew there would be a lot of senti­
ment and she didn't do it halfway."
In the most recent Winthrop Poll,

which focused in part on race and Con­
federate flag sentiments, a majority of
South Carolina residents continued to
believe it was the right decision to re­
move the Confederate battle flag ­ 57
percent of whites and 87 percent of
blacks polled were in favor of the deci­
sion.
Haley's support also remained strong

in­state with a majority of blacks and
whites approving of her performance.
And the majority of both blacks and

whites believed South Carolina was on
the right track.
"You have, on the ground, seen more

people sporting Confederate flags," Vin­
son said. "I have seen more vehicles fly­
ing Confederate flags this year than I
have in the previous several (years), but
I don't know that that translated into the
kind of political action that had been sug­
gested at the time."
Haley removed a problem that had
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been holding South Carolina back for a
long time, and removed the state from a
negative political spotlight that would
have continued to crop up, Woodard said.
"If you think of the events, of what

happened in Dallas (Thursday), if you
had that flag still up today, you'd be a na­
tional news story again," Woodard said.

MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/STAFF
The South Carolina Highway Patrol Honor
Guard removes the Confederate flag last year.
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