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Commissioner Hamburg.

1 am w r itin g  w ith  regard to  the pending lnquB y o f  the Food ond Drug Adm in istra tion  (FDA) Into the manufacture 
and sale o f  mentholated cigarettes Any p ro h ib itio n  o r  overly restrictive federal regiGatlons w ou ld  have an 
adverse effect on both the citizens and the economy o f the State o f  North Carolina.

Since the  Tubacco Control Act o f 2CO9. th is  state has closely m onitored the FDA’s Im plem entation and has 
worked to  support efforts to  prom ote and protect publfc* health and awareness However, I believe that 
unreasonable regulations, including a ban, w ou ld  resu lt in  significant unintended consequences. An FDA ban 
o f m enthol In cigarettes would greatly expand the already th riv in g  i l l x l t  trade m arket w h ich would be targeted 
a t some o f  die most vulnerable o f  o u r pop u la tion  Unregulated cigarettes would fall in to  the hands o f  young 
sm okers and members of low er income groups w ho  overwhelm ing ly indicate a preference for menthol 
Cigarettes, po tentia lly  causing significant, harm fu l pub lic health effects These products contain unregulated 
ingredients and are often manufactured in  unregulated overseas countries. This has been w e ll documented by 
m any federal and state agences.

I f  m enthol in  cigarettes is  banned, ou r stale w ou ld  be forced to shoulder the enforcement burden to  prevent 
I llic it  tobacco trade. This large-scale, state-funded enforcement e ffo rt wcwld like ly  require add itional state 
resources and dilute efforts of o u r taw enforcem ent officw ls to  protect the we lfare o f the North Carolina c itizens

A dditionally, a ban o r overly restric tive  regulations on m enthol cigarettes w ou ld  he devastating fo r the economy 
o f  N orth Carolina as thousands o f w o rkers in  agriculture, processing m anufacturing and wholesale and retail 
business could face |ob uncerta in ty  o r loss N orth Carolina ranks f irs : in  the U.S. In  the  production o f  tobacco, 
and every stage o f  production from  tobacco Ercwing to  fina l product manufacture is  located in  North Carolina

I encourage the FDA to  take science-based actions to  address the pub lic health Impact from  sm oking However 
y o u r actions have real economic and enforcement consequences for ou r state. To th a t end. I strongly urge you 
no t to  take any negative actions on m enthol cigarettes tha t w ould be harm ful tc  North Carolina

Very t ru ly  yours.

Pat M cCrory p
Governor o f the Sa te  o f  N orth Carolina
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