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RE: DocketNo. FDA-2013-N-0521

Commissioner Hamburg.

lam writing with regard to the pending InquBy ofthe Food ond Drug Administration (FDA) Into the manufacture
and sale of mentholated cigarettes Any prohibition or overly restrictive federal regiGatlons would have an
adverse effecton both the citizens and the economy of the State o f North Carolina.

Since the Tubacco Control Act of 2C0O9. this state has closely monitored the FDA's Implementation and has
worked to support efforts to promote and protect publfc*health and awareness However, | believe that
unreasonable regulations, including a ban, would resultin significant unintended consequences. An FDAban
of menthol In cigarettes would greatly expand the already thrivingillx It trade marketwhich would be targeted
at someofdie mostvulnerable ofour population Unregulated cigarettes would fall into the hands ofyoung
smokers and members of lower income groups who overwhelmingly indicate a preference for menthol
Cigarettes, potentially causing significant, harmful public health effects These products contain unregulated
ingredients and are often manufactured in unregulated overseas countries. This has been well documented by
many federal and state agences.

If menthol in cigarettes is banned, our stale would be forced to shoulder the enforcement burden to prevent
lllicittobacco trade. This large-scale, state-funded enforcement effort wewld likely require additional state
resources and dilute efforts of our taw enforcementofficwls to protectthe welfare ofthe North Carolina citizens

Additionally, aban oroverly restrictive regulations on menthol cigarettes would he devastating for the economy
ofNorth Carolina asthousands ofworkers in agriculture, processing manufacturing andwholesale and retail
business could face [ob uncertainty or loss North Carolina ranks firs: in the U.S. In the production oftobacco,
and every stage of production from tobacco Ercwing to final product manufacture is located in North Carolina

| encourage the FDA to take science-based actions to address the public health Impact from smoking However
your actions have real economic and enforcement consequences for our state. To that end. | strongly urge you
notto take any negative actions on menthol cigarettes that would be harmfultc North Carolina

Very truly yours.

Pat McCrory P
Governor ofthe Sate of North Carolina
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